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ABSTRACT 

In September 1989, letters were sent to the 
presidents and public information officers of each member college of 
the American Association of Community and Junior Colleges 
(Washington, D.C.) asking them to identify outstanding graduates who 
might be interested in composing short essays describing their 
community college experience. More than 190 colleges in 39 states 
responded. The essays presented in this collection were selected from 
a total of over 500 submissions because they represented quality 
writing, a broad geographic distribution, and the diverse populations 
served by community colleges* Following a preface by Edmund J. 
Gleazer on the power of the personal narratives to convey the 
effectiveness of the colleges, an introductory chapter, ''What This 
Book Is About," reviews the development of the idea for the 
collection, and the organization of the essays. The next chapter, 
'•Community Colleges: An Introduction for the Uninitiated,*' provides a 
brief historical overview, describes the services and enrollments of 
two-year colleges, and addresses common concerns about the 
Institutions (i.e., that the quality of students is low; that 
transfer rates are low; and that community colleges perpetuate class 
stratification). Next, one-page profiles of the graduates, which 
include a photograph and biographical sketch in addition to the 
essay, are provided in eight chapters corresponding to the alunni's 
career fields: Law; Science, Technology, and Agriculture; 
Entertainment, Media, and Sports; Health and Medicine; Social 
Services; Business; Public Service; and Education. Indexes of 
prof i lees, and the colleges they attended are included. (MAB) 
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To the Principles Toward Which 
Our Nation and Its Community Colleges 
Can Best Dedicate Themselves: 

Liberty and Justice for All Humankind 



The sight of a tree in full bloom is magtiificent. The branches stretch out, like hu^re 
artns, reaching for the sky. The leaves, drenched in sunlight, dance in the breeze. Juicy colorful 
fruit hangs from its branches like Christmas ornaments. Hoivever, all its growth and 
prosperity depends on its roots. 



-Shahzad Bhatti 
Alumnus of 
Kansas College 
of Technology 
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PREFACE 



There is no substitute, no matter how eloquent the words, for communication that 
begins with, 'This happened tome," "I was there," "I felt," "IsavV," "Iknow." This 
book speaks that pow^^rful language of experience. Educational outcomes are 
revealed in heightened aspirations, enriched lives, and in communities served. "Make the case 
for community colleges," legislators often request. These personal and poignantstatements do 
exactly that. 

I read the essays with particular interest thatgrows out of many years of interpreting the 
worth of community colleges to a variety of publics, legislators among them. It was one thing 
to demonstrate the need for more colleges to accommodate the mounting numbers of "baby 
boomers" who wanted educational opportunity through the 1960s and early '70s. The 
community college had appeal to many policymakers because it seemed a less expensive way 
to meet that need than building four-year colleges. It has been quite another thing to win 
support for an institution that deliberately seeks to provide educational opportunity to those 
who are not served by other institutions or who are not served well. Prestige is not often 
associated with such factors as low cost to the student, open-door admissions, and accessibility 
to commuters. Frequently in the past (and occasionally now), legislators, citizens in the 
community, and even some faculty looked forward to the community college's becoming a 
"regular" college as soon as possible. Often I would wonder when the community college 
would be recognized as an institution in its own right and with a distinctive educational 
mission. 

The essays in this book reveal institutions that are fulfilling their mission. They are 
making good on their promise. Results are reported, rather than intentions proclaimed. In 
many a community where the establishment of a community college has been under discus- 
sion, I have been asked to descrit e the functions such an institution would serve and what 
would be different about community colleges. This collection of testimonials goes a long way 
toward the answer to those questions. 

A remarkable variety of institutions is represented in the statements of the college 
alumni. And diversity characterizes the people themselves. However, I find that there are 
common themes that emerge through all of the dissimilarities. For many reasons these themes 
deserve our attention. Is it not interesting and important to learn from these students what they 
considered to be of greatest value in their community college experience? If they were to 
arrange in rank order their perceptions of the relative value of college contributions toward 
what they have become, would there be a match with our views of priorities in the college 
program? Would the student views square with board perceptions or those of the legislators? 
I wonder, too, if the perceptions of thealumni asregistered in their statjmentsaredifferentnow 
from what they would have been at the time they were students. There is material here for a 
good deal of profitable study and discussion, as well as stimulation to those engaged in 
institutional research and marketing. 
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However intrigued we may be with the many ways these essays can be of value, one 
theme clearly is paramount. There is a common refrain; If the college had not been there, very 
likely my life would have been greatly diminished. In many ways the authors say, "I would 
not be where I am today.'' "It has been a college of hope; without it, where would I be?'' 'The 
college was the door to my future." 

These words gratify those of us who are committed to community college services. But 
they are also sobering words, for they raise questions in our minds of what potential would 
remain untapped, what possibilities stunted both of individuals and the community, if the 
college had not boen there with its receptive and encouraging stance. And that leads us to 
wonder about other people who could be like those whose stories wc have read, but v/ho have 
not been reached. And what of the future? Surely the times in which we live require more than 
ever colleges that will offer learning experiences desaibed by these essayists as essential to 
what they have become. 

Ti\?s book is a good idea. There is freshness to it. The stories are interesting, and for the 
discerning reader there are many clues to making community colleges even better than they 
are. We owe thanks to the originators of the idea, to the cooperating institutions, to those who 
wrote the statements, and to AACJC as publisher. 

Edmund /. Gleazer,]r, 
President Emeritus 
,4,^ American Association of Community 

arid Junior Colleges 



xii 



CHA. TER ONE 

What This Book Is About 



117 

mf^U e conceived the idea for this book at the conclusion of an especially invigorating 
W W P^°^^ssional event: the 1988 International Conferenceon Teaching Excellencein 
Austin, Texas. Standing outside the hotel where that gathering had taken place, 
we reflected on what each of us owed to community colleges. 

For one of us, a community college education some 20 years before had helped 
transform a youth's uncertainty and limited vision into asense of self-confidence and hope for 
the future. The essay on page 224 describes this transformation. For the other of us, mid-life 
exposure to the community college as a teacher and administrator reconfirmed a conviction 
that equity, community prog'-ess, and international fellowship can be approached in this 
naiion. Collecting the essays in this book has been a way for us to show convincingly just how 
widespread, representative, and important these kinds of experiences have become all over 
the United States. 

We hope to reach several kinds of people with this publication: those who need 
encouragement to fulfill personal goals; those in decision-making positions who can help 
influence the fate of community colleges; and those already associated with community 
colleges who can appreciate and celebrate their successes. 

Many readers of this book, we hope, will resemble the hundreds who wrote for it. 
People whose self-confidence is low anc ^ho aren't sure they can succeed in college may be 
inspired by the fact that most of those who wrote these essays once felt the same way. People 
who don' t know if their career directions are what they want them to be may also be inspired; 
many of the essayists weren't sure, either. And people who have known nothing abo -he 
diversi ty and receptiveness of community colleges maybe inspired by this book; every o. f 
the essayists wasoncejustas unaware. Insbort, thisbook should mean something toordina.^ 
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men and women who want to attain their full potential and can do so if they are offered the right 
opportunities. 

At the same time, we believe that a publication of this sort will attract and reinforce the 
support of community members for community colleges in general and for the colleges 
represented here in particular. To realize its promise, this book needs to reach state legislators, 
mayors, and other local and state officials; if it does, we're convinced the long-term results will 
be favorable. Likewise, we hope the stories told in these pages will strike responsive chords 
within high school counselors and four-year college instructors and administrators. These 
groups and others like them, because they compose the world in which community colleges 
exist and upon which they depend for sustenance, are logical audiences for this book. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE IDEA 

With support from the American Association of Community and Junior Colleges, our 
idea in Texas evolved from a dream into a reality. In September 1989, we sent letters to the 
presidents and public information officers of each AACJC-member college. We asked them to 
identify outstanding graduates of their colleges who might be willing to compose brief essays 
discussing what the community college experience meant to their development. 

Within 10 weeks, more than 190 colleges in 39 states answered our letter. With their 
responses, the colleges forwarded essays by nearly 500 of their graduates. We then set about 
reviewing and assessing this pool of essays, knowing that it would be necessary to winnow it 
down to the number eventually to be published. 

According honors of any sort is generally difficult because so many good candidates 
compete for them. As we selected essays for Profiles in Success, this truism assumed special 
intensity. The writings we received from around the country, almost without exception, 
exemplified high standards of excellence and impact. All we needed to attend to as editors, 
aside from the overwhelming formidability of choosing only one of every two essays submit- 
ted, were such minor matters as consistency in length and writing conventions from profile to 
profile. The selection criteria we employed included writing quality, broad geographic 
distribution, and representativeness of the different populations served by community col- 
leges. 

Because they serve local communities, two-year institutions make it possible for older, 
working students to accommodate their courses of study to the demands of their daily lives. 
In selecting the essays, we found it relatively easy to reflect the presence of such students 
among the graduates of participating community colleges. 

In our opinion, each of the essays we received in 1989 testifies directly and convincingly 
to the message we had hoped would emerge from the collection as a whole. Every essay has 
the potential to touch and alter the lives of those who read it, since it reflects the experience of 
a person who made personal strides as well as important contributions to society. And each of 
the essays may be used effectively by its author's alma mater as a tool for showing prospective 
students what a community college education can do for them. 

A special note of explanation should be sounded with regard to the profilees in this 
book. Many of these individuals are wid'^ly known and respected within their professional 
fields. In fact, the names of a few approach being household words in some parts of the country. 
Nevertheless, we neither solicited nor selected profilees on the basis of how well-known or 
famous they mightbe. Instead, our aim was to illustrate that society benefits in a multitude of 
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ways — some obvious and broadly noted, some more private and unsung — from the special 
talents of its community college graduates. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE MATERIAL 

The essays composing this publication have been arranged into eight chapters repre- 
senting categories of careers which the essayists have entered: law; science, technology, and 
agriculture; entertainment, media, and sports; health and medicine; social services; business; 
public service; and education. A photograph, along with a brief statement describing the 
profilee's biographical information and contributions to society, accompanies e^ch essay. 

Colleges — large and small, urban and rural, new and old, financially comfortable and 
struggling — all are represented here. Readers who'd like to locate profiles from particular 
states may consult the college index that starts on page 301. 

HINT FOR THE READER 

This book is something like a treasure chest. It contains hundreds of sparkling gems, 
each of which is splendid and complete in its own way. But like a chest brimming with gems, 
the essays here are probably examined and appreciated better in handfuls than all at once. We 
suggest that readers sample the essays in clusters, perhaps jumping from chapter to chapter, 
since doing so will provide a flavor of the diversity represented by the writers and their 
experiences. 
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In these times of national and international challenge, community colleges are becoming 
increasingly more significant to American society. Our conviction is that no more 
powerful and persuasive arguments can be found in support of community colleges 
than the words of their own graduates, and that is why the rest of this book is made up of essays 
by some of the most impressive of those graduates. 

Nevertheless, knowing something of the broad background and context of American 
community colleges— some statistics, some history— can further substantiate their value. 
Likewise, responding to some prevalent concerns about what community colleges do is an 
important part of establishing their worth. 

VSTHAT MOST PEOPLE DON'T KNOW ABOUT COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

Despite the abundance of community colleges and their accessibility to nearly every 
citizen in the country, various factors combine to make them less known and understood than 
most other American educrtional institutions. Among these factors are the relative newness 
of community colleges, the complexity of their goals and missions, their constant evolution, 
and the fact that they serve diffuse and diverse populations. 

History of Community Colleges 

As early as the mid-nineteenth century, about the time that the Morrill Act created land- 
grant institutions as "the people's colleges" in 1862, several presidents of major Anjerican 
universities were calling for the establishment of a two-year college. The major purpose of this 
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new kind of educational institution would be to prepare students for the transition from high 
school to university by offering all of the lower-division courses usually taught during the 
freshman and sophomore years. Thus, two-year colleges would free universities to focus 
exclusively on upper-division studies and the rigors of research. William Rainey Harper, 
president of the University of Chicago, attempted to implement this philosophy by founding 
the first junior college at his institution in 1896. Five years later, Joliet Junior College opened 
its doors as the first public two-year college in the United States. 

As is well known, however, few universities in years since have yielded their reign over 
lower-division studies. The institutionalization of the two-year college as an independent link 
in the educational chain, acting as the sole educational resource for students beginning 
postsecondary education, did not occur. Instead, two-year colleges came to be viewed inmany 
quarters as adjunct institutions responsible for educating poorly prepared students, providing 
vocational training and continuing educational opportunities. To combat this image of poor 
quality, and to seek a more equal status with universities, many two-year schools have sought 
over the decades to transform themselves into four-year institutions. 

Despite those early difficulties in eaming credibility from other segments of postsec- 
ondary education, two-year colleges have come to provide services upon which we all depend 
and from which we all benefit. Indeed, they have become institutionalized by popular 
demand. 

A major influence on the positive development of two-year colleges came during the 
administration of Harry S. Truman. In 1947 the Truman Commission on Higher Education had 
the foresight and vision to recognize the potential of these institutions to provide access to 
postsecondary education for previously unrepresented portions of the American population. 
Among other things, the commission recommended changing the name of two-year colleges 
from junior to community college in order to more accurately reflect the role they would 
increasingly come to fulfill. 

In addition to the community college's promise of open access, growth has been a 
hallmark of the institution since its inception at the beginning of this century. A total of only 
nine junior colleges existed in 1909, whereas today more than 1,200 community colleges dot the 
map in every state but one. Enrollments in community colleges grew by 215 percent between 
1965 and 1975, the ''boom'' years during which a new college was opened on an averageof once 
a week. In recent years, the number of students attending community colleges has continued 
to climb at a steady, though slower, pace. 

Simile rly, the number of associate degrees awarded by community colleges grew by 
more than 24 percent between 1975 and 1985, from 360,171 to 446,047 (Palmer, 1987-88). To put 
this expansion in perspective, the number of bachelor's degrees awarded increased by only 7 
percent during the same period, and the number of graduate degrees actually declined. 

Community colleges have become, in the less than one century in which they have 
existed, a potent new social force. Unique among all segments of postsecondary education, 
community colleges can — and do — consider themselves part of a "movement." 

Characteristics of Community College Services and Enrollments 

Almost all community colleges share certain characteristics that set them apart from 
other educational institutions. Following is a brief list of such distinguishing characteristics; 

• All together, community colleges educate an enormous number of people. By 
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the end of the 1980s they enrolled between five and six million individuals in 
credit courses each year, as well as somewhere over four million others taking 
non-credit classes. Those enrolled in credit courses in community colleges re- 
present41 percent of the entire enrollment in all undergraduate programs across 
America, and community colleges are the institutions of choice for over 55 per- 
cent of all first-time postsecondary students. 

Tuition for students who attend community colleges is lower than that charged 
by other postsecondary institutions, including state-supported four-year col- 
leges and universities. The overwhelming bulk of community college students 
commute to and from school, which affords them a further substantial financial 
advantage over enrolling at residential campuses. 

Diversity in the size of America's community colleges is apt to strike even the 
casual observer. Almost half of the more than 1,200 public and private commu- 
nity,iunior, and technical colleges serve rural areas not accommodated by other 
postsecondary institutions. In effect, these schools ha ve been brought to people 
who might not otherwise have been able to leave home to participate in postsec- 
ondary education. Rural colleges like these may serve as few as 100 students; in 
fact, one quarter of all community colleges enroll fewer than 1,400 students.' In 
contrast, many of the larger community -^olleges serve urban areas. Among the 
largest multi-college and multi-campus systems— the 25 percent of public col- 
leges whose enrollments exceed 5,750 students— are the Los Angeles Commu- 
nity College District, with around 100,000 students; the Maricopa Community 
College District in Arizona; the City Colleges of Chicago; the Dallas County 
Community College District; and Miami-Dade Community College in Florida. 

Larger proportions of older students are enrolled by communi ty colleges than by 
higher educafion as a whole. The average age of students in credit classes at pub- 
lic community colleges is 28, and 50 percent of all community college students 
are older than the traditional 18-to-24-y ear-old college cohort. Day classes reflect 
an average age of 23, whereas evening classes reflect an average age of 38. 

Community colleges serve large numbers of minority students. In fact, they 
have been referred to as "the Ellis Island of higher education" (Vaughan, 1983, 
p. 9). By fall 1986, minorities composed approximately 22 percent of all students 
in community, technical, and junior colleges. More than 57 percent of Native 
American college students, 55 percent of Hispanic college students, 43 percent 
of all Black college students, and 41 percent of all Asian college students attend 
community colleges (National Center for Higher Education, 1989). When com- 
pared to four-year college and university enrollments, this represents a dispro- 
portionate share of minorities served. 

The proportion of handicapped students is much larger in community colleges 
than in four-year colleges and universities. International students makeup a 
large porfion of students attending two-year schools: nearly 1.1 percent (Cohen 
& Brawer, 1989). 
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CONCERNS ABOUT COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

As the number of community colleges has grown over the years, and as the magnitude 
of support required to operate themeffectively has expanded, concerns have been raised about 
their nature and worth. These concerns deserve examination. 

"The quality of commtinit}/ college students is low" Some people have referred to com- 
munity colleges as ''high schools with ashtrays." Terminology like this, despite its disparaging 
tone, does reflect the fact that community colleges share with public education a willingness 
to accept the least-prepared students along with the most proficient ones. 

No knowledgeable person would dispute the statement that many community college 
students are less academically able than are their four-year college counterparts. The fact that 
community colleges accept students who are excluded elsewhere because of their acawlemic 
deficiencies means that virtually all such colleges provide developmental courses intended to 
help "at-risk" individuals prepare for educational success. In 1982, 25 percent of entering full- 
time community college students said they had ranked in the top fifth of their high school 
classes; 60 percent of those entering universities made the same claim (Astin, Hemond, & 
Richardson,1982). 

These statistics apply only to students entering college for the first time, however — 
meaning less than a third of the community college population. Two-thirds of community 
college students, including many who have already received baccalaureate degrees, possess 
academic abilities and create influences on the educational dimateof their colleges which have 
yet to be assessed (Deegan & Tillery, 1985). In fact, one feature which attracts both students 
and staff to community colleges is that their clientele ranges broadly enough in age and 
academic readiness to make almost anyone feel at home. 

Furthermore, community colleges rightly ask to be judged by the quality of their 
products, not by nature of the "raw material" from which those products derive. If they are 
assessed in terms of "value added" — that is, what they are able to do to change the lives of the 
students they enroll — community colleges can take pride in the kinds of personal successes 
typified by the profilees in this book. 

At the same time, it is fair tosay that community colleges have plenty of work to do. Part 
of their challenge is to make certain that the nature of educational opportunity for their 
students transcends ''the right to meet minimal standards" (Cross, 1976, p. 3) and constitutes, 
instead, the right to develop one's talents to the maximum possible extent. 

''Transferrates are low." Accmatepostsecondary transfer rates are hard tocomebyin this 
country because data are not regularly collected by either government agencies or four-year 
colleges and universities. Furthermore, definitions and methods of calculating transfer rates 
differ substantially from source to source. 

Data from one major study (Brown, 1987) did indicate that approximately 29 percent of 
1980 high school graduates who entered two-year colleges by October 1983 later transferred 
to four-year institutions. One reality which these figures fail to reflect, however, is that many 
students who enroll at community colleges never in tend to transfer. In fact, studies in at least 
five states throughout the 1980s revealed that only about one third of all entering community 
college students referred to earning a baccalaureate degree as their primary aspiration (Cohen 
& Drawer, 1989). 

The objectives that some community coilege students pursue may be attained through 
taking courses whose completion leads directly into the work force. Earning an associate in 
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applied science degree in some technical frsld is a goal for many of these individuals, and 
certificates requiring less than a full two years of study are also sought by many. 

Large numbers of other students, knowing that community colleges will accept them 
whenever they enter and allow them to "stop out" later without penalty, may deliberately 
sample a handful of courses over a space of several years without ever planning to earn a 
diploma. Perhaps as much as a quarter of those who attend community colleges may fall into 
this "special ii\terest" category; that is, their aims are to enlarge their range of experiences, 
improve their language skills in English or some other language, or satisfy a desire for some 
sort of personal growth (Sheldon,1983). Men and women like these often continue to derive 
benefits for decades from associating with their community colleges, regardless of whether 
they ever transfer elsewhere. 

Another point to consider in assessing transfer and graduation statistics in community 
colleges IS that the vast majority of bachelor's degree recipients take more than four years to 
graduate. Ofl980 high school graduates who enrolled full-time in a "four-year college" during 
the fall of 1980, for instance, only about one in five had earned a baccalaureate degree nine 
semesters later (Palmer, 1990). In short, the trend among America's college students— 
wherever they go to school— is to depart freely and frequently from the constrained schedules 
of the past. 

"Commwiihj colleges perpetuate class and economic stratification by 'cooling out' students " 
Statistics indicate that many communi ty college s tudents have less-educated parents and come 
from families with lower incomes than do students who attend four-year colleges and 
umversities. In a study of the nation's high school graduating class one year, only 27 percent 
of students who entered community colleges were from families in the top quartile on a social 
class index, whereas 61 percent of those who entered four-year institutions came from that 
group (National Center for Education Statistics, 1984). 

Such differences in socioeconomic status have led some critics to conclude that a 
prominent underlying function of community colleges is to channel students into their 
appropriate" positions in the social order, based upon their past status. Zwerling (1976), for 
instance, asserted that students who experience community college education are apt to reach 
for less than they are capable of accomplishing by, for example, being counseled into "lower- 
status" terminal occupational curricula rather than baccalaureate transfer programs. 

What critical analyses like these overlook is that the choice for the vast majority of first- 
time communi tycollegestudents is not between the status-enhancing possibilities associated 
with attending a four-year college or university on the one hand, and the supposedly less lofty 
outcomes of a community college education on the other. Instead, the choice is generally 
between the community college and nothing. Were it not for the community college, these 
millions of men and women might never even realize that they have opportunities for personal 
and vocational growth, much less find ways to explore such opportunities. 

Furthermore, one of the central strengths of the communi:y college as a tool for personal 
improvement is the variety of curricula it offers to its students at any stage in their lives. The 
20-year-old manor woman who is "cooled out" enough upon leaving a community college to 
settle into a technician's position in some business or industrial firm, for example, will have 
many chances later in life to upgrade job skills or embark upon an entirely different course of 
study— perhaps leading to a four-year degree at that time— by returning to the community 
college at will. In other words, the "allocative function" of community colleges (Cohen & 
Drawer, 1989, p. 355) is frequently able to expand and enrich people's life chances. In essence. 
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Ihe community college is an extraordinary enabling institution. 

CONCLUSION 

After reviewing the essays presented in the remainder of this volume, readers will 
readily appreciate that community colleges provide opportunities for people to grow. Com- 
ments by the profilees exemplify how students with resolve can and do embark upon careers 
after graduation from two-year colleges— and then go on to make significant contributions to 
their communities and our nation. 

These profiles demonstrate that community colleges most often offer a hand up, not a 
hand-out. They show how community colleges assist people to reach thegoals they are willing 
to work for — without compromising standards. They reflect the myriad w^ays in which we all 
benefi t from the services provided by community colleges. And they show that, were it not for 
community colleges, many of the dreams of our nation's most responsible and productive 
citizens might never have been conceived, much less brought into reality. 
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Connie Bushnell 
El Centre College, TX 




In 1980, 1 was a legal secretary preparing documents for real 
estate transactions in a branch office of a title company in 
Dallas, TX. My 16 years' experience in real estate law did 
not give me the credibility I needed to go forward with my career 
m law. It was evident that I would need to return to school for my 
associate's degi^e in the legal assistant profession. 

College was not new to me, since I had completed one year 
of college at North Texas University in Denton and one year of 
courses atEl Cenlro Community College in Dallas. I wa-, relieved 
to see others, my age and older, who had also four doors closed 

because of a lack of education. I had never been a .op student in • i 

Upon graduation in 1983, 1 was hired as a paralegal in the law firm of Akin Currm 
Strauss,Hauer&Feld.IpassedtheNationalAssociationofLegalAss?sTan^^^^^^^^ 

certi icat onandreceivedmyCertifiedLegalAssistantCertific?teS8 l ist^^^^^^ 
certification examination given tolegal assistants. ^^emiybb. it is the only national 

Recently, my firm asked me to chair a committee to establish a continuing leaal 

topics of law. n addition, I was invited to serve during the academic year o 1989-^^^^^^^^ 
Centro College's Legal Assistant Advisory Committee. ^ 

The encouragement from my family gave me courage to co back tn ^rh^n] . 
continuemystudies.ThehelpIreceivedfrommyteachersgavlmeth°^ 
in the program and receive my associate's degree in applied arts^nd sdX I eU c^^^^^ 
and stimulated intellectually. Upon graduation, I felt prepLed o succeed A^^^ ?^^^^^^ 
prepared and inspired to continue with my education to reac^h my goal oTJ^^^ 
practicing attorney in the city of Dallas. Presently, I ani attendingZuiStf^^^^^^^^ 
Dallas for a bachelor's degree in general studies. ^ ^ 

Going to school at night is difficult, but I am 
dedicated to attaining my goals and to helping others 
to becomesuccessful legal assistants. Ihopelcan pass 
on to others in the profession or entering theprofebsion 
the encouragement and help that I was given at El 
Centro. I will always be thankful. 



Connie Bushnell graduated from El Centro 
College in 1983 with a degree in legal assis- 
lantship and is now living in Dallas, TX. 
As the leader in the legal assistant depart- 
ment of Akin, Cuvip, Strauss, Haucr & 
Feld-the largest law firm in Dalks-sk' 
conducts a continuing legal education pro- 
gram for legal assistants through the Dallas 
Bar Association. She also serves on the El 
Centro Legal Assistant Advisory Commit- 
tee, providing valuable insights for the col- 
lege's instructors and students. 
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James M. Graves, Jr. 
Muskegon Community College, MI 




M 



uskegon Community College has had a more sig- 
nificant impact on my life than any other institu- 
tion. Just as for many of the blue-collar young 
peopfe of our industrial town, college seemed an impossibility to 
me. The encouragement that so many of our elders and teachers 
gave us to stay away from the vagaries of the assembly line and 
grow toourfuUestintellectualaridsocialpotentialseemed eroded 
by the cold economic realities of high college costs and modest 
working class wages. "JC," as the local community college was 
known, had been available for several years wiih its rock-solid 
i-eputation in both college transfer and vocational programs. 
Nevertheless, I felt that if I was going to exert what seemed at the time to be a massive effort 
to obtain a college education, I wanted the glamour of going away to a four-year college in 
another stale. Thesages noted, "A prophethas no honor in his own country," andmanyyoung 
people possess that same altitude toward their home communities and local educational 
institutions. I certainly did. 

A combination of scholarships, summerjol". and a work-studyprogram enabledme to 
enroll in an excellent four-year school. However, a college located in a rural setting with a 
student body smaller than my high school graduating class was not satisfactory to me, and a 
refrain familiar to many freshmen appeared: College for what? What career, what goal? 
Escape from the humdrum of 40 years' operating a punch press v^as a powerful initial 
motivator, but escape to what? Theconfusion was so great that in spile of the encouragement 
of kind professors and the satisfaction of adequate grades, I left after one semester to work, save 
money, and sort things out. 

Neither my home community nor the local "JC" seemed so boring now. Indeed, they 
seemed downright attractive. Encouraged by the wise counsel of former teachers, I enrolled 
as a full-time transfer student at Muskegon Community College and continued my part-time 
job. It \vas one of the most fortuna te decisions I ever made. The basic two-year college transfer 
program enabled me to progress toward my degree whileengaged inmy "sorting out" process 
for career goals in the familiarity of my own community. I can honestly say that the quality of 
teaching at the community college was better than that of the prestigious four-year college, 
graduate school, and professional school that I eventually attended. The faculty contact, 
faculty encouragement,andacademicstandards were 
second to none. 

The study skills, work habits, and motivation 
for self-help instilled by the college have lasted a 
lifetime. 

Thanks, JC, for being there! 



James Craves, Jr., graduated from Mu$- 
kcson Community College in 1962 with a 
degree in liberal a rts. He lives inMuskegon, 
Ml, where he serves as judge of the 74th 
Circuit Court. In this capacity, he Ims often 
presentedcrimeprcvenlionprogramsatarea 
schools. He also serves on a Law Day panel 
each year and has contributed substantially 
to the activities of the Child Abuse Council 
and various local churches. 
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Russell J. Ippolito 

Westchester Community College, NY 




They say that community colleges perform a "salvage" 
function. It's true: I was "salvaged" at Westchester 
Community College, NY. By the fourth grade, 1 had 
failed every class. By the time I was a senior in high school, I had 
read onp book. Sitting second to last in my class, I dropped out my 
senior year. 

After dropping out, I worked many different jobs. I guess 
I became what people call "street wise." Although there is a great 
deal to learn in the street and oU men can impart wisdom, 
something in my life was missing. I decided to go to college. 

With a great deal of effort, I was able to get a high school — 

equivalency diploma. I applied to several colleges and was turned down summarily Several 
years later I heard that Westchester Community College had open enrollment. I applied took 
a course, and a passion of knowledge flared. I enrolled full-time and through several twists of 
fate became the student government president. 

I graduated from Westchester Community College with high honors, » ansf erred to 
Columbia Umversity, and graduated with high honors in philosophy. I entered Pace Univer- 
sity School of Law, and currently sit on the Ranking Scholars list. 

The encouragementi receivedatWestchesterCommunity College was inspiring. Iwas 
not sure I could handle college, but my professors assured me I could. Their guidance and 
support dnv^ me. I have not taken a course or read.^ book totally believing I could finish 
Their voices echo in my mind telling me I can. 

I can now try to help society by litigating in environmental law or trying to light a 
student's mind ablaze by teaching. Whatever I decide, there is one thing for certain these 
choices were not mine to make before I found Westchester Community College 



Russell Ippolito graduated from West- 
chester Community College in 1985 with a 
degree in liberal artslsocial science. He now 
lives in Tarrytown, NY. After serving as 
president of the Westchester student senate 
for two years and graduating with a 3.86 
CPA, he earned a BA degree in philosophy 
from Columbia University ana is now a 
second-year law student at Pace Univer- 
sity. He has attained all these achievements 
despite a learning disability. 
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Wesley Johnson 

Central Community College, NE 




I 



can summarize how my junior college experience contrib- 
uted to my life in a single word: Opportunity— opportu- 
nity to discover myself, opportunity to discover a reward- 
ing career, and the opportunity to contrib-ite to the people I 
represent as an attorney. 
I I come from a working, middle-class family, and was a 

^ J* mediocre high school student. I had few, if any, goals other than 

J graduation as soon as possible. I graduated at mid-term of my 

senior year and quickly realized! wanted and needed more formal 
education. 

My community's junior college. Central Community Col- 
lege - Platte Campus, waG the answer to my needs. Platte provided formal, post-high school 
education, was close to home, had reasonable academic admission requirements and aff' -d- 
ablfe tuition rates, and, quite unexpectedly, presented me with the opportunity to di -r 
myself. 

With the guld^inceandassistanceof concerned and dedica ted Platteinstructors,Ifound 
that I like to thmk, to analyze, to organize my thoughts in some coberei\t manner. In short, I 
discovered how much I really wanted to learn. Consequently, I attained the scholastic 
prerequisites necessary for admission into a four-year univ^^-sity and, later, law school. 

At the university and especially the law school I attended, my peers were graduates of 
educational institutions more established and renowned than Platte. Nevertheless, my junior 
college foundation served me well. Academically, I was competitive, and I discovered the 
opportunity for a rewarding career in law. 

As an attorney, my practice is substantially limited to personal injury and workers' 
compensation claims. All my clients suffer from injuries, many so seriously injured they 
cannot continue to be employed in their present occupations. They want and need the 
education and retraining necessary to acquire newemployment skills tailored to fit their post- 
injury capabilities. 

My junior college experience provided me a unique, personal opportunity to smcerely 
urge these clients to attend local junior colleges for their educational and vocational needs. I 
can honestly discuss with these individuals what they can expect and the rewards they can 
achieve through a junior college experience like my 
own, 

My life is personally, professionally, and so- 
cially more satisfying and productive because of my 
junior college experience and the opportunities it pro- 
vided and continues to provide to me. 



Wesley Johnson graduated from Central 
Commu nity College-Platte Campiis in 1 975 
with a degree insocial science. He now lives 
in DallasJX. After distinguishing himself 
as an undergraduate student, he spent sev- 
eral years in rural Texas as a VISTA volun- 
teer. As a practicing attorney in Dallas, he 
continues to exhibit a strong social con- 
science and has recently defended several 
cases dealing with environmental protec- 
tion issues. 
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Mary Kegley 

Wytheville Community College, VA 




Wy theville Community College provided me with an 
opportunity that I had missed when I graduated 
from high school in Canada. Afteroneyear of college 
there I became a medical laboratory technician, as there was no 
money forfurther college work. Over a gameof bridge in the 1960s, 
I heard a girlfriend say that she had gone back to school at WCc! 
That was amazing to me, as she had several children and was 
probably in her 30s. Then I realized if she could do it, maybe I could 
too, even though Ihad twochildren. After an hour conference with 
the president of ^he college, and a great deal of encouragement, I 
was sure I could do it. 

As I was interested in history, my first class was American history. The nextyear I added 
other courses, and before I knew it I was going full-time. It was an exhilarating time. After 
graduation m 1969, I completed one quarter at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State 
University but had to postpone my studies until 1974, when I resumed classes at Radford 
University, VA, remaining there to take my graduate work in history and obtaining mv 
master's degree in 1975. ^ 

In 1978,1 took another step-entering law school in Richmond, where I graduated with 
a juris doctor degree in 1981. A few months after graduation, I began teaching business law 
at Virginia Tech, where I am still employed in the department of finance. I am also in the 
general practice of law and have my own office in Wytheville. My interest in history has 
continued, and in 1989 I completed Wythe County, Virginia, A Bicentennial History, my eigh- 
teenthhistory-relatedpublication. WithoutWCC,noneof thiswouldhavebeenpossible.Iwill 
always be thankful for the comments made over the bridge table, the encouragement I received 
from the president, and for the presence of WCC in the community. 



Mary Kegley gmdmled from Wytheville 
Community College in 1969 with a degree 
in liberal arts. She now lives in Wytheville, 
VA, where she has written seiwral books 
about that area's history and genealogy. In 
her^ role as an attorney, she has taken an 
active part in many community organiza- 
tions. Throughout her life, she has contrib- 
uted to society while successfully handling 
the responsibilities of a home and family. 
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Maurice Ulric Killion 

Kaskaskia College^ IL 

Upon graduation from Centralia High School, IL, in 
1971,1 didnotimmediately opt for a college education. 
I found employment with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation as a dvil engineering technician trainee. One year 
later, however, I did enroll as a full-time student at Kaskaskia 
College, IL. 

I recall the student body as being friendly, and the insti'uc- 
tors and staff as being understanding and encouraging. The 
teaching methodologies were diverse, and I did receive a strong 
liberal arts education. Upon graduation from Kaskaskia College 
with an associate of arts degree, I found myself well-prepared for 
life and the pursuit of higher education. 

I went on to enroll at Illinois State University. As an undergraduate at ISU, I was 
awarded an undergraduate teaching assistantship in the department of economics and was 
subsequently awarded a bachelor of science degree in economics. 

Upon graduation from ISU, I was selected as a Counsel on Legal Educational Oppor- 
tunity student (CLEO) and went on to successfully complete the CLEO program conducted 
at the University of Cincinnati School of Law, OH. In 1979 1 was awarded a juris doctor degree 
irom the Capital University Law School in Columbus, OH. 

In 1987 1 returned to the Kaskaskia College District. As a member of the bar of the state 
of Illinois, I have served this community in several capacities. I was an instructor in the 
Administration of Justice Department at Kaskaskia College, and I am presentiy serving on the 
college's Administration of Justice Advisory Committee. I ha ve been profession ally employed 
by both the Clinton County and Marion County State's Attorneys Office. Upon my resignation 
as assistant state's attorney for Marion County in November of 1989, 1 was appointed to the 
position of Clinton County public defender. 

It is simple to list my accomplishments. It is difficult, however, to articulate my 
appreciation for Kaskaskia College. As a young student, I did undergo an experience at 
Kaskaskia College that left me confident in the pursuit of higher goals. Thanks to the Kaskaskia 
College District, I returned and continue to serve this community in my professional capacity 
as a lawyer. 



Maurice Ulric Killion graduated from Kas- 
kaskia College in 1974 with an A A degree. 
He now lives in Centralia, IL, where he has 
served as assistant state*s attorney for 
Marion County and as Clinton County 
public defender. He has taken part in the 
activitiesofhis alma mater over the years as 
a member of its Adn inistration of Justice 
Advisory Committee and as an instructor 
in its Administration of JustLe Depart- 
ment. 
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Renae Kimble 

Niagara County Community College, NY 

Within a few days of my arrival at Niagara County 
Community College a meeting was called to orient 
freshman minority students to college life and to 
introduce the Black Student Union. An election was held for 
officers, and I was surprisingly nominated for vice president. I did 
not stand a chance in the world of winning, because my two 
opponents were sophomores. To my surprise, however, I won the 
election and have been thrust into leadership positions ever since. 

NCCC allowed me to freely express myself and to discover 
and develop leadership, publicspeaking, and organizational skills 
that were virtually untapped resources within me. 

In order to meet the academic demands of any institution of higher learning, one needs 
to be disciplined, self-motivated, confident, and have mental toughness. NCCCs faculty 
helped to provide a balanced educational program for the students. This program provided 
enough challenges in the classroom environment to allow anyone to develop intellectually as 
well as develop written and oral skills necessary to succeed in one's own community and have 
a rewarding career. 

Igraduated from SUNYat Buffalo witha bachelor of arts degree in political sdence and 
then graduated from SUNY at Buffalo Faculty of Law and Jurisprudence with a juris doctor 
degree. I am employed at the Niagara County Attorney's Office as a legal associate. 

I have taken the NCCC commitment to excellence and applied it to every phase of my 
life as a community leader and activist. I have been privileged to speak at rallies of thousands, 
including a rally for Jesse Jackson and a rally for the offidal recognition of Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr.'s birthday. 

I have been the first Black woman to run for city council and have organized and 
spearheaded the fight to change the present at-large system of electing dty council candidates 
to district coundl representation, thereby eliminating the disenfranchisement experienced by 

residents who liveoutsideofthemostaffluentsectionof town where themajorityofthecoundl 
representatives live. I have spoken to young people about saying "no" to drugs. And I have 
worked to develop a magnet school program. I hope to giveback to my community just a little 
bit of what NCCC has given to me. 

I will never forget my educa tional experience a t 
NCCC. One may receive numerous degrees, awards, 
and commendations in alifetime,butonemust always 
look back to the place where it started. Forme,itwas 
NCCC. Thanks, NCCC, for providing me a golden 
opportunity to pursue and achieve academic excel- 
lence and a more fully empowered life. 




Renae Kimble graduated from Niagara 
County Community College in 1974 witha 
degree in liberal arts. She now lives in 
Niagara Falls, NY. The numerous commu- 
nity boards on which she has served include 
the Red Cross, the Niagara Community 
Cen ter and Girls Club, the Black Women s 
Political Network, the Renaissance VSIomen 
of Buffalo, the Niagara Christian Fellow- 
ship, and the New York State Democratic 
Committee. 
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Kenneth H. Laudenslager 

Kalamazoo Valley Community College, MI 




A 



fler qui tting high school in the 10th grade, I enlisted in 
the U.S. Army on my 17th birthday. I had hoped the 
military background would provide some hope for 
my seemingly rocky future. Upon returning from Vietnam ab a 
decorated soldier I quickly learned my future in society was little, 
if at all, affected by the wounds and medals I received overseas. I 
needed a vehicle to success. 

Despite coming from a family of honorable factory workers 
with no college experience, I felt directed by my family to pursue 
college. Kalamazoo Valley Community College had just com- 
pleted its first year of instruction, and since it received rave 
reviews from our community, I explored enrollment. 

My fears of failure, along with residual problematic emotions stemming from Vietnam, 
quickly evaporated when I first entered KVCC's Redwood Hall. The numbing effects of self- 
doubt and the war experience dramatically eased with the tide of personal encouragement I 
received from KVCC's staff an. dministration. The counselors metmy ambition witha well- 
balanced curriculum at an affoi ble price. I applied a determined discipline to my studies, 
graduating two years later with a 4.0 grade point average. 

KVCC also was the springboard for my social adjustment. The schoors positive 
approach in dealing with the students and their needs prompted me to run for president of the 
student body. After being elected, I sat with the board of trustees and offered student 
responses to the board's mapping of this institution's future. 

Thanks to my academic achievements at KVCC, I was given a fully paid scholarship to 
Western Michigan University. I graduated there in 1973 summa cum laude. With KVCC's 
motivational momentum, I applied for and received a scholarship at the Ohio Northern 
University College of Law. Applying the organizational skills and confidence cultivated at 
KVCC, I became vice president and president of the student bar association and was named 
research assistant to the dean. 

I graduated cum laude from Ohio Northern University in 1976. I entered the corporate 
world, and by 1978 I was president of WD Design Corporation in Alhambra, CA, vice- 
president of marketing and sales for Kazoo Imagination Toys, and regional manager for the 
parent company. Merchants Publishing Company of 
Kalamazoo. Since 1978 1 have engaged in the private 
practice of law and currently own a successful trial law 
firm. The communication skills and confidence ac- 
quired at KVCC are seen in action every day of my life, 
socially or in the business setting.Today, when I direct 
clients to KVCC, I feel a warm glow inside from the 
ember of success that that institution once kindled in 
me. Thanks Valley!!! 



Kenneth H. Laudenslager graduated from 
Kalamazoo Valley Community College in 
1971 with a degree in community seroicel 
psychology ami is nowlivingin Kalamazoo, 
Ml, He is a member of the Michigan Trial 
Lawyers Association and the Kalamazoo 
CountyTrial Attorneys' Association, Ken- 
neth also performs numerous public service 
activities, such as visiting high schools and 
speaking to students on Career Day, He 
now holds the position of trial attorney. 
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Audrey L. Lloyd 
Eastfield College, TX 

Eastfield College is much more than a place to learn 
academics. It provides an environment where quali- 
fied instructors, counselors, and other education pro- 
fessionals encourage people of all ages who have reached a point 
in theirlivesat which they need nurturing, guidance, information, 
and good advice in order to create their future. 

At Eastfield I received a good education in basic academic 
subjects, which I was able to add to and build upon from thatpoint 
on. The instructor-to-student ratio was low enough to enable 
instructors to spend time with students, a big benefit for a young 
person who is learning to make decisions that will affect the rest of 
her life. One particular instructor who is also a counselor at Eastfield, A.W. Massey, spent a 
great deal of time helping me to find some direction for my life. I benefitted greatly from the 
encouragement and information he gave me. 

Perhaps because Eastfield is a small school, it is easy to become involved in on-campus 
activities, an important way to learn leadership and responsibility. My experiences as a 
member of Phi Theta Kappa demonstrated to me that if I worked hard there w^ould be rewards. 
As a result of my having been a member at Eastfield, I qualified to be a member of Phi Theta 
Kappa Alumni at Southwest Texas State University. I was fortunate enough to be a founding 
member and historian of that alumni chapter the first year it was established. 

Eastfield College provided for me, in addition to the academic education, the opportu- 
nity to realize that I could accomplish much more. The people there made me feel that I 
belonged, which in turn led to self-assuredness and an improved self-concept. There I learned 
to become involved and to give myself the chance to excel. It is thatpart of my early education 
that has since enabled me to set and achieve goals and that has encouraged me to continue to 
want to aspire to achieve more. 

After graduation from Eastfield in May 19781 attended SouthwestTexas State Univer- 
sity. I majored in social science and received an Award for Excellence in History in the spring 
of 1980. 1 graduated with highest honors, obtaining a bachelor's in education in May 1980. 

The following August I began teaching at Lewisville High School in Lewisville, TX. I 
taught there for four years before resigning to pursue a postgraduate education. In May 1988 
I graduated from the Texas Tech University School of Law with a doctor of jurisprudence and 

a master's in public administration. 

I moved to San Antonio in August 1988 to work 
with the Court of Appeals for the Fourth Judicial 
District of Texas as a briefing attorney. That position 
traditionally being limited to one year,I moved in July 
1989 to take a position with the city of Dallas as an 
assistant city attorney. 



Audrey L Lloyd graduated from Eastjeld 
College, a part of the Dallas County Com- 
munity College District, in 1978 with a 
degree in social science. She now lives in 
Dallas, where she serves as assistant city 
attorney. Prior to assuming this position, 
she worked with the Fourth judicial Dis- 
trict of Texas as a briefing attorney. 
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Lazaro J. Mur 

Miami-Dade Community College, FL 



B 



ack in the summer of 1975, after graduating from high 
school,! was undecided about a career. I decided to go 
down to the Florida Keys and spend the summer as a 
lobster fisherman. After a memorable summer, which involved a 
great deal of work and which really served as an eye-opening 
experience, I decided to lequest a counseling session at Miami- 
Dade Community College, FL, Wolfson Car^pus. 

With a general interest in business and having previously 
taken an accounting course as part of a high school senior honors 
program sponsored by Miami-Dade Community College, I de- 
cided to pursue accounting as a career. Throughout my two years 
at Miami-Dade, I had the benefit of not only taking a number of accounting courses, but I was 
also given the opportunity to work in the accounting laboratory. The experience I received at 
Miami-Dade helped me complete my accounting education at Florida International Univer- 
sity, after which I became a certified public accountai ' and worked for the multinational 
accounting firm of Touche Ross & Company as a tax adviser. 

Thereafter, I received my master's of laws in taxation, as well as my law degree, from 
the University of Miami. To this date, I continue to be thankful to Miami-Dade Community 
College for the guidance I received early in my academic career. 

Today, I am associated with the law firm of Fine, Jacobson, Schwartz, Nash, Block & 
England. I practice in various areas of tax law wuth special emphasis on international taxation. 

I strongly believe that the road to a better future begins in school, and Miami-Dade 
Community College was there for me at the beginning of that road. 



Lazaro ]. Mur graduated from the Wolfson 
Campus of Miami-Dade Community Col- 
lege in 1 975 with a degree in pre-accoun ting 
and is now living in Miami, FL He is a 
member of the Florida Bar and the Ameri- 
can, Dade County, and Cuban-American 
bar associations. He is also a member of the 
American, Florida and Dade County insti- 
tutes of certified public accountants and 
luas named in the 1989 edition o/ Who's 
Who in American Law. 
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Linda D. Regenhardt 

Northern Virginia Community College, VA 




As with most people, the hardest thing for me to do is to 
change my status. For years I regretted that I had not 
completed a college education, but instead had gone 
directly to work, married, and raised five children. I intended to go 
back and finish my college education, but I somehow never found 
the incentive to take that first step. 

It took a tragedy to get me out of my state of inertia. My best 
fnend started back to college and had encouraged me to do the 
same. I procrastinated, as my youngest child was only in the first 
grade. My best friend, along with her eldest child, was killed in an 
automobile accident in July 1982. The loss of my friend was a 
reminder of my own mortality. Perhaps I didn't have all the time in the world. It was at that 
point that I decided to obtain the education I had not pursued. Ten days after my friend's 
memorial service, I walked into the guidance office at Northern Virginia Community College 
and signed up for 21 credit hours. 

Quite frankly, I was scared to death. I wasn't sure I could think about anything other 
than maintaining a home and caring for my children. I had been absent from any sort of studies 
for nearly 16 years. 

What I discovered at NVCC was a group of supportive people who really wanted me 
to succeed and who would do everything in their power to see that I had every opportunity 
There was nothing quite like the end of first quarter, when I looked at the posted exam grades 
and found that I had a perfect 4.0 average. I had proven I could do it. 

When it was time for me to transfer to a four-year institution, my adviser from NVCC 
arranged for me to meet with an adviser from George Mason University to discuss exactly what 
would or would not transfer. Much to my delight, I found that everything of substance I had 
taken transferred readily, and I was off to a good start at George Mason. I completed my 
bachelor's degree in 1984 and moved on to the study of law at Georgetown University 
graduating in 1987 with a juris doctorate. 

The community college experience was one of such warmth and support that I never 
severed my ties. During two of my three years of law school, I served as president of the alumni 
Federation for NVCC and have since that time served on the Educational Foundation Board. 
I strongly believe that my experience at NVCC gave me what I needed to pursue my 

educational and professional goals. The community 
college experience provided a sense of accomplish- 
ment and self-assurance, and I was fortunate to be in 
the company of warm, supportive people who have 
remained my advisers and friends in the ensuing 
years. To this day, when I feel the need for advice, I 
contact former teachers and counselors at NVCC who 
have proved a never-ending source of support for me. 



Linda D. Regenhardt graduated from 
Northern Virginia Community College in 
1982 with a degree in business administra- 
tion and general studiesand is now living in 
Springfield, VA. She ispart of the litigation 
team for the firm of Clary, Lawrence, Lick- 
stein & Moore. She is licensed to practice 
law in the Commonwealth of Virginia, the 
state of Maryland, and the District of Co- 
lumbia. 
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Deborah E Sanders 

Columbus State Community College, OH 

Before I entered Columbus State Community College, 
OH, my goal was to become a legal secretary. As a 
result of the technical training and the individual 
attention I received at Columbus State, I have had rewarding 
experiences as a legal secretary and a legal assistant (paralegal). I 
am now a practicing attorney in my hometown of Columbus, OH 
While attending high school, I didn't dare dream that I 
could ever join the ranks of the ''true'' professionals whom I 
identified as doctors, lawyers, or PhD's. These people were either 
brilliant or had gone to "the best schools." Although I had always 
been a good student, I never considered myself brilliant; and 
because I was educated in inner-city public schools, I was afraid to go to a large college where 
I would be forced to compete with thebrighteststudents from "the best schools." My dilemma 
was solved when I received a full scholarship to a community college. I would learn a 
marketable skill without being forced to :idapt to campus life at a large four-year college. 

I did not realize my true potential until after I became a student at Columbus State. My 
academic success gave me confidence that I could compete with students on a larger campus. 
When I learned of the different careers a legal secretarial position could launch, I began to 
entertain theidea of becoming an attomey. The study skills HearnedatColumbus State carried 
rr*e through paralegal school, helped me obtain a bachelor's degree, and prepared me well for 
law school. 

The individual attentionlreceivedatColumbusState also helped shape my life. During 
my last year, I considered dropping out of school. One of rny instructors counseled me exten- 
sively on the benefits of sticking with the program. I don't believe I would have received this 
kind of personal attention had I been on a large campus. I am sure my life would be very 
different had it not been for the personal interest of one special instructor. 

My education and personal growth at Columbus State brought out the self-confidence 
to compete with the rest of the world — something I definitely needed to survive the challenge 
of law school. Because of my experience at Columbus State, I constantly tell young people that 
they have the potential to do great things. Many students who have reached their senior year 
of high school without preparing for college feel that it's too late to set high goals. I tell these 
students that it is never too late to turn what they think is a mediocre existence into a highly 
meaningful and productive life, as long as they have self-confidence, ambition, and persever- 
ance. 




Deborah F. Sanders graduated from Co- 
liwibus State Community College in 1974 
ivith a degree in its legal secretarial major, 
AAB. She is nozv a practicing attorney in 
her hometown of Columbus, OH, with the 
firm of Baker & Hostetler. 
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Nancy E. Slovik 
Coastal Carolina Community College, NC 




I enrolled at Coastal Caroling Community College, NC, at 
the age of 17 to earn an adult education diploma. Two 
years later, I earned my associate of arts degree and 
graduated with honors. I was well on my way to completing 
college. I had, however, gained more than an AA degree during 
those two years. 

The school's nurturing atmosphere, my contact with a 
unique student population, and my involvement in the many 
college activities available helped me mature and develop my 
leadership and communication skills. I believe those characteris- 
tics were crucial to my acceptance to a 'Top Twenty" law school 
and to my subsequent success there. Moreover, my life is still improving because of my 
experiences at a community college. 

I am especially grateful for the opportunity to have begun my college education at 
Coastal. After skipping my senior year of high school and beginning college at such an early 
age, I could have been overwhelmed by a larger institution. I would have felt lost, homesick, 
and intimidated by too many people. Coastal provided the perfect transition. The instructors 
knew most students by name. The students tended to really want the education they were 
getting. I felt comfortable, capable, and confident. 

My self-confidence may have fostered a desire to get involved, and I joined the Student 
Government Association. After a year as secretary, I was elected president of the SGA. In this 
capacity, I served as an ex-officio membe~ of the board of trustees and as a student represen- 
tative on several college committees. Other activities, such as membership in the National 
Spanish Honor Society, kept me busy, but being president of the SGA made me feel 
responsible— for money, for the success of planned activities, for the reputation of students 
with the faculty and administration, and for my own reputation. The experience was invalu- 
able. 

After completingmystudies at Coastal,! transferred to a much larger four-year college, 
where I graduated magna cum laude with a bachelor of arts degree in English. I then went 
straight to law school at a university of more than 21,000 students. I obtained a juris doctor 

degree three years later. Those large schools gave me 
an excellent education and I enjoyed my years there. 
Flowever, when I think of Coastal Carolina Commu- 
nity College, I feel especially proud— of the school and 
of my accomplishments- It was at Coastal that I re- 
ceived the foundation { i^eded, and it was there that 
I began to see myself as a successful person. 



Nancy E. Slovik graduated from Coastal 
Carolina Ccmmunity College in 79S3 with 
an AA degree. She is currently employed as 
an attorney at the United States Postal 
Service Law Department in Windsor, CT. 
She volunteers with the Big BrothersjBig 
Sisters of Hartford; the confraternity of 
ChristianDoctrine as aninstnictor for chil- 
dren; St. Joseph 's Church, where she serves 
as a lecloriand the Boy Scouts of America as 
a class instructor. Nancy is ako a member 
of the North Carolina I^gr Association. 
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Roberta I. Stonehill 

Ocean County College, NJ 




I 



n 1976 1 began my transformation from a battered house- 
wife to a professional woman. I had just finished two years 

of unsuccessful job hun ting. Divorce was frequently on my 

mind, but with three school-aged children, no job, no money, and 
no help, I felt trapped. 

Ocean County College, NJ, was an experiment. My first 
semester consisted of one course built around my children's 
schedules and a part-time job. It was years since I had attended 
school. I wasn't sure I could do college work. In addition, I thought 
I would feel old and out of place. I found, however, that I could do 
the work, there weremany returning s tudents, and I never felt out 
of place. I had taken the first steps on the journey that completely changed my life. 

I spent four wonderful years at OCC progressing from one course per semester, to two, 
to three, and onward. 

Outside the classroom I was invited to join the honor society and became an active 
member, then secretary, and finally chapter president. Before long I was involved with many 
other campus activities; I tutored other students and worked in the library. 

Meanwhile, my personal life was changing. I consulted a lawyer about a divorce and 
concluded that living on welfare would be better than living under the conditions I had 
endured for so many years in marriage. I was divorced in November 1979. My children and 
I received welfare for four years. 

In 1980 1 received my associate in arts degree with honors, was class commencement 
speaker, received many awards, and was going on to Georgian Court College, NJ, for a four- 
year degree. 

In 1983 1 graduated magna cum laude with a 3.87 grade point average, a bachelor of arts 
in history, and a certification to teach social studies. 

Before completing the BA, I decided to earn another degree. I applied to law school. To 
my surprise, I was accepted by Rutgers University School of Law-Newark, NJ. In 1986, to my 
amazement, the degree of juris doctor was conferred upon me. I was glad to have witnesses 
at graduation because I could hardly believe this had 
happened to me. In 1987 an invitation was extended to 
me to teach part-time at Georgian Court College. 

I realize that OCC provided the opportunity to 
have a whole new life: to move from a battered 
housewife without a job or skills to a practicing attor- 
ney and college instructor. Whatever contribution I am 
able to make to OCC and the world can never equal the 
contribution OCC made to my life. 



Roberta L Stonehill graduated from Ocean 
Count}/ College, NJ, in 1980 ivith a degree 
in history. Stonehill i$ a member of the 
Ocean County and New Jersey bar asso- 
ciations. She notonly teaches history courses 
at Ocean Coun ty College, but also served as 
a member of the board of directors of the 
Ocean County Head Start Program. She 
has volunteered countless hours to theOCC 
Alumni Association and its efforts to raise 
funds for scholarships for needy students. 
She abo spends a great deal of time counsel- 
ing clients at jails at ivhatever time of day 
she is needed. 
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Vivian A. Sye-Payne 

Salem Community College, NJ 

When I graduated from high school in 1965, career 
options for Black women were pretty much limited 
to teaching or nursing, neither of which appealed to 

me. 

By the time I enrolled in Salem Community College, in 
1973, 1 was married and the mother of two children^ At that time 
people like myself were called ''non traditional'' studenlb 

Salem Community College had only begun oxiering a 
liberal arts curriculum the year before I enrolled. During one 
semester,Ihad toattend school five days and two nights per week 
in order to carry a full courseload. In a two-year period I had one 
professor for six different courses. That is not a complaint. 

The size of the liberal arts faculty was in no way a measurement of their quality. I have 
often wondered how a small fledgling community college attracted such excellent teachers. 
They were intellectually stimuladng, challenging and encouraging me to be the best that I 
could be and go as far as I could go. I had one teacher who taught both English composition 
and American literature. She would never let me be satisfied with a "B" on my papers. She 
insisted that with a little more work, the paper could rate an "A" I hated her during those 
times, but there were many daysatRutgersUniversity,NJ,andtheUniversity of Pennsylvania 
that I thanked God for her and her insistence on excellence. 

In fact, all of my Salem Community College teachers took a very serious view of their 
responsibility to prepare my classmates and me to enter four-year institutions. Besides 
excellent academic preparation, the encouragement I received from my teachersbuilt my self- 
confidence to the point where I looked forward to new experiences. 

After graduating from Salem Community College, I matriculated at Rutgers Camden 
College of Arts and Sciences, where I earned a bachelor's degree in urban studies and 
community development. In 1977 1 entered law school at the University of Pennsylvania and 
earned a juris doctorate in 1980. 1 now maintain my own law practice in Philadelphia. I can 
honestly say that but for Salem Community College and its wonderful faculty, I would not 

Vivian A. Sye-Payne graduated from Salan 
Commiinily College in 1975 with a degree 
in liberal arts and is now living in Salem, 
N/. Hercurrent activities includemember- 
ship in the American Bar Association, 
Philadelphia Bar Association 's Family Law 
Section and Probate and Trust Section, and 
theNational Bar Association Women*s Di- 
vision. She is a member of the Salem Com- 
munity Education Center Advisory Board 
and founder/clmr of the Concerned Black 
Business and Professional Women*s 
Scholarship, awarded to a college-bound 
Saletn High School graduate. 
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Hilda Tagle 

Del Mar College, TX 

From time to time, when I am being introduced and the 
list of my credentials is being recited, I flash back to the 
time when I was about 10 years old as I watched a 
television commercial that said, ''Give to the college of your choice, 
for the college doors will be closing in 10 years/' I longed to go to 
college, but! was so afraid thatby the time I was rea dy, thosedoors 
would slam shut in my face. 

But Del Mar College, TX, opened its doors for me, and once 
inside those doors, I found the means by which I could reach 
heights I never knew existed. Without a single doubt, the knowl- 
edge and skills I acquired while! was 3 student at Del Mar College 
have served as the educational foundation for what I have achieved in my personal life. 

Since my return to Corpus Christi to practice law, my life has been continually 
influenced by Del Mar. For instance, I have enrolled in a variety of courses, ranging from 
accounting to data processing, in order to enhance my skills as a lawyer. Each time I have 
enrolled, I have persuaded one of my four brothers to enroll along with me, thereby gaining 
mutual benefits: I ha veacquired an instant study partner, and they have received credit toward 
a Del Mar degree that they will one day complete. 

In addition to honing my skills as a lawyer, Del Mar has provided me with what I 
consideroneof my greatest career achievements, thatof being a teacher on the Del Mar College 
faculty. I learned to appreciate many things, among them the fact that being a good teacher is 
a great deal harder than I ever dreamed it was going to be. I also learned to appreciate the 
beauty and determination of older students who, for a myriad of reasons, had either just 
completed their General Educational Development (high school equivalency) program or had 
never pursued a degree after high school graduation. 

This experience has helped me gain valuable insight, because now that I am a judge, I 
see juveniles and adults throughout our society who havf failed as citizens. I strongly believe 
that this has happened because of their failure as students. Therefore, I frequently include the 
completion of a GED as a condition of probation. As a teacher,! have seen improvement in the 
quality of lives of students who return to school. It is for that reason that I am convinced that 
this requirement is often the first step of probationers toward becoming productive members 
of society. 

I feel certain that the goal of these probationers can realistically be accomplished using 
the resources of a community college such as Del Mar 
College. For this reason, I am thankful as an alumna, 
a judge, and as an advocate of adult literacy that we 
have a college of Del Mar's caliber in the Corpus 
Christi community. 
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Hilda Tagle graduated from Del Mar Col- 
lege in 1967 and is now living in Corpus 
Christi, TX, She became the first Hispanic 
woman in the state of Texas to sit on a court 
of record when she became the judge of 
NuecesCountyCourt'at'LawNo,3inl9S5. 
She was recently ajytmnted by the Texas 
Supreme Court to the State Commission of 
juaicial Conduct. 
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Jeannine A. Thorns 

McHenry County College, IL 



There is a well-known term in real estate, '^Location, 
location, location/' I can unequivocally state that I 
would not be an attorney today if it were not for the 
fact that McHenry County College was located to meet my needs. 
Of course, needs go much deep er than location, and in that regard, 
MCC was the educational inspiration I needed to consider further- 
ing my goals. 

I returned to school as a wife and mother of two young 
children who depended greatly upon me. My goal at tha t time was 
much less than a law degree. The transition to school a mere two 
miles away was a workable and guiltless one that I could justify. 
The initial undertaking was also economically feasible for my family. The MCC faculty were 
available to the students, and their cn husiasm appeared to be authentic. This reinforced my 
decision io be there. 

WhenlgraduatedfromMCC with high honors,! thought,as many do, that thesegrades 
were not indicative of a "rear university. How wrong I was! My accomplishments at MCC 
carried through to a bachelor's degree, summa cum laude, and a subsequent law degree with 
high honors. I recite these scholastic achievements not to bore the reader, but to make clear that 
the standards at MCC were high and that 'he community college laid the groundwork for me 
to excel. 

After practicing law in a large firm in Chicago's Loop, I decided to return to the 
communi ty where I live and where my career was launched. I now practice in Crys tal Lake and 
often recommend MCC to my clients who are struggling to determine their future goals. In a 
general practice, my clients vary from corporate to estate planning. However, I find it 
particularly gratifying to work through some harrowing experiences with women who are 
battered or abused and desperately need the legal and social attention of their community. 

Our society's values are reflected by that which 
we are willing t^ tolerate. Fortunately for all, society 
has initialed laws that no longer tolerate discrimina- 
tion or abuse based on gender or race. I am proud to 
practice law in this country and I am proud of an 



Jeannine A. Thorns graduated from 
McHenry County College in 1979 with a 
degree in pre-law. She is now a practicmg 
lawyer who resides in Crystal Lake, IL . In 
addition to her pro bono service to indigen t 
and aged individuals through the Legal Ser- 
vices Center at Chicago-Kent College of 
Law, she serves as the president of the 
League of Women Voters in the Crystal 
Like-Cary area and asameniber ojhoth the 
Steering Committee of the Illinois Court 
Watching Project and the VJomen's Advi^ 
sory Council to theCavernor of Illinois. She 
has served as a delegate to the White House 
Conference on Families and has received the 
junior Chamber of Commerce Certificate of 
Distinguished Service. 
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Rose Vasquez 
Black Hawk College-Quad Cities s, IL 




B 



y the time I got to junior high school, I had fully 
decided what I wanted to be when I grew up. Televi- 
sion had been a big influence in my life then, and I 
found that the 'Terry Mason" series had sent the most powerful 
message — study law. Nevertheless, having a dream and realizing 
a dream are two very different things. As I graduated from high 
school, it was all too apparent that not everyone shared my 
confidence in my attaining such a goal. 

Clearly, the message from family and friends was ''don't 
rush into anything." Going to a local junior college was a logical 
step. I could gain a first-rate college education while allowing 
myself time to think about what it was I really wanted to do. I was convinced that all of the 
reasons for going to a local junior college were just too positive to pass up. Little did I realize 
that going to Black Hawk College could mean so much more in terms of educational 
experience. 

College has to prepare students for the real world. It has been my perception that once 
students nave a degree they are expected to hit the ground running if they want to compete 
successfully in our world. Black Hawk College offered so much more than academics that I 
knew when I enrolled that I was going to receive a truly well-rounded education. So many of 
my experiences at the school were important lessons for the real world. 

I took all of the pre-law courses that the :ollege had to offer; the professors and the 
subjects that they taught provided the backbone for my legal education. But just as important 
were my other experiences at the college. During my sophomore year, I was president of the 
student government association. During that same year the association provided the school 
with its first rock concert. I was also appointed by the president of the college to be on its 
affirmative action task force. For two years I was on the school's debating team, and in my last 
year I traveled with three other team members to compete in the annual Harvard University 
Invitational Forensic Tournament. Looking back, I see that these and other experiences I had 
at the college provided me with invaluable lessons that I use every day, and not just in the 
practice of law. 

I am currently practicing law as an assistant attorney general for the Iowa Department 
of Justice. I am an alternate for the Democratic Party's 
state central committee, diid I am an adjunct professor 
at Drake University Law School. In my opinion, this 
work is clearly a reflection of my interests and activi- 



ties at Black Hawk College. 



Rose Vasquez graduated from Black Hazvk 
College-Quad Cities Campus in 1974 with 
a pre-law degree and now lives in Des 
Moines, M. She is an assistant attorney 
general for the state of Iowa. She is an 
alternate for the Democratic Party's state 
central committee and an adjunct professor 
at Drake ' Iniversity Law School She repre- 
sents the Iowa Department of Health at all 
levels of litigation. 
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David V. Williams 

Patrick Henry Community College, VA 

Going in to my senior year of high school, I knew that I 
wanted to go on to college. I did not know what I 
wanted to study, nor did I know where I wanted to go 

to college. 

As graduation approached, my indecision grew. My high 
school English teacher had on her own secured for me a scholar- 
ship at a small North Carolina college, but even with a scholarship 
I knew college was going to be a financial hardship on my family. 

With that in mind, a friend suggested that I go to Patrick 
Henry Community College and talk to one of the guidance coun- 
selors. Ken Lemons, the counselor, pointed out the low cost of 
PHCC and the fact that the courses I took would transfer to a four-year institution. I decided 
to go to PHCC, and I have never regretted it. 

When spring came and classes started, I was in for a rude awakening. I had done well 
in high school, and I was not accustom ^d to making "C"s and "D"s. I realized that in some 
respects I was totally unprepared to do college-level work. The shock was so great that had I 
been at a large school where I was just a number, I may very well have quit. At Patrick Henry 
Community College, the professors were more than willing to help you if you were willing to 
work. So with a little hard work on my part and a great deal of help on their part, my grades 
began to rise, and I eventually graduated with honors with an associate degree in education. 

Armed with the knowledge that I could do college-level work if I worked at it, I 
went on to obtain my bachelor's degree in psychology from Virginia Tech and then my JD 
degree from Campbell University. 

I will be forever grateful to the professors at PHCC for teaching me two valuable 
lessons. One, there is no substitute for work, and two, if you are willing to work, there will 
always be people willing to help you. 




David V. Williams graduated from Patrick 
Henry Coiiwumity College in 1975 with a 
degree in education and now lives in 
Martinsville, VA. He is 'he Common- 
wealth's attorney for Henry County and 
was a charter member of the college 
foundation's board of directors. He has just 
been nominated by tlie local bar association 
for appointment as a circuit court judge. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE 



Ann Bailey 

University of Minnesota Technical College-Crookston, MN 




Ahorseback ride taken during my senior year in high 
school put me on the road to the University of Min- 
nesota-Crookston and eventually a career in agricul- 
tural journalism. 

During that summer between my junior and senior yearsof 
high school, I thought I had my post-high school plans mapped 
out. I would attend a four-year university with a joumalism 
program and find a job at a newspaper. That was before a local 
university instructor brought her daughter to my parents' farm 
for a little horseback riding In the midst of our ride, Myma 
commented on my fondness for horses. She suggested I look into 
the light horse management program at UMC. 

I hadn't thought about attending UMC because I didn't know it had such a program, 
and besides, I thought I knew exactly what I would be doing after high school. I was headed 
to a journalism program at a four-year university. But despite this conviction, I found myself 
thinking more and more about the light horse management program at UMC. After talking to 
my parents, I decided to put my journalism plans on hold and to attend UMC. 

During my two years at UMC, I not only learned about horses, but I also laid a strong 
foundation for what was to be a career in agricultural journalism and got excellent preparation 
for my university studies. The smaller class sizes at UMC allowed the teachers to offer help in 
my science and math classes, two of my most difficult subjects in high school. 

UMC gave me the chance to develop my study skills and taught me responsibility and 
how to be a self-starter— important tools for my university studies. One highlight of my 
sojourn at UMC was the opportunity to train and care for a horse for nine weeks. Obviously, 
the experience built confidence in my abilities to handle such important responsibilities. 

After graduation from UMC, I spent a year working at my parents' farm with ample 
opportunity tousethehorsemanagementskills. I thenattendedafour-yearuniversity,earning 
a bachelor's degree in English. During my last yeai at the university, I landed a job at the Grand 
Forks Herald, rising from a clerk to a copy editor and a reporter. When a job opened at Agiveck, 
an agricultural marketing magazine published by the Hcr^?W, I found work that would use my 
agricultural classes and English training. 

I cover commodity markets, food safety issues, and agricultural education for the 
magazine, which circulates in Montana, Minnesota, and the Dakotas. I even manage to sneak 
in a few stories about that first love— horses— that drew me to UMC. Fm grateful for that 

horseback ride that helped me onto the right career 
track. 



Ann Bailey graduated from the University 
of Minnesota in 1979 with a degree in light 
horse nianagetnent and now lives in Grand 
ForkSf ND. Through her work in agricul- 
tural journalism, she helps make farmers 
aware of many things, from how to sell 
to understanding women's changini 
on the faniu 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



David L. Bayler 

Olney Central College, IL 




A 



ttending Olney Central College was a natural thing for 
me to do for several reasons. 
When my father retired, he moved his family to a 
community college town because of the excellent opportunities it 
provided. He hoped we would take advantage of it, so we did. 

After taking the math-chemistry-physics route through 
high school, engineering was the way to go for me. I had aspired 
to be an engineer for years, since Dad had worked for the Army 
Corps of Engineers for 37 years. 

Olney Central College has a pre-engineering program that 
parallels the University of Illinois, which had the number-three 
ranked engineering school in the country. What an opportunity! I decided to attend summer 
classes in order to graduate with the associate of science degree in 1973. 1 felt it was important 
to obtain the AS degree in case my goal of a BS degree fell through. 

Olney Central is where several of my friends were going. It was an enjoyable two years. 
I also met several new people and made lasting friendships. Several of us had the same classes 
together for two years. 

Another advantage at OCC was that we had the same teachers for several classes. The 
teachers knew what wecould do, and we knew what to expect from them. OCC had excellent, 
dedicated teachers who cared enough to give us extra help when we needed it. I needed it a 
few times! I am thoroughly convinced that without the extra attention of a few special teachers 
at OCC my career as an engineer would have ended before it ever started. Even through 
graduation from Eastern Illinois University with an MBA in 1985, no teacher had a more 
positive motivational effect on me than Ray Culver at OCC. 

After transferring to the University of Illinois, I discovered the classes that I took at OCC 
were the same courses that the U of I used to weed out the freshmen and sophomores. I was 
glad that I had those classes out of the way. 

The economic benefit of a community college was another plus. I worked part-time and 
could pay for the low tuition and book fees myself. I know my dad appreciated not having to 
finance those same two years at the university. 

I am glad to have had the opportunity to attend OCC and tell anyone who will listen 
that it was def ini tely a good way to start a new career. 
Speaking to high school students, I encourage them 
toinvestigate their localcommunitycolleges.lt could 
possibly be the natural thing for them to do, too. 
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David L Bayler graduated from Olney Cen- 
tral College hi 1973 wii'.i a degree in engi- 
neering and now lives in Paris, IL He 
works for the Bureau of Construction of 
District 5 of tlie Illinois Department of 
Transportation as a civil engineer and su- 
pervising field engineer. He is a trustee for 
thelocalchapterofthelllinoisAssociationof 
Highway Engineers and vice chairman of 
the board of The Paris Highway Credit 
Union, 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE 




Shahzad Bhatti 

Kansas College of Technology, KS 



The sight of a tree in full bloom is magnificent. The 
branches stretch out, like huge arms, reaching out for 
the sky. The leaves, drenched in sunlight, dance in the 
breeze. Juicy colorful fruit hangs from its branches like Christmas 
ornaments. However, all its growth and prosperity depends on its 
roots. 

My growth and prosperity also depend on my roots. Part of 
my roots are entrenched at Kansas College of Technology . In 1982, 
I received an associate of technology degree in computer science. 
The education I received was such a bargain that I could not resist 
continuing for another year and earning two more associate de- 
grees, one in computer engineering and the other in electronic data processing. 

Two weeks before I graduated, NCR Corporation interviewed on campus and offered 
me a job. I wen t on to receive a bachelor of science in computer science, and a master of science 
in computer engineering with NCR's financial support. My education and training at Kansas 
College of Technology laid a foundation upon which I was able to build not only a technical 
career, but also an educational career. 

In retrospect, Kansas College of Technology was the best thing that happened to me for 
the following reasons: 

• The quality of education was excellent 

• The cost of education was a fraction of the cost at other colleges 

• In two years I was able to earn my first degree 

• The college helped me find my first job 

Despite all these tangible benefits, what I treasure most from the Kansas Tech experi- 
ence is the friendship of Robert Homolka (calculus professor), the love of Les Kinsler (physics 
professor), the inspiration of David Delker (digital design professor) and the affection of 
Anthony L. Tilmans (college president). Thanks, Kansas Tech! 



Shahzad (Shah) Bhatti graduated from 
Kansas College of Technology in 1983 with 
degrees in computer science, computer en- 
gineering, and electronic data processing 
and now lives in Longmont, CO. He is a 
ptoject engineer at Solbourne Computer, 
Inc, He is also a lecturer for Wichita State 
University and was a panelbt in a work- 
shop by the American Association of Arti- 
ficial Intelligence. 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



David L. Boprie 
Washtenaw Community College, MI 




T 



o graduate from college was one of many goals for 
myself and would also be a first for anyone in my 
family. After high school, I was not ready for college 
and enlisted in the Air Force for four years. That was a great time, 
especially the travel. I never lostsightof my original goal, however, 
and did some basic coursework at colleges or universities where I 
was stationed. 

Winter of 1978 was my first semester at Washtenaw Com- 
muni ty CollegCv I found the flexible hours at WCC fit well with my 
full-time work schedule. One refreshing discovery was mathemat- 
ics. The math lab made learning fun, and now I had a great 
application, electronics. 

While gaining work experience, I completed associate degrees in general studies, 
electronicsengineering technology, anddigital technology. Washtenaw has given me thebasic 
tools that have allowed me to do well in a wide variety of electronics-related work. My 
background now includes programmable controllers, nuclear imaging, machine vision, and 
aerospace systems. 

Currently, I work at theUniversity of Michigan Space Physics Research Laboratory and 
enjoy it very much. We have recently completed the integration of a High Resolution Doppler 
Imager (HRDI) aboard the Upper Atmospheric Research Satellite (UARS). HRDI is one of nine 
instruments aboard UARS, all of which are designed to collect data and help us understand the 
upper atmosphere and its effect on global climate, especially ozone. It willbe shuttle-launched 
in late 1991. 1 have been involved in many facets of this exciting project, including electronics 
fabrication, design, testing, and field support. 

WCC in combination with my work experience has prepared me with a well-rounded 
base to try almost any challenge in my field. Many thanks to the great instructors I was 
fortunate to have. I look forward to returning to the math lab and continuing toward a four- 
year engineering degree, or maybe just for the fun of it! 



David L Bopriegraduated from Washtenaw 
Community Collegein 19S6zi)ith degrees in 
digital technology, electronics engineering 
technology, and general studies and now 
lives in Ypsilanti, ML His current occupa- 
tion is spce physics research teck 'ian, 
where hebuilds instrumentation thai nelps 
the scientific contmunit}/ better understand 
ourplanet's atmosphereand provides infor- 
mation for policy decisions of the future. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE 

John L. Duncan 

Wake Technical Conimxinity College, NC 

After studying mechanical engineering at a local four- 
year university for three semesters, I decided to join 
the Marine Corps. Specializing in aviation showed 
me I was a hands-on person whose future success lay in a technical 
education. BCnowing that I was going to have to live on G.I. Bill 
funds when I returned to school, I selected Wake Technical Com- 
munity College (then called W.W. Holding Technical Institute), 
both for its affordability and its technical courses. Because of my 
years of experience in aviation electronics in the Marine Corps, 
WakeTech letmestart in thesecond quarter. I remember receiving 
my first test score— in the low forties— and realizing that this 
school was going to be no pushover. 

I married the following July, and together my wife and I got me through the next two 
years. I took advantage of the college's cooperative program with local businesses and worked 
every other quarter. This notonly helped financially, but it was also a good introduction to the 
world of business and provided a break from school. 

The engineering associate degree I received in 1969 led to employment at some of the 
major corporations in the area: Xerox, IBM, and Simplex Time Recorder. In 1986 I joined 
Triangle Research and Development Corporation as a technician on a variety of government 
contract and research projects. Over the last se -eral years, I have watched this small business 
grow and have seen several of my projects evoL e from ideas into products. I have assisted on 
cutting-edgeprojects for NASA, the Departmentof Defense, and thePublicHealthService that 
have ranged from cancer researchand rehabilitation devices tothedevelopmentof systems for 
space flight. I have moved from solely providing technical support to becoming principal 
investigator on my own projects in the fields of aviation electronics and fiber optics. 

My first electoral experience was with the student council at Wake Tech, where I won 
the secretary /treasury seat by a narrow margin. In 1981 1 ran for the Gary, NC Town Council 
and was defeated; however, in 1989 my bid was successful. With the help of Wake Tech 
graduate Paul Smith and his wife, Addie, I defeated a 14-year incumbent by six votes. 

A community college such as Wake Tech offers notonly affordable education, but also 

quality courses to individuals wanting to gain practi- 
cal knowledge andenter the w^ork force afier two years 
of study. The co-opplan writh industry allows students 
to gain experience in the workplace. In some cases, 
students may need to continue their education, while 
in others they are fully qualified to begin work. In my 
case, I will always hunger for more, thanks to Wake 
Technical Community College. 




John L Duncan graduated from WakeTech- 
nical Community College in 2969 with a 
degree in electronics engineering technol- 
ogy and now lives in Cary, NC. John is 
project engineer for Triangle Research and 
Development. As a technical researcher, }w 
has furthered the development of many 
products and systems to help the disabled, 
elderly,andhandicapped. Hehas been elected 
to the town council of Cary, NC, where it is 
his goal tohelpmaintain the quality of life in 
one of the fastest-growing small cities in the 
South. 



PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



K.G. Engelhardt 
Ohlone College, CA 




o 



hlone College has provided me the historically un- 
precedented opportunity of becoming a lifelong 
_ learner. It gave me the basic preparation and motiva- 
tion to go on to academic and professional success at Stanford and 
Carnegie Mellon universities.This was not trivial. I entered Ohlone 
after I had three teenage children and after being out of school for 
many years. But, more importantly, Ohlone gave me a renewed 
confidence in my own ability to continue to learn and grow 
throughout my life. I am presently residing in Pennsylvania and 
continue to take classes atcommunity colleges. Ihave theprivilege 
of selectinganycourselneed for self-enhancementorforincreasing 
my knowledge base in unexplored domains. It is this quest for knowledge that has led me into 
my career in robotics. Robotics is one field of technology that will continue to expand into the 
21st century. 

In our present culture, it is estimated that 50 percent of our technical knowledge 
becomes obsolete about every four years. If we are to remain a leading technological nation, 
we must encourage a focus on lifelong involvement in the learning process. This is the 
invaluable opportunity our community colleges provide us. 

It is this opportunity to begin again, better yet, to continue to review learning through- 
out our lifetimes, that makes the community college system unique and vitally important to 
our globally competitive America. Education is a privilege. Community colleges are, indeed, 
unique entities, providers of this unique privilege. 

Age is no longer a barrier to educational oppor tuni ties. This nation NEEDS mature as 
well as young persons thinking, learning, and making decisions together. That is what the 
community colleges' lifelong learning provides. Community college education must be 
protected and enhanced. Its value cannot be overemphasized. I take great pride in my 
community college roots. I remain enormously enthusiastic about this most unusual educa- 
tional experiment. 



K.G. Engelhardt graduated from Ohlone 
College in 1977 with a degree in liberal arts 
and now lives in Pittsburgh, PA. Her 
current position is director oj the Ccnterfor 
Human Service Robotics for the Mellon 
Institute. She is also the founder and cur- 
rent director of the Center for Hurnan Ser- 
vice Robotics at Carnegie Mellon Univer- 
sity. Engelhardt has served as advisor to 
projects of the National htstitu tcs of Health 
and NASA, and in 1989 she received the 
Oustanding Woman of Pittsburgh Award. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE 




Janet Anderson Glynn 

Technical College of the Lowcountry, SC 




Before college, my main purpose in life was to be a good 
mother for my son. Then I began to wonder what I 
would do when he was grown and on his own. I 
decided to seek the answer early on, hoping that I would have 
something for myself when that event occurred. 

Upon enrolling at theTechnical Collegeof the Lowcountry, 
I began a two-year journey that became almost as rewarding as 
being a mother. Irediscovered many hidden characteristics within 
myself that I hadn't used since high school (15 years earlier). Self- 
discipline was one lesson I had to learn quickly. As a mother, I 
hardly ur>ed it except to restrain myself from buying every toy in 
the store for my son. In school I was expected to meet deadlines and see projects through to the 
finish or suffer the consequences. The instructors at TCL helped me accept my new responsi- 
bilities and offered suggestions to lessen the load. 

Self-confidence was a bit harder to achieve. I was fortunate to have had enthusiastic 
instructors who challenged me to search for the answers to my own questions and gave me the 
opportunity to improve and display my abilities. Their faith in me made it much easier for me 
to begin believing that I could do just about anything. 

Upon graduation I reached the ultimate goal— self-respect. I am proud to say that I 
couldn't have done it without my new family at the Technical College of the Lowcountry. The 
knowledge I gained in my two-year journey oould not be taught from a book. The caring and 
understanding that these people expressed helped me to reach many goals and regain parts of 
me that had been lost for years. And it also let me find out early in motherhood that my 10-year- 
old son was very proud of me, too. 



land Anderson Glynn graduated from 
Technical College of the Lowcountry vAth a 
degree in computer data processing and 
now lives in Beaufort, SC. VJken she gradu- 
ated in 1989 she was a student speaker and 
graduated with honors and as a member of 
Phi Thela Kappa. Now she works in 
chosen field as a data entry clerk for Mitn, 
Trask&Co. P.A. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



David Harlan 

The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute, OH 




Five years after graduating from high school and being 
married (with a new son), I still did not know what I 
wanted my profession to be. 
After preparing for college in high school, I instead opted to 
go into my father's business and startmakingmoneyimmediately. 
After three years, I decided this was not the way I wanted to spend 
the rest of my life. 

I held a series of positions after leaving my dad's business— 
from truck driver to factory worker — without much satisfaction in 
any of them. Then, one day, I had the good fortune to run into my 
high school guidance counselor. After some discussion of my 
employment history, likes and dislikes, and special interests, he suggested The Ohio State 
University AgriculturalTechnical Institutein Wooster,OH. OSU/ ATI was a fairly new school, 
designed to provide an education and work experience through a practicum/internship 
program in one's course of study. 

I have always liked the outdoors and thought there is a need to protect our natural 
resources. OSU/ATI's Soil and Water Conservation Program seemed to be the perfect field of 
study forme. 

I visited OS^ T/ ATI in 1976 and met with the curriculum adviser and discussed courses, 
fees, job opportunities, etc. I decided this was what I wanted to pursue as a career. Here was 
a chance to do something I believed in and help protect our environment at the same time. After 
seeing theOSU/ATI campus, I realized that those enrolled were not all fresh out of high school. 
There were people my age (25), too. Some had degrees from other universities but were here 
al OSU / ATI taking some of the specialized courses only this school had to offer. Others were 
like me— finally deciding what they wanted to do in life. 

I fit in immediately at OSU/ATI. The instructors were helpful, supportive, and 
extremely interested in someone who had forgotten many of the things he had learned in high 
school five years earlier. It was easy, too, at a smaller campus to become familiar with the faces 
and names of the staff and students. There was an atmosphere that made me want to learn, and 
the desire to learn took hold. The courses and internship helped prepare me for a career in soil 
and water conservation, which Isita/ ted immediately after graduation and am currently in my 
twelfth year. I am not getting rich, but the rev/ards cf the job are a fortune in themselves, and 
I enjoy my work immensely. 

Thanks to OSU/ATI, I have a profession I am proud of and which I believe, over time, 
will contribute to the protection and enhancement of our soil and water resources. 



David Harlan graduated from The Ohio 
State University Agricultural Technical 
liistiiute iu W8 with a degree in soil con- 
servation and lives in Oak Harbor, OH, 
ivhere he holds the title of conservationist. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE 




Allen Harper 

Allen County Community College, KS 

Perhaps my participation in Allen County Community 
College activities and my graduation with an associate 
in science degree involves one unique circumstance. I 
believe that, at theageof 81, lam the oldest graduate of the college. 

After having obtained a bachelor of science in pharmacy 
from Kansas University in 1931, 1 decided to resume studies to 
update my knowledge of soil conservation and market gardening. 
Informative courses with Don Benjamin and Leslie Meredith 
brought me up to date on these levels. Courses in small business 
management and marketing under David Rocs rounded out the 
entire production-marketing program. 

I moved from Moran this past July to take residence with my son Jim and his family. 
They purchased a home and small acreage five miles west of lola, having sold their to^vn 
residence to the lola School Board for conversion to a high school parking lot. 

In addition to Jim and his wife. Nova, and me, their son. Chuck, and daughter. Patience, 
compose the household. An assortment of small creatures includes four cats, four hens and a 
dog. 

The acreage isdivided into two sections, one devoted toa commercial planting of irises 
and daylilies, and a second to a sizeable vegetable garden from which items are frequently 
taken to the lola Farmers' Market. An interesting herb garden is one of Nova's favorite 
plantings. 

My interest in irises dates back some 40 years, beginning in Kansas City and continuing 
there until 1974, when I moved to Moran. It gradually developed into a commercial venture, 
continuing to the present. 

Our iris and daylily venture ismostly a mail-order operation. We issue a catalog mailed 
chiefly to iris lovers in the four-state area of Kansas, Missouri, Arkansas, and Oklahoma. 
Orders are generally processed and shipped during July and August, which are the ideal 
months for planting. We do on occasion receive orders outside the designated area, as 
evidenced by our first foreign order, one from Krefeld, West Germany. 

VVe are still moving plants from our Moran garden, and so far have reset over 3,000 
plants. Jim and I both hybridize and have several varieties registered with the American'iris 
Society, of which we are both life members. 

I definitely believe that my studies at ACCC have contributed positively to the distinct 
improvement of our business methods and theconservationofournatural resources, and I am 
" most grateful to Allen County Community College for 

its contribution toward bringing this about. 



Allen Harper graduated from Allen County 
Community College in 1 989 with an associ- 
ate of science degree. Allen, a former federal 
employee, is the oldest g^ Juate of ACCC, 
arid was active with intramurals, comniu- 
rdty theater, and was an American lastory 
tutoriL'hileat thecollege. He is currently an 
active horlicultitndist. 
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Melina Huddy 

Hocking Technical College, OH 



w 



ere I to meet you for the first time today, I would 
introduce myself and say that I live in Newark, DE, 
where I work for Lanxide Corporation as a techni- 
cian7Depending upon your interest, I might go on to explain that 
Lanxide is a research and development firm in the advanced 
ceramics industry and that I work in the Industrial Products 
Division. My position requires an associate degree, which I ob- 
tained from Hocking Technical College atNelsonville, OH. 

Had we met a short three years ago, late in the summer of 
1986, mine would have been a much different story to tell, one not 
offered so freely at a first introduction. 
At that time I lived in Little Hocking, OH, on a farm where I fed livestock in exchange 
for free rent. My only income was from welfare in the form of Aid for Families with Dependent 
Children (AFEX:)andfood stamps. Themaninmy life wasanabusivealcoholic.Ihad dropped 
out of school in 1972. 

It is not by coincidence that my life has changed so dramatically in such a short period 
of time. Nothing short of a series of miracles, combined with hard work and a great deal of 
support from a variety of people, made the transformation possible. 

At Hocking Technical College, I found state and federal funds were available for my 
education. I found I qualified for a Pell Grant as well as Title III money. My tuition was paid, 
as were all my book fees and supplies. I continued to receive AFDC and food stamps while I 
studied. 

First, I obtained my high school equivalent y certificate. Then I was given a scholarship 
to continue my schooling at Hocking Technical College. I enrolled in the Ce ramie Engineering 
Technology Program and was a dean's list student each of the six quarters I was there. 

I was inducted into Phi ThetaKappaand was later named to the President's List, the top 
2 percent of the student body. I was also the recipient of the prestigious Trustees' Award, given 
annually to an outstanding student. 

Graduation day was the happiest day of my life, as family and friends traveled some 
distance to share my special day. A close second for my happiest day was the day I called the 
welfare office to tell them I was no longer in need of their assistance. 

To say Hocking Technical College changed my life is at best inadequate. More precisely, 
it saved me. It saved me fiom poverty, from abuse, and from a lifetime of fear. My heroes are 
many, including the entire engineering department and each and every one of my instructors. 
My best friends are my classmates, and we stay in touch. 

When I countmyblessings,right after my kind and gentle husband and my happy and 
healthy children, I thank God for HTC and the knowl- 
edge I received there. Beyond the science and math 
and the classroom learning, I discovered myself and 
the life I now have. 



Melim Huddy graduated front Hocking 
Technical College in 1988 with a degree in 
ceramic engineering technology and now 
lives in Newark, DE. She is a technician for 
Lanxide Corporation. 
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SCIENCE, 1 ECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE 



Barry Jacobs 

Central Community College, NE 




The education I received a t Central Community College 
was instrumental to my success today. I received an 
associate of applied science degree and found this a 
worthwhile achievement. 

One of the things I enjoy about the welding profession is 
thatthereare two aspects to it: one to physically perform the work, 
and the other to study and engineer and direct the work. 

After graduating from Central, I became a welding teacher 
at Hobart Technical School in Troy, OH, and found that my 
knowledge and welding skills were as good as those of other 

teachers with more hands-on experience. I found that two years of 

iZ^^ ^^^"^^^'^^ "^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^y years of job experience to 

After teaching, I had an opportunity to work in thenuclear power industry— the high- 
tech area m welding— and decided I couldn't turn down this opportunity. I started at the 
bottom as a welding technician, using semi-automatic welding equipment, doing procedure 
studies, and learning new welding codes. After becoming proficient in semi-automatic 
weldmg, I became a welding engineer and enjoyed the next several years as I worked with 
codes, procedures, and new techniques of welding in the nuclear power industry. 

I later was hired as a welding engineer by Morrison-Knudsen of Boise, ID, because of 
my nuclear weldmg experience. I was later promoted to senior engineer, overseeing welding 
procedures, nuclear-related requirements, and code requirements. The company later trans- 
ferred me to a nuclear plant that was being overhauled and promoted me to project welding 
engmeer. I supervised eight welding engineers and 63 welders on the $90 million project 
which we brought in ahead of schedule and under budget. In the process, we developed new 
welding techniques that are now standard in the nuclear power industry, saving consumers 
millions of dollars on nuclear rework projects. 

My profession has ^iven me the opportunity to travel throughout the country, working 
on and servmg as a welding consultant to nuclear power plants. After leaving the nuclear 
industry, lopened my own welding fabrication business, and I'm currently planning for a 300 
percent expansion in the spring of 1990. I can't express my appreciation enough for a fine 
technical school such as Central and the fine instructors who made this all possible for me 



Barry Jacobs graduated from Central Com- 
munily College in 1977 with a degree in 
welding technology and now lives in Mt. 
Vernon, OH. He is currently owner and 
operator of Welding Fabrication Shop. He 
is a member of the Elks and sits onalcader- 
shipcontmitteefor the local Boy Scouts. His 
company sponsors a bowling team, a girls' 
softhall team, and a boys' softball team. 
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Marshall G. Jones 

Mchawk Valley Community College, NY 

While I was in high school, I thought that my only 
ticket to college would be via a spoi ts scholarship, 
because I was only an average student. I was always 
an above-average mathematics and science student, and below- 
average in the remaining core courses. But average grades were 
notenough for acceptance intoanengineeringschool in New York 
stateduringthelate'SOs and early '60s. The New York engineering 
schools were all private at that time and were very expensive. 
Again, the route to college for me appeared to require having a 
sports scholarship. This strategy was on track unti^ I sustained a 
sports-related injury during my junior ye?r. My dreams of college 
were shattered. It was then that my guidance counselor advised me that perhaps a community 
college would be a good choice. 

I took my counselor's adviceand s tarted looking for a school that offered the mathemat- 
ics, science, and mechanical drawing that I enjoyed. After considering several schools, I chose 
Mohawk Valley Technical Institute (now Mohawk Valley Community College) because it 
appeared to have the bes t program (mechanical engineering technology) for me. 

I was very apprehensiveabout going to coUegebecause of the fear of not succeeding. But 
MVCC provided the atmosphere I needed.The atmosphere, and my desire not to fail, resulted 
in a successful career at MVCC— a success that opened the doors to many other opportunities. 

It was only because of my performance at MVCC that I was able to transfer to the 
University of Michigan's mechanical engineering program, rated fourth in the nation at the 
time. It was at MVCC that I first realized that I can accomplish almost anything if I am willing 
to work hard. It was after I finished Michigan with a BS in mechanical engineering, and had 
worked for four years, that I set my goals a little higher and decided to pursue a graduate 
education at the University of Massachusetts. It was there that I received my MS and doctorate 
in mechanical engineering. Note that it was the early laboratory skills learned at MVCC that 
helped me tobe successful in graduate school as well as at General Electric Corporate Research 
& Development today. 

My MVCC experience showed me that dreams can come true if I am willing to work for 
them. I am truly proud th a tl a ttended MVCC, and I am 
a true advocate of the community college system. For 
this reason,! tell students atall levels, and their parents, 
that the community college route to an education is a 
viable choice. 

Thank you, M\CC, for giving me that viable 

choice. 




Marshall G. }ones graduated from Mohawk 
Valley Cotmnimity College in 1962 with a 
degree in rnechanical engineering technol- 
ogy and now lives in Scotia, NY. He is 
senior research engineer and project leader 
in kser technology for corporate research 
and development at General Electric Com- 
pany, He was the recipient of an honorary 
doctor of science degree from the State Uni- 
versity of New York and received the 1986 
Distinguished Engineering Alumnus 
Award from tlie University of Mas^chu- 
setts, 
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Elizabeth M. Kendall 

Portland Community College, OR 



Recently, my niece commented, "Aunt Betty, I'm so 
proud of you. Look how far you've come." The com- 
parison she drew between 15 years ago and now came 
as a real surprise to me. I believed the feehngs of futility and self- 
doubt under which I had labored so many years ago were well 
concealed beuind the facade of a middle-aged woman who was a 
successful housewife, mother, and community leader. No one, I 
was convinced, suspected th amount of courage it took for such 
a person to enroll in a course for professional auto mechanics— 
especially in those days. 

My journey began with the acquisition of a new car— one 

with a talent for breaking down in places where repair facilities were unavailable. My amateur 
repairs were successful, but I remained convinced that any other individual would have coped 
much more ably. Determined to stop beii g a royal pain to myself and everyone else, I enrolled 
in the automotive repair technology course at Portland Community College, expecting to 
survive only long enough to achieve a modicum of automotive literacy. 

The instructors had other ideas. Although unaccustomed to having women in their 
classes, they were committed to the progress and professional achievement of each individual 
student. They were demanding, but they were always available for counsel and assistance. I 
realized my curiosity about auto mechanics had been deeply repressed for a lifetime and I 
developed a strong determination that others should not be in that situation. This fee'ling is 
with me today and is also one which exemplifies the mission of Portland Community College. 

My "modicum of automotive literacy" stretched into a two-year associate degree in 
automotive repair technology. I was graduated, went to work as a mechanic, and became 
certified by the National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence as a Master Technician 
Three years later, I accepted a teaching position at PCC. I was encouraged into yet 
another profession, one which is the most stimulating and demanding of all. My professional 
worldexpanded. Ibecame vice presidentof theOregon VocationalTradeTechnical Association 
and was elected to the governing board of the Oregon Section, Society of Automotive 
Engineers. In 1987 two other repair technicians . .d I formed the nucleus of the Association of 
Women In Automotive Related Businesses, which now has a large membership. 

I have been teaching for 10 years. The days are frantically busy, and sometimes the old 
- feelings return— but only fleetingly! With another ve- 

hicle to repair, student to reassure, or lessons to plan, 
there just isn't room for self-deprecation. Besides, the 
instructors who knew better than I what I was able to 
accomplish are now my colleagues. As with my niece, 
I won' t let them down! 



ElizabethM.(Belb/)Kendallgraduatedfrom 
Portland Communib/ College in 1976 with 
a degree in p.utomotive repair technology 
and now lives in Portland, OR. She is an 
instructor in the Automotive Repair Tech- 
nology Department at Portland Commu- 
nity College. She began her automotive 
experiences as one of a handful of women 
enrolled as students in the college's two- 
yearprogram. 
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Charles D. Kesner 

Northwestern Michigan College, MI 




A 



four-year college degree was not in my plans during 
high school, instead, I went to Michigan State Univer- 
sity to complete an intensive one-year horticultural 
study schedule called a "Short Course/' later known as the "Ag 
Tech'" program. After this, I entered into a partnership with my 
father on a fruit and dairy farm operation. During the next two 
years, I developed a keen interest in the fruit-growing aspect of 
farming and an equal lack of interest in the dairy operation. My 
plans to increase the former and phase out the latter were inter- 
rupted by the Korean War. 

During my two years of service, I began contemplating a 
professional career in horticulture. Some fairly serious problems faced me: I had not taken 
enough math in high school and practically no chenaistry. Returning home, I talked with 
counselors at the local junior college. Northwestern Ntichigan College, and found my fears 
were valid. I would have to take high school algebra and geometry before becoming qualified 
to enroll at NMC. 

Fortunately, these high school classes were available during the evenings, and I could 
take my college courses at the same time. In fact, my college algebra teacher turned out to be 
my high school algebra teacher— and he was outstanding. With a great deal of study time both 
nights and weekends, I made it through high school al^bra, high school geometry, college 
algebra, and chemistry without serious problems. 

It's interesting to reflect on my early fears about not having a high school math or 
chemistry background. By thetimelhad finished bachelor's,master's, and doctoralprograms, 
Ihad successfully completed college math, inorganic, organic, and general biochemist' y, and 
plant biochemistry. I have lo attribute much of this to the understanding and encouragement 
given to me back at NMC. I sincerely believe that many students with great potential never 
enter college because they believe themselves unqualified. This is where community colleges 
can provide invaluable service, as I believe NMC has done over the years. 

Since receiving a doctorate, I have worked at the university level in research, education, 
and finally as the director of a horticultural research facility. I wonder where I would be if it 
were not for NMC and its dedicated staff. 



Charles D. Kesner graduated from North- 
western Michigan College in 1959 with a 
decree in horticulture and now lives in 
Suttons Bay, ML A$ director of the North- 
west Michigan Horticulture Research Sta- 
tion, he is responsible for one of 137 field 
rescarchstationsoperated byMicnigan State 
University and has done significant work in 
orchard systems, triple irrigation, growth 
regulation, orchard sprayers, and straw- 
berry harvesters, He has published more 
than 100 papers detailing his research. 
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Harriet Kronick 

Bucks County Community Colkge, PA 




Returning to school as a mature adult definitely ranks as 
one of the most crucial goals I have ever made. 
Frankly, the decision was made mainly for the fulfill- 
ment of a void in my life, the acquisition of a college diploma. 
Having devoted most of my work life to the healthcare profession, 
I naturally opted to advance my formal education in this area. 
Honestly, I chose Bucks County Community College because of its 
location and financial scale. I ultimately received my degree in 
psychology, life-skills emphasis. I never returned to the profes- 
sion. 

What I encountered at Bucks County Community College 
wasa learning institution geared for today's motivated student, regardless of age. It stands out 
as an academic center that not only offers a stimulating traditional format, but also is 
committed to offering a variety of nontraditional academic experiences. If not for this 
declaration to foster progressive experimental classes, I would not have realized my personal 
renaissance. 

I was encouraged by my academic adviser to step outside the psychology arena when 
choosing elective classes in an attempt to begin to nurture personal interests. Having always 
admired the lifestyle of archaeologists, because of what they do and how they do it, I signed 
up for an introductory historical archaeology course. I looked forward to the class with a 
mixture of curiosity and excitement. I have never lost my enthusiasm in either of the areas. I 
was hooked. It did indeed become my lifestyle. My determination to carve a place for myself 
in this profession was always encouraged by my professors. They remain a source of 
inspiration to this day. 

I remain associated with the college by volunteering my assistance to current archaeol- 
ogy projects that reach out to the community in an effort to nurture interest in our cultural 
heritage and physical environment. 

Among the most outstanding of these projects is the organization of the Bucks County 
Community College Archaeology Club. Through this college-based arena, I, as founding 
president, have fostered community awareness and concern among all age groups for the 
preservation of our past. I am hopeful that my accomplishments will encourage others to 
pursue new interests. I have shared my successes with the students of Bucks County 
Community College and nearby schools through lectures and workshop programs. 

At present, I am employed as a material culture analyst with a local archaeology firm. 
But the continued interest and encouragement of one professor for a former student resulted 

in my acceptance into a college that will afford me the 
opportunity to receive a bachelor of arts degree in 
history /social science with a concentration in archae- 
ology. 

To the board of directors and faculty of Bucks 
County Community College, thank you for caring. 



Harriet Kronick graduated in 1988 from 
Bucks Count}/ Community College with a 
degree in archaeology and now lives in 
Langhome, PA. Her current occupation is 
materialcultureanalyst. She is the founder 
of the Bucks County Archaeology Club. 
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Ray A. Lattimore 

Greenville Technical College, SC 




My years at Greenville Technical College were some 
of the most inspiring years of my life. When I 
graduated in 1984 with a double major in computer 
science and marketing, I had been amply prepared 
and groomed to take a stance in the real world. With my career as 
a systems ^^nalyst at Metropolitan Life Insurance Company off to 
a boomin^ start, I began to focus some of my attention on commu- 
nity and civic involvement. 

Presently, I serve as chairman of the Greenville County 
Community Housing Resource Board and vice chairman of the 
Greenville County Democratic Party. In addition, I am a board 
member and past vice president of the Greenville Technical Col- 



lege Alumni Association. Other appointments include BigBuddiesAssociation of theChildren's 
Hospital, City of Greenville Affirmative Action Committe:, and the Keep Greenville Clean 
Committee. 

Upon establishing membership in the Mu Pi Chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fratei ^iity, Inc., 
Ibecame the assistant keeper of records and seals, chairman of the scholarship committee, and 
chairman of the social action committee. Still yearning for knowledge and increased aware- 
ness, I obtained a real estate license and became a member of the Greenville Board of Realtors, 
South Carolina Board of Realtors, and the National Board of Realtors. Based upon these 
accomplishments, I was listed in Who's Wlw Among Young Men of America in 1988. 

I truly feel that Greenville Technical College played a major part in all that I have been 
able to achieve and return to the Greenville community. I am proud to say that I amnot the only 
onewhohasgrov^andblossomed in recentyears. Greenville Technical College hasexperienced 
tremendous growth, and it stands as a pillar and image-maker in the community. I am doubly 
proud to say that I have returned to my alma mater as a part-time instructor in the Computer 
Technology Department. Iwillbe forever grateful to Greenville Technical College, andl highly 
recommend this institution to anyone who has the desire to grow and achieve personally and 
professionally. Hats off to Greenville Technical College! 



Ray A. Lattimore graduated from Greenville 
Technical College in 1984 with a degree in 
computer science and marketing and now 
lives in Greenville, SC. He is both a good- 
will ambassador for community-based edu- 
cation and a much-sought-after leader in 
the Greenville community. His current 
occupation is systems analyst. 
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Caroline Laudig 
Indiana Vocational Technical College, IN 




We all have a measure of success in our lives, and 
sometimes we must be reminded that we are suc- 
cessful. My ren:iinder was the result of my re- 
education at a local technical college. I had a college preparatory 
high school education and several years of college, which pre- 
pared me for a career in a highly technical industry. A major 
change in my personal life allowed me to consider a new career in 
computer programming. 

I realized that I would need immediate specialized training 
and direct experience to take advantage of this opportunity, and 

Indiana Vocational Technical College allowed me to focus on this — ^ 

area without the distractions of filling electives in different areas. While gaini ng new skills was 
a major goal of this course of study, feeling successful at learning new things was a secondary 
result from concentrating on a particular skill. o t, y 

The success that I had experienced in school has given me the confidence to undertake 
a project that still occupies me spiritually, physically, and emotionally after three years-the 
lota renovation and rehabilitation of an historic house. This house, significant for its architec- 
tural style and location, has become a landmark project for inspiri ng others to save houses that 
would otherwise have been destroyed. 

Another aspect of success In professional and personal endeavors is the desire to be 
positive, encouraging, and upportive of others in their abilities and attempts to reach their 
goals. It IS important to give back to the community something of ourselves when we are 
successful. By contributing economically to an historic neighborhood, I have made a tangible 
contribution. By committing myself ta mmmunity volunteer efforts towards improving 
conditions m my neighborhood, incrPnning educational oppoftunities for economically disad- 
vantaged youth, and preserving locai historical atmosphere, I have returned part of my spirit 
to my community. Success means sharing one's own success with otb^rg, making it possible 
for many more than one to be successful. ^ 



Caroline laudig graduated from Miam 
Vocational Technical College in J986 with 
a degree in computer programming. She 
currently is employed as a computer pro- 
grammcrlamlystin Indianapolis, IN. Asa 
computer programmer, she has used her 
comvuter skills to teach pre-employment 
skilk to economically disadvantagedyouths 
a t a loca laltema tive school. She isca talo gu- 
inghouses of aparticular architectural style 
in hopes of inspiring others to preserve the 
historic quality of their neighborhoods. 
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Rebecca Topletz Lindsay 
Eastfield College, TX 

The time I spent at Eastfield College presented me with 
many opportunities for growth, both academically 
and personally. I had notbeen ina classroom since the 
second grade because of illness, and attenciing Eastfield gave me 
my first opportunity to interact and socialize with my peers. This 
interaction led me to be one of the founding n:iembers of the Not 
Psyched Out Club, a club for both able-bodied and disabled 
students,advocatingaccess and equality for the disabledstudents. 
Learning how to advocate for others as well as myself was my first 
experience in leadership of my peers. 

With all my education provided at home, I had not experi- 
enced any public upper-level education and had no idea what to expect. Eastfield presented 
me many tremendous challenges, my first classroom experience in over 10 years, and the 
opportunity to learn to control my time, studies, class projects, and social activities. 

My instructors were quick to respond to my needs, desires, and fears with concerned 
and serious assistance. The campus administration was determined to assist in the develop- 
ment of an accessible campus that would afford an opportunity for me and other disabled 
students toobtainaqualitystartinour college education. With thesupport of the college, I soon 
overcame my fears and began to develop a determination and confidence to continue. 

Since leaving Eastfield, I have obtained my master's degree and have almost finished 
my doctorate I married a man I met at Eastfield and now have a six-year-old daughter. My 
husband and I have our own business. Advocacy for the disabled is still a prime concern of 
mine, and I am active in the field at the local, national, and international level. None of this 
would have been possible without the support and friendships I obtained while attending 
Eastfield College. 

Community, technical, and junior colleges offer an opportunity for a student to obtain 
an education from instructors who are willing to interact personally with their students. No 
one is just a number in a class. The classes are smaller, and the facilities to assist students in 
developing their academic strengths are greater. 

It has been almost 15 years since I left Eastfield as a student, bu teach time I drop by for 
a visit I am always reassured to see that the values the school started with are sfiU there. I could 
never recommend Eastfield or any of its sister colleges enough. Thank you, Eastfield! 



Rebecca Topletz Lindsay graduated from 
EastfieldCollegcapartof IheDallas County 
Community College District, in 1975 with 
a degreein English/psychology and lives iu 
Dallas. She is an independent microcom- 
puter consultant noted as a vocal advocate 
for thedisabled allocal, national, and inter- 
national levels. 
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Sigrid V. Messemer 

Valencia Community College, FL 




I used to think community colleges were for those students 
who v.-ere a little interested in further education afterhigh 
school, but not much — ^just enough to get a better job than 
a high school diploma affords. 

Education was serious business for me. I was the single 
parent of three active youngsters and trying to finish an industrial 
engineering degree z t night while I worked full-time during the 
day. It had already taken nine years from the first college class after 
divorce to get to this point, equivalent to junior status. 

By this time, I realized that I was more interested in con- 
struction than industrial engineering. My job had more involve- 
ment with reading blueprints, estimating materials, and planning schedules. I W2S in between 
design engineering and building construction and needed to know more about the latter— 
especially since, as a woman, everybody knew I couldn't possibly understand construction! 

For two years, I attended Valencia Community Collegein Orlando, FL. The associatein 
science degree that learned in architectural and building construction technology allowed me 
to work on a par with, and sometimes better than, my male peers who had actually worked in 
construction labor for their educations. 

It took both the class instruction and experience in the field to fully understand my 
work. Having the accreditation of a degree not only added to my professional acceptance, but 
boosted my self-confidence on the job sites. 

After graduation from Valencia, I returned to the University of Central Florida and 
completed theABET-accreditedbachelor of sdencedegreeinengineering technology, with the 
operations option (as in industrial operations). By the time I graduated there, I had spent 14 
years in educational pursuit! 

Somehow, between work and study, I remarried, added two step-teens to my three 
teenagers, and settled on safety as a career path It took even more study and certifying exams 
to be able to put "CSP" (Certified Safety Professional) behind my name. 

For the past three years, I have been an independent safety consultant and trainer in my 
own company. Commercial Safety Consultants, Inc. Much of my safety work is with construc- 
tion companies on the job sites. Do I still think community colleges are for the "Just a little bit, 

please!'' students?Notat all! Those courses at Valencia 
added an irreplaceable dimension to my professional 
life and a special confidence to my well-being. 



Sigrid Vigonne Messemer graduated from 
the West Campus of Valencia Community 
College in 1980 with a degree in architec- 
turaland building construction technology 
and ncfw lives in Winter Park, FL A safety 
consultant and trainer , she is also president 
andownerofher own company. Sheispast 
president of the Central Florida Chapter of 
American Society of Safety Engineers and 
recipient of the Albert G. Mowson Award 
for achievement. 
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Lane Rushing 

Stanly Community College, NC 



I 



n the summer of 1978 1 was at a crossroads in my life. I was 
a 25-year-old with a high school diploma and no career 
direction. In the years since high school, I had held several 
jobs ranging from textiles to mass transit to insurance salesman, 
but still something was missing. It was about this time that I heard 
of Stanly Community College. Sure I had known that the college 
was in the county seal where I lived, but I never really considered 
attending. While reading the local newspaper one evening^. I 
noticed an ad for the college. The ad mentioned a new program of 
study being offered for the first time anywhere in the state. How 
was I to know that that ad and this new program would changemy 
life forever? 

Beginning in the fall of 1978, 1 enrolled at SCC in its biomedical equipment technology 
program. Here I was, a man in my mid-20s attending classes with students just cut of high 
school. It took several weeks for me to remaster the art of studying, but soon that was just one 
of the small pleasures that I was to encounter in the two years I spent at SCC. 

In addition to my studies^. I became in voivca with the Student Government Association 
and was elected vice president my first year and president my second year. By having the 
opportunity to interact with fellow students, faculty, and staff, I gained self-confidence and 
improved my communication skills, which A'ere priceless in my pursuit of my new career. 
These experiences expanded to the state level when I was elected state vice president of the 
North Carolina Community College Student Government Association. This was a combined 
group of SGA Officers from the other 57 community colleges and technical institutes in the 
state. In this position Iwasable to experience leadership qualities that a short 12 months earlier 
I had no idea I possessed. 

Through these experiences, Ileft SCC a more self-confident individual. As I entered the 
business world, I was prepared to accept any challenge that came my way. My studies and 
experiences prepared me for the health care field, in which Ideal with physicians, nurses, and 
health care administrators. 

I also have retumed to SCC and tried to repay the college for the quality education that 
I received. This has consisted of serving on the Biomedical Equipment Technology Advisory 
Board and reorganizing the local alumni association. I will always be thankful for and proud 
of the degree I received from Stanly Community Col- 
lege, which took me from a crossroads in my life on to 
my road to success as a field service representative for 
Physio-Control Corporation. 
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Lane Rushing graduated from Statily Com- 
muniiy College in 19S0 with a degree in 
biomedical equipment technology and now 
lives inCharlotte,NC. He is afield service 
representative for Physio-Control Corpora- 
tion — Technical Services in Reston, VA. 
Hewasactive in organizing the State Com- 
muniiy College Alumni Association in 
North Carolina and serves on its board of 
directors. 
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Eugene Sebastian 

Lees College, KY 

I graduated from high school in the spring of 1942. 1 wasn't 
sure of just what to do. My brother had been a student at 
Lees College during the 1941-42 school year . He and I went 
to Michigan to work for the summer. We saved enough money to 
enroll at Lees in the fall of 1942. We could stay at home ^nd 
commute to Lees. 

Lees was known as a good college to earn a teaching 
certificate. Most of the teachers in Breathitt County and the sur- 
rounding counties had attended Lees. 

That year at Lees meant so much to me. Lees gave me a start 
to a great future. I began my teaching career in the fall of 1943. 
While attending Lees, I met Vada Deaton, who also was planning to be a teacher. She became 
my wife in October 1943. We both have had many years of success in education. 

There is no way to measure the good Lees College has done for this area . You just have 
to appreciate that Lees was there. 



Eugene Sebastian graduated from Lees Col- 
lege in 1 946 with a degree in education and 
now lives in Jackson, KY. He owns Sebastian 
Farms and also works as a part-time in- 
stridor at Lees College. 
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Philip Vaden 

Pellissippi State Technical Community College, TN 



I 




had made average grades in high school. My grades were 
average because the subject material was presented in a 
way that, in my opinion, neither motivated nor encour- 
aged me to do better. I always knew I could do better than average 
work, but the challenge was not there, and I only gave enough 
effort to maintain decent grades. 

I had majored in math in high school and was encouraged 
by relatives to enter one of the engineering fields when I went to 
college. Upon entering a major university in the fail of 1980, 1 had 
high expectations of what I thought college should be like. My 
illusion of a hands-on learning environment quickly dissipated. The 
artof educating had been reduced to viewing videotapes in a standing-room-only auditorium. 
I found it impossible to concentrate or focus my attention on the material at hand, and I soon 
lost interest in my subjects. My grades fell, and after two quarters I was academically dismissed 
from the university. 

Turning my attention to a career, I took a full-time position at a machine shop in which 
I had worked weekends and summers during the last few years of high school. Five years and 
two jobs later, I realized that technology was taking the manufacturing processes into a realm 
that would soon need fewer general machinists and more highly trained technicians who could 
program and set up computer numerical controlled manufacturing equipment The thought 
of being phased out of a job is a very sobering one. I accepted the fact that returning to college 
would be necessary. 

I applied to and was accepted by Pellissippi State Technical Community College, and 
immediately upon entering the college my opinions of higher education took a turn for the 
better. Gone were the TV sets and crowded auditoriums. In their place I found counselors and 
teachers — people who took an interest in me personally and challenged me to give college a 
chance. Pellissippi State provided me with the means to an end, which I have now used to 
secure a solid career in the manufacturing industry. I will be forever thankful to all those at the 
college for their commitment to keeping the education process in touch with the needs of both 
industry and the student. 



Philip Vaden graduated from PeUissiiTfn 
Stale Technical Community CoUcgein 1989 
with a degree in mechanical engineering 
technology and now lives in Knoxville, TN. 
He is an SPC managerlCNC Manager for 
Tennessee Tool and Engineering, Inc, He 
volunteers his time to assist students in 
Pellissippi State*s mechanical engineering 
technology laboratory. 
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Mildred Crowder Westerdale 

Trident Technical College, SC 

It was never my intention to attend Trident Technical 
College. The decision to a ttend was based on necess ity, but 
it was probably the best decision I have ever made. My 
high school class ranking and membership in the National Honor 
Society warranted a partial scholarship to Morris Brown College; 
however, my family was unable to provide the balance of funds 
needed. The guidance counselor from my high school advised me 
to go to Trident and see what was offered. I did— and the rest is 
his tory . Two years la ter I graduated from the chemical engineering 
technology program and achieved my personal goal of receiving 
a quality education. In the 23 years since graduation, I have held 
many positions and accomplished many things. I served on an advisory board for the college, 
was instrumental in establishing the college's alumni association, and served as one of that 
association's presidents. 

I am currently employed as a nuclear engineering technician in the Nuclear Quality 
Control Office at the Naval Shipyard. Any success achieved by me must be attributed to 
Trident. The school opened its doors with only Ciie goal— to provide theLowcountry of South 
Carolina with trained, competent individuals who could contribute immediately to the work 
force. Trident has been extremely successful in attaining this goal. The college has continued 
to grow and provide a quality education at an affordable price. The success of any person is 
directly related to his or her educational background, and I received mine at Trident Techni cal 
College. 




Mildred Crowder Westerdale graduated 
from TridentTechnical College inl966with 
a degree in chemical engineering technology 
and now lives in Hamhan, SC. Mildred 
helped establish the Trident Technical Col- 
lege Ahmmi Association, served as alumni 
assocMo n pres iden t in 1 984-1 985, and was 
Charleston County Trustee for the Alumni 
Association in 19S2-1983. Her current 
occupation is nuclear engineering techni- 
cian for the Charleston Naval Shipyard. 
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Pamela A. Wilkins 

Tompkins-Cortland Community College, NY 



F 



ifteen years ago, my high school guidance counselor 
discouraged me from pursuing my only dream: being a 
veterinarian, I was told, ''That's something women just 
don't do." I was told to get a degree in English, then I could 
teach... and if my husband ever left me, I could support myself. 
Unfortunately, I bought that advice — hook, line, and sinker. 

I enrolled at a small, private liberal arts college in northem 
New York state, and after just one semester I dropped out and 
returned home to work with horses. For nearly three years, I rode, 
trained, and gave lessons in Cortland and Ithaca, but it was a hard 
way to earn a living and the money wasn't very good. 
Thaf s when I decided to follow my heart. In the fall of 1978, 1 enrolled at Tompkins- 
Cortland Community College, which for me wa^ a big step. Like many older students, I was 
scared about returning to school after a few years \n the working world. 

But once I was there, it was a very good experience for me. I gained a lot of confidence 
and found that I could do the work. I ran intopeople who took an interest inmeand encouraged 
me to try. Even during difficult times in my personal and family life, I found my professors 
willing to help or lend a hand. The personal attention they gave me made all the difference 
between failure (again!) and success. 

I majored in biology, with an emphasis in animal anatomy and physiology, and look 
most of my core courses at Tompkins-Cortland, including biology, chemistry, organic chem- 
istry, calculus, and physics. And when I graduated, I transferred all of my aedits to Cornell 
University, where I earned my bachelor's degree, followed by my DVM and, later, a master's 
degree in surgery. My academicbase from Tompkins-Cortland was excellent. I had no trouble 
understanding the material in the advanced classes at Comell. 

In 19871 established an equine neonatal intensive careunitat Cornell. I wrote grants for 
equipment, organized a course for students, rallied 100 volunteers, trained then i, and finally 
won the administration's support for a staff position. I know that without the confidence I 
gained at Tompkins-Cortland, I never would have attempted such an extraordinary project. 

Today, I am one of three veterinarians composing a firm that serves nearly 1,400 clients 
near Albany. We provide care ranging from nutritional counseling to emergency surgery. 
Many of my days are spent driving to and from house 
calls, or stable calls in this case. 

For me, it's more than a job. If s my lifelong 
ambition. ibmpkins-Cortland was a tuming point in 
my life. It gave me the confidence to go for my greatest 
dream. 
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Pamela A. VJilkins graduated from 
Tompkins-Cortland Community College in 
1980 witha degree in biology and now lives 
in Slingerlarids, NY. She i$ currently a 
veterinarian and her extensive research and 
writing on equine colic has been published 
regularly. She has also been a guest pre- 
senter to many lay and professional groups, 
including the Intermtioml Society of Vet- 
erinary Perimtoligists and the American 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
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SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, AND AGRICULTURE 



Michael Wilson 

Highland Community College, IL 




My father, mother, and older sisters all attended the 
University of Illinois several miles from our farm 
homein northern Illinois. lexpected todothesame, 
but during my senior year in high school, personal circumstances 
made it impossible. My mother was terminally ill, and it was 
necessary for me to stay near the farm. 

Idecided to apply at Highland Community College, major- 
ing in agriculture. I had no idea what college life would be like as 
a commuter student. Coming from a small high school — graduat- 
ing with fewer than 30 people in my class — I wondered if I could 
handle college life. I didn't have a clue what I wanted to do with 
my life at that time. 

During my time at HCC, I discovered a lot of things about myself. I soon learned that 
I had many opportunities to get involved in activities at HCC. I participated in speech 
tournaments, jazz band, and student senate, and was elected student president my sophomore 
year. Ibegan to realize that these kinds of opportunities would probably not have been possible 
at ? irge university. 

The smaller class sizes at HCC made interacting with professors easy. And they 
prob:.bly improved my chances at surviving the tough freshman core classes such as chemis- 
try. 

I really learned how to communicate with people when I attended HCC. I think thaf s 
because the professors at the college really took a genuine interest in me, not just as a student, 
but as a person. Even today, after 10 years, I keep in touch with some of the staff members. I 
consider at least one HCC teacher my mentor, a person who had a definite impact on my career 
choices. He not only taught me to speak in public, but to think and write with clarity and 
honesty. 

My relationships and experiences at HCC gave me good lessons for life: not only how 
to commu nica te, but also how to work with others, how tc be fair, and how to think creatively. 

It was at this point that I was able to focus my goals and career ambitions. After HCC 
I transferred to the University of Illinois and obtained my bachelor of science degree in 
agricultural journalism. When peoph ask me about my experience at a "junior'' college, I tell 
them I would *^ot have cnanged a thmg about my college career. I speak of HCC with pride 



Michael V/ilson graduated front Highland 
Community College in 1979 with a degree 
in agriculture. He is currently the manag- 
ing editor of Prairie Farmer Magazine. 
As a professional journalist, He has devoted 
himself to maintaining close contact with 
what is happeningin the field of agriculture. 
He is dedicated to keeping the public in- 
formed of the latest agricultural develop- 
ments. 



because it truly was a great experience. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Ken Zabielski, Sr. 

McHeniy County College, IL 



■ ^ ' ourteen years ago, an opportunity irose for me to 
W\ selectively change careers. Guidance and direction was 
JU offered by McHenry County College's faculty, and it 
has been one of the most important journeys that I have ever 
embarked on. The established Veterans Student Adviser assured 
me that nothing ever exceeds success like success itself. Reluc- 
tantly, I gave up moving 14 tons of beverages a day. They were 
packaged in glass bottles, and an idea of developing a replacement 
lightweight (plastic) bottle caught my interest. 

The staff at MCC launched me into a totally new galaxy of 

learning. Communications was emphasized, as were the analytical 
skills. The ability to question and disclose information became ingr .lned into our shared 
prescribed curriculum. The renovated Information Resource Lab allowed me to expand and 
reach literally across the world. The scientific journals fueled a somewhat inquisitive mind. As 
my credits accrued, the real test came. I entered the realm of the plastics industry. 

Initially, I was a silent worker and observer. I received my associate decree in plastic 
technology in August 1977 and then became a somewhat vocal analytical technician. Achiev- 
ing the highest technical slotdid not satisfy me from a knowledge standpoint. Engineering was 
at that time a mere dream. Still, with the associate degree I realized that dream and became a 
research and development engineer. 

Just last semester, I returned to MCC for a computer course. As lentered those halls, my 
eyes swelled and teared up. I took a deep breath and then realized what had transpired. I 
mumbled to myself 'Twelveyears and 21 patents later, I comeback, still with my AAS degree, 
and still on a quest for knowledge. Not a bad life's experience after all." 

Currently, I am attending the National College of Education. Who knows whera a 
bachelor's degree will lead me? 

I offer the following for deep consideration. First, allow yourself to reach and take 
advantage of your community college. Second, never ever stop learning. Geographically, a 
community college is very close to your home. Educationally, the curricula are custom- 
tailored. Impact-wise, I can only say that the last patent issued to me (Febmary of 1988) is the 
subject of the 1990 International Netlon Gold Medal. It is awarded for innovative plastics and 
rubber processes. Only one is bestowed every five years. 

Thanks, MCC. You now have my children. If you can be kind enough to just lightly 
brush that learning wand across their brows, it will be ever appreciated. If you could touch any 
other student as you embraced me, the world will indeed prosper. Above all else, MCC, 
remember lhat..."we are the world!" 



Ken Zabielski, Sr. graduated from McHenry 
County College, IL in 1 977 with a degree in 
plastics technolc"': He is area engineer for 
Quantum Perjnh:ance Films, Quantum 
Chemical Corporation in StreamxLOod, IL. 




ERIC 



66 



CHAPTER FIVE 

Entertainment, Media, and 

Sports 



<o1 7 1 

ERIC 



ENTERTAINMENT, MEDIA, AND SPORTS 



Dennis Anderson 

Los Angeles Pierce College, CA 



id 



When I signed up for the fall semester at Los Angeles 
Pierce College in 1975, my duffel bag was still 
crammed with military whatnot from a three-year 
infantry hitch in West Germany. I had gone in«-o the Army because 
I didn't know how to study after high school and couldn't keep my 
mind on class. I ended up at Pierce College because the campus was 
pretty and because during leave I had visited and the counselors 
promised a warm welcome for vets, which turned out to be true. 

In the passage between high school and the military, I had 
cultivated a phobia of universities. They seemed distant, forbid- 
ding, and lofty. I felt sure that if I got out of the Army and tried to 
plunge into academia at such a place I would surely sink. Thus, the community college system 
became my first stop, a place to wade in and get my feet wet without drowning. 

My first stop was the journalism department, because I wanted to write and I hoped 
someone there could show me how. I met a half-dozen of the finest teachers I will ev 2x know. 
They combined thedemandingaspectsof military instructors with the intellectual horsepower 
of true mentors. Most importantly, they cared, passionately. Later, at the two universities I 
attended in the course of finishing my studies, I encountered two or three memorable 
professors. From Pierce College I have a half-dozen such personal and professional relation- 
ships. That is a startling equation. The teachers I knew at Pierce were in every way the equal 
of their university peers. In some ways, they exceeded their university brethren. Free of the 
pressure of "publish or perish" and less involved in faculty politics, my Pierce teachers 
invested their time where it belonged, in the students. This is not fluff or empty homage; it's 
a case study, and I think there are a lot of similar stories out there. 

When I was "adop ted" by the journalism faculty, with my duffel bag still stuffed, if I was 
a diamond, I -vas certainly rough. Those guys know how to romance c> stone, to get it shiny and 
buff it up to d fine luster. They did such a good job that in 1977 1 became editor of the student 
newspaper. Roundup. 

When I entered college, I had neither money, grades, nor family connection to pave the 

wayfor success. Buteven without the£_blessings,amotivatedcommunity college gradcanput 
together the pieces that combine to make up success in a very competitive America. This is 
important and should be noted at all levels of government and within the communities that 
support the community college system. 



Dennis Anderson graduated from Los An- 
geles Pierce College in 1977 with a degree in 
journalism and now lives in Antelope Val- 
ley, CA. Heisa novelist and nigh t editor for 
Associated Press in Los Angeles. He is the 
author of the novel Target Stealth, pub- 
lished by Warner Books. He is ako a former 
paratrooper and recognition specialist for 
NATO. 



69 



PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Ed Arnold 

Texarkana College, TX, and Rancho Santiago College, CA 




When I was a youngster, the subject of college was 
never discussed. It could have been because no one 
in my family had earned a degree. Most had gradu- 
a ted from high school, bu t tha t me ant. ..it was time to work 40 hours 
each week at minimum wage. A college education was for the 
privileged. 

The change came forme when a junior/ community college 
opened in my hometown. Though there was still no discussion 
about college, and my high school teachers rarely broa*.'/ied the 
topic, Ibecame very awareof the new school. However, my bubble 
burst because of my need to work. Thaf s when it hit me. I could 
work and attend Texarkana College. I did, and I joined the Platoon Leaders Programof the U.S. 
MarineCorps, which would earn me extra money. When I gradua ted, I would serve the Marine 
Corps as an officer. 

Ah, the dreams of a kid. Personal and financial problems hit during my first semester 
of college, and Ihad to go on active duty in the Marines. But I had discovered college, and the 
burning desire remained with me during my years in the Marines. There I was encouraged to 
better myself through courses. I also had a chance to participate in organized sports. 

Our coach scheduled football games against local community colleges so we could get 
exposure to the schools and have the coaches see us play. He knew those coaches would be 
interested in recruiting players who could help their programs. One of those coaches was 
Homer Beatty from Santa Ana College, since renamed Rancho Santiago College. I was lucky 
enough to be asked to attend. I know I was not an outstanding player, so I was very fortunate. 

A community college again played an important part in my life. My professors at RSC 
were encouraging and helpful as Ibegan my formal schooling once more. After a year I again 
had to dropoutbecause of financial problems, bu t thedesire was still there. I returned a couple 
of years later, and the rest is history. I earned my A A 
from Rancho Santiago College, graduated from Cali- 
fornia State University, Long Beach with a bachelor's 
degree, and was guided from radio to television, an 
occupation I still hold. 

And...I became the first member of my family 
to earn a college degree! 



Ed Arnold graduated from Rancho Santiago 
College in 1966 with a degree in communi- 
cations. He is currently working as a sports 
reporter/anchor at KTLA Television in Los 
Angeles and resides in Fountain Valley, 
CA. He is recognized by thousands for his 
work in public and commercial radio and 
television. Less known but equally impor- 
tant are his significant contributions as 
president, board member, and active par- 
ticipant with a number of organizations 
representingsuch interestsas multiplescle- 
rosis, Special Olympics, cystic fibrosis, 
March of Dimes, Boy Scouts, Jaycees, Ro- 
tary Club and countless others. He has 
earned many honors, both for his broadcast- 
ing and for his volunteer efforts. 
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ENTERTAINMENT, MEDIA, AND SPORTS 



James G. Baldridge 

Sinclair Community College, OH 



Community colleges are America's opportunity makers. 
They offer a chance at higher education — and success 
inlife — to people who, for one reason or another, might 
have missed it. 

People like me. As a teenager in Lima, OH, I was bright 
enough butnotparticularlyinterestedin school. Broadcasting was 
my passion. After high school I found a job at a local radio station. 
I started college because my parents insisted, but my heart wasn't 
in it. Within a few months I dropped out. My local draft board 
noticed and I soon found myself in the Army working for Armed 
Forces Radio and Television. My stay in the military matured me. 
By the time the Army was through with me, I was ready for a second chance at an education. 

Fortunately, Sinclair Community College was ready for me. Because Sinclair offered 
night and weekend classes, I was able to fit school around my erratic work schedule as a junior 
news writer at a local television station. It was thrilling. Liberal arts studies opened doors to 
culture and knowledge. Teachers with "real world" experience brought special insight. This 
time I found myself not only doing well in school, but also enjoying it. 

Even more important than the new things I learned— and the associate's degree I 
received— was the fact that Sinclair helpedme to organize my mind and better understand the 
things I thought I already knew. That, I believe, is true human growth. 

Success at Sinclair led to success elsewhere. learned a bachelor's degree at a nearby sta te 
university and made a start at graduate work. My career has been fulfilling. As a television 
journalist I have traveled to Europe, Central America, and all over the United States covering 
everything from earthquakes and airplane crashes to crime and politics. I am now senior 
anchor at WHIO-TV in Dayton, OH. 

Sinclair Community College is where I turned the corner. I try to repay the community 

by visiting high school and college classrooms to share 
my experiences and stress the importance of higher 
education. I have been able to use my prominence in 
local television to help area charities. 

One of my most satisfying moments came re- 
cently, when I reported that votp-' had approved a 
new long-term tax to keep Sinclair v.ommunity College 
doing for others what it had done for me. My com- 
munity had chosen to keep one of its most vital re- 
sources thriving...AND offer all of it? citizens the 
opportunity for success. 



James G.Baldridge graduated from Sinclair 
Community College in 1973 with a degree 
in liberal arts and sciences. He is currently 
employed as a television news anchor and 
resides in Centerville, OH. He isa frequent 
speaker at local schools on the importance of 
higher education. His community service 
includes involvement with numerous fund 
raising activities for local charities, mem- 
bership on the Cystic Fibrosis Board, and 
past board membership in the American 
Cancer Society. In 1989 hex is selected as 
a distinguished alumnus of lawnee High 
School in Lima, OH. He has abo received 
theOhioForeign Language Award, "Friend 
of Foreign Languages," for stimulating 
young people to learn second and third 
languages. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Marilyn Benner 

Florence-Darlington Technical College, SC 



A ■m 



ow did FDTC prepare me to survive the daily needs 
of showbusiness? My instructors wouldn't settle for 
anything less than my very best performance.. .no 
matter what. The "plot'' wras very specific ... be prepared for 
anytiiing, anticipate potential complications, and above all be a 
professional at all times. Spotproblems before it's too late. Gather 
information. Don' t be afraid to make decisions. Set realistic goals. 
These lessons have proven invaluable for both my business and 
my patients. 

On many occasions, I reflect back on my days at Florence- 
Darlington Technical College, where I obtained my associate 
degree in nursing. I'm very thankful that they found value in me to accept me from a list of 300 
waiting applicants. I wanted to be a nurse more than anything, and I convinced them that it 
w^as not an overnight decision. I feel that I received the best nursing education possible at 
Florence-Darlington Technical College. 

It was a very comprehensive and fast-paced program, and I spent the two years 
studying, studying, studying. The competition was tough, and so were my instructors. They 
knew they were preparing us to take lives into our hands every day. As I lookback, I feel that 
I came out better prepared clinically for my job than most bachelor' s-degree-prepared nurses. 
Why? Because we spent much more time in the clinical area... performing procedures in real 
patient settings rather than sitting in a classroom reading about them. 

"How to turn an emergency room drama into a simple operation." This is the theme 
of my company, Benner Medical Productions. We provide medical- technical consultation to 
the movie and television industry. Only three years old, my company is now working on its 
15lh major movie, in addition to the daily productions of "Guiding Light" and ''Another 
World." The mission of Benner Medical Productions is to ensure that our audience of millions 
of viewers receive correct medical information through theprograms they watch for entertain- 
ment. This means w^e get involved in correcting dialogue as well as creating medical stories to 
fit the original plots. Not only do we act our parts in front of .he camera, we also equip the set, 
coach actors on medical procedures and pronounciation of terms, and coordinate and provide 
medical emergency teams as backup for stunts. 

I came to New York to study AIDS at The Mount Sinai Hospital... and ended up doing 
the first AIDS storyline on daytime television. 

Even wi th my demanding schedule in running 
the business, I am still on staff at one of New York's 
"craziest" trauma units.Thanks to Florence-Darlington 
Technical College, nursing is still the focus of my life. 



Marilyn Benner graduated from Florence- 
Darlington Technical College in 1 976 with 
a degree in ni4r$ing and is now living in 
New York City, She i$ president of Benner 
Medical Productions, Inc. As an actress, 
writer, producer, medical consultant, and 
certified health professional, she is in a posi- 
tion to ensure accurate portrayal of medical 
situations in the entertainment industry. 
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ENTERTAINMENT, MEDIA, AND SPORTS 



Larry Downing 

Los Angeles Pierce College, CA 

Since I am continually exposed to the glamour, excite- 
ment, and sophistica tionsurrounding Washington, D.C. 
and other capital cities around the world, one might 
assume that I have forgotten my much quieter college days. But 
this is not the case. I holci warm and lasting memories of my tenure 
as photographer, reporter, and then editor of the Pierce College 
Roundup. I think I owe everything Tve achieved to the instructors 
at Pierce. 

My rigorous training at Pierce has helped me chalk up some 
prizes, includingfirstand third place in the National Press Photog- 
raphers Assodation Picture of the Year-Generic News for cover- 
age of President Carter in 1979. 1 also received first place in the National Headliners Award for 
Excellence in Magazine Photography in 1984 and third place in the World Press Photo Spot 
News Contest for Reagan and Gorbachev coverage in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1985. 1 won the 
NPPA Award for Excellence in Photography for coverage of the White House in 1986, and I 
have garnered numerous first, second, and third place awards in the White House News 
Photographers Assodation Contest .since 1979. 

The individualized instruction I got at Pierce from teachers devoted day and night and 
on weekends to helping students learn the craft of journalism and photography enabled me to 
survive and then thrive on the fierce competition I face every working day. A fact of life for 
Washington photographers is that only the quickest, most capable, and most competitive last 
long. This is because Washington editors are among the most demanding in the world on a 
daily basis. 

The public relates to photography the way it does to many glamour professions, by 
seeing the photo images and having no idea about the intense concentration and hard work 
that go into making ihose pictures. This is the kind of discipline I learned from my very 
demanding instructors at Pierce. Photo opportunities at the White House are not as glamorous 
as you might think. It is almost a contact sport. You don' t have lots of time. You don' t have time 
to second-guess or think very much. But covering Reagan since before the 1980 presidential 
campaign gave me an edge. I could tell by the position of his fingers what he was going to do. 

I enjoy competition. That is something I learned about myself at Pierce, when I turned 
my hobby of photography into a profession. It happened by accident. I had originally enrolled 
at Pierce College to become a la wyer. To sharpen my writing skills, I took journalism courses, 
and the classes and the professors who taught them forever changed my life. 



Larry Downinggraduatedfrom Los Angeles 
Pierce College in 1975 with a degree in 
journalism and now lives in Washington, 
D.C. He is a photographer for hlos'^swcQk 
and a ynember of the Vfashington, D.C. 
Press Corps > 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Daniel L. Dreisbach 

Greenville Technical College, SC 




I 



f there is one word that characterizes my educational back- 
ground, it is ''unconventional/' I was born and raised in 
West Africa on the frontier of the vastSahara Desert, the son 
of medical missionaries. I received my early formal education at 
home and at boarding schools in Africa, Europe, and America. My 
childhood experiences in Africa and the example of Christian and 
humanitarian commitment set by my parents were the most sig- 
nificant factors in shaping my values and ordering my goals. 

Following graduation from high school, I set out for Africa 
as a volunteer laboring among the drought-stricken tribes of the 
Sahel. I returned to the United States in 1978 eager for further 
education, but my choice of colleges was limited by financial constraints and family respon- 
sibilities. 

Greenville Technical College offered the opportunity I desired. Tech's two-year asso- 
ciatein arts degree in the humanities had an established reputation for quality and aff ordability. 
Most importantly, Tech offered essential courses morning, afternoon, and evening, which 
enabled me to schedule classes around a full-time job as an orderly in a local hospital. At Tech 
I not only obtained transfer credits in foundational courses, but I also explored diverse 
academic interests through the rich and varied curriculum. 

I completed the associate degree in 1980 and transferred to the University of South 
Carolina at Spartanburg, where I earned a bachelor of arts degree in government. In my senior 
year I was awarded a Rhodes Scholarship that provided four years of study at Oxford 
University, England, where in 1 985 1 completed a doctor of philosophy degree, specializing in 
constitutional law. This was followed by a juris doctor degree from the University of Virginia 
and a rewarding term as a judicial clerk in the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth 
Circuit. 

I am now a writer completing my second book on American constitutional law. 
Greenville Tech provided the launching pad I needed for a satisfying and rewa iing career as 
a writer, lawyer, and academic. It is always with great pride and satisfaction that I recount that 
my path through higher education commenced at Greenville Technical College. 



Daniel L Dreisbach graduated from 
Greenville Technical College in 1980 with 
an AA degree. He currently t$ a lawyer and 
writer and resides in Charlottesville, VA, 
He is one of the few community college 
graduates who have been named a Rhodes 
Scholar. He has rapidly become a noted 
author and lecturer. His first book won 
critical acclaim for its treatnientofthesubject 
of religious freedom and church-state rela- 
tions in America. He is regarded as a 
leading authority on constitutional law and 
religious liberties. 
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ENTERTAINMENT, MEDIA, AND SPORTS 



Faire R. Edwards 

Community College of Vermont , VT 




Some years ago, I was still adjusting to widowhood and 
looking at ways to support myself at an interesting and 
useful job. I also was recovering from an ulcer and had 
gone for counseling. My counselor suggested that I might find it 
helpful to complete the requirements foran associate degree at the 
Community College of Vermont. 

I signed up and won Clo Pitkin for my course counselor. It 
was a great experience. Even when Clo was working with someone 
with a very different background or experience, I found the group 
action helped me get my brains together and discover how much 
I had really learned after I had gone to work, married, reared a 
family of six, and now faced the rest of my life with at least a decade of being a one-person 
household doing the kind of work, for pay or for satisfaction, that I would find most 
productive. 

Now I know that, from time to time, I need to go back to school and put my theories and 
current duties together and keep them in line toward specific goals, being an activist toward 
making democracy work for the good of most of the society where I can reach it. 

Facing the last part of one's life is a challenge in these days of modern technology. Bom 
into a world of oil lamps, trolley cars, and very few medications that prevent illness or deal 
directly with bacteria or viruses, I have seen wonders. So have my contemporaries who have 
watched the democratic revolution make historic changes in our national lifestyles. 

When you live in a fading body, you also have to find ways to keep both mind and 
anatomy well enough adjusted so that you can think and act consistently. You have to be able 
to draw upon old skills, developed long ago. Your high school debating experience can be 
refurbished to assist you in speaking ad lib before a legislative committee. There is an 
excitement in seeing what you can still do, and in finding victories to cherish. 

Now Fm enrolled in the year-long gerontology class at the University of Vermont's 
continuing education program, along with other students barely half my age. Because I am no 
longer employed regularly, I can speak out without enraging an employer. Just recently I have 
found this will be necessary, because I was the only person in our class who is in a position to 
use fac we ha ve been taught. The need for advocacy became vividly clear when I realized that 
we were getting information a^^out Alzheimer's Disease which the State Health Policy Council 
had not included in its State Health Plan. I hold a couple of of f ices that will give me a good base 
from which to speak,and my professor is going toinsiston factual and workable efforts towork 
on the project I found for myself in the classroom. Many older people possess great memories 
and skills and observations. We also need to keep our thinking in up-to-date form. I hope that 

I can be of enough value to justify the free tuition 
available to senior ci tizens from either theCommunity 
College of Vermont or the state colleges in Vermont. 



Faire R. Edwards graduated from the Com- 
munity College of Vermont in 1974 with a 
degree in communication and now lives in 
Montpelier, VT. She is a radio tommenta- 
tor, freelance writer, and activist. 
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Frances Garmon 

Temple Junior College, TX 




T 



he fact that I was living on a farm in the small commu- 
ni ty of Willow Grove only 15 miles from Temple, TX, 
made Temple Junior College an attractive choice for 
continuing my education when I graduated from Moody High 
School. 

The professors at Temple Junior College were, and I believe 
still are, truly the best-kept secret around. The educational back- 
ground I received was exceptional. Almost everyone can remem- 
ber a special teacher. There were many of these on the staff at TJC 
during my time there. 

I always had the feeling — as other students did — that I was 
individually valued. Theadministration and boa rdofregents at Temple had to be great judges 
of what it takes to be a teacher who could challenge students fresh from high school, as well 
as the older adults attending the college. 

My weekends were spent traveling with an independent basketball team coached by 
Imogene Sodek. The opportunity to play basketball with outstanding players from central 
Texas just added to my career preparation and my pleasure. 

Following graduation from Temple Junior College, I attended Mary Hardin-Baylor 
University were I received a bachelor's degree, and then completed my master's degree at 
Baylor University. I have since completed postgraduate work at other universities. 

Temple Junior College was the first step in an exciting teaching and coaching career. 
Seventeen years of my teaching and coaching career were spent at TJC. I know first-hand the 
influence a junior college can have. I may have been a confused country girl from Willow 
Grove, but at TJC I was treated like a special person. 

TJC allowed me to grow as a student and a teacher. The trust and understanding cf the 
TJC administration gave me the opportunity to develop a women's basketball program 
respected throughout the nation. I was also allowed to participate in the development of a 
growing international basketball program in the USA. 

I am grateful for the continual support given 
me by everyone at TJC in reaching goals mosl only 
dream or read about, such as coaching a national 
championship team, a World University Champion- 
ship team, a Pan American Championship team, and 
being the coach of the first team to defeat the Soviet 
Union in a communist-block country. These are just a 
few of the exciting moments in sports I have experi- 
enced. 

Believing in people and allowing them to grow, 
no matter how big or small their goals, makes Temple 



Junior College number one in my hook 



Frances Carmon graduated from Temple 
Junior College in 1 959 with an associate in 
arts degree. She is currently the ivomens 
basketball coach at Texas Christian Univer- 
sity and resides in Fort Worth, TX. She zoos 
a pioneer in the development of womens 
basketball at the collegiate level and was a 
charter member and past president of the 
Womens Basketball Coaches Association. 
Shewas the first recipient of the prestigious 
Wade Trophy Coach of the Year Award. 
Through the years her squads haveachieved 
success in the classroom as well as on the 
court. During her span as coach she has 
seen 150 of 156 student athletes earn at 
least a bachelor's degree. 
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M. Gasby Greely 
Wayne County Community College, MI 

In 1969 I was divorced and the mother of a three-year-old 
daughter. As head of the household, I worked in a spark 
plug factory to support us. While I wasn't sure about what 
I wanted to do in life, I knew that inspecting and making spark 
plugs wasn'tit. Because I hadn't attended school since graduating 
from high school four years earlier, I felt insecure about tackling 
college entrance applications and exams. Wayne County Commu- 
nity College had an open-door policy, and there was a satellite 
campus near my home. This was all I needed to get started. 

WCCC gave me the confidence to achieve bigger and better 
things. The teachers and the atmosphere inspired me to look at my 
goals from a different perspective; I stopped putting a ceiling on what I could accomplish. 

After graduating from WCCC with an associate of arts degree, I enrolled at Wayne State 
University and majored in psychology. After graduating, my professional career was launched: 
I worked as assistant to the vice president of community affairs at Detroit radio station WGPR- 
FM, went on to public relations at United Community Services of Metropolitan Detroit, and 
then spearheaded community outreach activities in three states for the U.S. Census Bureau. 
Later I became the Bureau's national spokesperson, appearing on radio and television shows 
across the country. 

When the 1980 Census was over, I entered Harvard University's Kennedy School of 
Government. I graduated with a master's of public administration specializing in communi- 
cations management, then moved to New York to become marketing director for WNET-TV, 
the nation's largest PBS station. But another broadcasting career was waiting for me. Today I 
have my own talk show on New York's WNYC-TV, hold several correspondent positions for 
Fox Television and Black Entertainment Television, and have my own business. 

For the past five years I have volunteered to counsel and motivate female inmates at 
Bayview Correctional Facility in New York City. Their need to see hope in the face of despair 

inspires me to give of my time. 

As a result of encouragement and training I 
received at WCCC, I am keenly interested in giving 
something back. This interest led to an adjunct 
professor's position at Manhattan Community Col- 
lege. Today, I am an adjunct professor at Harlem'.o 
City College. My hope is that I can do for students 
what the teachers at WCCC did for me, 

WCCC was my springboard to higher educa- 
tion. My accomplishments are due to the support of a 
lovingfamily,an understanding daughter, my will to 
succeed, WCCC and, most of all, to thegrace of God 
who is with me every step of the way. 
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M. Gasby Greely graduated from Wayne 
County Community College in 1971 with 
an associate of arts degree. Today she is a 
television reporter working and living in 
New YorkCity. Before sheattended WCCC, 
she worked in a spark plug factory to sup- 
port herself and her young daughter. Today 
she is a grad uate of Harvard University, a 
television journalist, an adjunct professor 
at two urban colleges, and president of her 
own media/communication company. She 
has won numerous awards for her work in 
communications and was chosen Volunteer 
of tlie Year for her work counseling female 
inmates al Bayview Correctional Facility in 
New York City, 
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Ted B. Hall 

Isothermal Community College, NC 




I 



wouldn't know J. J. Tarlton if I met him on the street, even 
though I've heard of his work on behalf of education in 
Rutherford County, NC, all my life. And he wouldn'tknow 
me, either. ButMr. Tarlton changed my life and lowe him undying 
gratitude. 

Twenty-five years ago, he was chairman of a group which 
fought for and won a community college in Rutherford County. 
Four years later. Isothermal Community College was there when 
a boy from the mill hill needed it. 

The damp basements which served as the first Isothermal 
Community College classrooms were gone by the lime I came 
along. The college already had progressed to three modern buildings beside a lovely little lake 
in the country. 

Saplings struggling to hold on when Ifirstattended Isothermal are beautiful trees now. 
Buildings have spread out all over the hillside. And enrollment has grown from an initial 124 
to about 500 when I was there from 1968 to 1970, to more than 2,000 today. 

For me, and I'm sure for many others like me. Isothermal Community College provided 
the springboard I needed. Without it, I probably wouldn't have gone to college. 

I was married and working in the card room at a textile plant when I enrolled at 
Isothermal. The s tate's publi c universities were beyond my means. I was the student for whom 
community colleges were designed. With their low tuition fees and convenient locations, they 
were affordable, even for people like me. 

And with their small size and friendly style, they offered good educational opportuni- 
ties. Every course I took at Isothermal transferred to the University of North Carolina a t Chapel 
Hill And Inever once feltatUNCthatI was getting better instruction there thanlhad received 
at my community college. 

Teachers at Isothermal not only taught me the course material I needed before going on 
to a four-year school, but they also took me by thehand andshowed me how to apply for loans 
and scholarships that would make it possible to continue my education. 

Working in a textile plant is an honorablf occupation. My father did it most of his life. 
And had I stayed in that job I would be proud of my work. But my point is that Isothermal 
Community College expanded my options and gave me the opportunity to pursue other 
careers. Without it, there would have been few choices. 

ChoicesandopportunitiesarewhatJ.J.Tarltonandotherslikehim provided Rutherford 
Countians when they succeeded in establishing the community college. North Carolina's 
system of community colleges offers similar advantages to students all over the state. 

May we never underestimate the value of com- 
munity colleges in extending educational opportuni- 
ties to those who otherwise might be left out. 



Ted B. Hall graduated from Isothermal 
Community College in 1970 with a degree 
in general studies. As newsfxiper publisher 
for the Shelby Daily Star, his place of 
residence is Slielby, NC. 
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Alan Bomar Jones 
Sinclair Community College, OH 




In the fall of 1977 1 was ready for a new challenge. I had just 
been discharged from the United States Navy and had spent 
the summer relaxing and collecting unemployment. I was 
browsing through the newspaper in the want ads and discovered 
a small pron:iotional ad for Sinclair Community College. What a 
great idea! I always enjoyed school, and college sounded like the 
challenge I needed. 

That following Monday I filled out the proper forms for 
entry and began pondering what classes might interest me the 
most. While in the Navy I had the pleasure of working part-time as 
a movie projector operator. From that experience I took a great 
interest in acting, so acting classes sounded ideal. 

I have to admit that I was having a blast in my acting and dancing courses. After a year 
into my degree, I was noticed in one of the college productions by a local television station 
employee. He offered me the chance to act in what was known as "Con of the Week," where 
I would portray either the criminal or the victim. From there I was offered jobs in commercial 
voice-overs and asa master of ceremonies in local fashion shows.My career took an early start. 
Upon graduation I moved to Seattle,WA, where Hived for one year before returning to Dayton! 
In Seattle I traveled as a master of ceremonies in an entertainment group, which took me to 
Idaho, Colorado, Hawaii, and finally Alaska. After returning to Dayton, I began teaching 
aerobics. I won third place in a national aerobic championship that was filmed in Hollywood. 
Then I hosted my own aerobic workout program, "Bodyfire," that won best new locally 
produced show of 1986. Following that success, I produced my own workout video, "The Ail- 
American Workout," which is presently selling well in Dayton. 

I have settled in my career in radio broadcasting, hoping it will lead back to television. 
I am presently pursuing a bachelor of arts degree in communications. All this great success 
began at Sinclair Community College. Thanks to my discovery there, I have been discovered 
ever since. 



Alan Bowar Jones graduated from Sinclair 
Conmunily College in 1980 with a degree 
in communications. He currently works as 
both a radio broadcaster and an aerobics 
instructor and resides in Trolwood, OH. 
As host and choreographer for the aerobics 
fitness entertainment show "Bodyfire," he 
luas honored as "producer of the year" in 
1984 by the Miami Valley Cable Council. 
In addition to organizing "The All- 
Anierican Aerobic Championship" and be- 
ing a two-time regional winner and finalist 
in the Crystal Light National Aerobic 
Championship, heliasproduced and directed 
his own workoutvideomarketed nationally. 
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'onte Markham 

^ Community College, FL 




gljjpl almBeachCommunityCollege provided both the time 
B"^^ and the opportunity for me to make a very successful 
Jtm transition from high school to college. My grades in 
high school were average. Like most of my peers, my efforts had 
been directed toward getting by and having a terrific time in the 
process. 

I wanted very much to go to college, but the thought of 
actually being there was daunting, llie expense of attending a 
university was out of the question, so with a bed at home and a 
good part-time job, I enrolled at PBGC. 

The experiences I received enabled me to go on and com- 
pete at the highest level in university graduate and postgraduate work. 

One of the jest-kept secrets in the academic world is tha t communi ty colleges ares taffed 
by many first-class professors. In a university, mostly junior instructors have to take on all 
general requirement courses for freshmen and sophomores — the so-called "FactorySessions." 
This is not to say that they aren't good at what they do, but there is an attitude of, "I should be 
teaching upper-level courses, and can't wait till I get there." 

In contrast, community college teachers usually have you for courses duringbo thy ears. 
But most important, their courses arestructured as a more complete end in thentselves — a part 
of the liberal arts degree. This is a unique feature of community colleges and why, I believe, 
excellent teachers make them their career. 

But an equally important feature is the word ''community." The unusual spread of age 
and experience among the students provides an ease, a familiarity, a sense of belonging to the 
college as a community. It's a place that gives you room to grow as you learn. 

I've always known it was the assurance, the confidence, the hunger I gained during my 
years at PBGC that provided the possibilities for what has been, so far, a uniquely rewarding 
life. I strongly recommend the community college experience. How could I do otherwise? 



Monte Markham graduated from Palm 
Beach Community College in 1955 with an 
AAdegreeand now lives inMaHbu,CA. He 
is a distinguished actor on thestage,screen, 
and television. He is a scholar and has 
servedas actor-in-residence at various uni- 
versities. He is listed in Who's Who and 
has sensed as a lieutenant in the U.S. Coast 
Guard Reserve. . 
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Evelyn Meine 

Oakton Community College, XL 




What a difference two decades make! 
Oakton Community College and I grew to- 
gether. Oakton from an unpret . Mous, industrial 
park campus-of-sorts to a splendid gem of a real campus— and I 
from a hopeless blob to a woman who has had a great time 
unraveling all those strings that had been holding back the person 
I really WAS and COULD be— and I'm not finished yet! 

In 1970, 1 faced a challenge that nearly did me in. A bout 
with cancer, a 20-year marriage on the rocks, four sons still in 
school who needed me, and no income of my own. I knew I had to 
do something to survive and to keep my family together. 

Idon't remember exactly whatledmetoOakton Community College, butbeforelcould 
explain it, I was enrolling for my first legitimate classes in over 25 years. 

Me! A college freshman. It was crazy! But it was wonderful. Day by day, my excitement 
over returning to school began to renew my f^ith in myself. 
Sc.. .what did Oakton do for me? 

• It offered me new friends, new experiences, new dreams 

• It reopened doors to enlightenment that I thought had been closed to me forever 

• It forced me to use my head and to become a productive human being again 

• It welcomed me with loving arms and made me feel whole 

• It restored my self-esteem 

In 1973 I graduated. Armed with my AA degree, I was now ready for the next hurdle. 
What to do? Where to go? I went right back to school. I entered DePaul University, enrolling 
in m innovative program whereby I could earn my bachelor's degree while holding down a 
job. 

Filled with determination and hope for the future, I applied and was accepted for a 
position with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, What a wonderful late career it became. My 
work encompassed outreach programs for audiences of all ages, from all segments of society. 
The potpourri of individuals who have been a part of my life includes teachers and clowns, 
musicians and magicians, youngsters and oldsters, governors and mayors, congressmen and 
actors, writers and cartoonists. I've worked with staff and volunteers, planned parades, 

pushed wheelchairs, organized conferences, dabbled 
in media, and managed dozens of special events. 

My current project is planning the centennial of 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. And when that's 
over (1992), I'll be ready for the next chapter. Who 
knows what it will be, but it all started at OCC! 



Evelyn Meine graduated from Oakton 
Community College inlSli withanassoci- 
ate of arts degree and now lives in Chicago. 
She has been the recipient of the following 
awards: Distinguished Alumni Award, 
DePaul Universil'j; Governor's Award for 
the Arts in Illinois; ICCTA Distinguished 
Community College Alumnus; and Who's 
Who of American Women. 
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Lisa Mendoza 

Kings River Community College, CA 

There is a saying that goes, ''No bird soars too high if it 
soars with its own wings/' My experience at Kings 
River Conmiunity College made me realize I had wings. 
When I enrolled at Kings River, I was only the second 
person in my farm- worker family to attend college. When I regis- 
tered little did I know that I had changed the direction of my life. 
During my stay at Kings River I learned about math, music, and 
myself. I left with an associate degree in liberal studies and with 
friends who have stayed with me until today. 

After grad lating from the two-year school, I transferred to 
the local state university. The choice was a natural one, an easy one, 
because my time at KRCC showed me the value of a good education. 

I landed my first TV news jcb even before receiving my bachelor's degree in journalism. 
Since then I have reported, anchored, and hosted a half-hour news show. I've won some 
awards, but I'm most proud of a 30-minute report I did on panic anxiety attacks. Right after the 
report aired and for days afterward, I received calls from viewers who said they cried when 
they saw therepor t. They said all this time they thought they were crazy and had suffered their 
panic anxiety attacks in silence. The report led to the formation of a panic anxiety support 
group at a local counseling center. 

Right now Tm 31 years old. I'm in TV news management and have almost 10 years of 
news experience under my belt. I'm ready to fly again with those wings I discovered at Kings 
River Community College. 




Lisa Mendoza graduated from Kings River 
Community College in 1979 with a degree 
in journalism. She is currently a news 
producerlivingin Kingsburg,CA. Through 
her work at the local network affiliate, she 
has served as a very visual role model As i 
Hispanic woman in a community with a 
large Hispanic population, she has inspired 
many with her ambition and dedication. 
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Warren Moon 

West Los Angeles College, CA 



When I graduated from Hamilton Kgh School in 
Los Angeles, I knew that I wasn't ready for the 
impersonal environment of a large four-year uni- 
versity. I needed to be someplace where I wouldn't get lost in the 
crowd, where the professors would have the time to give me the 
individualized attention I needed instead of putting me in large 
classes of 200 or 300 freshmen. 

At West Los Angeles College, I received that kind of special 
attention, and I also got a solid academic background that enabled 
me to transfer to the University of Washington and continue my 
studies there. West also gave me the opportunity to show what I 
could do on the football field, too, which I believe helped me to get a better scholarship when 
I was ready to go on to a university. 

I urge all young people to go on to college and complete their studies. With a college 
education, you have so many more options throughout your whole life, and you can choose 
the career that's right for you instead of just taking what comes along. 

I'll always be grateful to West for the great education I received, and for all the 
encouragement they gave me. 



r. 



Warren Moon gradmUd from Wesi Los 
Angeles College in 1373 with a degree in 
general studies and now lives in Houston, 
TX. He is quarterback for the Houston 
Oilers football team. He was named to the 
West Los Angeles College Football Hall of 
Fame. 



ERLC 



83 



S3 



PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Dana Moore 

Tri-County Technical College, SC 




F 



rom terrified student to confident broadcaster was a 
trip I took several years ago, and Tri-County Technical 
College helped me every step of the way. 
I decided in December of 1980 to re-enter college after a 12- 
year hiatus from school. During that time, I had been a full-time 
mother, a part-time hospital worker, a secretary, and had dabbled 
inother thingsbeforeldecidedwhati needed wasmoreeducation. 

I remember well the first time I set foot in a classroom the 
second time around. I was scared to death. First, I didn't think my 
grades were good enough to get back into college. I didn't know 
that Tri-County Tech was an open-door institution, so I felt I had 
to prove myself. I began by taking just one course, freshman English, at night. I was so scared 
that I fully expected to receive an on my first paper. Instead, I received an "A,'' and my self- 
ronfidence was off to a good start. 

I soon found out that not only the front door was open, but also all of the office doors 
at Tech were open to encourage and guide me toward my career. 

I majored in radio and television broadcasting but utilized just about every department 
at Tech and became first-name-basis friends with most professors. The students in the RTV 
department were like brothers and sisters. It was like being in a big family. 

It took every penny I could scrape together to be able to attend college. I had a jobat Tech, 
a part- time job at a local newspaper office, and received financial aid through a Pell grant. I was 
editor of the college's newspaper, ThePrism, which was the equivalent of getting a one-quaver 
scholarship. 

Then came the big day — graduation— and my first job. I was employed as assistant 
news director at WZLI in Toccoa, G A. On a whim, 18 months later, I decided to try the larger 
markets. My second job was where I have been for the past six years, at WFBC as a morning 
news anchor. 

Looking back, I can see how Tri-County Tech helped me along the journey. Charlie 
Jordan, head of the RTV department, was like a big brother, nudging me, urging me to take 
chances. Charlie tells it like it is. He knows the v^orld of broadcasting, and his program is very 
much like it is in the real world. 

I can see how every course I had at Tech helped to prepare me for my job. For instance, 
I don' tknow how anyone makes it out in the world without a psychology course. The more you 
leam, the more you want to learn to keep going and to expand your knowledge. 

I have been able to stay in touch with Tech. When asked to become the first president 
of its alumni association, I couldn't refuse. I got so 
much out of my experience a tTri County, I wanted to 
do something in return. 



Dam Moore graduated from Tri-County 
Technical College in 1982 with a degree in 
radio and television broadcasting and now 
lives in Clemson, SC. She works for VJFBC 
Radio in Greenville, SC, as a morning news 
anchor. 
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Ernest C. Over 

Central Wyoming College, WY 




Like many students entering college, I hadn't decided on 
a career direction coming out of high school. As a 
matter of fact, it wasn't until half-way through my 
summer vacation that I even decided to attend college. I was 
thinking that I'd take some time off from school and work to earn 
my tuition to the University of Wyoming. Instead, I enrolled at 
Central Wyoming College in the fall of 1969. 

I decided that attending CWC would give me a chance to 
adjust to a campus atmosphere and to take all the basic courses I 
would need at a larger school. I wouldbe close to home, and I could 
keep the part-time job I had at the local radio station. All the 
elements seemed to be there to make this decision the best one for me. 

Whatldidn'tknowat the timewas that my experiences at CWC established ablueprint 
for my successes in life. I was encouraged to be creative and to participate in a wide range of 
activities. With the support of my professors, I learned photography, I slarted a student 
newspaper, I became involved in student government, and I participated in theatrical 
productions on campus, all of which allowed me to acquire special skills thati later used to my 
advantage. I thrived on the campus atmosphere and expanded my radio/ television curricu- 
lum to include journalism and, later, law enforcement. I made the dean's list and then the 
president's honor roll. I discovered that I enjoyed learning and sharing information. 

Looking back at my college experience, I realize that it was at CV/C that I learned the 
value of participation and contribution. By participating in varied activities, I began to 
understand what my strengths were, and I gained a much clearer career focus. I learned how 
to have fun, to take risks, and to not be afraid of trying something new. I gained a sense of 
community. 

I was not only prepared to succeed in life, I was primed to make a significant 
contribution. 

College was an enjoyable experience for me. To this day, I continue to practice the 

lessons learned thereand integrate them into all aspects 
of my life. 



Ernest C. Over graduated from Central 
Wyoming College in 1972 with an A AS 
degree in radio/television. He is currently 
serving as personal prod uctio n ass istan t to 
Gene Roddenberry for the television sfn'es 
"Star Trek TheNextCeneration." Besides 
work in radio as news and sports director of 
stations in Wyoming and Colorado, he 
worked as director of public relations for the 
Wyoming Travel Commission, promoting 
thestate's kaiuty. Sincemovingto Califor- 
nia to work in television, he has worked on 
the exhibition of the National AIDS Quilt 
at UCLA and with a conscious ness-raising 
workshop. 
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Nick Palantzas 

Massasoit Community College, MA 




To set a goal and then accomplish it makes you feel as 
though you've conquered the world. That's the way 
I've approached my life, first as a student, and nov: as 
a coach and teacher. 

Perhapsbecauselcame to this country from Greece, staying 
close to my family was espt 'ally important to me. Massasoit 
Community College in Brot. , n had outstanding baseball and 
soccer teams, and MikeRusso, the former coach, took the time to 
recruit me and three others from Brockton High School. 

But it was the professors atMCC who helped me, as many 
coaches did to keep up my academic record and my athletic 
involvement. As a result, I was able to transfer after two years and receive my bachelor's degree 
from Eckerd College in St. Petersburg, R, in the spring of 1980, majoring in physical education. 
Then I came back to Massasoit to coach. 

That first year, despite having only two returning players, we won the New England 
Championship, and we've done that six years out of the last eight. In 1986 and 1987, we came 
home with the National Junior College Soccer Championship, back-to-back wins. It made me 
want to jump for joy. 

Massasoit is a good place for sports, with fine facilities, but it's a place where we keep 
a close watch on our athletes to make sure they get a good education as well as a place on a 
championship team. I try to show recruits the academic sideof our school— theratio of students 
to instructors and how easy it is to meet with a professor. I keep tabs on all my athletes with 
regular requests that their classroom teachers notify me at once of any problems thatmightbe 
arising, so we can get right on it and not wait till a semester is over and wasted. In my job as 
academic coordinator for Massasoit's athletes, I make sure my soccer players are not just 
eligible to play, but are also good candidates for transfer to four-year schools. For example, 
Fleming Peterson is now a senior at Wake Forest, John Macaroco transferred to the University 
of Rhode Island, and Stephen McMenaman is now at Stonehill College. 

We don't have a recrui ting budget or dorms here at Massasoit, but wha t we do have is 
a college any community would be proud of. I like to think I've helped. 



Nick Palantzas graduated from Massasoit 
Community College in 1978 with a degree 
in physical education and now lives in 
Brockton, MA. His current occupation is 
assistant athletic director and mens soccer 
coach at Massasoit Community College. 
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Marissa Quiles 
Waubonsee Community College, IL 




Ican remember coming home from grade school witha stack 
of books piled so high that they blocked my view. There 
were evenings that I couldn't finish my homework, no 
matter how hard I tried, and my mother would be on the verge of 
tears because she couldn't help me. She didn't know English very 
well and was forced by her parents to leave school at an early age. 

Throughout my early life, my mother's main concern was 
that lobtain a quality education and that I not suffer. Well, she had 
little to worry about when I decided to attend Waubonsee Commu- 
nity College. 

I can truly say that one of the secrets of my success is 

Waubonsee Community College— with its buildings surrounded by trees and full of caring 
people. At first I was hesitant to attend Waubonsee Community College because I wanted to 
go a way to a larger university. Lack of funds kept me at home, but going to Waubonsee turned 
out to be one of the best choices I ever made. It prepared me well for my career which beean 
at the age of 21. ° 

I am 24 years old now, successful and happy. I'm the only woman in top management 
at WSNS-TV Channel 44 in Chicago, as well as the youngest. I'm producing parades, beauty 
pageants, holiday specials, and more. These are goals that I never thought I would reach so 
quickly, and sometimes I fear they will end just as swiftly. So no matter what happens, I know 
that I have a strong academic foundation thanks to Waubonsee Community College. 

Whenever I am asked to share my secrets of success to students, I always recommend 
that they attend a community college. I believe that a communitjr college can lead you in the 

rightdirection,isaffordable,competitive,andfullofrichopportunitiesforhands-onexperience. 
Most importantly, a community college makes you feel like you belong; it feels like'home. 

Many of my friends are successful accountants, reporters, policemen, artists, instruc- 
tors, politicians, and with them I share this in common: we all attended a community college. 

I want to thank Waubonsee for giving me the confidence I needed to succeed, for 
making the transition into a universily and the real world easier, for teachingme about life, for 
telling me that I was special, for believing in me, for giving me the opportunity to grow, and 

for making sure that instructors Shirley Borel and Jan 
Sprague-Williams were there with me every step of 
the way. 

I am happy to say that attending Waubonsee 
has become a tradition in my family, in which I am the 
oldest of five. I am glad that I set an example that my 
brothers and sisters are following. 



Marissa Quiles graduated front Waubonsee 
Community College in 1986 with a degree 
in journalism and now lives in Chicago, IL 
She works for WSNS-TV Channel 44 in 
Chicago as program director and executiv 
producer. Her tenacity and drive, couple 
with her outstanding career successes, have 
provided an excellent role model for everj- 
one— especially women and mino rities. She 
was recently awarded the "We Care" Role 
Model Award by the city of Chicago for 
outstanding role models. 
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Rtith Y. Radin 

Hartford College For Women, CT 



B 



e^ond the intrinsic value of gaining knowledge, and 
hopefully growing in wisdom, I now see education as 
increasing one's opportunity for choice in life. But 
when I enrolled at Hartford College for Women to study liberal 
arts after my senior year in high school, I didn't have any notion I 
was doing this. I did feel somewhat disappointed that I wasn't 
going away to college as my friends did, but financially it was out 
of the question. In addition, HCW was located in a large old house 
at that time. The physical setting was hardly collegiate. 

L. "W • ~ As my freshman year progressed, however, I realized that 
^ ' HCW was not like high school. I was expected to defend my 

positions, search for significance, make choices, and become meticulous in the way I expressed 
myself. I suspected that my English professor, Mr. Butterworth, put as much time into writing 
criticisms of my papers as I spent writing them. He was a writer himself, and that year his first 
book for children was published. Little did I realize that one day I would have my children's 
books published, too. 

In addition to the impact my courses and professors had on me, it was soon apparent 
that if we, the students, wanted something to happen at HCW, we had to take some 
responsibility for making it happen. If we wanted to dance, we had to roll up the living room 
rug. If we wanted a yearbook, everyone had to work on it. We were encouraged to become 
independent and innovative. What we did really mattered. 

With an associate degree from HCW, I transferred to Connecticut College and majored 
in music. After graduation, I became an elementary classroom teacher and earned my master's 
in education. While I was raising three children, I was the coordinator of their co-op nursery 
school and involved myself in other volunteer activities in the community, knowing that if I 
wanted something done, I had to help make it happen. As my family grew, I went back to 
college and became certified as a reading specialist. During that time, I became interested in 
writing for children and now have five children's books published. In addition, I am coordi- 
nating an adult literacy program in my community. 

Education has given me the opportunity for choice in my life and the feeling that I can 
do much if I put forth the effort. This philosophy, as well as the academic means to accomplish 
li first took hold in the wonderful experience I had at 
Hartford College for Women. 



Ruth y. Radin graduated from Hartford 
College For Women in 1958 with a degree in 
liberal arts and now lives in Bethlehem, PA. 
A writer of children's books, she has pub- 
lished A Winter's Place, Tac's Island, 
Tac's Turn, High in the Mountain, and 
Carver. She has taught children in the 
third and fourth grades, coordinated a coop- 
erative nursery school, and developed a 
coutseonxvritingchildren'sliteraturewhich 
she taught at the University of Rochester. 
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Ford Rainey 

Centralia College, WA 

Cemralia College at its founding was the first then- 
called junior college in the state of Washington. Its 
t: ru- TfT^^ ^^^ga^et Corbet, a teacher of 

Si.h ? I ' "l'^^'^^'- She cast me in my first roles in plays in 
the high school and mfluenced me not only to enroll at Centralia 
College, bu t to tour sou th west Washington persuading other high 
school seniors to enroll also. ^ 
r u } 5?''"''."^'^ ^ct^^g Centralia College under Margaret 

as ShyIoc.<m Shakespeare's "Merchant of Venice" in Sea tfle along 

ma ^n\fr''/ productions and realizing hh « — — ,w.H^.f.) 

3aSet=rpS 

like myself as Disraeli inSrptrof S^^^^^^^ "^^^ ^^^^'^ 
thenfatuSthll^^^^^^^^^^ 

radio along with Chet Huntley aS"' F^^^^^^^ ""^^'^ ' "'''''"^ 

toured the'wiTSa^^^^^^^^^ '^^"^'^ School, and we 

features, tSsforanf*! s' age ' "^""""^ »^ '"ivc in 



would 



FordRainey graduated from Centralia Col- 
lege in 1 930 with a degree in general studies 
and now lives in Malibu, CA. As a movie, 
television, and theater actor, his acting ca- 
reer has spanned over 55 years. 
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Anne Marie Riccitelli 
Community College of Rhode Island, RI 




B 



efore I wasbom, my father started tobuy books for the 
children he expected. He was sure that his children 
M ^ would not begin work at the age of seven as he had 
d^e. We would have the priviledge of an education. He encour- 
aged me to study, to learn to use language well, and to love books. 
While his friends discouraged him from educating his daughters 
(this was pre-women's lib, and women were supposed to marry 
and have children) he knew from his own experience that educa- 
tion was never wasted nor lost. 

I wanted to go to a>llege, but I didn't know how Id pay for 
M^^^B^^B it It was 1964, the year the Community College of Rhode Island 
ux. iioHi?i,nHpTdand Junior College) wasfounded. Forme, this was qui tea stroke of good 

ISTst remember being encouraged by my teachers to write and use language w^l, I 
.ludied E aTte believing that the humanities were thebasis for a sound education and he 
Itovment of itel worked har^ edited the school's Hedging literature magaane, made the 
S"S;;andattheendoftwoyearstransferredtotheNewSchoolfo^ 

llSfth^t^^lS^^^^^ 

aXlent tTst present my company's point of view to tough, discermng people who are 

"""" r grSuTttSyTreri^^^^^^ in his daughters as well as his son (all three of 
usstarte?af^^uni7colleges),andtoCCRI,whichhelpedmere 

education. 



Anne Marie Riccitelli graduated from the 
Communili/ College of Rhode Island inl966 
with a degree in liberal arts and now lives in 
New York City. She is viamgerofntagazitte 
publicity for the ABC Television Network 
Group. She is a member of the American 
Society of Journalists and Autliors and of 
the International Women's WritingGuild. 
She ako serves as a fotirtdation trustee for 
the Cotnnvmity College of Rhode Island. 
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Jay Rodriguez 

Mt San Antonio College, CA 




At Mt. San Antonio College, I gained a fascinated inter- 
est in journalism, after enrolling in a class taught by 
Hilmer Lodge, the journalism instructor. Hilmer was 
a very special person. A track coach at the school, he was a very 
inspirational coach and teacher. He made the field of journalism so 
interesting that I changed my majo r, and then Hilmer also changed 
my life forever. 

One day he announced that there was a job opening at the 
Pomona Progress Bulletin in the circulation department. He asked 
for a volunteer for the opening, and no one raised their hand. 

After making assignments to the class, they started to work 
at their desks and Hilmer came to my side and asked why didn't I go to see the business 
manager of the paper, and inquire about the job. 
So I went and accepted the job. 

The job in circulation turned into a job in the advertising department. I started running 
proofs, anr^ then advanced as a junior salesman and then a salesman of display advertising. 
That culminated in a job 10 years later as director of special editions for the newspaper. But 
I continued all those yeaf S lo take courses at Mt. San Antonio College to learn new skills and 
about new fields. 

After 13 years at the paper, I left to join two friends in the restaurant business. I did the 
marketing and public relations for five restaurants that we owned. I shifted the courses at Mt. 
San Antonio College to business courses, and continued to attend classes at night. 

Therestaurantshadbig-nameentertainmentand employed peoplelikeLouis Armstrong, 
Ray Charles Ella Fitzgerald, James Brown, he Righteous Brothers, and Duke Ellington. 

I went on to a job at KNBC, the local NBC station in Los Angeles, as administrator of 
community relations. Then I advanced through the years, to manager of community relations 
and manager of press and community relations. 

In 1979 1 assumed the position of vice president of corporate information for NBC. My 
responsibilities include corporate advertising, corporate donations, corporate events, serving 
as the NBC representative with special interest, government, and industry groups, and 
coordinating the speakers' bureau and corporate projects. 

The studies I took at Mt. San Antonio College 
prepared me extremely well. For example, I did nut 
know then why I took some speaking courses at Mt. 
SAC, but in this job I have spoken to hundreds of 
groupsaround thenation and testified beforeaUnited 
States Senate Sub-Committee. 

But the turning-point was that day in a college 
journalism class when a teacher took a special interest 
in a student and encouraged him to apply for a job he 
did not want. 



jay Rod rigitez graduated from Mi. San An 
toriio College in 1956 tvith a degree in 
liberal arts. He is currenlbj serving as vice 
president of corporate information for NBC 
and resides in Clend CA. A lifelong 
s uppo rter ofcontm u nity service, he has con- 
tin ued to hold (i special place in his heart fo r 
Mt. SAC. A recipient of thecollege's Alum- 
nus of the Year Award, he represents a 
person who has achiev^^d and remembers 
those who contribided to his success. 
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Jeffrey L. Scott 

Kankakee Community College, IL 

Upon graduation from high school in 1972, 1 had the 
opportunity to fulfill my lifelong dream of becoming 
a major league oaseball player. I was drafted and 
signed by the Texas Rangers that June and left home for a summer 
in the minor leagues. 

One significant part of my signing bonus was a provision 
for payment of my colle^ education. Education was important to 
me, as well as to my parents, so during the summer of 1972 1 put 
considerable thought into choosing a college at which to continue 
my education. I determined that, because of its proximity to my 
home, Kankakee Community College was the proper place for me 
to attend. 

Due to the nature of the profession in which I was engaged, I had to attend college in 
a rather unorthodox manner. I could go to school only a semester at a time, each year when the 
baseball season was completed. From the fall of 1972 through the spring of 1976, 1 r.ttended 
KCC in the winter months and then left each spring to go to spring training. 

Because of the unique opportunities KCC offered at that time, I was able to at tend a four- 
week winter term each January. Doing this allowed me toearn enough credits tograduate with 
my AA degree on schedule. I then transferred to a four-year college ready to tackle the rest of 
the education I needed to receive my BS degree. 

I was also quite fortunate that at a community college I was able to get the attention and 
guidance I needed in light of the rather hectic approach I took to attending college. In fact, I had 
the opportunity of a lifetime. I was able to pursue my chosen profession and receive an 
education at the same time. Because of my time at KCC, I had the best of both worlds and was 
able to achieve many of my most important goals. 




Jeffrey L Scott graduated from Kankakee 
Community College in 1976 with an AA 
degree. Hepresently works a$ a professional 
baseball recridter, helping young men deal 
with the pressures and dentands they en- 
counter as professional athletes. He has 
been a meniber of the Association of Profes- 
sional Ball Players of America for 19 years, 
actively providing a support network for 
former athletes. He also is a member of the 
Pitch and Hit Hub of Chicago, a nonprofit 
organizationwhichsufyportsyouth baseball 
in Chicago, 
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Warren Skaaren 

Rochester Community College, MN 



Jilfk: ' 



College sneaked up on me like a Thanksgiving fog, the 
way it did for a lot of rural students. Focused three feet 
in front of my nose, dazzledby the urban social whirl of 
the high school senior, I worked in the evenings and studied hard. 
Cash was short, and although my grades were good, my foresight 
had yet to appear. So when it came time for college, I found myf^lf 
alone, surprised, and without a plan. Thank God for Rochester 
Community College. 

Frightened, I crept up to the arc'^ed doorway and was 
swept inside by enthusiastic sophomore counselors and a deter- 
mined associate dean of students, Robert O. Wise, Jr. He schemed 
and cajoled until I attended a freshman camp in the forests of Wisconsin and there won the first 
thing rd ever won in my life: a leg wrestling contest. Buoyed on the tide of such an Olympian 
victory, I sniffed the wind for headier battles. Dean Wise called me into his office and peered 
at me through clouds of ah ...inexpensive... pipe smoke and said 'Tm going to give you the 
secret of life, son: PROJECTS!'' 

Certain that he meant building dams and bridges, I said I wanted nothing to do with 
construction work. But it turned out that Dean Wise meant that I should organize my life 
around projects that capture my curiosity. Possessed by a project, you can whet your appetite, 
set goals, attract other like-minded souls, and — win or lose — you'll have learned mighty 
lessons along the way. 

Inspired, I ran for offices, joined the drama club, da ted the Homecoming queen and was 
elected student senate president. Along with other caring faculty members. Dean Wise helped 
meconfronta lack of personal confidence and aself-image that predicted, "You '11 be a farm boy 
working at the canning plant until they wheel you away. Get out of the way and let city folks 
run the ship." 

I matriculated and went, armed with new confidence, to Rice University, graduating 
with honors, as student body president there, too. I served in the Texas Governor's Office, and 
now Fm in the entertainment business working as a freelance miter, moving, you guessed it, 
from project to project. Although leg-wrestling turned out to be a limited skill, I have learned 
some mighty lessons along the way. 

In the small, safe environment at RCC I found som^^ inspiring, accessible teachers, the 

company of excellcat students, and a dean to whom I 
still turn from time to time when I need a nice word. 

Rochester Community College was the right 
place at the right time for a farm kid without a plan. I 
am deeply grateful. 



Warren Skaaren graduated from Rochester 
Community College in 1967 with a liberal 
arts degree and now lives in Austin, TX. 
His current occupation is freelance writer. 
He is the writer of "Beverly Hilb Cop II/' 
"Beetlejuice" "Beetlejuice II" "Days of 
Thunder" "Fire with Fire "and "Crimson 
Eagle" as well as a co-writer of "Batman" 
andxvriterldirectorof "Fireworks" "A Spe- 
cial Place" and "Breakaway" 
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John C. Walters 

University of Cincinnati-Clermont College, OH 

The challenges facing a returning student are almost 
commonplace today. But when I started college, I 
wasn't just returning to school, I was returning to 
civilian life, returning to the country, and coming straight from a 
stint with the special operations in Vietnam. If you want an 
example of an at-risk student, look no more. But I not only 
completed the associate degree in business, I also continued with 
my education, became an instructor at the university, and now 
serve on the faculty of the Winona International School of Pro- 
fessional Photography in Chicago and publish a regular column in 
Professional Photographer, which is the official trade journal of the 
industry. 

University of Cincinnati-Clermont College— and the special kind of institution it was 
and is— played a critical role in my ability to make that tough transition. Faculty had time to 

talk withstudents.Afaculty member whostartedatClermontaboutthe time Ididwasa retired 
military officer; we shared war stories and talked about the experiences we'd been through. 
Finding time, treating adults like adults— that was the rule, not the exception. And the 
academic support was more than I could have ever expected. I had a tough time with 
accounting, and I can only describe the faculty as unwilling to let me fail. If you told an 
instructor you had a problem with something in the course or the college, it wasn't just your 
problem anymore; it Vv as something the two of you were determined to overcome. With the 
strong background provided at Clermont, I had the best preparation for transferring to the 
main campus and a four-year degree. 

I've had my own studio since 1974, have taught at the university for 10 years, and 
regularly speak, publish, and of tpn win competitions at the national level. And I set stanaards 
for myself to be the same kind of concerned instructor as those I had years ago. 




John C Walters graduated from the Uni- 
vcYsiiy of Cincinmti-Clermont College hi 
1 974 witha degree in photosraphi/and tww 
lives iti Amelia, OK He is a professioml 
photographer with membership in the Pro- 
fessional Photographers of America, for 
whose trade journals he has written more 
than 15 articles. 
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Dennis Webster 

Jamestown Community College, NY 

Three weeks into my freshman year of college, I faced 
the first crisis cf my adult life. 
I was lost and alone in thevastness of a major eastern 
university. While I was academically eligible, I soon discovered I 
was in no way ready to handle the social and personal pressures of 
a large school. I was one small person in a sea of students just like 
me. 

In late September, frustration turned to agony. My father 
took ill, was hospitalized, and died within a matter of 72 hours. 

I had thought before his death that the big school was not 
going to work for me. Afterward I knew. Confused and grieving, 
I struggled for an answer. 

Jamestown Community College was the answer. 

I completed that first semester at the university, barely passing, and transferred back 
home, to JCC, in January of the folk)wing year. 

At JCC I found courses that would allow me to live at home and still prepare for an 
academic career And JCC also gave me something else, something even more important. 
There were people who knew me and cared about me— English professors, philosophy 
professors, psychology professors who were accessible, who had the time to listen, and could 
help me sort out the feelings of failure and grief that overwhelmed me. 

I studied and learned many of the things that the big school offered. At the same time 
I gained confidence and better self-esteem; I was happier. 

At the conclusion of my sophomore year I graduated from JCC and went back to the 
major university setting where 1 eventually received my BS degree. Subsequently, I enrolled 
atanother schoolin the State University of New York System, where learneda master's degree 
in English linguistics. I now am the operations manager of an FM radio station. 

As I reflect on that time at JCC almost 20 years ago, it is not so much the courses I took 
as what happened to me when I took them. I began to get a grip on my own life. 




Dennis C. Webster graduated from 
Jamestoxvn Community College in 1974 
with a degree in English and now lives in 
Jamestown, NY. As operations manager for 
W]TNIVIWSE Radio, he has become "the 
voiceof Jamestown, " His community knows 
it can trust Mr. VIebster for accurate and 
up-to-date information. 
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Jo Ann Young 
County College of Morris, NJ 



R 



emember the movie, 'The Way We Were/' when 
RobertRedfordandRipTorn name their 'l^est years''? 
Not counting the obvious marriage and birthdates, I 
can name two of my own. 

There was August 5, 1983, when I got the call that I was 
nominated for an Emmy for writing and producing a television 
documertary about Mario Lanza. Family and career — that day I 
had it all! 

The other day, February 4, 1974, is directly responsible for 
^^^^^^HTi^^^^j^H that memorable August afternoon. 7 had enrolled at County Col- 
^^^^^^^^St&'^L^M igg^ of Morris as a full-time student atage35, which seems young 
now. At the time, I felt as ancient as Jhe x956high school graduate I was. My three classes that 
day were world history, American literature, and drama. At each class the professors outlined 
study for the semester. It was like being shown a delicious buffet of your favorite foods, and 
the assignment was to eat! By the end of the day, J was lightheaded with excitement. 

The next day there were more scholastic adventures and, honestly, my enthusiasm 
stayed very high, even with the pressure of being a wife, mother, and aggressive student. CCM 
accepted all my (much) earlier credit hours from the University of Nebraska, so after two 
semesters and a summer session,! had earned an AA degree. What's more, CCM gave me the 
encouragement, confidence, and direction to get a BA in 1977. 

Deciding to resuscitate my childhood dream of working in the broadcasting field, I 
started thegrind of resumes, networking, and interviewing^. One Sunday after watching a CBS 
program called "Camera Three," —a show primarily about the arts, sciences, entertainment — 
I wrote the execu tive producer telling him what I liked about the program. The dc'y my letter 
arrived, the production secretary transferred to another show, and the producer said, "Call this 
woman.'' That was the beginning of my second career. 

Today, I am a writer-producer of documentaries and entertainment programs for 
public television, working with major talents of yesterday and today, from Liza Minnelli to 
Lawrence Welk to Andrew Lloyd Webber. We did seven programs at the Reagan Whi te House 
and two for President and Mrs. Bush. Next March, "Music by Richard Rodgers" will be 
broadcast nationally on PBS, a contrast from this year's "John Wayne Standing Tall." 

A third important day in my life occurred when I drove to CCM and asked a very nice 
woman about taking some classes. She was the one who told me, "You can do it" and 
encouraged me to sign up as a full-time student. That wonderful woman and CCM absolutely 
changed my life and opened the door to the career that 
I dreamed about as a star-struck kid in Nebraska. 



JoAnn Young graduated from Count}/ Col- 
lege of Morris in 1975 with a humanities 
degree and now lives in Oradell, NJ. She is 
writer-producer of public television docu- 
mentaries. Her documentaries and enter- 
tainment specials feature major talents of 
yesterday and today. 
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HEALTH AND MEDICINE 



Roger Dale Burress, Sr. 

Roane State Community College, TN 



I grew up in a small, rural Tennessee community. Neither of 
my parents have a college education, and at the time fevv of 
us felt any particular push to pursue a college degree. I had 
done fairly respectable work in high school academically, and I 
found myself in the top 10 students in my graduation class. When 
I interviewed with the private universities thai I wanted to attend, 
the universities saw deficiencies, specifically deficiencies in for- 
eign language, which our school didn't even offer at the time But 
the community college I investigated, Roane State Community 
College in Harriman, TN, was willing to accept me as I was and 
provide me the opportunity to build from this foundation. In this 
community college, however, I felt the competition with students who were trained at larger 
high schools where the facilities and opportunities were greater. I had to learn how to set goals 
and keep my eyes firmly fixed and overcome the obstacles to those goals. Usually, I have found 
that overcoming my obstacles involves changing something about me or changing my 
approach to the task rather than my surroundings. Later, when I did transfer to a prestigious 
private university, I was able to takea degree in a challenging major and go on to complete my 
medical training. I was president of Gamma Beta Phi, the honor society at RSCC, and was 
involved in drama at the college. The faculty and administration at that institution were 
probably more responsible for my ultima te further endeavors than any other institution. I met 
a lot of good people there and received a lot of good encouragement from thefaculty and staff. 




ERLC 



Roger Dale Burress, Sr. graduated from 
Roane State Community College in 1979 
with a degree in pre-medicineand now lives 
in Oneida f TN. He has become an internal 
medicine specialist in Oneida because it 
suffers from a shortage of doctors. He is a 
licensed auctioneer, founder of theBig South 
Fork Auction Company, and a licensed real 
estate affiliate broker with Tri-Mountain 
Realty Company in Wartburg,TN. 
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Michael Cochran 

Southwest Virginia Community College, VA 




D 



uring my childhood, my parents stressed the impor- 
tance of a good education. With this in mind, I always 
enjoyed school and being with other people. Educa- 
tion was important in my life, allowing me the opportunity to go 
places, do things, and meet new and important people through the 
miracle of study and learning. 

I was excited when I received news that I was accepted in 
the radiology technology program at Southwest Virginia Commu- 
nity College. Being accepted to this program, I could continue 
study ir a science curriculum, my favorite subject area, as well as 
build a career where I could work with and serve people. 
While studying and learning during the 27-month program, I enjoyed the challenging 
classes ranging from English and speech to psychology and government. The radiation 
sciences introduced me to the world of x-ray production and protection whileallowing further 
in-depth study of physics, anatomy, and math. However, as I was to learn upon graduation, 
all these classes molded my background into a career of serving and aiding people. 

After graduating wi th theskills I had learned and achieved, I began work as a registered 
radiologic technologist on staff in a radiology department. It was challenging to know thatby 
producing desired radiographs, I was helping to diagnose injury and disease. With the desire 
to continue to learn, I continued to progress in my career. I next moved to a job as a special 
procedures technologist, progressing to a com.puterized axial tomography technologist, next 
to magnetic resonance imaging supervisor, then to cardiac catheterization technologist, 
knowing that with each job move, I was utilizing what I had learned to move deeper into 
advanced technology. 

Progressing technically, I needed to become involved in professional societies that 
stimulate growth as well. Having joined the American Society of Radiologic Technologists in 
school, and being recognized by the American Registry of Radiologic Technologists upon 
graduation, I joined my local and state societies as well. It wasn't long before I became active 
in both. In the local society, the SWDSRT, I assisted for two years with the business aspects of 
the organization, then ultimately was elected its president. In the Virginia statesociety, I served 
on several committees and assisted with a convention, as our district was host to the annual 
meeting. 

Still, after being in the profession of radiologic technology for 14 years, each day 
continues to be a learning experience, just as enjoyable as the first. The thought oi being able 
to help a fellow human, and the possibility of saving a 
life, is the grea test reward anyone could ask for. Never 
wanting to say I have learned all I can, I continue to 
look at each new day as a means of continuing my 
education and broadening my horizons. 



Michael Cochran graduated from South- 
west Virginia Community Collegein 1977 
with a degree in radiologic technology and 
now lives in Richlands, VA, As a 
radiographer, he has been extretnely active 
in community and professional organiza- 
tiofis. 
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Catherine Collins 

Trocaire College, NY 

My parents are loving and supportive, and vs^anted 
all of their children to have a college education. 
However, like most inner-city residents of the 1960s, 
they could not afford it Of course, this was disappointing, and 
another route to complete my education had to be sought I chose 
to enroll in the federal government manpower training program 
for licensed practical nursing. Once I had completed this course, 
the thirst for a college education continued to haunt n^e. I had 
heard about Trocaire, a small two-ye;^r college that provided an 
excellent education for registered nurses. ^ decided to apply, and 
Trocaire lived up to its reputation. The years I spent at this college 
were the most rewarding of my life. 

At Trocaire College, the staff and faculty helped me to ad;ust to college life and 
academics. This junior college provided an excellent academic foundation upon which I have 
successfully completed a bachelor's degree in vocational education and a master's degree in 
allied health education. I am currently completing a doctorate in education administration at 
SUNY Buffalo. 

Since graduating from Trocaire College, I haveheld primarily administrative positions. 
Currently, I am full-time assistant academic dean at Erie Community College and a part-time 
assistant professor at SUNY Buffalo. I have been cited by New York Gov. Mario Cuomo and 
the Secretary of the United States Deptartment of Health and Human Services for the AtHca 
Prison Health Program. In 1989-90 1 received one of SUNY's Best Faculty Fellowships, which 

allowed metheopportunitytoexposeNewYorkCityminorityyouth to the benefitsofajunior 
college education. Thank you, Trocaire College. 




Catherine Collins graduated from Trocaire 
College in 1970 with a degree in nursing 
and now lives in Buffalo, NY. She is cur- 
rently full-time assistant academic dean at 
Erie Community College and part-time as- 
sistant professor at SUNY Buffalo. She has 
been cited by New York's Governor Cuomo 
for her involvement in the Attica Prison 
Health Program, 
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Carlos Estolano 
Southwestern College, CA 




I 



graduated from a high school in Tijuana, Mexico, at age 16. 
I wanted to learn how to speak English, and my best bet was 
to enroll in Southwestern College in Chula Vista, CA. My 
father lived in the area, and I moved in with him. My mother, who 
lives in Mexico, motivated me to continue in school I worked part- 
time in my father's business (sewing leather jackets) while I 
attended college. 

I initially took English, chemistry, and math classes. I never 
realized how challenging my schedule was going to be. I rapidly 
noticed how many of my South westem instructors invested their 
time attempting to help me learn, despite the language barriers. 
The Southwestern College career advisers helped me evaluate my decision to apply for 
the nursing program. My control of English was not that great when I firsi entered the nursing 
program. However, the instructors were extremely helpful during the two years of training. 
I was also very fortunate to find my best friend (in the same nursing program), as he was my 
tutor, and at times my translator as well. 

I passed the State Board Aursing exam on the first attempt — a result of my nursing 
instructors' persistent interest in my success. 

My first job as an RN was to become the night-shift supervisor of a 1 92- bed convalescent 
hospital. I was theonlyRN in the facility during this time. The responsibilities were enormous. 
Inowunderstand why my instructors atSouthwestern College weresointent on trying to teach 
us as much as they did during our training. 

I joined the County of San Diego Mental Health Services Division in April 1984. 1 was 
a medication nurse initially and am now the head nurse of the Emergency Psychiatric Unit for 
San Diego County. 

My duties include the 24-hour planning and coordination of safe patient care, admin- 
istration of nursing services, and proper staffing of the unit. I supervise other professional 
nurses, and I serve as the link between the hospital administration and the nursing staff under 
my supervision. 

Whilel was a student at Southwestern, I did a training rotation in this hospital. I never 
imagined that one day I would be managing one of that same hospital's units. 

The knowledge I have gained during my work in the County Psychiatric Unit has 
trained me for crisis situations. I recently assisted victims of the San Francisco Bay Area 
earthquake disaster. 

The foundation of knowled gel gained while at Southwestern gave me the needed tools 
to become successful in life. Moreover, I have found 
nursing a very satisfying profession. 



Carlos Estolano graduated from South- 
western College in 1983 with a degree in 
nursing and now lives in San Diego, CA. 
He is head staff nurse of the emergency 
psychiatric unit at the ^an Diego County 
Psychiatric Hosfntal 
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Lucia E Ferguson 

Greater Hartford Community College, CT 

As a divorced and single parent, I often wondered what 
the future held for me and my son. The year was 1976, 
and I had been out of high school for eight years. For 
the last two of these, I was a welfare recipient and had become well 
acquainted with the social service system. Could I possibly be of 
help to others who shared my situation? 

Greater Hartford Community College was offering a cer- 
tifica te program in social services, and I enrolled, no t certain where 
i t would lead. I did so well that I was encouraged to enter the liberal 
arts associate degree program, with a major in sociology. My 
professors made me want to reach for more. Finally, I was being 
credited with having an orig aal thought! 

During my community college years, I was fortunate enough to become part of a 
program providing hands-on training in substance abuse counseling. Over the past 12yearo, 
I have used my skills in substance abuse pre ven tion, intervention, and treatment as a co unselor 
in an out-patient drug-free facility, a methadone clinic, an in-patient detox hospital, and a 
residential hospital. Currently I am an AIDS/HIV program coordinator for the Connecticut 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Con mission. 

In the decade since I became a proud community college grad, I've worked hard to 
complete my bachelor's degree. I am now enrolled at the state university, studying toward a 
master's degree in public health. I also earned a state certificate as a substance abuse counselor. 

While I continue to move ahead, I always credit my first experience with the community 
college system for motivating and encouraging me to want more for myself and my family. 
Today I also am involved as a board member in the Alumni Association of Greater Hartford 
Community College. This I do with pride. It is important for me to give something back to the 
college that gave me and countless others so much. 

Whenever I feel like a number in the state university system, I remember my community 
college roots and say, "Thank you. Greater Hartford Community College, for giving me the 
courage to believe in myself." 




Lucia F. Ferguson graduated from Greater 
Hartford Communiti/ College in 1978 with 
a degree in liberal arts. Her current occupa- 
tion is AIDS/HIV coordinator in the Con- 
necticut Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commis- 
sion in Rockville, CT. 
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Barbara J. Gade 

Lexington Community College, KY 




I will never forget the thrill of being accepted into the first 
dental hygiene program at Lexington Technical Institute 
(now Lexing ton Communi ty College). I had b een preparing 
for admission by taking basic coursework at the University of 
Kentucky. I was somewhat hesitant, since I was 38 years old, and 
becoming a full time student again was foreboding. 

The first year was difficult in many ways; I had somedoub ts 
about surviving. However, once I learned to study again and to 
still maintain a life outside of the classroom, things soon fell into 
place. To my pleasant surprise, the hygiene class evolved into a 
homogenous and congenial group. Also, at LTI I found a competi- 
tive side of myself that I didn't realize existed. My professors nurtured and challenged ^his 
trait; it was exciting to be learning and achieving my long-time goal. 

After graduation I took a position as an Instmctional Specialist n, teaching expanded 
duties to dental auxiliaries. This experience "hooked" me to return once again to evening 
classes at the University of Kentucky to seek my bachelor's of health science degree. I found 
that teaching is another way of learning. It is a thrill to see another person succeed by learning 
new skills and concepts as I guide them along the way. 

In my present position as a dental hygienist at the Veterans Administrdtion Medical 
Center, I have the best of two worlds. I practice my dental hygiene clinical skills and am still 
able to work with dental hygiene students who rotate through our Dental Service, thereby 
giving me the opportunity to maintain my teaching skills and interests. 

The confidence to succeed was nurtured by my husband and the professors at LTI. I am 
grateful for the encouragement and support that I have always received. It has added 
immeasurably to my personal growth. I would like to express my gratitude to each and every 
one for all their help in reaching that goal. 



Barbara ]. Cade graduated from Lexington 
Community College in 1979 with a decree 
in dental hygiene and now lives in Lexing- 
ton, KY. Her current occupation is dental 
hygienist at the Veterans Administration 
Medical Center in Lexington. She has re- 
ceived numerous awartk, including the 
"Outstanding Federal Employee" for 19S8 
at the Veterans Administration Medical 
Center. 
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Reyna Garcia 

Community College of Denver, CO 




Community colleges are often overlooked or not given 
the credit they deserve. My experience at the Commu- 
nity College of Denver was one of the most positive 
points in my life. 

I entered CCD at a very unstable stage in my life. I had 
dropped out of school when I was 14 years old. Soon after, at the 
age of 15, 1 became pregnant. My daughter was 10 days old before 
my 16th birthday. If this sounds like a grim story, it's because it 
was. 

Not wanting to fall into the welfare trap or depend on my 
parents to help support my daughter, Gabrielle, and me, I decided 
to get ahead by way of education. Earning my GEO was the first step, but I soon x^alized that 
I would need more than a high school equivalent certificate. I decided to take the next step- 
entering college. I decided to attend a two-year college because my need was more immediate 
than a four-year college could satisfy at this point. 

With help from grants, scholarships, and student loans, I was on my way. I remember 
walking into CCD for the first time, though, and it was a bit overwhelming for me. My self- 
confidence was low, but because of caring counselors and teachers, I soon felt at home in my 
new environment. 

I was not sure exactly what I wanted to major in, but support and suggestions from 
teachers and counselors enabled me to choose a field I liked. They laid out my classes for the 
medical secretary program; it was a tight schedule, but with my new-found confidence, I was 
sure I could do it. My last two semesters I had an overload schedule (22 credit hours), tutored 
students in two classes, worked as anassistantin the secretarial lab/attended Phi Theta Kappa 
meetings (a fraternity for honor students), worked as a part-time volunteer at St. Anthony's 
Hospital, and cared for my daughter after school. Towards the end of che program, I was 
exhausted, but I knew my goal was now within reach. 

Graduation finally came. Standing on the podium accepting my degree and two 
certificates, I had feelings of complete satisfaction. I was actually very proud of myself; I fell 
as though I could meet the challenges in life that lay ahead. 

Soon after I graduated, I landed a job at St. Anthon/s Hospital in the Medical Records 
Department It was an entry-level position, but it meant so much more to me. I have been there 
for one year now, have had a promotion, a great raise in salary, and Ym completely self- 
sufficient. I moved out of my parents' house with my 
firstpaycheckandam now able toafford rent, daycare, 
and other necessities of life. 

Many great things happened because I once 
found the courage to walk into CCD. Not only did I 
gain a good education, but I acquired self-confidence, 
motivation, and the respect of wonderful teachers 
along the way. 



Reym Carck graduated from the Commu- 
iiity College of Denver in 1 987 with a medi- 
cal secretary degree and now lives in Den- 
ver, A medical secretary, she serves as a 
member of the Secretarial Program Advi- 
scry Committeeand recently volti nteered to 
work with students at West High School on 
behalf of CCD programs. 
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Brenda Sue Cierhart 

Brookdale Community College, NJ 



It was a good r. ^h. I couldn't have chosea a better college 
for what I needed at that time in my life. It was close and 
inexpensive — no small matter when you are 17 years old 
and still living at home. My choice was to attend Brookdale — or not 
to attend college at all. I am now a busy obstetriciar -gynecologist 
caring for many patients with complicated medical problems. Yet 
it might have been quite different. When I go lo the hospital and 
work wi th a nurse's aide, I think, that was me "half a lifetime" ago. 
And I might still be a nurse's aide — except for Brookdale. 

I waseager to learn, and Brookdale was ready toprovideme 
with a sound education. I met professors who were excellent 
teachers. In fact, I rank my Brookdale anatomy professo:, Frank Gimble, far ahead of my 
anatomy professors in medical school. Many of my teachers took a personal interest in me, 
encouraging me tocontinue my studies and serving as mentors to help guide the path my life 
would take. 

The clinical experience that I gained as a nursing student at Brookdale put me years 
ahead of my fellow medical students. And working with the patients motivated me to learn 
even more— sol could give thembetter and better care. There were many dark moments along 
the way. Yet Brookdale had given me a strong educational foundation to build on, and it had 
given me a series of successes that gave me the self-confidence I needed to carry me through 
my BSN at Rutgers-Newark, my pre-med courses, and into medical school. 

Brookdale also gave me the means to financially support myself through those years. 
I was able to pass my LPN boards after completing the first year of nursing at Brookdale. That 
raised rny earningpotential, so I could work fewer hours and still make the money I needed. 
And upon graduation from Brookdale, my salary jumped again as I worked as an RN. Even 
in medical school, Brookdale continued to help me with scholarships from the Brookdale 
Foundation. 

When I was in London studying cardiology, I explored the city proudly wearing my T- 
shirts from the Brookdale Bookshop. The British people seemed fascinated with initials and 
would always ask me what the "BCC" stood for. So I would tell them and explain that "you 
can go a long way coming from Brookdale Community College." 

Brenda Sue Gie^hart graduated from 
BrookdalcComrtiumtyCollegehtl973with 
a degreein nursing. Sheis now an obsteiri- 
ciani gynecologist and residesin Indianapo- 
lis, IN. She decided to pursue a career in a 
vital field which many others, unfortunately, 
are avoiding for fear of legal complicatiotis. 
She has received a Medical Perspectives 
Grant from the National Fund for Medical 
Education to study hospice care for dying 
cancer patients. 
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Carmen F. Gioia 

Community College of Allegheny County-South Campus, PA 




H t was always my dream to attend a major college. Often in 

1^ high school, when conversation would turn to life after 
mBL graduation, I would tell all of my friends about going to 
Pri iceton, Purdue, or Duquesne. But I knew that was only a 
dream. Although our parents always found the resources to pro- 
vide what we needed, I seldom knew the pleasure of any ''extras." 

In 1973, realizing there would be no major college in my 
future, I began a two-year journey toward an associate degree in 
biology. Along the way my work as a lab technician and a student 
senator demonstrated hidden abilities that might otherwise have 
been overlooked. 

Had I been in my Mream school,'' I doubt seriously my instructors would have been as 
human and caring as at Community College of Allegheny County. The "people-are-impor- 
tant" attitude of all of my instructors gave me the incentive to push on. 

It was the "you- can-do-it" assurance from CCAC that helped me leave behind my 
insecurities and feelings of inferiority. Without that constant attention, I could not have gone 
on to Gannon University, graduating in the top 10 percent of my class, and on further to Palmer 
College of Chiropractic. 

Today, I am known as Dr. Gioia. Several thousand people count on me to ease the pains 
that crop up in their daily lives. Several of them have had life-saving experiences \n my office, 
but each of them owes their good health to my skills as a doctor, the fine institutions of Gannon 
and Palmer, and especially to CCAC, the force that drove me to success. 



CarmJtiP. Gioia graduated from the Com- 
mimityCollege of Allegheny County, South 
Campus in 1975 with an associate's degree 
in biology. He is now a chiropractic phy- 
sician and resides in Jefferson Borough, PA. 
As a practicing physician and educator 
teachinganatomi'and physiology at CCAC 
since 1985, he has had the opportunity not 
only to heal the bodies of his patients, but 
also to offer advice and counseling to all 
riose who need someone to listen. Outside 
the office, he has been regularly invited by 
local social and cixnc organizations toaddrcss 
their meetings on the power of positive 
thinking. His research and initiative have 
resulted in severaljxitents being granted for 
ideas and inventions that have furthered the 
field of chiropractic. 
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Ann Grant 
Cuesta College, CA 




w 



hen we moved to rural San Luis Obispo from 
Manhattan in thelatel960s,Ifoundmyself unable to 
workin theoccu pa tionfor which Ihadbeen prepared. 
There was a glut of high school English teachers in California, and 
no opportunity, now that our two daughters were school age 
themselves, of resuming work in that area. After a year of futility 
investigating other possibilities, I learned that there was a highly 
regarded registered nursing program at Cuesta College. Nursing 
and medicine had always been an interest of mine, and I decided 
to enroll. 

I had some initial concerns about how thoroughly a com- 
n^unity college could prepare students for a profession as demanding as nursing. I also 
wondered how the level of instruction would compare with that which 1 had received at the 
university level. I very shortly discovered that I had to work very hard to achieve the level of 
performance demanded in both the general education and nursing classes. It was rigorous 
preparation indeed. 

After graduation, I worked in many hospital departments, including obstetrics, pedi- 
atrics, and medical and surgical nursing. One summer I had tl\e opportunity to teach students 
operating room nursing, and I found that I could combine my nursing and educational 
preparation in a very satisfying way as a nursing instructor. 

Since that time I have completed bachelor's, master's, and most recently a doctorate in 
nursing, and am now the chairman of the Division of Nursing and Allied Health at Cuesta 
College. This spring, Cuesta will be collaborating with a neighboring school, Allan Hancock 
College, to open a new LVN-RN completion program at that campus, and we are looking 
forward to that joint undertaking. 

None of this would have been possible without the opportunities provided by my local 
community college. Cuesta allowed me the chance to make a mid-life career change that has 
substan tia 11 y al tered the res t of m y life. It has given me the op por t uni ty to m ake a con tribu tion 
to my community which I would not have envisioned 15 years earlier. As I see nursing students 
graduate each June, I can tell them that their community college education provides a basis for 
tremendous opportunities, limited only by their own 



vision and determination. 



Ann Grant graduated from Cuesta College 
in 1 975 with a nursing degreeand now lives 
in San Luis Obispo, CA, She is director of 
nursing and division chair of nursing and 
allied health at Cuesta, Having served as a 
member of the California Nursing Educa- 
tion Commission, sheis now president-elect 
of the Southern California Associate's De- 
gree Deans a nd Doctors a nd a member of the 
Special Commissionon the Nursing Short- 
age inCalifornia, She has been published in 
the areas of AIDS education and ethics in 
nursing. 
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Becky Grimm 

John Wood Community College, XL 

In 1978, my senior year of high school, I was undecided as to 
what to do with my future. My counselors advised college, 
but since I didn't have a career chosen, they left the decision 
of which college to me. My parents and I agreed it would be wise 
for me to stay at home and test college life right here at John Wood 
Community College. 

I was afraid I would be a little fish lost in a sea of students. 
To my surprise, my classes were small and very closely guided by 
the professors. You could always receive one-on-one instruction if 
needed. The camaraderie of the students was reassuring. The 
enthusiasm for knowledge and achievement was contagious; it 
madeyouhungry to attain goals and then set them higher. I was encouragedby my professors 
not to limit myself. They guided me through and gave me confidence to set my ambitions on 
being a doctorof chiropractic. I received my associate degree, transferred to Quincy College, 
and received a bachelor's degree in 1982. 1 was accepted at Palmer College of Chiropractic. At 
Palmer, the nurtured enthusiasm I receivedat John Wood Community College was enhanced, 
and Icame to fully appreciate the guidance and advice I had received from my professors and 
fellow s tudents. While at Palmer I joined the Sigma Phi Chi Sorority Alpha Grand Chapter and 
served as Ki-Kirist and Junior Kitrus for one year each, and I assisted the sororit/s Grand 
National Council. 

Since graduation from Palmer College of Chiropractic in 1986, Ihave started my private 
practice back in my hometown of Quincy, IL. I have served as president of the Great River 
Chiropractic Society, and I am a director of the Quincy Women of Today Chapter of a national 
community-service organization. 

I am thankful to John Wood Community College for instilling a zest for knowledge and 
an enthusiasm for setting goals. My professors guided my years there and helped me develop 
and focus on a career for my future. 



Becky Crimm received tmdegreeS'-unAA 
in 1980 and an AS in mZ—from John 
Wood Community College. She is now a 
chiropractic physician in Quincy, IL In 
addition to her work, she is active in com- 
munity affairs, especially through the 
Quincy VIomenofToday. This group coor- 
dinates a Block Mother program, provides 
an annual dinner for clients at the local 
mental health clinic, and "adopts" a needy 
family at Christmas. She also coordinates 
local artists' displays at her clinic, is an 
active volunteer at her church, and has 
directed operations of the Heart Association 
Gala Ball fund-raiser. 
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Sharon R. M. Heist 

Greenfield Community College, MA 



w 



hen I firstclimbed the steps to Greenfield Commu- 
nity College, it was with great anticipation and 
more than a little trepidation. After all, I was in my 
30s, and college had seemed anuna ttair\ablegoal for all of the years 
since high school. Could I do the work? Was I too old? Would I be 
embarrassed at being with all of the younger, better educated 
students who would be in my classes? 

In the first hour of class, I lost my fears and gained a great 
joy that will stay with me the rest of my life. I will graduate from 
Smith College in May 1990 with honors, but that accomplishment 
is built on the foundation I developed in Greenfield. I have always 
loved to read, but at Greenfield I found inspiration in the teachers and other students whose 
joy was also in learning. Greenfield reinforced what I had already felt, that educational 
opportunity is the greatest gift anyone can give. It opens all of the other doors, and when the 
educational environment is as supportive and challenging as the one at Greenfield Commu- 
nity College, then we are only limited by our imagination. 

After graduation, I will return to the Southwest, to the Navajo Reservation and to 
graduate school. Greenfield showed me my potential, gave me the courage to try new 
directions, supported and encouraged my efforts, and challenged my intellect. I have grown 
in so many ways, there is not room here to begin to describe them. My return to the Southwest 
has been a long-time goal and will soon see fruition, and it is in great part directly due to what 
I learned here. I am not alone; many of my friends are seeing personal achievei lent they never 
would have believed possible and all directly related to community college educations. The 
service they supply cannot be overstated. I have been fortunate to attain several honors and 
awards in the years since Ibegan at Greenfield, and I truly feel that all of them should include 
the name of GCC in the honor, for here was my genesis. I cannot thank Greenfield enough for 
all it has given me. 



Sharon Heist graduated from Greenfield 
Community College in 1987 zvith a degree 
in nursing and now lives in Charleniont, 
MA, At present,she is inker senior year at 
Smith College studying psychiatric nurs- 
ing. She was an Ada Comstock scholar, 
transferring to Smith to continue her edu- 
cation, Shewas a Dana Fellow and has been 
cited for her work with hlative Americans. 
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Bonnie Hill 
Rowan-Cab?.rrus Community College, NC 




From the time I was a little girl, I dreamed of being a 
nurse. After my daughter entered school and my hus- 
band had his career underway, Ifelt it was time to make 
my dream a reality. I suppose I've always been the type of person 
who decides to do something and charges ahead full steam...and 
this time was certainly no exception. It was July, and the fall 
quarter at Rowan Cabarrus Community College was to begin in 
two months. When I called to request an application for the 
associate degree nursing program, I was told that there was 
already a waiting list for the present year and I would be placed on 
the following year's list, but was asked to come in for an interview. 
Well, Ibelieve in thepowerof prayer andl knew if it was meantfor me to enter school thatyear, 
a way would open. To this day, I am not sure what happened, but two weeks later I was called 
and informed that I had been accepted as a first-year nursing student. 

During the next two years, I fell in love with nursing. Courses at RCCC were challeng- 
ing, and my love for learning was stimulated. My professors helped me to realize potential I 
never knew I had, and in 1980 1 graduated with high honors. 

After graduation, I worked as a hospital staff nurse, a role for which I felt well-prepared 
with my ADN education. My love for nursing grew, and I became fascinated with the nurse 
practitioner concept. The "education itch" had started again, and over the nexl four years, 
driving over 50,000 miles, obtaining a BSN from UNC-Charlotte and an MSN from UNC- 
Chapel Hill, I became certified by the American Nurses Association and the North Carolina 
State Board of Medical Examiners as a family nurse practitioner. During the many long trips 
back and forth to school, I kept my eye on my goal and not on the miles getting to the goal 
wisdom given to me by a mentor at RCCC, which I have since passed to my daughter, now a 
college student. 

To say that I love what I am doing is a gross understatement. My work is challenging 
and rewarding, and I have tried to give back some of myself through volunteer community 
work which draws from both my nursingbackground and newly developed skills. I know that 
I am doing what I was meant to do, and I will forever be indebted to RCCC for challenging me 
to grow intellectually and personally. People ask me if I'm going to "go all the way" and get 
a medical degree. I reply, without hesitation, "I am all the way.-.I'ma nurse, and tha t's thebest 
anyone can be." 



Bonnie Hill graduated from Rowan- 
Cabarrus Communily College in 1 980 with 
a degree in nursing and now lives in 
Salisbury, NC. She is a family nurse prac- 
titioner. 
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Brenda White Hoggard 

Roanoke-Chowan Community College, NC 



I remember being scared and unsure of what I was about to 
do when I first walked through the frontdoors of Roanoke- 
Chowan Community College in 1985. 1 was 34 years old, a 
wife, and a mother of three. I also was unemployed, as the hospital 
where I had been working as a licensed practical nurse had 
recently closed. I knew that I had always wanted to be a registered 
nurse and that RCCC had one of the best nursing programs in 
North Carolina. I did not know, however, if I could cope with all 
the responsibilities of college studies, a home and family, my 
church and community activities, plus find another nursing job. 
larrived at RCCC just as registration had ended for theday. 
I thought that perhaps this might have been a indication that maybe I wasn't doing the right 
thing. However, a friend of mine who works at the college saw me and stopped to talk. I told 
her of my fears of returning to school after somany years out of theclassroom. She assured me, 
though, that I was taking a step in the right direction, and she practically led me by the hand 
to the college personnel I needed to see. They too advised meof theproper channels to take and 
assured me they would help in any way possible. The caring attitudes and positive reinforce- 
ment I received from the college staff and faculty were exactly what I needed. That night I 
discussed with my family the pros and cons of returning to school. They could not have been 
more supportive — then or throughout my two years of study. 

Indeed, my nursing studies at RCCC were not easy, but I knew when I graduated that 
I had received the best education possible. I know, too, that if it had not been for my family, 
instructors, friends, and the nearness of RCCC to my home, I would not be where I am today. 
I began working for Roanoke-Chowan Hospice, Inc. after graduation and had served as a 
volunteer one year prior to my graduation. In September 1989, I became director of the 
Hospice. Hove it! 

My heartfelt thanks go to Roanoke^Chowan Community College and its people for 
helping my lov ^ and knowledge of nursing grow to their greatest height. 




Brenda White Hoggard graduated from 
Roanoke-Chowan Community College in 
1987witha degree in nursingand now lives 
in Windsor, NC. Her current occupationis 
registered nurse and director of Roanoke- 
Chowan Hospice, Inc, She is making a 
significant contribution to society by di- 
rectingastaffojnursingassistantsMcensed 
practical nurses, registered nurses, social 
workers, chaplains, and volunteers, Vihile 
attending RCCC, shescrved as president of 
her nursing class and was a leader among 
her peers. 



ERLC 



112 

114 



HEALTH AND MEDICINE 



Patricia M. Hurley 

County College of Morris, NJ 
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I am pleased to applaud County College of Morris for its 
profound impact on my life and, by association, the lives of 
a thousand health care professionals. 
In Fall 1968 I was a homemaker with three school-age 
children when CCM opened its doors and accepted me in the 
nursing program. After two years in one of the most innovative 
programs in the country, I graduated in 1970, and worked in 
medical/surgicalnursing. IjoinedCCMas an instructional assistant 
innursingandcompleted my baccalaureate degree in 1974. Wanting 
to continue teaching nursing, I received a National Institute of 

Menial Health Nursing Fellowship at New York University; then 

I completed my master's degree in nursing with a functional minor in curriculum develop- 
ment in 1976 and my Ph.D. degree in nursing research in 1978. 

These four years completed my metamorphosis to a professional committed to molding 
students into nurses who cared abou t people. 

Subsequent training led to a private practice in family therapy. Appointed to the NYU 
nursing faculty in 1979, Ihave had the opportunity to affect the personal and professional lives 
of students m the baccalaureate, master's and doctoral programs. I received promotion and 
tenure in 1985. 

For thepast four years I have played a majornational role in theeducation of healthcare 
professionals on the Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) epidemic. In 1986 1 was the only 
nurse m the country who applied and was funded for three years by the National Institute of 
Mental Health to conduct HIV/ AIDS educational programs for health care professionals of all 
disciplmes m New York City. In 1987 I wrote a proposal to establish an AIDS Regional 
Education and Training Center at NYU to extend the HIV/ AIDS education programs to all 

healthcareprofessionalsinNew York City,NewJersey,LongIsland,Puerto Rico and theUS 
Virginlslands. This proposal was funded by the Health Resources and Services Adminsitration 
for three years. Both grants generated almost $5 million in funding and educated over 10 000 
heal th professionals in continuing and generic educational programs. As a result, I was invited 
to testify before the Presidential Commission on the HIV epidemic and the US Senate 
Committee on Governmental Affairs for the hearing "AIDS: Health Care Services." 

I often wonder if the CCM faculty members realize their impact on my life, the lives of 

my family, people with AIDS, and heal th care profes- 
sionals working desperately hard to care for them. 
The ripples in the pond do indeed spreadfar and wide. 
Thank you from all of us. 



I Patricia M. Hurla/ graduated from County 
College of Morris in 1970 with a degree in 
nursing and now lives in Ridgemonl, N}. 
She is an associate professor at New York 
University and was the first nurse in the 
county to apply for a grant to conduct HIV/ 
AIDS educat ional programs for health care 
professionals. Her counsel and advice have 
been sought by the Presidential Cowwiis- 
sion on the HIV epidemic. 
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Willie Clenzo Johnson 

Cosumnes River College, CA 
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remember very well my Cosumnes River College experi- 
ence. As I contemplated changing my major from biology 

andpre-med, Ispole with one of my chemistry professors. 

He took time to get to know me as a person. Instead of accepting 
my drop card like another number, he spoke to me for quite a few 
hours, pointing out my good points and those areas that needed 
improvement. He felt I had the potential to become a good doctor 
and that I should never lose sight of my dreams. 

He was just one of the people at the college who took the 
time to guide me. My interest in the sciences led me to major in 
biology, but I leamed more than science and math. I learned 
quickly that management of time was also very important. 

Since my arrival at Cosumnes River College, I had felt somewhat uneasy about my 
future. But many of the faculty and staff were encouraging and quite supportive. I worked part- 
time as a chemistry laboratory technician at the college and worked full-time at a local canning 
company. I graduated in 1974 and transferred to ihe University of California at Davis, where 
I participated in the multi-ethnic program and majored in mammalian physiology — always 
keeping in mind those dreams I formulated at CRC. 

Upon graduation from UCD in 1976, 1 volunteered at the UCD Medical Center and 
worked at Kaiser Permanente Hospital in Sacramento. While there, I leamed the inner 
workings of a large metropolitan hospital and had contact with nurses, physicians, and 
natients. From there I did one year of postgraduate work at Creighton University in Omaha, 
NE, prior to being accepted to the University of Minnesota Medical School. While there, I 
participated in the Student National Medical Association. I also worked at the local chapter of 
the Sickle Cell Anemia Foundation in Minneapolis. 

After graduation from the University of Minnesota in 1983, 1 did my family practice 
residency at Hennepin County Medical Center in Minneapolis from 1983-86. 1 am now home 
in Sacramento in a family practice and back at Kaiser Permanente. 

Since returning, I have begun giving back to the community and to CRC what they have 
given me. I have participated as a speaker on medical 
issues in the community at schools and churches, and 
I am currently teaching as a preceptor for medical 
students at the University of California, Davis. 

Also, I have been asked to be the commence- 
ment speaker for CRC's 1990 graduating class. I owe a 
great deal of my success to what I have learned from 
my community college experience at CRC. 



Willie Clenzo Johnson graduated from 
Cosumnes River College in 1974 xvith a 
degree in pre-med and now lives in Elk 
Grove, CA. His current occupation is doc- 
tor of family practice. Even while attending 
school, Dr. Johnson was active in volunteer 
work tvith such organizations as the Sickle 
Cell Anetnia Association. Nou; he is a 
respected physician and spreads the word on 
local and national medical and health issues 
in the community. He is currently serving 
as teaching preceptor for medical students 
at the University of California'Davis. 
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Stephen M. Kalafut 

Mid Michigan Community College, MI 




After graduating from TawasAreaHighSchoolinTawas 
City, MI, ill 1974, 1 decided to work for a few years 
beforeattempting college. In 1975 1 began workingfor 
Tawas St. Joseph Hospital as an orderly and ambulance attendant, 
and this job started me thinking about a career in health care. After 
observing many jobs in the setting, I decided to pursue a career as 
a registered nurse because of its diversity in the health care fields. 

After moving to Midland, MI, in 1977 and working for a 
local ambulance service, I had an opportunity to go to Mid Michi- 
gan Community College to obtain certification as a paramedic. As 
MMCC's first paramedic program, the coursework was more than 
I expected in the pre-hospital setting (1,000 hours of didactic and clinical work) and intrigued 
me even more about my future in health care. 

Marriage and the birth of my first daughter, Rebecca, only slightly delayed the pursuit 
of my goal to be an RN. In 1984 1 found myself at a point in life when I could balance family 
job, college, and life in general. MMCC's associate degree in nursing program offered the 
flexibility I needed to pursue my dream, MMCC was less than one hour from my home so 
classes could easily be taken, and clinical settings were likewise within this distance. After two 
long, hard years, I graduated with an excellent grade-point average and a degree I am proud 

Sincegraduationjhavecelebratedthebirthofmyseconddaughterjennife^ 
progressed from an intensive care nurse to a flight nurse at St. Mar/s Medical Center in 
Saginaw to director of emergency services at Central Michigan CommunHy Hospital in Mt 
Pleasant, ML ^ r • 

MMCC has not only been an excellent source for my education, it has been a building 
block for my career. I have shared my experience and educationas an instructor for emergency 
medical technicians, fire fighters, police agencies, the American Red Cross, and my fellow 
nurses. ^ 

My position affords me the opportunity to continue my education. I plan to attend 
Central Michigan University and obtain a bachelor's degree in business administration with 

a minor in health care administration. 



Stephen M. Kalafut graduated from Mid 
Michigan Community College in 1 986 with 
an associate's degree in nursing. After 
holding thepositionsofintensive care nurse 
and flight nurse, he currently serves as 
director of emergency services at Central 
Michigan Community Hospital in Mt. 
Pleasant, ML He has shared his experience 
and education as instructor for EMTs, fire 
fighters, police agencies, the American Red 
Cross, and his fellow nurses. 
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Carol King 

Gainesville College, GA 

When Charlene Hunter and Hamilton Holmes be- 
came the firstBlack full-time students to attend the 
University of Georgia amid the sound and fury of 
angry mobs and armed escorts, I silently vowed, Tm going to go 
to that school/' Despite my 10-year-old optimistic idealism,! knew 
fulfilling that vow would notbeeasy fora shy little Black girl from 
a low-income family in a small Sou them town of 1960. In less than 
10 years, I began realization of that childhood fantasy by entering 
Gainesville College (formerly Gainesville Junior College). 

Funny thing, though, the path to my goal actually was a 
detour. I'd chosen to sacrifice my original plans of attending a 
historically Black college in south Georgia for the love of my high school sweetheart. Shortly 
aftei graduation in 1967, we decided to get married and start a family. 

Attending college seemed like a faraway dream for a wife and mother who had neither 
the time nor funds to make it come true. But a family friend encouraged me to try GC I could 
attend day classes and work evenings and weekends to cover tuition and other costs, or maybe 
even qualify for financial aid. 

My first quarter, winter 1969, was tough: juggling Math 101 and child care, working in 
the college library and keeping house, and, most challenging, being student, mother, and wife. 
By the end of my second quarter, the marriage lost. 

A chance meeting of the College Players drama club changed my life's direction. The 
drama instructor had developed a readers' theater production fora national competition. A 
Cuban refugee with a sensitivity for the problems of minorities, hefocused the production on 
discrimination and racial pride. When I became one of the four cast members, winning first 
place trophies helped me realize the versatility of my abilities. My self-esteem skyrocketed, 
especially after winning top honors fora two-person performance at another competition. 

With this new-found confidence, I re-evaluated my career goals. I had always been 
interested in written and oral communications, but I'd never considered pursuing a commu- 
nications career until my adviser, a graduate of the Henry W. Grady School of Journalism, 
talked of attending classes with Charlene Hunter. I decided to follow the path to journalism. 
In fall 1970 1 completed studies for an associate degree in journalism at GC. By summer '72, 1 
earned a bachelor's degree in journalism from the 
University of Georgia. 

Fulfilling that childhood fantasy was only the 
beginning. I launched my journalism career at my 
hometown daily newspaper, where I believe my mi- 
nority perspective contributed to the balance of news 
coverage. I frequently talk with and encourage young 
people to pursue higher education and to consider 
starting at a two-year community college. 




Carol King graduated from Cainesville 
College in 1970 with an associate's degree 
in journalisni. She now lives in Atlanta, 
CA, where she serves as director of public 
relations forNorthside Hospital Ms. King 
has been active in civic and cultural organi- 
zations, including serving as a board 
member and secretary of the Atlanta Press 
Club and serving four years on theBoard of 
Covermrsof the Arts Councilof Cainesville. 
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Lauren Gail Kyber 

Piedmont Virginia Community College, VA 



After graduation from high school 20-some years ago, I 
entered college with the full expectation of complet- 
ing ihe four years required to earn a degree in fine 
arts. However, family circumstances forced me to drop out in my 
sophomore year. I began working as a secretary for the local 
department of social services, and somehov/ the years went by. A 
marriage and two children occupied my life for awhile. When the 
marriage ended in divorce,IrealizedthatI was almost40 years old 
and I was still working in a profession that was never my first 
choice and was far from fulfilling. 

While I had always chosen to work inhuman services, as a 
secretary I always felt one step removed from the people being served. I really wanted to be 
working one-on-one in a helping profession. I felt trapped, believing there was no way for me 
to go back to school and still meet my responsibilities at home. One fateful day, I saw an 
announcement in the paper of registration dates for Piedmont Virginia Community College. 
One of the degrees offered was an associate degree in nursing. 

I took a risk and called for an appointment at PVCC. Their counselors and financial aid 
officers helped to put it all together for me, and somehow everything fell into place. I began 
what was to be the most challenging, exciting, and fulfilling venture of my life just two weeks 
later. 

I graduated six months ago and am currently working as a registered nurse in a 
rehabili ta tion center for children. My long-term goal is to work in home health care wherel can 
developa one-on-one relationship witheach patient. Eventually, when my children are grown, 
I would like to be a nurse wi th the American Red Cross or the Peace Corps, which would offer 
me the opportunity for travel while helping people in other parts of the world to meet their 
health care needs. 

I am so very grateful to all those at PVCC who encouraged and assisted me in reaching 
my goals. 



Lauren Gail Kyber graduated from Pied- 
mont Virginia Community College in 1989 
with an associate's degree in nursing. She 
now lives in Charlottesville, VA. As a 
registered nurse at Kluge Children's Reha- 
bilitation Center, she serves thousands of 
children each year. Eventually, when her 
children are grown, she would like to be a 
nurse with the American Red Cross or the 
Peace Corps, 
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June M. Laing 

Roane State Community College, TN 




Eleven years ago, at age 40, 1 found myself a sin gle parent 
with four minor children, one emancipated daughter, 
and no marketable skills. For the first time in a long 
while I had to set long-range goals, the most important of which 
was to eam another degree, which would provide for me in the 
future. 

Roane State Community College is in a pastoral setting, but 
make no mistake, it is as demanding as the prestigious southern 
university from which I later received my bachelor of medical 
science degree. I remember my first day at the RSCC bookstore 
wheni handedback the Johns Hopkins Atlas of Human Functional 
Anatomy and said, ''Oh, I don't get this. I'm not pre-med. I'm in medical records." The 
attendant (speaking lines straight from the sergeant in "Private Benjamin") said, ''YOU GET 
THIS." Fear began its numbing process at my toes and worked upward. What had I gotten 
myself into? 

Three years later, it was apparent that what I had gotten myself into was a deep love 
affair with medicine and computer science. I studied under a group of teachers who were the 
embodiment of the word "teacher." I felt an obligation to do the best work possible in response 
to their commitment to teaching. Perhaps part of it was my trying to learn all I could, knowing 
I would never again have the opportunity to take four years of my life to study. But L so 
appreciated all the intellectual doors that were opening to me. To reveal what?— all that I 
didn't know. And isn't that the ultimate lesson? 

With the thorough and strong foundation in medical records technology laid at RSCC, 
I next completed a paralegal course and courses for my BMS. After working in a hospital for 
about a year, I began my consulting career. It was my turn to teach. Once, a group of students 
thanked me and said I had taught them so much. I told them that whether I had or not, I hoped 
that I had made them curious. That would last longer. 

Since then I have had client hospitals from Oregon to Florida and Vermont to California; 
Panama; Iceland; the Azores; Belgium; Spain; and Germany, where I lived. Two years ago I 
became the manager of the DRG Support Services for 
Humana, Inc., based at corporate headquarters in 
Louisville. I manage a team of DRG consultants who 
review medical records and coordinate annual educa- 
tional seminars for our 82 hospitals. During the past 
year I have been developing a computer-based educa- 
tion program that will teach medical terminology, 
anatomy/physiology/pathology, and medical record 
coding to personnel in the company and our hospitals. 
And where did I go for collaborators to write the 
courses? Back to those who taught me at RSCC. 



June M.Laing graduated from Roane State 
Community College in 1982 with a degree 
in medical record technology. She noio 
lives in Louisville, KY, and has gained 
extraordinary success in her career since 
graduation from RSCC. She is recognized 
throughout the country as an expert in the 
field of medicalrecord coding. Inhcrposition 
as niamger of DRG Support Sewices for 
Humana, Inc., she is currently developing 
a computer-based education program that 
will teach medical teminology, anatomyl 
physiology/pathology, and medical record 
cod ing. 
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Carol L. Lang 

Mid Michigan Community College, MI 

I have become a physician, which for many years was sup- 
posed to be an impossible dream. After all, I was a farmer's 
daughter from a small high school, and no one in the 
immediate family had earned a college degree. Community col- 
legemade it financially and emotionally easier to make the transi- 
tion to a university znd then to medical school. It gave me time to 
really define what I could do scholastically to develop confidence 
in my abilities. Also, it provided the opportunity to find out who 
I was and whether I really liked that person, without the heavy 
pressure of being just a number in a large university sef'-ng. I have 
found over the years that many of the supposedly ysical and 
intellectual barriers became surpassable if I just tried— sometimes repeatedly. Working hard 
for what I finally determined I wanted to do was definitely worth the effort. 

My studies at Mid Michigan Community College, 1969-1971, prepared me to do as well 
at Central Michigan University as I had at MMCC. In my senior year, I determined that 
secondary education was not my desired goal. Osteopathic medicine was. During the next one- 
and-a-half years I completed my pre-med prerequisites and some master's degree work and 
was accepted to the Osteopathic College of Medicine and Surgery in Des Moines, lA. Though 
apprehensive, I embarked on the medical school program because I knew I had learned how 
to ask for help when I needed it. I graduated in 1979. After interning in Milwaukee, "WI, I 
decided that general practice, which is more teaching than I realized, was my ultimate goal. 

I came to Colorado and obtained my own private practice in 1981. My main goals as a 
teenager and a college student have been realized or replaced with new ones. I know my life 

wouldnothavebeenthesamewithouttheprofessorsandsmallcollegeenvironmentproviding 
a good foundation upon which to build future success. It has become very important to me in 
my practice to try to explain, in terms patients can understand, what is wrong with them and 
the ways medicine can help change their lives, defusing their fears. Understanding is the 
greatest and best tool I have to help patients deal with disease. 




Carol L Lang graduated from Mid SAichi- 
gan Commuily College in 1971 with an 
associate in sciencedegree. She nozu lives in 
Aryada, CO, where she operates her own 
private practice as an osteopathic physi- 
cian. After graduating from the Osteo- 
pathic Clinic of SAedicine and Surgery in 
Des Moines, lA, in 1979 she began serving 
as clinic director of Monbello Clinic at 
Rocky Moimtain Hospital. 
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J. David Martin and Barbara B. Martin 

Southeastern Community College, NC 

In the fall of 1986, after years of operating a successful 
business, my wife Barbara and I were faced with an impor- 
tant decision: ''What should we do with the rest of our 
lives?'' We were both 35, and I was recovering from a long illness 
and brain surgery. Thinking of how fortunate we were that I would 
fully recover, we wanted to repay society. I decided to go into 
nursing in order to give back some of the professional care I had 
received. I knew that starting a nursing program while I was still 
recoveringwouldbetough,butmy wife said, "Lef s doit together, 
just like we've always done." This was a huge challenge for her, 
since she had only completed the ninth grade. She began stitdying 
at the learning center atSoutheastemCommunityCoUege and gother hi ghschool equivalency 
certificate. After passing SCO's nursing admissions tests, we were ready to take prerequisite 
courses and enter the associate degree nursing program. 

We made i t through the three years with encouragemen t from our family, especially our 
10-year-old son, and with a lot of guidance and inspiration from our instructors. In a 
candlelight ceremony on May 28, 1989, we obtained our goal when we were pinned as ADN 
graduates. 

Throughout our training. Southeastern met our educational and psychosocial needs 
and provided continuous moral support. We were not surprised in the least to pass our N.C. 
Board of Nursing exams on the first try! 

As registered nurses, my wife and I now work with medical and critical-care patients 
at a community hospital that emphasizes a caring atmosphere. We are able to look back now 
and really see what SCC was able to do for us. Barbara says, "I have self-respect and self- 
confidence that I never had before enrolling at SCC. Fve gone from a ninth-grade drop-out to 
a college-graduate RN!/' We'll forever owe our thanks and appreciation to the people at SCC 
for making our dream come true. 




/. David and Barbara B. Martin both 
graduated from Southeastern Community 
College in 1989 with associate's degrees in 
nursing. They reside in Lake Waccamaw, 
NC and are employed as registered nurses 
at Bladen County Hospital Theyareolder 
studentswhomademid'lifecareer changes. 
David had earned a BS in business admin- 
istration in 1978; Barbara had never fin- 
ished high school AtSCC, theycompleted 
the associate degree nursing program to- 
getherand became Rl^s, 
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Evon Miller 

Kaskaskia College, IL 



I was married shortly after graduation from Centralia High 
School. Three months after our second anniversary, our 
first child was born. Further education at this time did not 
appear to be in my immediate future. 

After the birth of our second son, I became interested in 
nursing. 1 enrolled in a local LPN school, graduating in 1967. 1 
obtained a job in a prominent doctor's office in Centralia and 
remained employed there for five years. 

By this time our family had grown to four. My husband was 
attending Kaskaskia College part-time while worki*ig full-time. 
He would come home enthused and excited about his classes and 
professors. His excitement and enthusiasm were infectious. With my hj^band's encourage- 
ment, I also enrolled ir. Kaskaskia College, mc\joring in nursing. 

Looking back, I remember all my doubts, fears, and insecurities those first days on 
campus. I thought Kaskaskia College would be cold, impersonal, formal. It was a pleasant 
surprise when I realized that the instructors really cared about me and really were concerned 
about my progress. 

Enrolling in the RN program was the most challenging and rewarding act of my life. 
This program not only prepared me as a registered nurse, but also instilled self-confidence. 

My husband and I graduated from Kaskaskia College in 1974. Since that time, I have 
been employed at Warren G. Murray Development Center in Centralia. My husband contin- 
ued to SlU-Carbondale, obtaining his BA in 1975. 

Now that our youngest son is enrolled at Kaskaskia, I have begun working toward my 
BSN. I realize that none of this would have been possible without the help and encouragement 
I received at Kaskaskia College. 



Evon Miller gradmted from Kaskaskia Col- 
lege in 1974 with a degree in nursing. She 
now lives in Centralia, IL and worla with 
the developmentally disabled children who 
reside at Warren G. Murray Development 
Center. She is effectively using her regis- 
tered nursing skills obtained at Kaskaskia 
College within the area to provide appro- 
priate care for individuals who cannot care 
for themselves. 
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Margaret Mose 

Johnston Community College, NC 




I 



n 1976 1 was a single parent with four dependent children. 
I had married very young, and I had few job skills. I was 
working as a domestic servant in a home in Waterbury, CT, 
and my future lookj^;d bleak. 

As a girl, I had dreams of being a nurse. Td always see 
myself in these dreams being transformed like Superman into a 
nurse, able to help everybody. But with four children to support, 
going to school to become a nurse seemed impossible. 

But I attended a revival in Waterbury, and the spirit of the 
Lord began to deal with me and to speak to me. The Lord clearly 
said ''Move!'' so I packed my kids in our beat-up old car and drove 
to Raleigh, NC. 

I took a job as a maid in a Raleigh motel at $58 a week. Those were rough days for fhe 
children and for me. Friends and fellow church members kept us from going under. One win i 
we couldn't pay the gas bill, and was our house ever cold! 

At one time I was forced to go on welfare for a while, but I got of f the food stamps as soon 
as I could. The Lord always provided. 

In a few months I began to work at Wake Medical Center in Raleigh as a nurse's aide. 
In 1978 1 was working for $2.76 an hour. Sometimes I had to hit'^^hike to work. 

In 1984 I entered the nursing program at Wake Technical College, but financial 
pressures, family demands, transportarton problems, and a heavy work schedule were too 
much for me. I failed several courses and had to drop out. 

But I still had that dream of being a registered nurse. I entered the nursing program at 
Johnston Community College in Smithfield, more than 20 miles from 'nv home in Apex. I still 
had many transportation and financial problems, but I had teachers w would drive me to 
classes, as well as classmates and church friends who helped out with food and other 
necessities. Johnston Community College provided financial assistance, and I began to feel that 
I really might make it. 

In August 1988myJCC classmates and I took theNorth Carolina State Board of Nursing 
exam, and 100 percent of us passed. When I saw that "RN" by my name, you can believe I 
praised the Lord! 

At present I am a fully certified RN working in the operating room at Wake Medical 
Center. I am working at an important job where lives 
are saved every day, and I have realized my dream. 

I am proud to be a graduate of Johnston Com- 
munity College, where the faculty and the staff give 
students encouragement and support from start to 
finish. There are many schools that would have con- 
sidered me a poor risk, but JCC believed in me and 
gave me the strength to acquire the training I needed. 



Margaret Mose graduated from Johnston 
Community College in 1988 with a degree 
in n ursing. She now lives in Apex, NC,and 
works as an operating room nurse at Wake 
Medical Center in Raleigh. She had to 
overcome staggering personal obstacles in 
her quest to realize her girlhood dream of 
becoming a nurse. Patients in her care 
instantly sense that she is a strong person 
who can help them get well. 
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Francisco Rivas 

Miami-Dade Community College, FL 

I graduated from high school in 1968 and then entered Mi- 
ami-Dade Community College. After not doing wpU for a 
couple of semesters, I decided to enroll in a technical school, 
where I graduated in 1972. Feeling that I was not getting any Vvhere 
in the job market, I made the decision of returning to M-DCC. By 
this time I was married and had to work over 40 hours a week to 
maintain my home and pay for school. With a lot of encourage- 
ment from my wife and my teachers at school, I was able to feel 
very good about my progress and did well in my classes. I 
graduated from Mia. "li-Dade wi th an associate of science degree in 
medical technology anct a 3.7 CPA. For the first time I felt prepared 
to get a good job, and thus continued educationally to get a higher degree. A few years later 
^ received a bachelor's degree in health services administration, graduating with a 3.9 CPA. 1 
am presently pursuing a master's degree in the health services field. 

What started at Miami-Dade Community College in 1972 has allowed me to become a 
college teacher for over 10 years, supervisor of a microbiology department of a large hospi tal 
in the Miami area, and assistant administrator of a chain of medical centers in Dade County, 
FL. 

What I cherish the most is that some of my years of teaching have been at M-DCQ 
allowing me to give something back to a place to which I owe so much. 




Francisco Rivas gradimted from Miami- 
Dade Community College in 1976 with an 
AS degree in medical technology. He now 
lives in Miami, FL, wherehe is an assistant 
administrator ofthe Palmetto Medical Cen- 
ters. Since receiving a bac}ielor*s degree in 
health services administration, he has re- 
turned to Miami-Dade Connnunity Col- 
lege, Medical Center Campus, to help stu- 
dents review for their state board exams attd 
to serve as chair of the Medical Laboratory 
Technology Advisory Committee. 
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Jo- Ann Rossitto 

San Diego City College, CA 

When I decided to enter the field of nursing, I was 
extremely frightened and uncertain. I had no idea 
what nursing was all about. I still was struggling 
with ''What ain I going to be when I grow up?'' The only "given" 
in my life (at 18 years of age) was the intense desire to help 
people — to give of myself for the betterment of mankind. 

My journey began with the vocational nursing program in 
the San Diego Community College District, both at City College 
and Mesa College. The experience was to shape my destiny and 
give meaning to my existence in a career where another person's 
life rests in the palms of your hands, where an inaccurate decision 
may mean the difference between life and death. 

I remember the extreme dedication and patience of the instructors who guided me 
throuc^h an intense educational process — one to which only military inductees could relate! 
Some were friendly, others intimidating, but all were inspiring. 

I learned from them to pursue my dreams and believe in myself; to search beyond the 
obvious; to listen; and most of all, to respect and love the people to whose well-being I would 
dedicate myself. 

In 1970 1 passed the California State Voca tional Nurse licensing exam, then worked with 
the elderly in a convalescent hospital. Yearning for growth,! enrolled in the community college 
LVN-to-RN program, and in 1972 1 received the coveted title of registered nurse. Wow! I had 
made it ... I was a real nurse! 

I loved my first RN job at the Veterans Administration Medical Center, and decided to 
earn my bachelor's of science in nursing degree at the University of San Diego. I expanded my 
experience into other hospital departments, and also to home-care nursing. 

Yet I found another desire — to teach. In 1981 I earned a master of arts in nursing 
education at New York University. Returning to San Diego, I began teaching nursing at my old 
alma mater, San Diego City College. My new colleagues had once been my instructors! 

It was my ultimate desire: to be for my students what others had been for me, years 
earlier. In a few short years, I faced yet another decision. The director of the nursing program 
was retiring, and the position was open. Should I apply? 

Yes, I applied, and I was appointed associate 
dean and di rector of nursingeduca tion at City College. 
I had made it to the top of the professional ladder. 

I continue to campaign for student success and 
excellence in education. We must enable others to 
move from novice to practitioner in any chosen field. 
By my success, lama prime example of that philosophy. 
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Jo-Ann Ro$$itto graduated from San Diego 
City College in 1972 toith a degree in nurs- 
ing. She now lives in San Diego, CA, and 
is currently the associate dean and director 
of nursing education at San Diego City 
College, She earned a master of arts in 
nursing education at New York University 
in 1981 and returned to San Diego to teach 
nursing at her alma mater. It was her 
ultimate desire to be for her studentt. what 
others had been for her years earlier. 



HEALTH AND MEDICINE 



Aristeo Soto, Jr. 

Central Arizona College, AZ 



Coming from a rather large family (four brothers and six 
sisters), I found out early I had to work hard for what I 
got Being a farm laborer and the sole provider, my 
father had an extremely tough job providing for our family. It was 
because of this that many of us had to help out by working 
summers and after school throughout our school years. Working 
out in the cotton fields during an Arizona summer makes one 
appreciate the value of a good education. It was during my high 
school years that I knew I wanted to achieve something and better 
myself academically, but I had not really anticipated going on to 
college because my family just couldn't afford it. 

It was my scholastic and athletic abilities that enabled me to pursue a college education. 
Enrolling at Central Arizona College was a major step for this naive but determined farm boy. 
Being the first in my family to go to college made me that much more determined to succeed 
and make my parents proud. 

After completing one year of studies at Central Arizona College, I was still uncertain in 
which direction I was headed. I enlisted for four years in the U.S. Air Force and then resumed 
my studies at CAC. I had always been concerned about my own health, but it wasn't until I 
enrolled in a human anatomy and physiology class that I realized I wanted to help others 
achieve and maintain optimum health. The workings of the human body in chiropractic 
fascinated me, and I believe it was this one class that motivated me to pursue a career. 

After completing my studies at Central Arizona College, I continued at Arizona State 
University where I graduated in 1978 with a BS in physical education. I graduated from Palmer 
College of Chiropractic in 1986. 

I have found great joy in helping others through chiropractic. 
Central Arizona College . . . thank you for theguidance and encouragement given to me 
even after my studies ended at your college. 



Aristeo H. Soto, Jr. graduated from Central 
Arizona College and currently resides in 
Casa Grande, AZ, where he is a chiropractic 
physician. It was his studies at CAC that 
motivated him to pursue a career in this 
field. After completing his studies at CAC, 
he continued at Arizona State University 
and then later graduated from Palmer Col- 
lege of Chiropractic in 1 986. Asa chiroprac- 
tor, hehelpspeople in his community Uvea 
pain-freelifeusingnaturalhealingmethods. 




PROKLES IN SUCCESS 



Rosemary T. Stewart 

Delaware County Community College, PA 

After high school, I had limited finances as well as do ubts 
about my ability to meet the challenge of a four-year 
inbtitution. I decided to apply to Delaware County 
Community College, where I could find out if I had the ability to 
develop the discipline to study and to clarify my personal career 
goals. The counselors at the college were instrumental in procur- 
ing financial aid, which enabled me to concentrate on my studies. 
As a work-study student, I gained my first experience in library 
research, which was to become a valuable asset in future endeav- 
ors. 

The following year I took a work-study position in the 
science laboratory. This was to be a turning point in my choice of career. While preparing the 
laboratory assignments I discovered a proficiency and interest in health science studies. At this 
time I decided to pursue a career in a health care laboratory. I reinforced my interest in 
coursework in anatomy and physiology and chemistry. I applied and was accepted into the 
School of Histo technology at the 1 ^pital of the University of Pennsylvania. I also continued 
my formal education at Neumann C 'ege, where I received a bachelor of science in 1981. 1 have 
subsequently been promoted to research assistant in the Pigmented Lesion Group of the 
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania. 

Because of my interest in my chosen area of research (skin cancer) and my desire to 
increase public awareness about this dreaded disease, I decided to pursue a master's degree 
in health care education. I graduated second in my dass from Saint Joseph' s Uni versi ty in May 
1989, and I am now enrolled in a post-master's training and development program. 

Delaware County Community College provided me with the opportunity to test the 
demands of higher education. I discovered the value of discipline and perseverance. The self- 
confidence and sense of responsibility earned in the science department provided the founda- 
tion for my career developmentand will always be valued. The comradeship I enjoyed during 
my participation in the community chorus con certs with my peers will be remembered forever. 

The task that is presented to the faculty of the community college is challenging: to 
provide a first-rate formal education to students and a source of practical knowledge for the 
community. If my own experience is a reflection of their performance, they deserve life-long 
thanks for a job well done. 

Rosemary T. Stetvart graduated from Dela- 
ware County Communiti/ College in 2975 
with an associate 's degree in science. She is 
now living in Upper Darby, PA, and works 
as a research assistant in skin cancer in the 
Pigmented Lesion Group of the Hospital of 
the University of Pennsylvania. Becauseof 
her special concern forpreventingskincan- 
cer, she gives talks and takes part in educa- 
iioml programs to dissemitiate her knowl- 
edge on the topic. 
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HEALTH AND MEDICINE 



Katheryn Tahim 

Front Range Community College, CO 




I had wanted to be a nurse for as long as I could remember. 
When I was in high school, I tried fo get one of the scholar- 
ships that were available to students, but I was not able to 
get one. I finally enrolled in a hospital program for practical nurse 
training. I graduated and took the state boards and went to work 
as a practical nurse. My dream had always been to come to 
Colorado and to be an RN. In 1960 1 came to Colorado with my five 
children and went to work as an LPN. I still had not realized my 
dream of becoming an RN. I enrolled in a diploma school of 
nursing, and before the first year was over I became pregnant with 
my sixth child. I was toldby the director thati needed to stay home 
and take care of my child. Since I had only missed one week of class, I felt that this was an unfair 
assumption. 

I continued, however, to take classes at the University of Colorado at Denver. The 
nursing class was a five-year course. I had applied, but had not been accepted, when Front 
Range Community College opened. I received some information about the college and 
decided to look into it. I was very excited when I learned that they had a two-year nursing 
program. I applied for entrance, and the most exciting day of my life was the day I received 
the letter of acceptance. 

The first class I took during the summer was chemistry. The instructor was interesting 
and very interested in the students. I was hooked when I made an "A" in both semesters. I 
knew I could make the grade. All I had to do was study. There was a class to teach students 
how to study and how to take tests. After that, I took off running and never looked back. My 
family was as excitc-d as I at graduation in May 1972. Front Range Community College will 
always be my college roots. It was where I got my start. It was geared for studen ts with families 
as well as the traditional college student. 

I went on to transfer my credits to a four-year college and finished my BSN in 1974. 1 
started to work at the University of Colorado Dialysis Unit as head nurse. I realized that I 
needed more educational tools tobe good atmy job. I applied tograduate school, was accepted, 
and graduated in two years with a master's of science in nursing in 1978. Front Range 

Community College is the reason that I am where I am 
today. I thank God that it was there when I needed it. 



H. Katheryn Tatum graduated from Front 
Range Community College inl972 withan 
associate's degree in nursing. She now 
lives in Aurorat CO, and is the unit ad- 
minbtrator of the Adult Acute Dialysis 
Unit at the University Hospital in Denver. 
In her community, she coordinates health 
fairs, conducts in-service training for pub- 
lic schook and health care agencies, speaks 
to nursing students on career mobility, and 
tutors students in problem-solving tech- 
niques. Additionally, she works on projects 
topromoteliteracyand help battered ivomen. 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



Paul D. Taylor 

Garden City Community College, KS 

The world was simple and clear cut in 1955. I did not 
make plans for life after high school. In fact, I retreated 
into a sort of fantasyland where working was for the 
sole purpose of .maintaining a "cherry'' 1940 Ford, dragging main 
street, and cruising for chicks. Life was great. 

The week before Labor Day, my worl i began to come apart. 
My girfriend would soon go away to college and my buddies were 
preparing for the same. My employment was ending and my 
fa ther was on my case for a perceived lack of motivation, direction, 
and a sense of the need to do something worthy with m)^ life. I 
listened, sulked, and wallowed in self-pity. Emotional goodbyes 
were followed by the strange urge to give college a try. After all, I didn't have anything else 
to do, and the college was just six blocks away. 

The community college became the focus of my life. I even began to hit the books. I was 
not viewed as a brain in high school, but this was differen'- I began a love affair with my 
subjects and my instructors. I honestly passed courses, locked forward to the next semester, 
and completely emerged from the pit of perceived societal oppression, discrimination, 
minority expectatioas, and limited opportunites. 

After graduation, I attended the University of Kansas for one year. I did not return the 
next fall and did not graduate. Instead, I took a bride and moved to Colorado. I found 
employment on a newly constructed research team. Our goal was to perform organ trans- 
plants in humans. Thiswasa brand-new field. My contribution, supportedby my community 
college education, acquired work ethic, and the input of others, culminated in our team 
performing the world's first human liver transplant in March 1963. These pioneering 
transplant procedures are now applied for the benefit of mankind throughout the world. 

My professional successes include my inclusion in national registries such as Wlio's Wfio 
Among Black Americansi publication in medical journals, books, and magazines; many televi- 
sion and radio appearances; and world travels for lectures, consultations, and the initiation of 
new transplant programs. 

When my last child graduated from college and 
started law school, I finally understood that regardless 
of the changes that have occurred in society during my 
generation, the interest and drive that I found during 
my community college education motivated me to 
motivate my children. ..and that's good for America. 

The fire that started burning in my gut that year 
still burns today. I learned something about slow 
starters, love and gentleness, respect for constituted 
authority, and the increasing, important role of the 
community college in the educational goals of America. 




Paul D. Taylor graduated from Garden 
Cihj Community College in 1957 with a 
degree in education and now lives in 
Pittsburgh, PA, He is senior instructor in 
surgery at the University of Pittsburgh and 
has become the world's senior transplant 
coordinator. Author of a manual on the 
procurement and preservation of cadaver 
organs for human transplantation, heis the 
template from which theworld's transplant 
coordinato rs havebeen struck. Professional 
successes include publications in medical 
journals, many television and radio appear- 
ances, and world travel for lectures and 
consultation. 
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HEALTH AND MEDICINE 



Mary Anne Vaughn 

Southwest Missouri State University-West Plains Campus, MO 

Several years after graduation from high school, after 
years of drifting through the job market (as a cook and 
waitress, sewing garments and shoes, even hauling cord 
wood) I decided something had to change. 

Economic obstacles stopped me from attending college 
right out of high school. I had no skills or professional abilities to 
help me overcome being chronically unemployed and underem- 
ployed. Education was the only way for me to get ahead. 

In 19791 moved to St. Louis, attended one year of vocational 
training, and became a licensed practical nurse. As soon as I began 
working, I realized nursing was for me. After a year or so I decided 
I should be an RN. I was learning rapidly from my nursmg experiences and quickly outgrow- 
ing my title and the professional restrictions of my LPN. 

Southwest Missouri State University-West Plains was at that time beginning its asso- 
ciate degree nursing program. In 1983 1 began taking chemistry, microbiology, and English, 
chipping away at degree requirements, waiting anxiously to be admitted to one of the first few 
nursing classes. When that day finally came, I knew I was opening many doors and closing 
some behind me forever. 

I graduated in 1986 with an associate's degree in nursing and subsequently was 
employed by Ozark Medical Center in West Plains. Today, I am head nurse of the dialysis 
department at the hospital. 

The moral of my story is that education is a process; it's done step by step. Vocational 
training and associate degree programs, together with life experience, can be important 
components of that process. As the process of education continues, the door is always open to 
new challenges. SMSU-West Plains and the education I received there provided my door of 
opportunity. 




Mary Anne Vaitghn graduated from 
Southwest MissoimStateUniversity's two- 
year campus at West Plains in 1986 with an 
associa te 's degree in nursing. She now lives 
in West Plains, MO, and is a head nurse in 
the Dialysis Clinic at West Plains Ozark 
Medical Center. She has become a key 
employee in the hospitals dialysis clinic 
ana is especially appreciated by the large 
number of elderly patients who rely on the 
health care facilities in West Plains for 
medical needs. 



PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



Gail Winfrey Winston 

DeKalb College, GA 
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y the time I applied to DeKalb College (formerly DeKalb 
Community College), I had been out of high school for 
four years and had attended three different oDlleges. 
My parents jokingly accused me of collecting college IDs; I just had 
no idea what I wanted academically or where I was headed 
concerning a career. College simply represented my ticket to 
experience life — to be independent, to set my own limits, to create 
my own lifestyle, and, most of all, to have a good time. I took 
courses that sounded fun and studied just enough to get by. 

Then, thanks to a minor personal crisis, I awoke to the fact 
that the generous financial pipeline to my parents was not a 
permanent fixture. I might have felt independent, but as long as I was being financially 
supported it was a false freedom. With an incredible array of emotions rangmg from 
nonchalance to anxiety, I applied to and was accepted into the nursing program at DeKalb. The 
nonchalant side of me said I could quit the program any time it became "un-f un;'' the anxious 
side of me worried about actually making a year-long, goal-oriented commitment. My last 
declared major had been Eastern religions; did I even want to be nurse, anyway? 

Those two short years provided the most dramatic turning point in my life. It remained 
important for life to be fun and exciting, but there was now also room for seriousness, 
discipline, and academic achievement. It became my choice to study and to succeed, and the 
acquisition of knowledge and skills provided a new-found, intense satisfaction. My instruc- 
tors were committed, vibrant role models who instilled in me a respect for academia in general 
and nursing in particular that I had not previously experienced. 

When I graduated from DeKalb, I knew this was not the end of school for me. After 
workingfor d year as an emergency department nurse, I entered a BSN program. After another 
few years of emergency nursing I entered a graduate program in nursing and eamed a master's 
degree in adult health nursing. The success I experienced in the latter two programs was a 
direct result of the quality of education I received at DeKalb. The success I have experienced 
in my profession reflects the high standards, commitment, and caring of DeKalb's instructors. 

Whatbeganasa quest for financial independence turned into a love affair with learning. 
My worries about nursing being "un-fun" evolved into a commitment to a profession thathas 
consistently offered me continuing growth and satis- 
faction. All thisbecauseof DeKalb College.My heartfelt 



thanks. 



Gail Viinfrey Winston graduated from 
DeKalbCollege in 1976 with an associate's 
degree in nursing. She noivlives in Decatur, 
CA, and works as a coordinator of lifestyle 
andhealth education. Shewasanemcrgency 
department nurse for 30 years. In her 
current position she develops, writes, and 
teaches wellnessprograms including stress 
management, smoking cessation, PMS 
education, comprehensive first aid, women 
in transition, and AIDS education. 
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SOCIAL SERVICES 



Wilbur T. Aldridge 

Rockland Community College, NY 

When I had completed my high school education in 
North Carolina, it was my famil/s desire that I 
attend college. So I did. Without giving it much 
thought, I enrolled in a large university. Immediately, there was a 
sense of estrangement. I felt like a number among many numbers. 
For the first time, I was with strangers, all of whom were vying for 
positions and friends. I felt alone and pressured and left the 
university after one year. 

The fact that I left college meant I had to have a job. 
Opportunities were scarce in North Carolina, so T left and found 
employment at a residential facility for the developmentally dis- 
abled in Rockland County, New York. It was not long before it became apparent that my career 
choices were extremely limited without a college degree, and advancement was virtually non- 
existent. It was then that I decided I must return to college. Fear of failiire almost undermined 
my decision, but the desire to advance was much greater. I knew I had to take the risk, and I 
chose Rockland Community College. Like most students, I had to tackle a battery of placement 
tests. One of the tests indicated my interest in people, so I was guided into majoring in human 
services. The Human Services Department at Rockland Community College consisted of about 
100 students and six professors. This time, I was not number but a real person interacting with 
other people, including the faculty. The individual attention from faculty and counselors was 
tremendous. Their obvious belief in my ability to achieve provided me with the confidence to 
believe in myself. 

It was this belief in myself that enabled me to complete my associate degree require- 
ments and immediately enter a four-year university. The end result was my completion of the 
requirements for a bachelor's degree in social work. 

I owe Rockland Community College a great deal for instilling in me self-discipline and 
for providing me wi th a positive self-image, thereby giving me the ability to continue my self- 
development. These are the tools I proudly acquired through the encouragement, individual 
space and respect, and the nurturing afforded me by the professional staff at the coUege. 

Mycollegeexperiencealsoprovidedmewithasenseof "don't forget home," abelief that 

one must continue to serve the college and the com- 
munity at large. I have tried to live by this philosophy. 
In doing so, I became involved with community orga- 
nizations including theRockland Community College 
Alumni Association, of which I am proud to serve as 
president. 

From a "go nowhere" job, my education has 
enabled me to advance to the position of executive 
assistant to the director of Letch worth Developmental 
Disabilities Office for the Developmentally Disabled. 
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Wilbur r. Aldridge graduated from 
Rockland Commimily CoUegeml971 with 
a degree in human services. He resides in 
Garnerville, NY, where he serves ascxecu- 
tiveassistant to thedirector ofLetchworth 
Developmental Disabilities Office for the 
Developmentally Disabled. He has made 
substantial contributions to the lives of 
developmentally disabledpersons and those 
who care for them. He serves on the boards 
of directors of such community service or- 
ganizations as the Rockland County Girl 
Scouts and the Thiells Child Care Center. 



PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Mary Bryant 

Tulsa Junior College, OK 

Today is someday! That stark realization drove me, a 
woman then well past 55, to enroll in English Compo- 
sition I and American Literature I at Tulsa Junior Col- 
lege in 1984. 1 told friends that I wanted to see if I could still study. 
I hadn't mentioned the tiny flame of desire for a college degree that 
I secretly nurtured . I remembered the notes several English teach- 
ers had written many years before, rx, ggesting that I develop my 
writirig skills. On the day I enrolled iit 1984, 1 knew that today was 
someday. 

I can only describe the emotion I felt as I entered that first 
classroom as cold, icy fear. Almost 40 years had elapsed since my 
last classroom experience. By the time class ended, I was caught up in the lecture, the questions 
and comments of other students, and my own interest in the subject. I felt the flame of my long 
latent desire burn brighter. 

To my surprise, my professors and fellow students did not treat me as an oddity. Before 
the semester had ended, theseunderstandinginstructors, who havesincebecomemy mentors, 
helped me select courses for the following semester. Each new course opened new vistas and 
stimulated new interests. I felt a growing sense of ?xcomplishment and self-confidence. 

Whenever the old fear returned, and it did, i sought out my mentors for understanding 
and encouragement. We began todiscuss an associate degree in English, which I was awarded 
in 1987. 1 expect to complete my BA in English from Northeastern State University in 1990. 

When I have my degree, I plan to teach English or creative v\Titing on a part-time or 
volunteer basis. I am presently involved in the GED literacy program at the Tulsa Public 
Library. One day a week I work as an English teacher's aide in that program at the county jail. 
Because of the skills I began to develop at TJC in 1984, 1 am confident that I can make a 
significant contribution to my community. lean make a difference. 

Tulsa Junior College is a community treasure. It is a beacon to people from all walks of 
life. It offers to graduating high school seniors a firm foundation for continuing their education 
in a university or earning an associate degree in a variety of two-year programs. There are fine 
facilities for the handicapped and evening classes and short courses for those employed full- 
time. Best of all is the warm welcome extended to returning studen tsof all ages. To all who have 
said, "Someday I would like to continue my education," today is someday. 

Mary Bryant graduated fromTulsa Junior 
College in 1987 with a degree in English. 
Her home i$ Tulsa, OK. Her community 
service activities include acting as a lit- 
eracy volunteer at theTulsa Public Library 
and in the county jail A creative writer, 
she has dedicated herself to teaching En- 
glish and creative writing on a part-time or 
volunteer basisonceshe earns thebachelo/s 
degree that she is now pursuing, 
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SOCIAL SERVICES 



Manuel Chavallo 

Columbia Basin College, WA 

I graduated from Kennewick High School in 1978 with a 
poor grade point average. During my senior year in high 
school I had still not applied to college and did not have 
any strong desire to do so. Even though my "C-" average in high 
school was somewhat weak, it was a great achievement for me 
because I was the fifth child of nine and I was the first in my family 
to earn a high school diplcma. Many times I would miss school in 
the springtime because I, along with my brothers and sisters, 
would have to cut asparagus to make money. My mother was a 
single parent who spoke only Spanish and raised all the children. 

Despiteall this, in the fall after graduating from high school 
lenroUed at Columbia Basin College and decided that I needed to broaden my opportunities. 
I had a very difficult time with my studies, and at that point I realized that I had not prepared 
myself for higher education. I made the decision to leave school. I was accepted into the local 
plumbers' and steamfitters' apprenticeship program and worked for the next four years in the 
nuclear industry as a construction worker. My experiences in construction were very reward- 
ing; however, my wifo, Hilda, who wanted very much to attend college, convinced me that I 
should seek employment in the local job market while she attended school. She enrolled at 
Eastern Washington University in the fall of 1984 after completing her associate degree from 
Columbia Basin College. 

Six weeks before college started, I made a very difficult decision to attempt college for 
the second time. Upon my acceptance and enrollment at Eastern Washington University, I 
enrolled in theuniversity'sstudentsupport services programandimmediately began working 
on improving my academic weaknesses. After gaining confidence in my abilities, I graduated 
from Eastern Washington University in the spring of 1986 with a degree in economics and a 
minor in labor studies. During the summer of 1985, 1 attended six classes at Columbia Basin 
College in order to r2ceive my associate degree. I then transferred my AA degree to Eastern 
Washington University, which helped tremendously in reducing the number of courses 
needed to graduate with a bachelor's degree. I was on a very tight time schedule to graduate 
from college because I, like a great number of other m-'-.ority students, wanted very much to 
return and be near my family. 

After taking a chance and returning to college, one of my most important accomplish- 
ments was developing leadership skills. During my 
senior year, I was elected president of Eastern Wash- 
ington University's Hispanic Student Organization. 
Today, I take time from my busy schedule to speak to 
high school students in my community about the 
importance of higher education. I strongly encourage 
them to attend Columbia Basin College. 
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Manuel Chavallo graduated from Colurn- 
bia Basin College in 1985 with an associate 
degree in general studies. He now lives in 
Kennewick, W/l, wherehc directs thecit^s 
Upward Bound program. He frequently 
addresses high school student audiences on 
the value of higher education. He is a 
member of the Hispanic Professioml As- 
sociation and received a national TRIO 
Achiever Award in 1989. 
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Monda H. DeWeese 

Hocking Technical College, OH 
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Although my position as the manager of a photography 
studio and camera shop afforded me the opportu- 
nity to communicate with the public, I felt the need 
to do so on a more powerful level. Like many o thers who decide on 
a Cc^reer change, I was not willing to make the commitment to a 
four-year degree program. I went to Hocking Technical College to 
look into the counseling curriculum offered there. The corrections 
technology section contained the majority of the "helping profes- 
sion'' topics, though I was convinced I would never utilize the 
criminal justice courses in the workplace. 

How wrong I was! During my first quarter, winter 1982, 1 
was fascinated by the corrections field. Though my grandfather was a psychologist at a state 
juvenile detention facility and my father has wc kedat the Ohio Department of Youth Services 
fur over 30 years, the idea of a career in criminal justice never seemed the path for me. The true 
impact of technical education on my career came from the quality of advising and instruction 
that I received. The "war stories," as our instructors used to call them, were real-life experiences 
that they would weave into our class discussion and could not be found in any textbook. The 
opportunity to tap into that type of knowledge is rare, and one that I treasure. 

I enjoyed being active in many aspects of coK ^ge life at Hocking Technical College. I was 
a student senate delegate and participated in Alpha Phi Sigma, the national criminal justice 
honor society. Remaining on the Alumni Advisory Board keeps me updated on the college's 
activities and growth. 

Cmce beginning my criminal justice education at Hocking Technical College, I have 
cuulinued taking courses there ever since. I earned a bachelor of criminal justice degree in 1986 
and finished my master's in political science/public administration just this month. In my 
position as the executive director of a 42-bed, adult-male, community-based correctional 
facility, I most often draw upon the educational foundation that I received during my associate 
degree program in corrections at Hocking Technical College. 

It gives me great pleasure to be able to teach a few evening courses to the corrections 
technology students at I locking Technical College. I am now able to share vuth them my "war 
stories" of work lif e in the field of corrections. Every now and then, I notice the raised eyebrow, 
the quizzical look, and the sparkle in the eye of a student who has made "the connection," and 
I smile. Now, in a small way, I am helping repay 
I locking Technical College for the quality education I 
received. 



Monrfrt H. DeWeese graduated from Hock- 
ing Technical College in 1983 with a degree 
incorrecHons, Now a resident of The Plains, 
OH, she serves as executive director of a 42- 
bed community-based correctioruil facility 
called Septa Center. In addition to contrib- 
uting to correctioml affairs at the local and 
state levels, she frequently teaches evening 
classesincorrectionstechnologytostudents 
at her alma rrtater. 
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SOCIAL SERVICES 



James Gardner 

Columbia State Community C * * , TN 




1 cannot recall a time when attending college was not in my 
plans. Many times I heard my father say to my brothers and 
me, ''Boys, I want you to have the opportunity for an 
education that I didn' t have/' During my high school years, I was 
encouraged by my teachers and my principal to attend college. At 
the time, however, the question for me was not 'Would I attend 
college," but rather, "How?" Because I was the oldest of five 
children in a family that did not have the financial resources to 
send a child to college, the "how" was a very big question for me. 

However, in 1966 the first of Tennessee's community col- 
leges began operation— Columbia State Community College. After 
my high school graduation in thespringof 1967, 1 entered CSCC. Through scholarships, a small 
loan, and being able to live at home while attending college, the ques tion of how I was to attend 
college was answered, at least for the first two years. 

For many of my fellow students, CSCC was similar in size to the high schools they had 
attended. For me, CSCC was a good transition between a small high school and the University 
of Tenne-'see, which I would later attend to study pharmacy. And as I reflect on my experience 
asacollegestudent,andlaterasaseminarystudent,I realize thatlhadsome of the best teachers 
in my entire college experience at CSCC The chemistry and physics that I had not understood 
well in high school came alive for me at CSCC. And I had not realized that biology could be 
interesting until I had botany and zoology at CSCC. I thoroughly enjoyed the political science 
and history courses that I took as electives. The teachers I had at CSCC w^ere very good at what 
they did; teaching. 

After 10 years of practicing pharmacy in an independent pharmacy, the calling to 
become a minister in the United Methodist Church took me back to academic pursuits. I 
entered Vanderbilt University Divinity School in the spring of 1983. Again I found that CSCC 
had prepared me well for that endeavor. Despite my resistance at the time, all those papers I 
had written in the English composition and literature courses at CSCC helped me to develop 
the skills necessary to do the work required in a master's degree program in theological 
education. I graduated from Vanderbilt University with a master's of divinity degree. 

I feel very fortunate to ha V3 been able to enjoy the rewards and share the responsibilities, 
of two professions. I believeboth have contributed something to the good of others. For a poor 

farm boy tobc ^ble to see someof his dreams come true 
is indeed a blessing for which I am grateful. CSCC will 
always have a place in my heart because it started me 
down the road toward the fulfillment of some ot these 
dreams. 



T/ic Reverend James Gardner graduated 
from Columbia State Commufiitx/ College 
in 1969 with a degree in prefyhannacy and 
now lives iti Columbia, TN. The minister of 
St. Luke's and BigbyviUv United Methodist 
churches, he is a leader of United Givers' 
Fund for ministers and the Tennessee 
Pharmacy Arsociation, as well as ptoidcnt 
of the Maury County Ministerial Associa- 
tion, 
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Marie Keegin 

Frederick Community College, MD 

Nine years after I graduated from high scnool, I was 
feeling unfocused. I was primarily an at-home mom 
but worked weekends as a hospital clerk. Although 
I had a vague desire to continue my education, many personal 
obstacles deterred me. My husband accused me of creating these 
barriers for myself because of my unsuccessful high school expe- 
rience and my years away from the academic environment. He 
challenged me either to register at Frederick Community College 
or stop complaining. The anger from this accurate summary 
pushed me to register. Through tears and fears on that trip to 
register at FCC, I wondered about many things: what I would 
encounter at FCC; whether I could succeed as a student; whether I would have a rewarding 
career someday; and how I could balance all these unknowns with my family responsibili ties. 

When I arrived at FCC, the friendly person in the admissions office was a sharp contrast 
to the horror stories I had heard about re^ ration at the big universities. This warm, 
encouraging atmosphere was also prevalent in my classes. The professor affirmed my efforts, 
discretely noted my deficiencies, and suggested readings or remediation. I credit the teachers 
at FCC with motivating and preparing me for further education and my career. Once I 
graduated, I was able to handle my coursework at the bachelor's and master's levels as well 
as my job responsibilities. Because of the nature of my job in employment and training, and 
FCC's ability to tailor its programs to meet the community's needs, my association with FCC 
continues. 

As thedirectorof the Job Training Agency in Frederick County, I have the opportunity 
to encourage many frightened women to overcome their obstacles and fears and to register at 
FCC. I know that once they experience FCC, they will begin to visualize their own success as 
I did. 

Balancing school, work, and home remains a challenge. Although I am no longer 
primarily an at-home mom, my children remain my number-one priority. I was elated when 
my son decided to attend FCC. He was young, an average high school student, and a late 
bloomer. But I know FCC can do for him what it did for me. 

I will always be grateful for the education and focus that I received at FCC. FCC 
continues to make an essential contribution to the 
development of our community and the education of 
its citizens. As the future life stories of my son and Job 
Training Agency students at FCC are told, FCC will 
undoub tedly have played an important role in each of 
their lives as it has in mine. 



I3j 




Marie Keegin graduated from Frederick 
Community College in 1980 with a degree 
in business administration. She now lives 
in Frederick, MD, and serves as director of 
the FrederickCountyJobTraining Agency. 
Throughherworkatthisagency,sheisalso 
able to encourage numerous men and 
vjomen, many of whom are uncertain oj 
their own talents and abilities, to take 
positive steps toward fulfilling their poten- 
tial 
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Rose Mary Lucci Kirwin 
Aquinas Junior College at Milton, MA 



My blue-collar family expected me to become their 
first graduate of a four-year college. This would be 
for them a dream come true and a sign of their 
success in the "new" world. While I was in high school, my father, 
a machinist, was involved in long and costly strikes. During my 
senior year, he told me that he couldn't pay for my college 
education unless he took a second mortgage on our home. I 
couldn't allow this, because our home was all we had. So, I put 
asidemy dreams andapplied to Aquinas Junior College, explaining 

my financial predicament. The college allowed me to enter school ^^^^^m^H '"'^ 
and repay my obligations when I graduated. ■BBBHHHtU 

As September approached, I dreaded entering school— no longer was I going to 
"discover a vaccine to cure the ills of the world," but I was going to learn to be a secretary! This 
attitude dissipated almost as soon as I arrived. I discovered Aquinas wasn't made up of 
students who had just taken the "business (easy) track" in high school, but those like myself 
who had been in college preparatory. This wasn't the "breeze" I had expected. But each time 
I faltered, someone was there encouraging me. 

I realize now that Aquinas prepared me both for employment and for life in general. An 
old adage says: "If you give a man a fish, he is able to eat today, but if you TEACH him to fish, 
he will feed himself forever." This describes what Aquinas did for me. 

Upon graduation, I was able to support myself, help my family, repay my school 
obligations, and obtain progressively more responsible positions. I am not afraid of learning 
newmachinos or systems, and my "old" skills willnevergo outofstyle. Iwasnot afraid to help 
found a shelter for battered women, and I had enough faith in myself to move on to another 
challenge when my task was complete. 

Today, as director of public relations and development in a non-profit agency, I use the 
skills I learned at Aquinas daily to raise funds for the disabled. At Aquinas, I was encouraged 
to excel and to develop my potential. I surpassed my own expectations. I believe now that if 
I had entered a four-year college from high school, I would have always been an average 
student. Aquinas helped me to mature and grow. I developed a thirst for learning, which I 
finally realized years later, graduating summa cum laude from a four-year college. 

I believe that my Aquinas degree is invaluable. Aquinas gave me the tools for a 
meaningful and rewarding life— the understanding, joy, and fulfillment of a job well done. 

Rose Mary Lucci Kirwin graduated from 
Aquims Junior College at Milton in 
with an AS degree in secretarial science. 
Today she lives in Brai; lree,MA,wheres}w 
serves as director of development and public 
relatio ns for Center House, Inc. This facility 
is dedicated to improving the lives of emo- 
tionally disabled and mentally retarded 
adults. 
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Bertha E. Lawrence 

Berkshire Comnmnity College, MA 
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ike many mothers, I began to look at my life after my 
children graduated from high school and to wonder 
what I could do to fill the void they had left. I was 
involved in volunteer work at a hospital, where I was director of 
the volunteer program. I was able to transfer this experience to 
paid employment in thesocial services field, but I soon realized my 
need for additional training. 

When you' ve been out of school for more than 20 years, the 
idea of returning to the classroom can be frightening. The thought 
of being in a classroom with students younger than my own 
children left me in a state of panic. But I knew that if I wanted to 
continue in my chosen field, I would either have to overcome my fears and enroll in college, 
or be content to remain in an entry-level position. 

I met with the director of admissions at Berkshire Community College; with his help 
and encouragement I enrolled in the human services program. It proved tc be a most 
interesting two years. The professors were very supportive and encouraging, and the students 
seemed most eager to share their interests. They made me aware that I possessed knowledge 
that was useful to them. 

After graduation from BCC, I was encouraged to enroll in the Antioch master's degree 
program for nontraditional students. After I received this degree I began a job search. Again 
my community college was there for me: the college personnel director arranged several job 
interviews for me, which provided opportunities for role playing and constructive criticism. 
These experiences gave me the confidence I needed for the job interview for the positionlhave 
today, as Home Care Program manager at Elder Services of Berkshire County. Another goal 
was achieved thanks to the care and concern of the members of the college community. 

My thanks to the many role models and friends at Berkshire Community College who 
saw my potential and who extended themselves beyond the call of duty to give me the support 
and confidence to achieve my goals. 



Bertha E. Lawrence graduated from Berk- 
shire Community College in 1980 with a 
degree in human services, A resident of 
Pittsfield, MA, she manages a home care 
program that serves the elderly, juvenile 
offenders, and high school drop-outs. As a 
result of her concerned counseling, many 
young people have completed higlt school 
and gone on to lead productive lives. 
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Dan Minahan 
Tarrant County Junior College, TX 




When I started at Tarrant County Junior College in 
the fall of 1973, 1 had decided on a career in jour- 
nalism. I wanted to get n\y feet wet, so to speak, in 
a smaller college close to home and learn theins and outs of life on 
a college campu s. TCJC gave me a chance to do that. It also gave me 
a chance to see that my first choice of journalism was not what I 
wan ted to do with my life. 

I therefor e changed my major to in terpreting for the deaf, as 
I myself have a physical disability. I felt that because of this 
disabili^y I could understand in a small way some of the problems 
the deaf population has. 

As I took classes toward my goal, I found that I wanted more than to just interpret for 
the deaf. I wanted to help them in all skills they and other disabled people needed to know to 
live. That led me to change my major once more to liberal arts. In that way, I could go to a four- 
year college and obtain my bachelor's degree in rehabilitation. Only in getting this degree 
could I help my fellow disabled persons as I wished to do. 

If it had not been for my years at Tarrant County Junior College, I might not have gone 

intoafieldthathasgivenmesomuchenjoyment.Therewasnootherplace,atthat time, around 
the area that offered a degree in sign language— so I might never have found my place in life 
if it had not been for Tarrant County Junior College. 



Dan Minahan graduated from Tarrant 
Comfy Junior College in 1981 with a de- 
gree in education. He now lives in Ar- 
lington, TX, and works as a vocational 
evaluatorfor thehandicapped, Hisinvolve- 
mentwithand contributions tohandicapped 
individuals are reflected by numerous 
honors, including the University of North 
Texas Alumni Spirit Award, the C-CAD 
volunteer service award, and the George 
Hurt Scholarsliip from the Dallas Spina 
Bifida Association, 
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Alexandra Molina 
Norwalk Community College, CT 
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arrived in the United States in March 1978 to bring n\y 
terminally ill mother back to our native land, Colombia. 
What I did not know then was that I was to become a new 
immigrant first, and later a proud citizen. 

My mother's medical condition did not allow her to go back 
home, and I was to remain in the United States to take care of her. 
My hopes and dreams and my life would have to be put on hold for 
a while. Difficult months awaited mc In a new land. I had to cope 
with a new language, new culture, and a terrible illness that 
consumed my mother slowly and painfully. 

I had left behind my husband and son, family and friends, 
and school. My new concern was to work, and so I got a job. My family socn joined me in the 
United States. One day at work I came across a brochure from Norwalk Community College. 
As I looked it over, a feeling of hope and adventure came over me, although the thought of 
going to school at that point seemed almost insane. What if I tried, and what if they accepted 
me? I could...maybe. I thought about it day and night, and one day I called. They scheduled 
an appointment with a guidance counselor, my first of many. 

"Your English needs polishing," he said, and given the circumstances at home, he 
suggested that I should take only one course. He encouraged me to start, and so I did in the 
spring of 1979 with an English course. The support and guidance I received day after day 
allowed me to begin laying the foundation of my career. 

The faculty of Norwalk Community College guided me with a patient yet firm hand. 
They inspired me to study hard so I could be proud of my own work and want and need more 
education. They taught me to fly when I was ready; they gave me my wings with the notion 
that the sky is the limit in the pursuit of my dreams. 

With the encouragement of my adviser, I continued my education, received my 
baccalaureate in human services, and began to assist immigrants in family reunification and 
resettlement. After a few years, in 1988, 1 became a student once again, and once again it was 
with the encouragement of the faculty at NCC. This lime I was a proud graduate student 
enrolled in a master's of social work program. 

Today, I continue to receive advice and encouragement from the faculty at Norwalk 
Community College. They did not open doors for me; 
they taught me how to open them for myself. For that 
I will be etemally grateful. 

Thank you, Norwalk Community College. I 
could have not done it without you. 



Alexandra Molina graduated from Norwalk 
Community College in 1983 with a degree 
in hiiman$ervice$. Her home is in Stanford, 
CT, She serves as a family services case 
worker within the Connecticut Judicial 
Department's Family Division. As presi- 
dent of the Stanford Hispanic Task Force 
and member of several community task 
forces and boards, she has contributed 
substantially to the welfare of Iter commu- 
nity. 
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Mary M. Moran 

Metropolitan Technical Community College, NE 




Today, as a nontraditional graduate of Metropolitan 
Technical Community College, I reflect on my journey 
toward self-awareness, and how I was enhanced be- 
causeof thevarietyof golden opportunitiesavailableto me through 
myeducationalexperienceat Metropolitan. Fulfilling thebusiness 
management programrequirements allowedme to do three things 
to be successful in life: to face some losses; to gain desired new 
information; and to take some risks. My successful educational 
experience was a journey of self-revelation, self-affirmation, and 
self-actualization. 

I enrolled in Metro with a bc.chelor's degree and master's 
degree already under my belt. Unfortunately, I had never learned mathematics beyond an 
eighth-grade level nor been exposed to English composition. Humiliated to the core, I 
mourned so large a hole in my so-called education; two-thirds of the three R's were missing 
from my repertoire— a devastating self-realization! 

Although initially humiliated, I began with characteristic grim determination my 
journey mto the mysterious world of numbers at the developmental level. Simultaneously in 
English Composition I,Ilearned the theory and practical process of writing. I sweated through 
thesummersession,punchingthedaylightsoutofmycalculatorand creating aump led paper 
mountains. However, the semesters passed and so did I, garnering four "A's" in six math 
courses and producing "A" work in three writing courses. The challenging process increased 
my confidence and affirmed my belief in theGod-given ability to learn and to use information. 

Risking to succeed, I used all of my wonderful new information to venture into 
competitive academic events. Though not chosen, I first applied for recognition as Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Student of the Year. Then I wrote up (complete with five-year financial 
projections), submitted, and presented my business plan for statewide competition; the award 
was fourth place. Finally, carefully crafting my words to the 450-word limit, I applied for a 
national fellowship award. Those 450 words won the award, and I anticipated, enjoyed, and 
survived a rigorous 10-week internship this summer in Washington, D.C. 

These unanticipated self-actualizing events were the fruit, the evidence of successful 
living: of progress along thejourney of self-awareness. Today, as I look forward to an uncertain 
future, I also look backward to draw from my educational experience at Metropolitan 
— Technical Community College. I am strengthened 

knowing I can face some losses, I can gain some new 
information, and I can take some risks. Experience 
assures me that I have the tools for successful living, 
and for that I am grateful. 



Mary M. Moran graduated from Metro- 
politan Technical Community College in 
1989 with a degree in business manage- 
ment. A resident of Omaha, NE,shc serves 
as youth program director and executive 
director of the Action Committee for Social 
Change. Among her community service 
activities, she has worked with battered 
women and given speeches shelter, and 
transportation to these women. 
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Jose Muniz 
San Diego Mesa College, CA 
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s a young man growing up in San Diego during the 
1960s, I thought of higher education as a thing for the 
rich. I never knew what higher education meant, 
much less what college involved. Like so many of my friends 
during my senior year in high school, I was confused, scared, and 
felt empty about my life. 

I had no direction or goals. All Iknew was thati would soon 
be faced with a big decision — what to do withmy life. Much of this 
fear and confusion was due to lack of support from counselors and 
teachers to continue my education beyond high school. 

During the 1960s, people of color had few opportunities. It 
was a period of civil unrest and the Vietnam War. During this time, I spent three years in the 
army as a helicopter crew chief, and nearly two years of this was in Vietnam. Luckily, my early 
survival training, growing up in the barrio, aided me in getting through that time of my life. 

A year after my army discharge, and at the urging of my mother, I enrolled in Mesa 
College, located across town in a neighborhood very foreign to me. I was surprised that 
support, the key ingredient so lacking in my formative years, became evident my first day on 
campus. Information poured out of students and professors alike. From the first day, I was 
hooked on education and my new-found school and community. 

My two years at Mesa College proved to be the groundwork for my years spent in 
service to the community. The intellectualstimulation I received forced me to challenge myself 
for what lay ahead in human care services. 

Upon my graduation in 1972 with an AA in Chicano studies, I went to a state university, 
prepared to tackle its challenges with a deeper understanding of the meaning of higher 
education. For the first time, my goals were clear and I would breathe a little easier knowing 
that something positive was happening in my life. 

For me, education and community service go hand in hand; there is no separation. 
Armed with an A A, a BA, and 15 years of community service, I promised myself to never allow 
what happened to me to happen to others. Service and more service is the answer to breaking 
down the barriers of ignorance and poverty. Fortunately, I'm able to do this in my career, as 
well as in volunteer efforts. In my position with the GAIN program, I'm able to assist welfare 
recipients in getting job training and in finding employment. The countless volunteer oppor- 
tunities have allowed me to serve thousands of stu- 
dents and community members in an even greater 
way. 

I thank Mesa College for enabling me to help 
others in my personal and professional life. 



JoscMitniz graduated from San Diego Mesa 
College in 1972 with a degree in Chicano 
studies. He now lives in San Diego, where 
he is the employment program representa- 
tive to the CAIN program. This program 
assists welfare recipients with job training 
and employment counseling. The com- 
munity service organizations to which he 
has devoted volunteer time and leadership 
nwnber more than a dozen. 
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Michael P. Murphy 

Berkshire Community College, MA 




School work was never hard for me. W \at was hard was 
not knowing what came after school. 
After high school, I worked as a laborer. However, 
my fiancee. Sue, was insistent tha t i t was time for college. Wi th very 
limited finances and little knowledge about enrolling in college, I 
decided to try Berkshire Community College. 

While it was slow going at first, all I had to do was take 
advantage of what the community college offered. I always en- 
joyed working with people, so I chose to major in human services. 
With the support and guidance of two faculty members in the 
department, I soon took off. After two years, with my grades 
steadily rising, I was offered a position with a day care center where I had done a student 
internship. 

While working at the center, I completed another year at BCC during the evenings. I 
think the evening continuing education program cemented my positive college experience. 
The other students and I all had one thing in common: a desire to learn and grow. 

Through the positive reinforcement given me by everyone at Berkshire Community 
College,! was able to see my true value. I attained my potential. I worked at the day care center 
for 11 years, often as the only male in the city working with preschool children. I soon joined 
a statewide network of men in day care and helped forma local support network for other men 
in the field. 

In my present job as information and referral coordinator for a child care resource and 
referral program, I am often asked to p articipa te on statewide commi ttees and to help train new 
workers in my field. I'm well respected by other child care professionals. 

When I return to Berkshire Community College and speak to students about what I do, 
I explain that the community college is a stepping stone to many different levels, personally 
and professionally. I speak highly of my days— and nights— at BCC. I have a wonderful family, 
a very fulfilling job, and I owe much of where I am today to Berkshire Community College! 
Having an associate degree has taken mesurprisinglyfar.Somedaylhope togetotherdegrees! 
BCC has shown me that,atanyage,anythingis possible.Iamalways happy for theopportunity 
to give a little back to the community college that gave so much to me. 



Michael P. Murphy graduated from Berk- 
shire Community Collese in 1977 with a 
degree in humn services and now lives in 
Pittsfield, MA. He is an information and 
referral coordinator for a child ca re resource 
and referral program and participates on 
statewide committees to help train new 
workers in the field. 
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Gerald Pantaleo 

Catonsville Community College, MD 

My experience with Catonsville Community College 
began after high school graduation in 1966, when I 
began my freshman year, and continues today in 
my role as an adjunct instructor. Additionally, in my full-time 
position as a vocational rehabilitation counselor, I refer an increas- 
ing number of my clients to the community colleges because of the 
variety of programs available. I consider myself an advocate of the 
communi ty colle^,e concept and would like to share the reasons for 
my continued commitment. 

While in high school I wanted to attend college but was 
unawareof theoptions, responsibilities, and most importantly, the 
personal growthnecessary for the successful completion of college and the attainment of career 
goals. The concerned staff and small classes at Catonsville provided me with the non- 
threatening environment Ineeded to successfully determine my strengths and limitations with 
respect to a college education. As a result of the guidance I received at Catonsville from faculty 
and staff, I completed my associate's, bachelor's, and master's degrees. 

During thelast 10 years, I have taught atCatonsville and other area community colleges. 
I have seen that the benefits thecommuni ty college offers are truly a service to the community. 
Many students I have come to know at Catonsville have sought this school out toevaluate their 
academic abilities, just as I did, in a supportive environment. It is very satisfying to know that 
I have the opportunity to carry on the role of an encouraging faculty member at Catonsville. 

As a vocational rehabilitation counselor, I have frequent contact with personnel at 
Catonsville and other community colleges, usually regarding special needs or reasonable 
accommodations for a handicapped student In all instances the professionals at the commu- 
nity colleges treat the individual as if he or she were their only student. With this type of 
personal attention, motivated individuals can meet their educational objectives. 

Although I have a fulfilling career in counseling and teaching, I have often wondered 
where I would begin to investigate additional skills for my current positions or future 
endeavors. Without a doubt, 1 would first turn to my community college colleagues because — 
no matter what my age or circumstance — I want to learn in a supportive, non threatening 
surrounding. 



Gerald Pantaleo graduated from Catonsville 
Co77itnimit}/ College in 1969 with a degree 
in general studies, Now residing in An- 
mpolisMDfheworksasavocational reha- 
bilitation specialist for the Marybnd S^ate 
Department of Education and as an adjunct 
assistant professor of psychology at 
Catonsville Community College, He is a 
strong advocate for those physically chal- 
lenged by cerebral palsy, a condition with 
which he lives. 
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Linda M. Ruiz 

Austin Community College, TX 
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hen I was growing up I recall questioning, si- 
lently, actions taken by adults (teachers, parents, 
prominent community persons) that hurt my 
childhood life. Being Hispanic, monolingual, minority, and the 
child of laborers, I could not always express my questions for the 
fear of my family; I could never doubt the childrearing method nor 
the discipline. That led me to grow up a loner, low in self-esteem 
and insecure in relationships. I also developed a deep conviction 
as to how I was going to do things differently when I grew up. 

After high school I went to college and took 21 hours per 
semester at Howard Payne University, worked eight hours a day, 

and studied, period. In my sophomore year, the pressures of the family and old traditions led 
me mto marriage (not that I didn't want marriage, it was just that I wanted to finish school) 

After a failed marriage, I moved to Austin, TX, and began to work in a child care 
center.This allowed me to be a part of my children's lives. The director's job at the center 
allowed me flexibility. I soon realized I needed more training. In 1979 1 registered in the Austin 
Community College child development program. That is when my commitment from child- 
hood reappeared and conquered my life. 

I first encountered the head of the department in a program management class. She was 
not dressed as the p Dfessors of the '60s (or as I stereotyped a professor to be); instead, she came 
in very casually and looked like another student in the class. She helped me overcomeall of my 
inhibitions; I lost all my fears of being too old for school and not fitting in. 

I couldn't finish in two years asl wanted because it was no longer just me, but rather me 
and my three little girls, debts, and a full-time job. In the first year I had to take time out for my 
chi d who had dyslexia. I felt helpless, but the support that I received from the faculty in the 
child care program at ACC was and has been tremendous. In the 10 years it took to obtain my 
degree, there was never a moment when I could not pick up the phone, call the department 
head, and ask for advice. If she was not there, the persons on her staff treated my concerns with 
respect and addressed them with professional information. 

w^A ^}'^'^^^\ ^I'^f, working from six to five and going to parents' meetings at the 
children s school, Ihad little time to sit and plan a course schedule. I would call the head of the 
department, and she would tell me which courses to take. She got me through and I finished. 

All the courses opened doors for me to advocate for 
children's rights. I no longer am silent. I have input in 
the adult sector and want to make a difference for 
children. My commitment is to participate in the de- 
velopment of programs that will ensure children posi- 
tive self-esteem that will nurture the body, mind,and 

environment. Thank goodness forcommunity colleges 
tha t allow any person, regardless of who they are, the 
right to an education. 



Unia M. Kmz graduated from Austin 
Commitnily College in 19S9 with a degree 
in child development. She directs the El 
Buen Pastor Child Development Center in 
her hometown of Austin, TX. Recently 
appointed to the City of Austin Child Care 
Conmisrion, she also serves on the boards 
of several community agencies dedicated to 
provid ingchildren withpositiveself-estccm 
and a healthftd environment. 
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Connie Schilling 

Kaskaskia College, IL 

^B y the time I was 12 years old, I knew I wanted to be a 
hairdresser. So, while most of my high school friends 
were taking college prep classes, I was taking classes 
that would be beneficial toward my vocational goal. 
My life was falling into place just as I had hoped. I became 
a hairdresser, wife, and mother, all within three years of gradua- 
tion . After six years, I was no longer a wife, bu t a b usy single parent 
of two pre-school-aged sons. 

Even though I enjoyed my job, working in a small, sou them 
Illinois town as a hairdresser didn't pay very much. I had often 
thought about taking classes to get a better job, but I always had 
excuses for not going ahead with it. 

In March 1980, after a serious car accident, I wasn't thinking about moving up 
financially. My thoughts were focused on physically moving again. I had sustained a spinal 
cord injury, initially causing total paralysis. Despite a miraculous recovery during the next six 
months, I could not return to my job, so I became a client of the Department of Rehabilitation 
Services. The firs t question I was asked was, "What do you want to do now?'' Well, my answer 
was to work, but what could I do? Since a physical job was out, I decided I had to use my head, 
which meant college. 

Two days after being discharged, I started classes at Kaskaskia College. At my guidance 
counselor's suggestion, I took only two classes the first semester — human values and attitudes, 
and speech. Both of the instructors for those classes helped me to realize my self-worth, to 
regain my self-confidence, and to not be afraid to talk about my life experiences. 

After that wonderful first semester, I was on my way. But not without a lot of help from 
caring instructors who knew that I was the nontraditional student three times over who 
needed a little extra guidance, encouragement, and help. When I went on to Southern Illinois 
University to finish my bachelor's degree in home economics education, I realized that it 
would have been overwhelming for me to start my education at a four-year school. 

I truly feel that if I had not had the positive experience with the staff el Kaskaskia 
College, I would never have developed the confidence and the positive attitude I've needed 
to succeed in my jobs. In my presentposition with the Client Assistance Program, lam helping 
persons with disabilities to realize that they, too, can 
be independent and can solve whatever problems that 
they encounter. If only they could all have had the 
same wonderful experience I had in attending 
Kaskaskia College! 

You know, a few months ago, justsixyears after 
first attending KC, I walkev^ into the college and was 
greet3d by my guidance counselor and an instructor, 
who still knew me by my first name and even gave me 
a hug. Now that's genuine caring, don't you think? 
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Connie Schilling graduated from Kaskaskia 
College in with a degree in education. 
She now lives in Carlylc, IL, where she 
serves as a human relations representative 
for Region 1 oftheClient Assistant Program 
of the Illinois Department of Rehabilitation 
Services- A victim in 1980 of a disabling 
acciden t, she works now to help others with 
disabilities to realize that theucan be inde- 
pendent and solve the problems they en- 
counter- 
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Susan Scoda 

Brookhaven College, TX 




I have achieved a lotin recentyears. lam proudest, however, 
of my Brookhaven College degree. Everyoneat Brookhaven 
encouraged me to grow, learn, and achieve. I did not often 
feel that I couldn't do what I was challenged to do. In fact, I strived 
for excellence because the people around me believed in me. 
Everywhere I went, there were positive people guiding me to be 
the best. 

Each department at Brookhaven has superstars. These were 
the teachers who taught more than just basics of a subject, but also 
helped me relate the information to my life. English with Carolyn 

Herron gave me a fabulous and almost gaudy vocabulary. With 

Steve Unk to guide me, I learned how basic principles of psychology work. Joan Weston helped 
me apply those same ideas to understand how social structure is organized and challenged me 
to help change society's ills. Through the combined efforts of Johnyce Alders and Delryn 
Flemmg, Igained the initial self-confidence to continue my education. Even the usually boring 
required government course was fascinating with the remarkable Phil Berry, who taught me 
to analyze government and look in depth at those we elect to rule. 

While a student, I worked at Brookhaven as well. The Student Programs and Resources 
Ofhce IS staffed with three amazing women. Lou King, Carrie Schweitzer, and Joy Amdt are 
both friends and colleagues. Although I was just a student and a "go-fer," they welcomed me 
and showed me kindness and respect. When I confided to them a week or so before graduation 
that I had only a denim miniskirt to wear with my cap and gown, they bought me a beautiful 
dress. I later wore it for my wedding gown, and they were there to share in that occasion too 
I heard many excellent speakers at Brookhaven College. The Brown Bag Lunch Series 
gave me insights into problems I encounter every day. One speech in particular is the basis for 
my current life philosophy. Susan Humphries of radio station KVIL spoke of the attitude she 
had which allowed her to attain her present position. Her most remarkable statement was a 
simple one that could be used to sum up the teaching philosophy at Brookhaven: "Always say 
to yourself, 'I can do that!' and you can achieve anything you try!" 

Since graduation,! have had the courage to try several careers. I spent two years training 
disabled young people to live independently. I then was appointed the volunteer coordinator 

and tour manager for the Dallas Historical Society. All 
I had to say was, "I can do that!" 



Susan Scoda graduated from Brookhaven 
College in 1987witha degree in liberalarts. 
A resident of Garland, TX. she acts as 
volunteer coordinalor and tour manager of 
the Dallas Historical Society. Among her 
community service activities have been 
working as an aide at the Dallas Indepen- 
dent School District's sclml for the handi- 
capped and as a job site coordinator and 
instructor in tlial school's vocational edu- 
cation program. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Sara J* Snyder 

Wayne County Community College, MI 




In August 1974 1 entered a halfway house for treatment of 
alcoholism. In six years since graduating from high school, 
I had gone from what appeared to be a normal 18-year-old 
toastrcetdrunk sleeping indoorways and eating outofdumpsters. 

After four months of treatment, I decided to do someth-ng 
with my life, so I enrolled at Wayne County Community College 
to earn an associate of applied science degree in substance abuse 
counseling. 

I had been a waitress, dishwasher, bank t(?ller, ice cream 
truck driver, and encyclopedia saleswoman among other things. 
I thought! could do anything, but I found that my alcoholism and 
drug addiction had harshly affected my ability to learn. I suffered from a severe short-term 
memory deficit and a very low toler" ice for frustration. 

My first yeai at WCCC was ver;^* difficult, but I had one instructor who told me I could 
do it, that I had a lot to offer. She was supportive of me throughout two and a half years of 
struggle and study. 

People at WCCC believed in me. If I had not made the decision and commitment to go 
to WCCC and had returned to my old pattern of taking the first job available just to pay the rent, 
I'm not sure I would be alive today. What I learned and who I became because of the start I got 
at WCCC most probably saved my life. I don't think I would have stayed sober just ''putting 
in my time.'' 

In January 1986 an amazing thing happened. I walked up the front steps of the halfway 
house I had lived in 12 years earlier. This time, though, I had a key to the home and a business 
card that said I was executive director of it. Since then I have worked to make Grateful Home 
a caring, supportive program for recovering alcoholic women, one thatbelieves in our strength 
as women and that expects us to do our best while supporting each other through periods of 
doubt. 

I no longer look at stacko of clean dishes to prove my day's accomplishments. Today I 
look at the lives of women I have counseled and see their pride and joy. Two of them are now 
members of my staff. 

I have been able to take a childhood of pain and fear and a young adulthood filled with 
addiction and despair, and turn them into tools to reach women who feel painfully alone. My 
life story can give others hope, to show them there is 
awayoutofdarkness. Without the encouraging words 
of the WCCC staff, I probably would have given up 
before my life had a chance. 



Sara /. Snyder graduated from VJaytie 
County Community College in 1971 with 
an AAS degree in substance abuse counsel- 
ing. She now lives in Crosse Fointe Park, 
MI, and is executive director of Grateful 
Home, Inc. A recovering alcoholic herself, 
she now works to rehabilitate recovering 
alcoholic women in the same halfway house 
which treatedherwhenshewasanl8-year- 
old. 
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SOCIAL SER\'^CES 



Renee Wallis 

Pierce College, WA 

I attended a community college in Washington when I was 
in my mid-20s and older than the average college student. 
But at Pierce College I was not alone. There were many 
mothers who hadr^Ised families, retired men, and people whohad 
married and divorced. All of us wanted nothing else so much as to 
attend college. Though I had often felt at odds with the wo.vld, at 
Pierce College I found a home. 

We adult learners would gather between classes in the 
cafeteria. We would read each other's work and discuss each 
other's lives. Marriage, jobs, and children mixed with Physics 1 14 
in a mingling of the intellect and emotion, the ideal and the 
practical. 

We went home after class to our families and the increasingly complicated situations of 
our lives with a growing intellectual understanding that changed every thing. The unforgiving 
temperament of the truth often made us uncomfortable, demanding answers to difficult 
questions. One thing was certain; education did not make life easy. 

It was a heady time. 1 here was Magda, 45 years old and unhappily married. There she 
stood, clutching her English book, a German-born woman struggling through an English 
course that required more grammar than I, a native speaker, had ever acquired. 

But we knew she would triumph. After all, my own mother, then the chair of the Social 
Science Division at Pierce College, had attended as an adult learner years ago. A mother with 
four children and no money. It was possible. It could happen, with hard work and de termina- 
tion. My mother was the proof. 

The teachers lavished us with attention. As adult learners, we were suspended in a 
special state of animation. We were our teachers' adoring disciples, and the teachers were our 
examples of all that was possible. They knew that we could accomplish much, and their 
expectations were high. 

Because of the years I spent at Pierce College, I know there is d place in the world for 
difference. I learned to keep as many doors open as possible, because who can say how 
someone is most comfortable entering a room? I work now as a fund-raiser, raising money to 
provide opportunity for others. Just as I traveled a circuitous route, just as Magda needed her 
chance to push through, I work to keep the door ajar for others. And I strive to follow the 
example set by my experience at Pierce College. Work hard. Aim high. Dream big. 



Renee Wallis is a 1985 graauate of Pierce 
College who now lives in Arlington, VA. 
VJith the skills she acquired in her arts and 
sciences studies, she now works as a fund 
developer and has successfully helped nu- 
rrterous nonprofit organizations dedicated 
toi^sisHng the less fortunate. 
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Mabel Word 

Southside Virginia Community College, VA 



I 



would never haveimagine J that I would be asked to v/rite 
what I have been through in the last five years. After 12 
years of marriage, when I was totally dependent on my 
husband for all means of support, he left. He said he was going out 
of tovvrn to traffic court axia would return on Friday. He never came 
back. I was left with three daughters, a lOth-grade education, and 
nofinanaal security. I searched all over town for employment with 
no results. I needed help. The only place left was the Department 
of Social Services. I remember the feeling I got every time I went 
there. I felt a little less of myself with each visit. However, through 
the Social Services Department, I was referred to a GED prepara- 
tion program sponsored by SouthsideVirginia Community College. I started attending classes 
and I began to feel better about myself. Even at times when I didn't do well, I was motivated 
to study harder. 

I wish I could say that going on to higher education was an easy decision, especially af ter 
completing the GED preparation class and passing my GED test. I entered SVCC with the 
uncertainty of whether I was going tomakeit.Ihad tolearntodriveandgetmydriver'slicense. 
Until I got my license, I hitchhiked the 21 miles to campus and 21 miles back on the days I 
couldn't find a ride. The majority of students were much younger than I. However, the 
resources available at SVCC made my transition much smoother. I began to realize that 
whether we were young or old, we were all there for thesame purpose, to acquire knowledge 
and independence. 

I wish that others whohave been through what I havebeen through would think of their 
children, if not themselves, where education is concerned. I feel that our offspring tend to 
follow in our foots teps, and our failures become their failures. By our accomplishments, we can 
set an example for them. If we believe in ourselves, there is nothing we can't do. 

I receivedmyassociatedegreein human services fromSVCC in May 1989. lam currently 
employed at the Sheltered Workshop in Farmville, VA, a rehabilitation service agency. I 
instruct mentally and physically handicapped clients in vocational skills. The job is both 
fulfilling and rewarding. I hope thatby sharing my exj. ^riences, I will be able to help someone 
in a similar situation. 



Mabel Vford graduated in 1989 from 
Southside Virginia Community College 
with a degree in human services and now 
lives in Fannville, VA. She is an instructor 
at a sheltered workshop for retarded adidts, 
wheresheinstructs mentally and physically 
handicapped clients in vocational skills, 
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Business 



BUSINESS 



Paul Abbott 

Lehigh County Community College, PA 



T 



here are many popular misconceptions about commu- 
nity colleges. Some will say tha t the community college 
is merely an extension of high school. That is not true. 
Others feel that there is no real college atmosphere because most 
students commute. That is not true. Some claim the academics are 
not as rigorous as at four-year institutions. That is not true. As a 
former student of both Lehigh County Community College and a 
four-year college, I feel I can fairly evaluate my community college 
experience. I received a thorough, personalized, challenging edu- 
cation. That is true. 

I will tell you what else is true. Let's talk quality, affordable 
education. Four months after I was discharged from the armed forces, I knew it was time to 
increase my knowledge and preparemyself for a career. I sought guidance from the community 
college and was surprised at the enthusiastic assistance from the director of admissions, 
academic counselors, professors, and the financial aid staff. They went well beyond the usual 
assistance to help me make the decisions that were right for me. 

There was no such thing as an easy course at LCCC. I worked very hard to earn my 
degree there, and I was well prepared to continue my studies at a four-year institution. My 
courses at the community college transferred with no difficulty to my four-year school, 
because I had planned the transfer in advance. 

My two years at LCCC were two years well-spent. I developed intellectually, socially, 
and personally. Campus involvement for me has extended well beyond my two y« ars at 
school. For the past 12 years I have been actively involved in encouraging people toattend the 
community college. The alumni association also keeps me in touch with those who have 
graduated. 

The community college made an important, positive impact on my life. My education 
has allowed me to positively impact others' lives. As far as I'm concerned, that's what 
education is all about. 



Paul Abbott graduated from Lehigh County 
Community College in 1977 with an asso- 
ciate degree in criminal justiceadministra- 
tion. He now lives in Allentown, PA, and 
is safety coordinator at Stanley-Vidmar. 
While a student, he assisted in organizing 
"Unity" the first Blackstudent organiza- 
tion on campus, and served as its first 
president. Since his graduation in 1977, he 
has served as president of the Allentown 
branch of the NAACP and represented 
LCCC as minority and nontraditional 
student outreach rqnesentative in the 
community. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Marie E Alexander 

Rappahannock Community College, VA 

As a child I always thought I would go to college. One of 
mychildhood dreams was to attend thewell-respected, 
historical College of William and Mary, and I spent 
my high school years preparing for it. My dream was waylaid. As 
many young people do, I put aside one important aspect of my life 
for another: niarriage and a family. During the next 15 years I was 
employed in various vocations: wife, mother, secretary, dental 
assistant, and manager. 

My personal life had been through many drastic changes, 
and a time of uncertainty and confusion settled on my home. A 
time for decisions had come. After much deliberate thought, I 
decided to rejoin the working market. After several months of applications, I realized in order 
for me to re-enter my business field, I needed to learn new skills and techniques and renew old 
abilities. After hoarding special funds through the summer, I enrolled in Rappahannock 
Community College in the fall of 1986. 

The greatest challenge was walking through those doors. I was 31 , a mother of three, an 
estranged wife, and scared. 

The next three years held accomplishments, pitfalls, and developments. Upon learning 
of a gender equity program, the Equal Oppor tuni ties for Employabili ty Program, I was able to 
stay in school and complete my associate's in applied science degree in office systems 
technology. At a time when I needed assurance the most, I was given the opportunity to prove 
my ability and self-worth. 

Each completed assignment led to a completed course. Each completed course was one 
step closer to my chosen degree. Iknow what it is to be elated. Iknow what it is to be disgusted. 
I especially know how i t feels to be totally drained, too spread out, wanting to walk away . This 
always happens near the end of a long-term goal. 

I will always be indebted to Rappahannock Community College and the instructors 
who were patient and willing to exert a tireless effort with me. Their work and mine has paid 
off in many ventures, including my present position at Dominion Bank. I expect i t to continue 
to bring in dividends, possibly to include attending the College of William and Mary. 

I have not lost my excitement or my thirst for knowledge. What a wonderful thing to 
learn when I thought all my decisions were made years ago. 

Marie F. Alexander graduated from 
RappahannockCornmunityCollegeinl989 
with a degree in office systems technology. 
She now lives in White^ Marsh, VA, and is 
an executive secretary for the Dominion 
Bank of Richmond, She was a displaced 
homemaker luho took advantage of a pro- 
gram at the community college that helped 
her overcome hurdles and realize a child- 
hood goal 
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BUSINESS 



Bessie Anderson 

Los Angeles Southwest College, CA 




As one of a family of 12 children from the South, and with 
my mother a midwife and father a farmer, it was a 
struggle to accomplish anj^ goal. But I have always 
had a dream to go to college, be successful, and keep the family 
name strong. 

I attended a junior college in the South and obtained an AA 
in business administration. I moved to Califomia in 1962 in hopes 
of continuing my education and obtaining a mas ter's degree. After 
attempting to enroll in a university in California as a junior and 
being told that the college I had attended was not accredited, my 
spirits were dampened, and I decided to just stay away from 
college. But, as I observed others taking classes and advancing all around me, I was motivated 
to pick up the pieces and continue my education. 

Eight years passed. In 1971 1 enrolled in Los Angeles Sou thwest College. It was a real 
struggle, working and being a housewife and a mother. There were times I could only enroll 
in two or three units per semester, but with the su pport and encouragement of the instructors, 
family, and friends I received an A A in 1979. Because I was still working, a housewife, and now 
a mother of two, the motivation to continue was even harder to muster. 

I decided to go into the banking industry and progressed all the way to operations 
manager. In 1980 1 enrolled again at LASC and took courses related to skills management and 
technical leaming, which helpe J me get a vocational teaching credential for employment with 
the Los Angeles Unified School District. Several years later (1986), I left the banking industry, 
te-enrolled in LASC, and continued to pursue my goal in early childhood education. I found 
that LASC had an excellent program. The efficjpnt instructors, along with the availability of 
the college in my immediate community, made it ail worthwhile and helped me obtain my 
second A A in June 1988. 

I now have a family day care center (Bessie's Christian Inspired Day Care), and I have 
continued to pursue my goals in Gospel song writing, singing, and actinj^. I am presen^y an 
actress in the well-known drama 'Trecious Lord." I have traveled exten&lvely as a §jng^^r/ and 
I am known as the "Little Lady with the Big Voice.'' 

I owe so much to the instructors for their push foi excellence at LASC. They helped me 

to attain many goals that were almost lost. I love you, 
my alma mater. 



Bessie Anderson graduated from Los An- 
geles Southwest College in 1988 with a 
degreeinchilddevelopment She now resides 
in Los Angeles, where she owns and oper- 
atesadaycarecenter. Inaddition to offering 
quality child care to meet the needs ofciti- 
zensin her community, Ms.Attderson sings, 
writes songs, and acts in numerous artistic 
productions throughout Southern Califor- 
nia. Her positive outlook and performing 
style have uplifted the lives of many people. 
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Michael C. Austin 

Mohawk Valley Community College, NY 




A 



^1 



s valuable as my experience was as astudentat Mohawk 
Valley Community College, I learned some equally 
valuable things on the other side of the desk when I 
had an opportunity to be an instructor in the college's evening 
division a few years ago. 

You've worked all day, and now you're going tobe out once 
a week until 9:30 or 10 o'dodc at night to teach. And of course you 
need topreparefor class, at least another evening of your time. It's 
hard work if you're of a serious mind about your job. Lesson one. 

After you've done it for a few semesters and you file your 
tax return at the end of the year, you find the tax return has shrunk 
by close to the extra amount of income you made teaching. I'm not sure if that's good or bad, 
but if s lesson number two. 

Lessons one and two add up to lesson three: You're doing it because you really enjoy 
it I always thought highly of my MVCC instructors, even more so after going on toa four-year 
college. But now I had a chance to look at them from another perspective. I thinkit gave me new 
appreciation for the community college concept and the value of what it does. 

Add to that the most pleasant part of the community college experience, and it seems 
to hold especially true in the evening division: not only are you there teaching because it's 
something you want todo,but thestudents are there to learnbecause it's something they want 
to do. They maybe working a job just to attend college, or they maybe workinga job they don't 
like and are going to college to start a new career. People playing on their own coin are highly 
motivated. They learn a lot. And there is nosubstitutefor acommunity college'sability to bring 
in teachers whocan give students the value of their practical experience to their students, not 
just book theory. 

And speaking of practical experience, I'll relate the advice my father once gave me. 
When I was 16 years old and entering college, I thought I was the smart one, and here he was 
handing meanother dad-ism. I wanted to go to a big-name school, but my parents, with six kids 
to raise, hadn't money available for big-name school tuition. "You're going to get out what 
you put into it, Michael. Go to MVCC It's a fine school," my father said. 

I got a lot out of MVCC. It' sa fine school. Smart 
man, my father. 



MichaelC.Austirtgradmted fromMohawk 
Valley Community College in 1974 with a 
degree in liberal artsand sciences. He now 
lives in Utica, NY, and h director of corpo- 
rate communications for Utica National 
Insurance Croup. He oversees all compa ny 
publications, is involved with corporate 
advertising and public relations, and 
handles special projects, includingprod uc- 
tion of a company film for the firm's 75th 
anniversary. His work has won many 
professional awards. 
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Elington 1. Bates 

Northern Virginia Community College, VA 




I have never met a broom tha 1 1 li ked. Immedia tely after high 
school, I dove head-first into the job market. My experi- 
ences varied from disappointing to degrading. I responded 
to numerous help-wanted advertisements only to be asked that 
dreaded question, ''What can you do?'' Invariably, the broom was 
discussed. It seemed that before I was to go anywhere, I had to 
"sweep America first/' 

Reluctantly, laccepted a job withbroom at a local Chevrolet 
dealership. Admittedly,Ididn'tpursue the job with a great deal of 
enthusiasm. I can recall a service writer remarking that I didn't 
sweep with ambition. Little did he know, my ambition was not to 
sweep at all. 

The summer of 1967 marked my first year since high school graduation and the 
expiration of my tolerance for the broom. I joined the Army. Four years later I was back into 
the job market, but neither I nor the market had changed. My immediate response was to find 
a quick fix. I enrolled in the Au tomotive Diagnosis & Tune-up Certificate Program at Northern 
Virginia Community College. I intended to take a few automotive courses, get a certificate, and 
be on my way. Fortunately, my quest for the quick fix was countered by a steadfast commit- 
ment to education in the person of Herbert E. McCartney, an associate professor in the NOVA 
engineering technology division. Following Mr. McCartney's ad vice, lenroUed in the associate 
degree program. Thanks to the faculty and staff at NOVA, instead of a quick fix, I joined the 
NOVA family at the ninth annual commencement with an associate's degree in automotive 
technology. 

NOVA changed my life. The college switched my thinking processes from stand-by to 
on, and my expectations rose, both of which served to obliterate my self-imposed limits. 

NOVA as an intervening factor presented both short- and long-term effects. The long- 
term effects bond the student to the institution and to the pursuit of higher education. I have 
maintained a course of personal development, which includes a bachelor of arts degree, 
participation in community activities, and providing a positive effect on those I touch. I 
measure that effect by the thank-you card from a seventh-grade class Irecently spoke to, or the 

plaque that simply states, "Thanks Coach Bates," or 
the "thank you a thousand times" letter from the dean 
of student development for participating in the spring 
education tour, or better yet, a letter from NOVA 
President Richard J. Ernst, stating, 'Thank you for 
serving as our commencement speaker...." 

The community college experience, dollar for 
dollar, is richer and more rewarding in terms of break- 
ing the cycle of poverty, despair, and disadvantage 
than any other program ever funded. 



ioj BEST COPY AVAILABLE 



Elington L Bates graduated from Northern 
Virginia Community Collegein 1975 with 
adegree in automotive technology. He now 
lives in Herndon, VA, and works a$ a field 
manager in the Audit Department for 
Chevrolet Division of General Motors. He 
is a certified youth sports coach, member of 
Herndon Optimists, and NVCC'smember 
0/ Who's Who in American Junior Col- 
leges. He serves as a part-time automotive 
lecturer at NVCC and was keynote speaker 
at the college's commencement ceremonies 
in 1988. 
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Merle R. Blair 

Independence Community College, KS 



The words will alwaysbe with me. Words that move me 
as much today as they did in 1955 while participating 
in the Independence Community College production 
of Romberg's The Student Prince. 

Golden Days in the sunshine of a happy youth, Golden Days, full of 
innocence and full of truth; In our hearts we remember them, all else 
above; How we laughed with a gaiety that had no sting — we will 
know, life has nothing sweeter than its springtime; Golden Days, 
Days of youth and love. 

Later I would find life does have sting, and later I would 
fully appreciate how Independence Community College had prepared me to deal with life's 
sting and still accomplish goals. 

My father died in the summer before my senior year in high school. Going to college was 
something I always kne wl would do. I had learned in thelndependence school system thatyou 
can't accomplish much without the help of a lot of people who care about you . Looking back, 
I now realize I enrolled at ICC because I knew the in^^tructors and coaches were people who 
cared about individuals. 

If s not possible to name them, but as a group, the ICC administrators, faculty, and 
coaches were great role models. As ICC students, we leamed we are responsible for the quality 
of our lives and the shaping of our destinies. Abe Lincoln said, "I'll prepare myself, for some 
day my opportuni ty will come." Only in re trospect can I appreciate how well ICC prepared me 
for the many opportunities that were ahead. 

Athletics has been an important part of my life — not so much the games, but the lessons 
of sportsmanship, teamwork, competition, fairness, and many special memories of coaches, 
players, victories, and losses — all ingredients of the game of life. My ICC coaches were and still 
are my inspiration. I knew they cared, and I didn't, and still don't, want to let them down. 

We are the sum of our life's experiences. ICC gave me the opportunity to experience the 
excitement and rewards of learning; the thrill of athletics, playing in an orchestra, and acting 
onthestage; and myfirslintroductiontobroadcastingina radio class. So,becauseofICCit's;no 
coincidence I went on to graduate from Washburn 
University in Topeka, played football and basketball, 
had lead roles in two Shakespeare stage productions, 
and later became chairman of Ihe Washburn Board of 
Regents. And the ICC introduction to radio class led 
me to become general manager of two Topeka radio 
stations just eight years after ICC graduation. 

I am forever grateful for those Golden Days at 
ICC, but more important, grateful for preparing me 
for the Golden Days of family, career, and life after 
Independence Community College. 
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Merle R, Bbir earned an associate degree 
from Independence Community College in 
1955. He now lives in Topeka, KS, and is 
the president and CEO of the Greater To- 
peka Chamber of Commerce. While in col- 
lege. Merle belonged to Phi Delta Theta and 
served as a member of the Sagamore Hon- 
orary Men's Leadership Society, He has 
also served as a member of the Washington 
University Board of Regents, the board of 
directors of the Jayliawk Council of Boy 
Scouts, and the board of directors of the 
Topeka Public Schools Foundation. 
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Cora Brown 

Jefferson Community College, KY 

The fond memories I have of my two years at Jefferson 
Community College will be cherished forever. What I 
best remember is the caring, nurturing atmosphere in 
which we all were encouraged to excel. These memories have 
enabled me to meet the challenges of life as well as the setbacks, for 
they dwell deep within and provide comfort when it is mobt 
needed. 

Since my graduation from Jefferson Community College in 
December 1977 and from Bellarmine College in May 1979, the value 
of the lessons learned has become increasingly important. The 
execution of my responsibilities as an assistant vice president for 
Liberty National Bank often requires knowledge that can only be obtained through a study of 
the liberal arts. Fortunately, I received an excellent education in the liberal arts while at JCC. 
As a working mother, I have found that knowing a little about a lot can be quite useful. 
Moreover, the skills valued most in my service to the community are usually tho^e that require 
a well-rounded education, as opposed to those skills for which technical proficiency is 
mandatory. 

Ultimately, the specific ways in which my life has been enriched are not . niy difficult 
to quantify, but are difficult to articulate as well. However, one particular incident remains 
vivid. During my second year, I received a full- tuition scholarship from the Greater Louisville 
Claims Association. When the elation wore off, I realized 1 was petrified at the thought of 
having to enter a room full of strangers to accept my award. Little did I know that Dr. 
Ainsworth, who I suspect sensed my discomfort, had decided to attend. It is often said, 'Tt's 
the little things that mean so much." My memories are filled with many of these precious 
moments. Among them are my nomination and induction into WIto's Wlio Among American 
Junior College Students, as well as my participation in the Health Education and Welfare Grant 
which studied junior college students. I am a better person because of these experiences— fond 
memories indeed. 




Cora B. Brown f raduated from Jefferson 
Community College in 1977 with a degree 
in arts and now lives in Louisxnlle, KY, She 
is assistant vice president of Liberty Na- 
tionalBant Cora received a Black Achiever 
Award in 19S2, was nominated for Out- 
standing Young Woman of the Year in 
1985, served as vice board chairperson for 
the Community Health Center of V/estern 
Louisville, and has held officer positions in 
the Kentucky Black Women's Forum and 
Kentuckiana Women's Network. 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



Lynne B. Byrd 

DeKalb College, GA 



B 



ack to school at 42! Like most of my generation of 
women, I had married and star ted myfamily atan early 
age. Opportunities for women were not asopen to us as 
they are today, or at least we didn't imagine them to be. I was a 
good student in high school and had one year of college before 
marriage. In the back of my mind I always hoped that one day I 
would be able to go back and get my degree. 

As the last child left for college, I decided to give it a try at 
DeKalb College, a community college in my area that is an arm of 
the Georgia State University System. Here I was with two grand- 
children, and I was just as terrified of registering as I had been at 
age 18. The college had a special program for returning oldies called Second Wind. 1 went to 
an orientation program and heard success stories from others who had returned to school. 

Thus began an exciting four years for me. It was possible for me to work full time and 
attend night classes, so it took this long to complete my two-year degree. The small campus and 
its accessibility and affordability were perfect for my situation. I releamed good stud^^ habits, 
found excellent counsel formy planned degree,and thrilled myself with good grades. I enjoyed 
brainstorming and exchanging ideas with the younger students who had just entered from 
high school. I made some lasting friends amon g these acquain tances. I developed new eyes for 
the world in geology, new ears to hear French, an expanded understanding in philosophy, and 
I reveled in the English and literature courses I had so looked forward to taking. My husband 
was my biggest cheerleader, helping me study and celebrating my good grades. I became active 
in Second Wind myself, encouraging other older students to return to school. At graduation I 
received my associate degree in general education with highest honors. 

My experience at DeKalb has made me an insatiable learner; my taste for education has 
just begun. I am now enrolled at Georgia State slowly working my way toward a degree in 
English, my first love. In my case, my desired degree will be a means to an end. I enjoy a very 
successful career in real estate, but my learning experience is feeding my soul and realizing a 
dream I have had for many years. DeKalb College helped me to realize this dream, and I am 
working with the alumni now to help promote the oppor tuni ties that DeKalb has to offer. My 
advice to older students is that it is never too late to learn. Don't delay — go for it! 



Lynne B. Byrd graduated from DeKalb Col- 
lege-North Campus in 1987 with an AS 
degree in general education. She now lives 
in Georgia and i$ a successful real estate 
agent in the Atlanta area. She is especially 
active in soliciting support from the local 
business community for scholarships to de- 
serving students and also in making these 
scholarships known to potential students. 
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Chris Callis 

Harford Community College, MD 

When my second daughter was almost two, I decided 
to enroll in an evening accounting class at Harford 
Community College. When asked what program, I 
said business administration; it seemed appropriate, since I had 
been doing bookkeeping for 15 years and needed a challenge. I had 
no specific goal at first; I just wanted to test the water. 

Well, it was great. The professors were interesting and 
supportive. I continued with night classes while working and 
raising my two daughters with the support of a wonderful hus- 
band. It took seven years to get my A A in business administration, 
but it was worth it. At graduation, to my surprise, I received the 
Wall Street journal Award and Harford's Student Achievement Award. 

At this point I almost stopped, but an accounting professor (the first teacher I had at 
Harford) called to ask me if I was transferring to a four-year college. I said after seven years I 
thought r d give myself and our finances a break, but he advised me that with my 4.0 average, 
a scholarship wouldbeavailableif I would go full time. I decided togiveita try, and two years 
later I had a BS in accounting. 

After taking the review course, I passed the CPA exam. This prompted me to enter 
public accounting with an international accounting firm, where I am now an audit manager. 

Looking back at my first years at Harford, the positive experiences encouraged me to 
continue, formulate goals, and achieve a professional position that was beyond my highest 
expectations. I have always been involved in community service, and I have had the opportu- 
nity to serve on the board of the Harford Chamber of Commerce as director, secretary, and 
treasurer. I was appointed by the county executive to serve a three-year term for the Private 
IndustryCouncil. As a charter memberof our Lioness Club, Ihave served as director, secretary, 
vice president, and president. On a professional level, I am immediate past president of the 
Baltimore-Washington area chapter of the American Women's Society of CPAs. 

In addition to giving me opportunities to serve my community, my experience at 
Harford set an example for my daughter sand made themawareof the importanceof education 
and community involvement. My oldest has a bachelor's degree in business administration, 

and my 19-year-old is a junior majoring in graphic 
design with a minor in sociology. 

Withou t the ease of transition from wife-mother- 
bookkeeper to college student that Harford provided, 
none of this would have been possible. Thank you, 
Harford, for opening these horizons for me. 





Chris Callis graduated f.vm Harford Com- 
munity College in 1976 with a degree in 
business adtninistratioru She now lives in 
Fallston, MD, and is an audit mamger 
(CPA) with an international accounting 
jinn. Her scholastic and projessioml ac- 
complishments are completnented by her 
extensive involvement in the Harjord 
County community. Her loillingness to 
volunteer her services and expertise to the 
local Chamber oj Commerce, Private In- 
dustry Council, and Lioness Club has ini- 
proved the quality oj life in her hometoivn. 
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Richard H. Campbell 
Eastern Maine Technical College, ME 



s I reflect on my academic experiences, I would never 
call myself a scholar. Even today I consider my best 
assets to be common sense and an ability to work with 
my hands. Interestingly enough, that's how my public school 
teachers had classified me and, in fact, guidance counselors later 
advised me not to take the SAT, saying that I was not college 
material. 

Fortunately, I overcame early weaknesses in math and 
science, and a newly formed two-year college, offering programs 
of study in occupational education, gave me a chance. What an 
enlightening experience! For the first lime I found education to be 
worthwhile and actually fun. After a stint with the Air i^Iational Guard, I returned, more 
mature and better focused, to Eastern Maine Technic a" College. My general education courses, 
especially, and the personal attention of my instructors helped me come to terms with my life 
and, for the first time, with the issue of aspirations. 

Now, with the technicalities of my education under control, I became involved in the 
student community and its politics. I ran a successful campaign for the presidency of the 
student body, was elected to the student senate, and served as an elected representative to the 
statewide Technical College Student Committee. 

Certainly the growth I experienced and the encouragement I received from the faculty 
and staff at Eastern Maine Tech contributed as much to the development of my professional 
life as the technical education I earned. In 1974, having started my own one-person drafting 
company, I immersed myself in solar energy. By the la te 1970s, having independently studied 
energy-efficient, solar-tempered concepts, and with the benefit of national HUD solar design 
and construction grants, my company became a recognized leader in residential construction. 
By the early 1980s, in response to local challenges and economicpressures, Ihad expanded into 
commercial and office construction, and today circumstances have ex tended me into develop- 
ment of residential housing projects, hotels, and recreational condominiums. At the same time 
the R.H. Campbell family of companies has grown by three divisions: mill work, interiors, and 
insulation. 

After 16 years of modest successes, I readily 
acknowledge the effect Eastern Maine Technical Col- 
lege has produced on my aspirations, my abilities, and 
my career. 
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Richard H. Campbell gradimted from East- 
cm Maine Technical College in 1970 with 
an AAS degree. He is president of his own 
general contracting firm. Inaddition tohis 
accomplishmentsasaleaderin thebuilding 
construction field,he ispast president of the 
BangorlBrewer YMCA Board of Directors, 
amentber of the boards of trustees of Bangor 
Theological Seminary and John Baptist 
Memorial High School and an incorpora- 
tor of the Eastern Maine Medical Center 
and the Bangor Savings Bank. 
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Mary Smedley Collier 

Valencia Community College, FL 




Why in the world would you want to go back to 
school?'' How many times my friends asked that 
question when, just a few years ago, I announced 
my intentions to attend college. It was a legitimate question. I was 
in my mid-50s, had four grown children, and worked full-time in 
the family business. Yet, even though my days were full, I found 
my life devoid of any feeling of real personal accomplishment. A 
college education was the one thing I had always yearned for, and 
I knew that the time had come. Without having an answer to 
everyone's questions, I set of: on what would prove to beone of my 
life's great experiences. It was an experience in learning, in grow- 
ing, and in being. 

From the outset, I sensed something special about Valencia Community College. That 
special "something" was the instructors. They made me feel my education was of the utmost 
importance to them. At every turn, I was encouraged to pursue my goals, offered help to 
achieve them, and praised for my efforts. After completing the first session, there was no 
holdin'' neback. I began to move forvA^ard. Always, the instructors were excellent And, oh, 
how I learned. I loved it^ 

A^ the days became weeks and then lengthened into months, the thrill of anticipation 
never left me. With the beginning of each session, I found in it a new challenge and a new 
discovery. I discovered the world of humanities, the intrigue of the earth's sciences, and the 
depth of self-knowledge as expressed in creative writing. The changes were subtle, but they 
were there. My world and I were growing. I loved it! 

The changes were not only in growing but in my overall attitude toward myself. 
Through the encouragement of my instructors, I began to accomplish work of the highest 
calibre. Many honors came my way. However, more important than the honors was the self- 
esteem that I began to feel. I felt a greater sense of value to myself, to my family, and to my 

community. I had become the person I always hoped 
to be: educated, aware, and self-confident. I loved it! 

The years at Valencia were wonderful. My life 
e^'panded in so many ways. I now possess a broader 
view of life, and I am proud of what I have accom- 
plished. I could never haveattainedmygoalshadlnot 
been a part of the Valencia experience with its high 
standards and its dedicated instructors. Valencia will 
always be my academic hometown. I grew up there, 
and I loved every minute of it. 



Man/ Smedley Collier graduated from 
Valencia Community College in 1982 with 
an associate's degree in English, She now 
lives in Orlando, FL whereshe is the comp- 
troller of Collier Jag' y and also the owner 
of a pro shop. She was instrumental in the 
adoption of a new policy that allowed trans- 
fer students from commutiity colleges to be 
considered for enrollment at four-year uni- 
versities on the same basis as students al- 
ready enrolled at the university. She has 
served on the Sports Corrmiittee of the 
Greater Orlando Chamber of Commerce 
and has been a member of the Valeticia 
Alumni Association and the Valeticia 
Foundation. 
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Raymond Donnelly 

Suffolk Community College, NY 



It is often said that ''the journey of 1,000 milei; begins with 
the first step/' This phrase takes on special meaning when 
applied to the first steps taken by the many thousands of 
successful graduates of our nation's community and junior col- 
leges. 

My own experience was at Suffolk Community College 
from 1972 through 1974. Like many high school graduates of that 
post-Vietnam pre-Watergate era,I was lookingfora starting point. 
Uncertain of how to find my way, lenrolled at the local community 
college. 

The two years I spent inpursuitof my associatedegree were 
among the most enriching life experiences I have had. Educationally, socially, and athletically, 
I was able to develop a strong sense of self-worth and maturity. This development continues, 
of course, and is still aided in strong measure by the foundation I was able to put in place with 
my community college experience. 

What was the difference and why was I able to benefit so much from my time at Suffolk 
Community College? The answer is simple— the faculty. At the community /junior college 
level the faculty do what they are paid to do, which is teach. This is an important distinction 
when you are talking about the development of the individual— the primary role of the 
educational experience. 

In recent years it has been my privilege to serve the college in a number of volunteer 
roles on alumni councils, development committees, and so forth. This has given me the 
opportunity to observe first-hand the ever-expanding role of the community college in serving 
returning students, minorities, and two-year career programs. 

It is from the perspective of both student and citizen that I feel strongly about tho 
contributions made by community/junior colleges to the success of individuals and the 
national educational system. 




Raymond Donnelly graduated from Suffolk 
Community College in 1974 with a degree 
in general studies. He now lives in Coran, 
NY, and is a partner in The Daretel Croup, 
hi thepasthe has worked at RCA, GTE, LM 
Ericsson Telcom, Rockwell Inter rmtiorml, 
and Telenova, Inc. a subsidiary of Wang 
Laboratories, His loyalty to SCCC is evi- 
dent in his work or ' Alumni Council 
He has served us itsf^-. tncr secretary and is 
currently its vice-president. 
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Jim Douglas 

South Seattle Community College, WA 

When I wen t back to school a t Sou th Sea t tie Commu- 
nity College, I had no master plan for success. In 
fact, it had been a long time since I had experienced 
success in school. My educational achievements were more of an 
evolutionary process. 

Learning was fun when I was a young child, but I lost the 
excitement of learning and a lot of self-confidence when my 
parents divorced during my grade school years. Junior high school 
was a complete write-off, and high school was not much be tier. I 
now joke with Jerry Brockey, the president of South Seattle Com- 
munity College, about the days when he was my high school 
heal teacher and would kick me out of class because I was so disruptive. 

After hi gh school, I j oined the mill tary service. When I got ou t, I had a series of blue co liar 
jobs. I was working for Sears in 1974, selling automotive products, when the oil crisis hit and 
my income dropped to half of what it had been. Still struggling with self-esteem troubles, I 
seemed to hit bottom in my personal life as well at that time. 

In the depths of that crisis, I wasn't sure where I was headed, but I knew I wanted to 
change. I lost weight, changed jobs to become a night janitor, and moved in with my mother. 
I visited a coui\selor at SSCC who helped me start in the college transfer program. 

Because of a scheduling mix-up, I missed the first day of music class, and my old bad 
feelings about school returned. I explained to the music teacher that I didn't think I would be 
a very good studen t,based on my pas t experiences. She told me she graded on attendance, and 
if I would just show up, I would pass the class. I learned to love music. I joined the SSCC 
Community Choir and participated in performances. I joined my church choir and I'm still 
singing. 

The counseling and that first class at SSCC helped me recapture my love of learning. It 
was at SSCC that I got the idea that education is a lifelong process. This has continued in my 
adult professional life. After SSCC, I went on to earn my bachelor's degree in business 
administration at Seattle University in 1976 and my MBA there in 1981. Not a day goes by that 
I don't use some part of my education, both the learning skills and the growth I experienced 

at South Seattle. 

I have tried to pass on support to others who 
may have had a lapse in their formal education. A 
community college instructor believed in me when I 
was starting out and that made a huge difference in my 
life. I want to pass that on to others. 



ify': 




Jim Douglas graduated from South Seattle 
Community College in 2975, He now lives 
in Seattle W/l, luhere he is an assistant vice 
president at Continental Savings Bank, ]im 
is active in civic concerns and believes in 
challenging others to achieve their poten- 
tial. He is a member of the boards of the 
SSCC Foundation, Camp Colman, and the 
Southwest YMCA District Facilities Com- 
mittee, He is also active in the SeatHe 
Univetsity Alumni Association and is or- 
ganizing an SSCCAhimni Association, 
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Nancy L. Duda 

Tompkins-Cortland Community College, NY 




I 



was the oldest of seven children growing up in the 1950s 
and 1960s, and little emphasis was placed on the impor- 
tance of education in our home. It took both parents work- 
ing full-time to keep their brood clothed and fed. An honor student 
who dreamed of college, I w^as encouraged by many of my teach- 
ers, but was regretfully informed by my parents that I could not 
expect their help to further my education. When I graduated in 
1966, college was a far-away dream, obtainable only to rich kids 
whose parents could afford to send them. 

Soon after high school I was married. The next 19 years of 
my life were spent raising four children and trying to cope with a 
marriage that was not made in heaven. At age 36, my marriage was over, and I was faced with 
the frighteni ng reality of taking care of myself and my children with nothing more than a high 
school education — no job skills and no self-esteem. 

When Ten tared Tompkins-Cortland Community College, my self-esteem was very lov, . 
A bad marriage can have a tremendously damaging effect on a person's emotional and 
psychological well-being. But I worked hard — and with every "A" I received on a test, with 
every teacher's smile of approval when I answered a question correctly — I could feel my self- 
confidence rise. 

I was living off welfare, and my schooling was completely funded. To me this meant 
doing my best not to fail a society that was supporting my second chance. The PACE Program 
(Public Assistance Comprehensive Education) at Tompkins-Cortland gave me guidance, 
financial help, and counseling to help me cope with everyday problems. The COOP Program 
helped me find employmeni on campus. The instructional labs helped me develop strong 
skills so I could understand math and accounting and do well in both fields. 

In May 198P I graduated with a CPA of 3.93 and associate degrees in business 
administration and in liberal arts-math/science. Four months later I was chosen the Outstand- 
ing Adul t Student of New York State. I was proud of my accomplishments. College was hard, 
and every new obstacle brought with it a fresh supply of fear and failure. But the most fantastic 
feeling comes when you keep pushing, defeut the fear, and end up doing more than you ever 
thought possible. 

Today I have a career in telemarketing sales. I deal with people all day long and love 
it. Five years ago I could never have handled such challenging work. It was Tompkins- 
Cortland — the caring teachers and staff, and the finan- 
cial support I received to keep me going — that has 
made this all possible I am no longer afraid to want 
something. I know now thai if you want something, 
are willing to find the route to travel, and work hard 
for it, anything can be yours. 



Nancy L Duda graduated from Tompkins- 
Cortland Comm u niiy College in 1 98S with 
dual degrees in business administration 
and liberal arts. She now lives in Mara- 
thon, ivy, and works as a telemarketing 
sales representative. Four months after 
graduating from TCCC ivith a CPA of 
3.93,shewasnamedtheOutstanding Adult 
Student of Neiu York State. 
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Dixie Eng 

Northern Virginia Community College, VA 

There was never a question of whether or not I would go 
to college. I had always been a good student and college 
was the next logical step. Originally, I did what most of 
my friends did. I applied to several universities and was accepted 
by all of them. 

I decided to go to college away from home and chose a 
business curriculum. In my first year I realized I did not enjoy 
college life and decided to move back to my hometown. Since I 
moved during the school term, I chose to enroll in Northern 
Virginia Community College to continue my studies, 

I was excited to learn that the classes were similar in content 
and format. I liked the smaller ratio of students to teachers and the diverse backgrounds of the 
students. 

I was able to combine a full-time job with my education. I felt that practical work 
experience was important, as well as necessary, to finance my continued education, andNVCC 
encourages and assists students in career placement 

In two and a half years, I completed two associate degree programs: applied science in 
business management and applied science in merchandising-fashion. 

To continue into a four-year program, I transferred my credits to The American 
University in Washington, DC. 

Mystudies at NVCC and my work experience helped prepare me for working full-time 
while attending my last two years of concentrated study at AU. Two years later, I graduated 
with my bachelor of science degree in business administration-marketing. 

While the community college is actually quite large and offers so many choices to 
students, I found the programs challenging and professors concerned about their students 
successfully meeting their educational goals. 

I am always happy to share my experience at NVCC with others, since I feel NVCC is 
a wonderful beginning or bridge to a new career or outlook. I continue supporting NVCC as 
an advisory board member of the Business College Marketing Program. In June 1987 1 was 
selected as one of three alumni to deliver the commencement address. 

As rooms division manager at the Wyndham 
Bristol Hotel in Washington, DC, and as manager of 
my own business, teaching skin care with Mary Kay 
Cosmetics, I have found that education and learning 
are ongoing. When I reflect back on my structured 
training in the classroom and combine the knowledge 
with practical application, I feel the choices I made in 
my education have allowed me to be happy with my 
career choices. 





Dixie L Eng graduated from Northern 
Virginia Community College in WOwith 
dual degrees in business administration 
and merchandising/fashion. Now a resi- 
dent of Springfield, VA, she is an image 
consultant and the manager of the 
Wyndham Bristol Hotel in Washington, 
DC. She continues supporting hIVCCas 
an advisory board member of the Business 
College Marketing Program. In June, 1987, 
she was selected as one of three ahmmi to 
deliver the commencement address. 
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Gloria Villasana Fuerniss 

Ohlone College, CA 



Ohlone College had just opened its doors in 1966-67. 
Classes had not yet started, so they didn't have any 
students. College officials needed some part-time 
student workers, so they went to a local high school, Newark High. 
My counselor asked me if I would like to apply for a part-time job 
after school and for the summer. I was hired immedia tely after the 
interview and found the work fun. 

When classes for the college were going to begin, only 
students who went to Ohlone could work part-time as student 
help. In order to continue to work at Ohlone, I registered for 
classes. Prior to my working at Ohlone, I had not thought about 
continuing my education. I don't recall what I was planning to do when I graduated from high 
school. 

At Ohlone I was a full-time student, involvedin student government,business manager 
for the college newspaper, statistician for the football team, and part-time worker in the public 
information office of the college. In high school I had not been involved in extracurricular 
activities. 

My experience and education at Ohlone helped me grow and become an active 
participant in my community. My parents encouraged my growth, but faculty, staff, and 
administrators at Ohlone gave me the confidence to succeed. 

I am currently vice president/manager at Fremont Bank as well as trustee for the 
Fremont-Newark Community College District (Ohlone!). 




Gloria Villasana Fuerniss graduated from 
Ohlone College in WBdwith an * .^date's 
degree in secretarial science. She now lives 
in Fremont, CA,and isvicepresidentofthe 
FremontBant Shehas served asan elected 
trustee of the Fremont-Newark Commu- 
nity College District since 1 979. She I'.'^s 
served the community as chair of the City 
Civil Service Commission, director of the 
Boy's Club, adviser to the Tri-Cities' 
Children's Center, chair of a Boy Scout 
fund drive, and director of the Hispanic 
Cha77iber of Commerce 
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Marta M. Googins 

Aquinas Junior College at Milton, MA 




After graduating from Fontbonne Academy in 1961, I 
chose to continue my education at Aquinas Junior 
College at Milton, MA. Upon my graduation from 
Aquinas, I felt I was prepared to assist in our family-owned 
catering firm. My responsibilities required good organizational 
skills, the ability to professionally coordinate all types of occasions, 
hiring and managing approximately 140 staff persons, ordering 
food, and authorizing payroll procedures. During this time, I also 
became a registered bridal consultant and a justice of the peace — 
the start of my renaissance period. 

For the next 22 years, I worked and became a part of a 
company that is one of the largest off-site catering firms in our area. I married and raised four 
children, who are now 24, 21, 18, and 13 years old. During those childrearing years, although 
I had the inner desire to return to school, it was not my first priority. Instead, I dedicated myself 
to the activities of my children and to involvement in my community. I was instrumental in 
forming the successful booster club for our high school, which was dedicated to all students 
in academics and athletics. Even with all these activities, I still felt that someday I would return 
to school and complete a bachelor's degree. I had always felt that Aquinas instilled in me the 
strong motivation needed to fulfill my goal. 

After more than two decades of hoping to return to school, I entered U-Mass, Boston in 
1985, takinga full course schedule including summers. I continued working full-time at my job, 
but my responsibilities at home were lightened with the help of my husband and children, who 
enthusiastically supported my return to school. This year, I am a senior and intend to graduate 
this coming summer with a bachelor's degree in sociology and a minor in la w and justice. As 
partof my internship for the pre-law program, I volunteered 15 hours a week this past summer 
working with battered women and children and doing legal advocacy work within the court 
system on their behalf. A t this time, I am volunteering 1 0 hours a week for the entireschool y ear 
at the local police station, learning hands-on the procedure of the police system. 

For the past 25 years, I have felt proud to identify m>self as an Aquinas graduate, and 
becauseof that special foundation, I hope to enter law school shortly after graduation from U- 
Mass this summer. 



Maria M. Googins graduated from Aquinas 
junior College at Milton in 1964 with an 
associate's degree from its executive secre- 
tarialprogram. She now lives in Braintree, 
MA, where she operates her own catering 
business. Slieisa true renaissance woman: 
owner of a business, mother of four, com- 
pleting a bachelo/s degree, and planning to 
begin law school Additionally, she volun- 
teers in a program for battered women. 
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H. Clayton Hamilton 
Miami-Dade Community College, FL 




I 



came to Miami-Dade Community College, South Campus, 
in the mid-VOs, upon completion of active duty in the U.S. 
Navy. To put it mildly, I was the epitome of the under- 
achiever in the Navy. 

Miami-Dade Community College taught me the meaning 
of the words commitment and involvement. The college took a 
relatively bright, completely unmotivated, slightly angry young 
man and offered him the opportunity to channel those energies 
into productive, worthwhile activities. 

While attending M- DC C, South Campus, I was elected vice 
presidentof the StudentGovernment Association and president of 
a number of student organizations. As a result of the parliamentary skills and the sense of 
confidence that I developed at M-DCC, I have been able to carry that senseof involvement and 
commitment into the Miami community at large. 

As regional manager for the past five years of a subsidiary of Travelers Insurance 
Company, I havebeen able to give somethingback to thestaff and faculty of M-DCC by offering 
4036 tax-sheltered annul ties to assist them in reaching their retirement goals. I also serve as vice 
presidentof the Miami-Dade Alumni Association. 

Upon leaving Miami-Dade Community College, I went to Florida International Uni- 
versity, where I majored in finance/international business and was elected president of the 
student government association. I recently served as vice-chair of an FIU task force whose goal 
was to raise $100,000 in scholarship monies for Black students. At last count we had raised 
$145,000. 

Last year as vice president of the Dade County Sickle Cell Foundation, I chaired our 
annual walk-a-thon, which raised over $33,000 to assist the University of Miami Sickle Cell 
Center to provide screening, education, research, and counseling services to people affected 
by sickle cell disease. 

I was recently appointed chairperson of the United Way's CoreC Agency Review Panel. 
This panel, in conjunction with the Greater Miami Jewish Federation, provides funding to 
social service agencies serving the Miami Jewish Community. 

Whatever success I have been able to achieve in 
life, whatever little bit I have been able to give back to 
my community, would never have happened had I not 
been blessed with the opportunity to begin my ed uca- 
tional career at Miami-Dade Community College. I 
will be eternally grateful. 



H. Clayton Hamilton graduated from Mi- 
am i'DadeComm unity Collegein 1 977 with 
a degree in political science. He now lives 
in Miami, FL, where he is the regional 
manager for Copeland Companies, a sub- 
sidiary of Travelers Insurance Company. 
He has served for two terms as vice presi- 
dent of the M-DCC Alumni Association. 
He recently served as vice chair of a Florida 
Intermtioml University task fjrce that 
raised $145,000 for Blackstuienl scholar- 
ships. He has also served as vice president 
oftheDadeCountySickleCellFoiindafi^n. 
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Lance H. Herndon 

LaGuardia Community College, NY 

Twelve years ago, I was one of several young, aspiring 
graduates ofLaGuardia Community College who were 
ready to tackle the challenges of corporate America. 
Over the course of my professional career, I have obtained certain 
successes and reached specific goals thatcan be directly attributed 
to my LaGuardia experience. 

Since 1980 1 have served as p resi den t and owner of ACCESS, 
Inc., a data processing firm that provides information systems 
consulting throughout the Southeast. The firm grossed well over 
$2.4 million in 1988. The initial energy required to begin this 
venture came from the encouragement and inspiration that I 
received from both the faculty and staff at LaGuardia. I received particularly strong support 
from Professor Herman Washington, who took a personal interest in my progress and 
provided much useful advice. My undergraduate experience gave me a sense of self-worth and 
confidence in my abilities that enabled me to capitalize on an entrepreneurial opportunity. 

My LaGuardia experiences were not only helpful in establishing ACCESS, Inc., but they 
also played an integral role in my receiving my first job. The services of the Secretarial Science 
Department provided the avenue through which I mailed resumes to all of the Fortune 200 
Companies in New York City, where I received the initial training that helped me launch my 
career. 

Finally, the Co-op Program offered at LaGuardia was also instrumental in shaping my 
attitude toward business. Through the Co-op Program, I learned that there is a give-and-take 
system that exists in our society, and as we in corporate America take from the mainstream, we 
have the obligation to give back to them in order to maintain a mutually beneficial relationship. 
As an entrepreneur, I have committed myself to give back through my service to the 
community. I have truly prospered both personally and professionally through my volunteer 

commitment tovariouslocalnon-profitorganizationsinAtlanta,which further exemplifies the 
effect that the experiences of attending LaGuardia Community College have had upon my 
career. 



Lance H. Herndon graduated from 
LaGuardia Community College in 1975 
with a degree in data processing. He now 
lives in Atlanta, GA, and is the president 
and CEO of ACCESS, Inc., an information 
systems company that he founded. It is the 
largest Black-owned data processing con- 
sulting firm in the Southeast, with $2,4 
million in sales last year. He is deeply 
committed to giving back to society through 
participation in manyserviceorganiza tions, 
including the YMCA, Operation PUSH, 
and the United Negro College Fund. 
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Kenneth Hill 

Trident Technical College, SC 



Throughout my years in high school, I planned to a ttend 
a four-year university and get a degree in business 
management/administration. After graduation, I 
would either work for my father in his business or enter the 
corporate job market. 

My father bought his business in 1968 when I was 11 years 
old. After school, I would walk to his business, where I would play 
and do small jobs, such as sweeping the floor and emptying trash 
cans. As I reached my teenage years, I began to participate in 
sporting activities and lost interest in the business. But I always 
had a summer job waiting for me — unlike most of my friends. 
Now, as I look back on these years, I really appreciate my father giving me these opportunities. 

When I was a rising senior in high school in 1975, 1 became a lot more involved in the 
business.My father was building the business and did not have anyone working for him whom 
hecouldrelyon. I decided not to gooff to college, but I did realize the importance of continuing 
my education. 

I enrolled at Triden t Technical College in the fall of 1976. 1 worked during the day at my 
father's business and attended classes at night. At times, it was very difficult (especially while 
taking accounting courses). However, I also think working and attending school at the same 
time was to my advantage. Many times I was able to apply what I learned in class at night 
(especially management classes) the very next morning in our business. This a^so raised my 
interest in Trident. My grades were much better than when I was in high school 

Another thing I enjoyed about taking night classes was the fact that many of the 
instructors worked for some of thelargecorporationsorgovernmentagenciesinourarea.They 
had experiences they shared with us in class that were very interesting and educational. One 
economics instructor (who last year became the youngest senior vice president ever at his large 
corporation) had a great impact on some of the successes Tve had in life He constantly offered 
me encouragement and told me I had a very good future in the business world. He also 
encouraged me to continue my education, which I still plan to do some day. 

The experiences and education that I received while attending Trident will never be 
forgotten, and will always be grateful to the instructors and staff there. 



Kenneth Hill graduated from Trident 
Technical College in 1979 with a degree in 
management. He now lives in Moncks 
Corner, SC, and is vice president of Hill 
Tire & Auto, He currently serves a$ a 
member of the Trident Technical College 
AluT7mi Board of Trustees and a$ chairman 
of the Board of Deacons at Macedonia 
Christian Church. 
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Joan Jenstead 

Waukesha County Technical College, WI 

Waukesha County Technical College is a major 
priority in my life for a lot of good reasons. When 
I took my first accounting class, I certainly never 
expected to graduate with an associate degree, take many more 
conti luing professional courses, and someday become chairper- 
son of the WCTC District Board of Directors. But I did. 

Thatfirstclass provided the motivation Ineeded at the time. 
As a working mother of three, I decided to improve my skills in the 
accounting field in order to open up my career possibilities. I went 
on to complete the associate degree, since I recognized both the 
personal and professional value of it. 

Going back to college was initially difficult, but, with the help and support of WCTC 
instructors and my family, I was able to juggle my college, work, and home schedules. My 
instructors, especially, took the time to work around any of my special situations. The 
environment at WCTC,a two-year college, was much less threatening thani had anticipated. 
The instructors and staff have a genuine concern about helping individual students develop 
their potential and providing the support needed by so many adults returning to college. 

My accomplishments in life have been quite fulfilling, not the least of wh ' h was my 
graduation from WCTC in 1973. Throughout my professional lifelhave continued to take self- 
improvement courses. WCTC laid the foundation for that and helped me appreciate a 
meaningful education. In addition to the quality education I obtained, the college helped me 
attain the levels of self-confidence and self-esteem necessary to succeed in the workplace. 

I progressed up my own career ladder, culminating as the president of National Realty 
Management in Brookfield, WI. That initial accounting class started something big! 

In 1989, 1 redirected my career and have my own part-time consulting and personal 
investment business. I decided it was time to become more involved in community activities 
in addition to my career. 

I am quite active in a professional real estate organization, but WCTC again is a priority 

in my life. I have been on the WCTC District Board of 
Directors for over five years and served two of those 
as chairperson. Recently Ibecame vice presidentof the 
Wisconsin Vocational, Technical, and Adult Educa- 
tion State Boards Association and serve on its legisla- 
tive committee. 

It feels good to be able to give something valu- 
able back to a place that's been so important in my 
life— Waukesha County Technical College. 




Joan Jenstead graduated from WaukesJm 
County Technical College in 1975 withati 
associate's degree in accounting. She now 
lives in Brookfield, W/, where she operates 
her own private consulting and personal 
investment business. She Ims been a mem- 
ber of the were Board of Directors for five 
years and currently serves as vice presi- 
dent of the Wisconsin Vocational Tech- 
nical and Adult Education Board's Ex- 
ecutive Committee. She has received spe- 
cial recognition as a VJomanof Distinction 
in Waukesha County and, in 1988, was 
recipient of the WCTC Alumnus of the 
Year Award. 
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Stuart Klovstad 

Fergus Falls Community College, MN 

The major reason I attended a community college was 
cost. If the community college system did not exist, I 
would have attended college with more economic 
hardship, and I am convinced I would have received a lesser 
education. 

I was very pleasantly surprised at the quality of the instruc- 
tors and education at the community college. At the time, I was 
very naive and thought the big universities had the best teachers. 
Only later in life did I realize the big universities sometimes only 
had the best researchers. Teachers at the community college are 
there to teach. They brought me into their hearts and sometimes 
into their homes. When I left the community college, I was convinced I left with a good 
education at a bargain price. This was confirmed at the school I transferred to; the counselor 
staled that I had one of the healthiest transcripts he had ever seen, I would like to thank all of 
my teachers for giving me a strong academic background. 

The community college also taught me how to treat individuals. As part of the work- 
study program, I joined the jani torial staff and cleaned the college cen ter. In working with the 
janitors, I found out they treated everyone from the students, administrators, and teachers to 
the president with the highest degree of courtesy and respect. Likewise, we were treated with 
a great deal of respect. I learned a very important lesson: no matter what titles or position a 
person earns in life, a person is still a person and should be treated no differently from anyone 
else. 

Community college also allowed me to compete in collegiate sports. I learned how to 
play tennisat theageof 16, and two years laterl was playing at the college level. The important 
lesson I learned was that not everyone can make it to Wimbledon, but there is plenty of 
opportunity to find your niche in life and to be successful at a lower level. 

In short, the community college gave me a strong academic background, taught me how 
to gel along with other people, and gave me an opportunity to be a collegiate athlete. To my 
school, Fergus Falls Community College, thank you, for you were the very best. 



Stuart Klovstad graduated from Fergus 
Falls Conmuttity College itt 1978 with an 
associate's degree in business. He now 
lives in Fergus Falls, MN, attd is supervi- 
sor of theauditingdepartmentatOtterTail 
Power Company, In addition to being 
active in his church, he contributes to th£ 
community through }aycees, the Big 
Brothers program, coaching basketball in 
the city's program, and serving as a mem- 
berand treasurer for theFergus Area College 
Foundation, 
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Juanita Gillard Murrell 

Williamsburg Technical College, SC 

In the summer of 1984 it became apparent to me that I was 
not going anywhere in my job. Because of my lack of 
education and training, I had no chance of advancement. I 
decided that I was going to have to go back to school to realize any 
progress in my life. Since I was interested in business, I looked for 
a college in my area that offered an associate degree in business. 

One of my friends told me of the business program at 
Williamsburg Technical College. I visited the college and was 
favorably impressed. The staff at the college was friendly and 
answered all of my questions. I found I could get the training I 
needed there, taking most of my courses at night. 

I enrolled at the community college and have never regretted it. The instructors were 
excellent, the classes interesting and provocative. I was delighted with how much I was 
learning. My instructors at Williamsburg Technical College motivated me to the point that I 
decided that after I got my associate degree, I would then pursue a four-year degree. And that 
is exactly what I did. 

In January 1988 I received my bachelor's degree from Limestone College. Deciding I 
needed even more skills, I proceeded to go on with my education, and in January 1989 learned 
a master's degree in business administration from Central Michigan University. Now I am 
employed as a vendor scheduler/purchasing agent. My goal, however, is to pursuea Ph.D. and 
become a certified purchasing agent. 

Currently, I also teach part-time at the community college in my area. I feellhave much 
to teach those who are planning to enter the business world. I use myself as an example to those 
beginning their education. All journeys begin with just one step, I tell them. My journey to my 
goals began with Williamsburg Technical College. I will forever be grateful for the tremendous 
boost it gave me on my long climb. Now as I look back I can truly say, "Thank you, 
Williamsburg Technical College. You taught me that no dream is too large, no hope can't be 
fulfilled." ^ ^ 



juanila Gillard Murrell graduated from 
Williamsburg Technical College in 19S6 
with a degree in business. She now lives in 
St. Stephens, SC, and works as a purcltas- 
mg agent. Ms. Murrel is secretary of her 
FT A and vicepresident of her church. She 
is also involved with the Boy Scouts of 
America and is a metnber of a sorority that 
does extensive social work. 
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James J. Palmeri 

Northampton County Area Community College, PA 
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ersonal Service. Those are words that are very impor- 
tant to me in business. They are also words that I recall 
when thinking about my experiences atNorthampton 
County Area Community College. 

I enrolled inNorthampton's new Funeral Service Program 
in 1977. Only 21 students were enrolled in this specialized area of 
study. We had moved into a newly completed building designed 
specifically for the program. We all had a close bond. Other 
students in theschool looked atus with intrigue, as they had many 
questions concerning the funeral industry. We became almost a 
novelty. Yet with the novelty came interaction, because everyone 
wanted to be part of the funeral service class. We were close-knit, and people wanted to be a 
part of us. 

Since there had not been a funeral service school in the eastern part of Pennsylvania for 
many years, many potential funeral directors were waiting for the chance to go to school. The 
average age for the class was the mid-30s. There were two wives of funeral directors, two 
daughters, and a number of sons hoping to get a license to expand their families' businesses. 
There were also a number of us "independents'' who were hoping to start our own funeral 
home some day. (Fortunately,! was one of those who was able to realize that dream in a short 
amount of time, opening my funeral home a year after graduation in my hometown of Martins 
Creek, PA.) 

The lessons that I learned at Northampton were practical and personal. No one can 
''teach" you to care for someone; that's a natural thing. But, when everyone around you cares 
and is willing to go an extra mile to do the right thing, the attitude wears off on you. The 
instructors at Northampton care. Funeral service was a new thing. Curricula had to be 
developed to mold this new type of student. General study instructors had to leam what our 
profession was all about. The two years went by quickly. The instructors and the students had 
an unbelievable camaraderie in searching within each other to see where the other was coming 
from. It was fun, but it was work. 

Personally, I wanted to give something back to the school that gave me the opportunity 
to become an independentbusinesspersoninmy community. That is why lagreed to serve on 
the Northampton County Area Community College 
Alumni Council Later, I was elected president of that 
organization. That is when I truly met the "personal 
service" people who cared enough for the college to 
come back and help in any way they could to keep this 
college as successful as it has been and promulgate 
that good reputation to the future. If it was not for 
Northampton,Iwouldnothave been given theoppor- 
turity to meet such people and help keep the attit; de 
that has made all my ventures successful. 



jatnes /. Palmeri graduated from 
Northampton County Area Corrmunity 
College in 1979 with a degree in funeral 
service. He now lives in Martins Creek, 
PA' He operates four businesses owned 
under the family corporation and, with his 
wife, also owns a travel agency and the 
James /, Palmeri Funeral Home. He be- 
came involved with the NCACC Alumni 
Association in 1984 and lias served as its 
president for four years. 
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>acie Welsh Romo 
'4vapai College, AZ 




My communii, ..ege experience at Yavapai Col- 
lege has been the most rewarding and useful of all 
my educational experiences. 
My first experience at a higher educational institution was 
not enjoyable. I attended one semester at a major university right 
out of high school and did not want to return. I missed my 
hometown, friends, and lifestyle. I needed that balance in my life, 
so I chose to pursue other goals. 

The following year, I was selected as Miss Indian America 
in Sheridan, WY, and traveled across the states representing the 
American Indians as an ambassadress. 

Upon completion of my reign, I decided to pursue my educational goals. I selected 
Yavapai College for many reasons. First of all, the size of the college allowed one-on-one 
interaction with instructors. Second,a studentcould fulfill and transfer thebasic requirements 
of a four-year program. Third, the college had a good Native American program, and 
ultimately, the total environment fit my lifestyle. 

I was pleased with my -vclection of Yavapai College. It has fulfilled all the qualities of a 
learning institution thati was looking for. My instructors were wonderful people and teachers 
They were available when I needed them; they were stimulating and provided encourage- 
ment. I excelled in all my courses and graduated with honors. This served as an incentive to 
continue my education. 

The Native American program at Yavapai was beneficial to Indians as well as non- 
Indians. I had the opportunity to serve as a peer counselor and enjoyed helping fellow 
classmates. We helped students with counseling and tutoring and provided social programs. 
This made the transition of lifestyle and study habits easier for many students from the 
reservation. Other students were able to see and learn from theNative Americans through the 
annual Pow Wow and Pageant. I commend Yavapai College for having one of the Lest Native 
American programs in the state and would like to encourage the college to promote this 
remarkable program. 

Yavapai provided a firm foundation of study habits and learning skilU necessary for 
further education. The experience at Yavapai made university schooling smooth and simple. 

I even use those same skills and habits in my current 
business operation and in everyday life. I am very 
grateful for the experience at Yavapai. Ithas truly been 
the most rewarding and useful of all! 



Grade VJelsh Romo graduated from 
Yavapai College in 1981 with a general 
education degree. She now lives in Prescott, 
AZ, and is owner jmanager of the Yavapai 
Mian Smoke Shop. She urn selected as 
Miss Indian America and traveled across 
the United States representing American 
Indians as ambassadress. She remains a 
leadc-in thelocal Yavapai Mian tribe and 
has strong beliefs about the need for tribal 
role models. 
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Nytza I. Rosado 

Reading Area Community College, PA 




fter I graduated from high schcx)l, I wasn't sure about 
college. I chose Reading Area Community College 
because it was * )ar my home and I could afford the 

low tuition. 

Reading Area Communi ty College is a small school, and the 
staff tried hard to help each student succeed and develop his or her 
potential. Students helped each other, ana if anyone needed to 
improve study skills or was having trouble understanding a 
subject, tutors were available. 

Part of the richness of my RACC experience w as meeting 
students of many ages from diveise families. We learned to work 
together to achieve our goals. We gave each other encouragement and confidence. 

Today I am working on a bachelor's degree and am deeply involved in community 
affairs. It was the sense of community on RACC's campus that motivated me to get involved 
in community affairs. 

In June 1989 RACC's Alumni Council honored me for my professional accomplish- 
ments and community service by naming me the Outstanding Alumna for 1989. 1 was very 
proud to receive this aw^ard. I owe a lot to my community college and am pleased to be a 
graduate of RACC. 



Nytza L Rosado graduated from Reading 
Area Community College in 1982 with a 
degree in business administration- She 
now lives in Reading, PA, where she is 
assistant treasurer andbranch manager for 
the Bankof Pennsylvania. Sheis a member 
of the Pennsylvania Commission for 
Women, the Board of Directors of Reading 
City Schook, the New Futures Task Force, 
and the Latin American Political Action 
Committee. Additionally, she is a campaign 
specialist for the United Way of Berks 
County and a youth counselor at St. Peter's 
Roman Catholic Church. 
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Steve Shearn 

Fresno City College, CA 



1 



AS a high school student in a small rural school, my all- 
consuming passion was athletics. My parents were 
both college graduates and emphasized education, 
but the focus of my life was m y next football or basketball game. I 
held my own in t . classroom but didn't really understand the 
importance of a solid academic background. 

Like many high school athletes, I dreamed of being re- 
cruited to play college football at a major four-year school. 

As I came to the mid-point of my senior year, I had to face 
the fact that Bear Bryant and Ara Parasegia \ weren't going to be 
calling me. Since I wanted to go to college, I now had to accept 
reality and select from my available options. My first option was to attend the U.S. Naval 
Academy, since it had recently n.Hified me that I had been accepted. In addition, Fresno City 
College had a strong athletic and academic program and seemed genuinely interested in 
having me enroll there. I had to pick between these two schools. 

The opportunity to attend a military academy is often the chance of a lifetime. I'm sure 
that many people questioned my decision to attend Fresno City College instead. Since making 
that decision 16 years ago I have had many opportunities to ask myself if it was the right move 
My answer is always a resounding YES. Fresno Ci ty College provided me with the opportunity 
to realize every goal that I had envisioned and some that I hadn't. 

The college's football program allowed me to test myself against some of the best junior 
college athletes in the state. I was able to surpass my initial goal of just making the team and 
actually excelled at my position. With this success, I finally earned my high school dream of a 
scholarship to a major four-yt'ar school. 

My decision on a career was also made while I attended Fresno City College. I chose a 
major in business and found that the thrill of the classroom could be as exciting as that of the 
stadium. The education and experience I received in those two years became the foundation 
that I built my life upon. 

It's been almost 15 years since I sat in a classroom at Fresno City College. I now own a 
pension consulting business in the city of Salinas, CA. Every day I use something I learned in 
my two years at FCC. Some days it's the mathematics fundamentals I was sure I'd never need. 
Other days the mental toughness that I learned on the football field makes the difference 
between success and failure. I always use the intangible people skills I picked up from my 
association with FCC faculty and classmates. 

Some people may question the need for or 
credibility of a junior college. Unfortunately for them, 
they missed a fantastic experience. In retrospect, I can 
honestly say that making the choice to attend Fresno 
City College was one of the best decisions I've ever 
made. 



Steve Shearn attended Fresno City College 
and graduated in 1976 with a tnJj'or in 
liberal arts. He now lives in Salinas, CA, 
where he owns a pension consulting busi- 
ness. He is an active member of his local 
Rotary Cluband isinvolvedin community 
improvement activities. 
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Linda Shimada 

West Los Angeles College, CA 




I 



'11 never forget the first day I came to West Los Angeles 
College to enroll. I was in my early 30s, and I was so 
intimidated to be on a college campus that I was actually 
shaking. No one could have been as scared and insecure as I was. 
I kept thinking, '"What am I doing here?'' 

I never thought I'd go to college, but I knew that without an 
education, Fd always have limits placed on me in my career and Fd 
never be able to get into a management position. So I decided to 
take a few classes at West to give it a try, and I gathered up my 
courage and asked the firstperson Imelhow to get to the admissions 
office. Fll always remember how he showed me the way there and 
made me feel welcome. From tha tfirst moment, people at West were ready and willing to help 
me. Everyone seemed to understand how I felt, and they kept encouraging me to "go for it." 
When Ilookback on that first frightening day, I think of it as my lucky day, because my whole 
life seemed to get better and better after that. 

Fll always be grateful to the wonderful faculty at West. My instructors stand out in my 
mind for being very supportive and informative. And they gave me a solid academic training 
as well, which is evidenced by the fact that after I completed my studies at West, I transferred 
to the University of Southern California, where I gradua ted magna cum laude and was elected 
to Phi Kappa Phi, the all-university honor society. It never would have happened if I hadn't 
gone to West, where I always got what I needed. 

I've been real estate coordinator for theCulver City Redevelopment Agency for the past 
five years, coordinating the acquisition and relocation of properties. It's thekindof joblalways 
dreamed about, and Idefini tely would not have been able to get this position without a college 
education. West started me on the road to a very rewarding and interesting professional life. 

I also believe West helped me in my personal life. When I graduated from USC, my son 
graduated from high school, so I was going to school when he was, and it really helped me to 
identif) with his problems. And I think I was a good example for him — he went on to USC, too, 
which he probably wouldn't have done if I hadn't had college experience myself. 

Education doesn'tjust open you up intellectually. That's just one part of it. It opens up 
everything else, as well, in terms of your self-esteem and your relationships with others. A 
college education really is a down-payment on the 
future, and it's the best investment anybody could 
ever make. 



Linda Shimada graduated from West Los 
Angeles College in 1980 with a degree in 
business and now lives in Culver City, CA, 
She is a real es tale coordinator; president of 
the Culver City Sister City Association; 
andamemberof the Asian-Pacific Women's 
Network, the Culver City Guidance Clinic, 
I i the West Los Angeles College Alumni 
Association. She has also served as an 
officer in the Culver City Business and 
Professional Vlomen's Organization, 
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Patricia Skenandore 

Northeast Wisconsin Technical College, WI 




I don't remember having any real direction when I gradu- 
ated from high school, and following the aowd to college 
seemed the appropriate thing to do. I soon found out that 
it was work, and I guess I just wasn't ready to get really serious. 
After two years I quit, got a job as a teller, got married, and had a 
daughter. Reality set in! I began to realize thati would be working 
for a long, long time, and I didn't want to be low woman on the 
totem pole. 

The only problem I had was keeping my 40-hour-a-week 
job and taking classes at night. I was excited to discover that the 
supervisory management program available through Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical College was designed for working students. The best part of all was that 
the class material was so relevant tha 1 1 could apply everything I learned to my job. I found th a t 
T was able to transfer some of my University of WisconsinC)shkosh credits, and I doubled up 
on classes, which allowed me to graduate in two years instead of the normal five. 

My education at NWTC allowed me to realize my potential and understand the need 
for a good education. Thanks to what I learned through this program and my on-the-job 
experience, I was able to progress into a managerial position at a major corporation. Unfortu- 
nately, as the economy would have it, the subsidiary company I worked for closed doors, but 

not beforelwasableto foresee thefuture and makeplans for abusinessofmyown.Ipurchased 
Norrell Temporary Employment Service in 1988. With the challenge of owning my own 
Dusmess, 1 have realized that we can never know too much and that life is a continous learnmg 
experience. Obtaining a bachelor of arts degree from Lakeland College was the nextstep. I was 
able to transfer my NWTC aedits in order to achieve this goal. 

I am now finding it interesting to see how our temporary employees are also learning 
through NWTC. They are developing the confidence and ability to become more valuable 
employees with the ability to improve the direction of their lives. NWTC is an essential part 
of making Green Bay a thriving, productive community. Thanks to my education at NWTC, 
I have made the transition from performing a job to achieving a career. 



Pqtricia Skenandore graduated from 
Northeast Wisconsin Technical College in 
W82 with an associate's degree in supervi- 
sory management. She now lives in Green 
Bay, WI, where she is owner and manager 
of theNorrell Temporary Employment Ser- 
vice. She usesherexpertisebyhelpingwith 
the United Way, Wisconsin Women Entre- 
preneurs, and theGreenBay AreaChamher 
ofCommerce. Sheis secretary of theNWTC 
Alumni Association and continues to en- 
cou rage her employees to develop new skiVs 
at the college. 
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Linda Smukler Soriano 

Miami-Dade Community College, FL 

I began my pursuit of an associate in arts degree at Miami- 
Dade Community College-North Campus in 1979 with an 
Honors Grant. Since it was my goal to pursue a career in 
business, I concentrated my studies in the business curriculum. 

Although difficultat times, the continuous challenge of my 
M-DCC-North courses kept my interest alive and led to my 
graduation with high honors in May 1981. 1 was selected as the Phi 
Beta Lambda Future Female Business Leader of the Year. 

Based on my academic performance, and with the help of 
my M-DCC-North accounting professor, I was able to obtain 
various scholarships that permitted me to pursue a baccalaureate 
degree at the University of Miami. In addition, I received the Price Waterhouse Accounting 
Scholarship and the AICPA scholarship. 

In May 1983 1 graduated with highest honors. My professional career began at Spear 
Safer Harmon and Co. During my tenure, I had the opportunity to work on audit, review, 
compilation, and tax engagements. 

After completing two years, I discovered that my professional interest was in the tax 
area. I began working for KPMG Peat Marwick, an international certified public accountant 
firm, in August 1985, as a tax specialist. 

For the last four years KPMG Peat Marwick has given me valuable experience in a 
variety of industries, including transportation, insurance, commercial, and retail. I have also 
worked extensively with domestic, foreign, national, and expatriate individual clients. I am 
currently a manager within t!.c tax department and also am actively involved as the Miami 
office's primary reauiter for the tax department. 

I have been a certified public accountant in the state of Florida since 1984, and I am a 
member of the Rorida and American Institutes of Certified Public Accountants. I am also a 
member of the Cuban-American CPA Association and am actively involved with the Greater 
Miami Jewish Federation. 

My experience at M-DCC-North provided me with an excellent background to initiate 
a successful business career. This has given me the desire to contribute to the future of M-DCC 
and its students by serving as a member of its advisory 
committee for business administration and as an ad- 
junct professor in its School of Accounting and Busi- 
ness. Teaching M-DCC-North students continues to 
be a rewarding experience for me as I work to provide 
students with a foundation and a direction that were 
invaluable to me. 

I am grateful for all of the opportunities that 
have become available to me as a result of my asso- 
ciation with M-DCC, and I will continue to strive for 
success through enrollment in an MBA program. 




Linda Smukler Soriano graduated from 
Miami-Dade Community College-North 
Campus in 1979 with a degree in account- 
ing. She now lives in Miami Beach, FL, 
where she is a CPA and manager of the tax 
department at KPMG Peat Marwick. In 
addition to being active in the G reater Miatfii 
Jewish Federation, she serves as a member 
of the M-DCC advisory comm it tee for busi- 
ness administration and as an adjunct pro- 
fessor in its School of Accounting and 
Business. 
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Jack Spurlock 

North Lake College, TX 

In 1979 1 received the first associate degree in real estate from 
North Lake College in Irving, TX. It was quite an honor for 
me. 

When North Lake College opened its doors, it quickly 
established itself as one of the leading schools in the state of Texas 
in real estate classes. Since my primary business was re ' , ';tate, I 
felt I needed to take advantage of the latest information in .ue field, 
and, therefore, I earned the associate degree in applied arts and 
sciences, majoring in real estate. 

My community college experience was one of going back to 
schoo' since I had already earned a bachelor's degree from the 
University of Houston. While my motive for returning to college was to receive technical real 
estate information, the additional advantages for a returning, mature student were many — the 
discipline of study, the networking advantage of meeting other real estate agents, the 
opportunity to share life's experiences in the field of real estate and selling, and in some 
instances, to retrain my thinking and broaden my perspective. The benefit of the technical 
education of real estate (laws, financing, marketing, investment strategy, etc.) is obvious. 

The confidence that I received from my degree has been overwhelming. I feel thai I have 
benefited greatly from the education I received from North Lake College. I encourage everyone 
I talk to who is interested in the field of real estate to take full advantage of the education 
opportunities offered by this highly respected school. 




Jack Spurlock graduated from North lake 
College (a campus of the Dallas Ccmmu- 
nity College District) in 1979 with its first 
associate's degree in real estate. He now 
lives in Irving, TX, where he is a real estate 
broker operating one of Irving 's largest of- 
fices. In addition to serving on the North 
Lake Real Estate Advisory Council, he has 
returnal to his alma mater to teach real 
estate courses. 
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Sandra Stephens 

West Virginia State College- Community College Division, WV 

WHOA,..Wait a minute!! Me!? Go back to school after 
18 years? I had already held several key positions. I 
was working at a great job and I was married and 
had two fantastic kids. VJhat could college do for me? Well, grab 
hold of your seat and let me tell you what it has done for me. 

After much prodding from my college-graduate cousin, I 
agreed folookinto West Virginia State College and its community 
college component. There were so many subjects beckoning me, 1 
took the plunge. After 20 years of work experiences, I felt I needed 
a degree to advance in the business world. Little did I know I was 
going to get so much in the bargain! I was a little apprehensive 
about going back to school, since I was old enough to be the other students' rnother....or big 
sister. But I fit right in and had the time of my life. 

College left me with the ability to discuss everything from Freud to computers with 
ease. My English dasses dusted out corners of my brain I hadn't used in a while, and my love 
of fabrics was fed with knowledge that I use daily in my job. I just wanted to open my head and 
pour it all in. 

IgraduatedfromWestVirginiaStateCoUegewithanassodatedegreeinappliedscience 
in March 1988. But that's not all. I did it with high honors and was recognized 6 t -excellence 
in scholarship. I'm a member of the Founders Week Roll of Honor. During my two-year, full- 
time schedule I was PTA president of my children's school. Today, I speak publicly concerning 
career choices and education, and I am an active member of State Alumni. I love couuTiunity 
work and was theNitro Citizen of the Month, December 1986. 

I am actively involved in my area's community awareness group. We work with the 
chemical industry to keep the public abreast of our daily involvement with hazardous 
chemicals and our local Superfund site. I'm an interior designer with a growing company, and 
I teach an adult education class at night. I have full intentions of returning to State for an art 
degree because I miss the la te night study and the ambience. (And the tests? Nah!) Most of all, 
I want to accomplish so much more! 

West Virginia State College and the community 
much! Nothing can beat the feeling when you step on 
stage and receive your diploma. I love the satisfaction 
and the step ahead that for me has turned into a fast- 
paced run. And I'm not done yet! Thank you West 
Virginia State-Community College Division and all 
the staff. 




>llege component have given me so 

Sandra G. Stephens graduated from West 
Virginia State College'Community Col- 
lege Division in 1988 with a degree in 
fashion merchandising. She noiu lives in 
Mtro, WV, wheresheisan interior decora- 
tor and designer. She is actively involved 
in the comntunit]/, serving on the Com- 
munity Safety Assessment Committee, the 
Rock Branch PTA, her subdivision's 
homeowner's association, and the WVSC 
Alumni Association. She also serves as an 
adult education instructor for Putnam 
County, 
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Robert Swanagan 

Lee College, TX 



n 1966 I enrolled at Lee College irt Bay town, TX. Unfortu- 
nately, I hadn't made the necessary commitment for orga- 

, nizing my time, nor had I established the study habits that 

are required to be a good college student. These factors, coupled 
with my attendance for the tirst time at a predominantly White 
college, were not a formula for success. I remember quite vividly 
the White woman who was responsible for discussing the results 
of a test that would determine possible career options, spending 15 
minutes with White students and only two minutes with me. She 
said tome, 'Tou could be a dancer, preacher, or maybe a construc- 
tion worker.'' Needless to say, I only completed one semester, and 
then I was drafted into the Army. 

In 1972 I enrolled in Lee College again. This time I was married and had matured 
considerably, but I was still apprehensive aboutbeing accepted as a ''Black student." However, 
I was pleasantly surprised, as the first three men I met— Randy Busch, Emil Vogely, and Robert 
Spencer, who were instructors in the industrial management program — made learning an 
enjoyable experience. I was working rotating shift, but they made class so interesting that I was 
eager to go even when I was working the graveyard shift, which was 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. I was 
not a Black student to them, but an individual who had something to contribute. Much to my 
surprise, many of the other instructors displayed the same genuine interest with regard to 
minority students. Lee College had been revolutionized since 1966 when I first started, and so 
had I as a student. 

In 1975 I received my associate's degree in industrial management and have since 
received a bachelor's degree in psychology from the University of Houston. Currently, I am 
employed by one of the major chemical corporations in the world and am responsible for 
college recruiting activities in the southwest region of the United States. I direct 12 people in 
the interview and selection process of engineers and chemists at the doctorate level, as well as 
professional and technical employees. 

To Lee College and all of its faculty and staff, I say thank you for being a change agent 
in my life and for truly exemplifying the role of academia toward making education attainable 
for all. 



Robert Swanagan graduated from Lee al- 
lege in 1975 with an associate's degree in 
industrial marmgement. Subsequently, he 
received a BS degree iupsychology from the 
University of Houston, He now lives in 
laPorte, TX, arid is a personnel representa- 
tive for Mobay Corporation, one of the 
world's major chemical corporations, Heis 
responsible for college recruiting activities 
in thesout hwestregionof theUnited States^ 
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Homer Taylor 

College of Technology and Applied Science, VW 

My associate's degree from the community college 
component of West Virginia Institute of Technology 
provided the ''key to achieving my personal and 

professional goals. Had the community college two-year format 
been unavailable to me, in all probability, I would not have 
attempted a four-year degree and would have never advanced 
beyond the craftsman level.^ 

I worked for the local Charleston newspapers for six years 
prior to entering the associate's degree program at West Virginia 
Tech, and I continued to work full-time through two degrees, 
advancing at work as I advanced in n"iy education. The community 
college ''key'' took me from an hourly craft job to a staff engineering position and laid the 
groundwork for my future, all while I was still in school. 

Working to do the best on my education, my job, and my family role all at the same time 
gave me an insight into my own capabilities and future that I had never envisioned. I quickly 
realized that with the community college "key" in my hand, I could compete on an educational 
and professional level that was never before possible with my high school diploma. That same 
"key" allowed me to recognize that with further education I could rise as far in my chosen 
profession as I wanted. So with the foundation of my community coUegedegree, I pursued and 
earned a bachelor's degree in business from Tech and advanced to night production manager 
for the Charleston newspapers. 

Upon receiving my bachelor's degree, I joined Scripps Ho ware ,'ewspapers in Cincin- 
nati, OH, as assistant production and engineering director, later advancing to president and 
general manager of Scripps Howard Supply. My last position with Scripps was as corporate 
vice president of supply and manufacturing. 

In 1987 I joined BCnight-Ridder, the second largest newspaper group in the United 
States, as vice president of supply, residing in Miami, FL. I actively serve several media and 
civic organizations such as the American Newspaper Publishers Association, Southern 
Newspaper Publishers Association, Miami Chamber 
of Commerce, Miami United Way, and the West Vir- 
ginia Tech Newspaper Opera tions Advisory Commi t- 
tee. 

While no one could take away my God-given 
talents, I am convinced that the first step into higher 
education was the true "key" to my future advance- 
ments and success. I tip my hat to all the community 
college programs in this country as real alternatives to 
four-year programs and institutions. I know that you 
serve a very real need — you certainly did for me. 




Homer Taylor graduated front the College 
of Technology and Applied Science, the 
community collegecomponentof West Vir- 
ginia Institute of Technology, in 1970 with 
an associate's degree in ^.ectrical engineer- 
ing technology. He now lives in Miami, FL, 
and is thevicepresident of supply for Knight- 
Ridder, thesecond largest newspaper group 
in the U.S. He actively serves on several 
media and civic organizations, including 
the American Newspaper Publishers Asso- 
ciation, Miami Chamber of Commerce, 
United Way, and the West Virginia Tech 
Newspaper Operations Advisory Commit- 
tee. 
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Danny Uptmore 

McLennan Community College, TX 




Why a community college? When I was asked this 
question, my thoughts rambled back some 20 years 
when I was confronted with those life-changing 
issues. I am a first-generation college graduate and was not ham- 
pered in my college decision by the desires or leaning of my 
parents. I was reared on a small farm in central Texas duringa time 
when technology had not reached the farm. We still chopped 
cotton, hauled hay, and did many other tasks that convinced me to 
make a career choice outside of agriculture. "So what's next?" I 
asked myself after my 22 classmates and I graduated from high 
school. As I looked for my beginning, our local community college 
was the best place for me. 

There were several reasons I chose u communi ty college. First, it was accessible. It would 
not require a relocation away from familiar surroundings. For someone who was not very sure 
about his place in the college experience, this factor was very important. (Since then, I have 
realized it is also important because it helps prevent a "braii\ drain" in one's community.) 

Second, it was affordable. Being a person who occasionally changed his mind, I could 
explore many different areas of study. This aspect appealed to me because I didn't want to 
begin my career facing my own "national debt." Ax.d explore I did, much to thedisbelief of my 
instructors. I may not have discovered my true calling in those years, but I did discover some 
areas that both the instructors and I decided were not my forte. 

Third, the community college gave me the opportunity to grow. It was a good size, but 
it was not intimidating. I had the opportunity to become involved in many activities, to lead, 
to organize, and to express my views (a very important character flaw of a teenager). 

Finally, I chose the community college because of the quality. The instruction was 
challenging. The atmosphere was pleasant. The course offerings allowed me to explore, learn, 
and mature. 

Would I do it again? You bet! The community college experience is the best bargain in 
the United States. More people are taught, trained, and retrained in community colleges than 
in any other type of educational institution. That's why I am still involved. I want to make sure 
that the vision of the community college remains accessible and affordable to everyone...that 
we offer everyone the opportunity to grow...that we maintain the quality of the educational 

product. For after all, what we offer is opportunity — 
the opportunity to become your dream. 



Danny Uptmore graduated frorti McLennan 
Community College in 1969 with an 
associate's degree in science. He now lives 
in Waco, TX, and is a marketing represen- 
tative ivith Unisys Corporation. He has 
seen McLennan Community College from 
all angles— as a student, as president of the 
Student Government Association, as patl- 
time instructor, and as a member of the 
college's board of trustees for 10 years. 
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Berta Lee White 

Meridian Community College, MS 




I 



n the tenth grade, I terminated my education for marriage 
to a handsome young man, and I soon learned the impor- 
tance of education and in giving one's best to family, 
society, and government. 

Opportunities for learning and serving came through 4-H, 
followed by leadership roles in the church, civic clubs, and on 
boards of a local hospital and public library. I also became an 
executiv3 in a family-owned telephone business. 

I was elected to the Mississippi legislature, where I served 
12 years (four years in the House of Representatives and eight 
years in the Senate). It was not until after I became a grandmother 
that I entered Meridian Community College. 

First, I learned that MCC had a place for everyone, whatever the age, sex, color, or 
nationality. Everyone was special! Classmates were friends! During legislative sessions when 
I was late for night classes, a classmate took notes for me. Teachers helped after hours and 
weekends. In 196? I received my associate's in arts degree and later my bachelor's of arts and 
science degrees from the University of Southern Mississippi. 

Asoppor tunitieb arose, I fcU prepared to assume roles on theboards of the county, state, 
and American farm bureau federations. My confidence continued to build. In 1977 I was 
elected to the Board of Country Women's Council, USA and three years later to the Board of 
Associated Country Women of the World, an organization representing 68 countries and 
approximately nine million members. 

I received an invitation from Prebident Reagan to a luncheon at the White House in 
recognition of Anvrican Businesswomen in 1982 and the following year an invitation for my 
hubband and me from Prebident and Mrs. Reagan to a dinner at the White House honuiiug 
their international guasts. 

I was appointed by the Secretary of the U.S. Department of Agriculture to participate 
in three international trade missions. 1985 to Europe; 1986, Asia; and 1987, Hungary, Yugosla- 
via, and Turkey. 

My interest in other nationb expanded even 
more and I led a trade mission for AFB Women to 
Sweden, Austria, and Germany followed by a CWC- 
USA visit to Russia in 1988. This past September I 
berved with fellow members of CWC-USA as host to 
2,000 guests at the ACWW World Conference. 

In addinon to my family and friends, I owe 
much to MCC. Staff, teachers, and classmates helped 
prepare this high school d^'jp-out for a variety of 
opportunities to serve and contribute to my place in 
Who's Wlto of American Women and The World Wlto'b 
Who of Women. 



BeHa Lee White graduated from Meridian 
Comtmmity College in 1969 xuitfi m AS 
degi . e. S/w now lives in Meridian, MS, and 
recently retired as president of Hughes 
Telephone Company, Inc. Her contribu- 
tions to her community, government dtul 
society have come by wearing a variefy of 
hats: civic leader, state legislahr, business 
executive, and American representative in 
the Associated Country Women of the 
World. /4*? a result of these activities, sL 
has appeared in Who's Who of American 
Women and The World Who's Wjio of 
Women. 
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Jaleigh Jeff ers White 

Wabash Valley College, IL 

From my freshman year in high school I knew that I 
wanted to become a certified public accountant. My 
business teacher knew tha tl was interested in math and 
brought me several articles on public accounting and the increase 
in women in the field. 

By my senior year in high school I had decided to attend 
Sou thern Illinois Uni versi ty in Carbond ale. However, I did not feel 
that I was quite ready to leave home yet. I had a good job where I 
workod 20-30 hours a week, and I thoughtl could handle it and my 
studies too. I decided to attend Wabash Valley College for my first 
two years. It was the perfect stepping stone for me. ' 

I visited the advisers at SIU before la t tended Wabash Valley, and they helped me select 
my first two years' courses to be sure thatmy transition to a four-year institution would be as 
smooth as possible. 

All of my courses transferred, and I was even able to take many of the normal junior- 
and senior-level business courses at Wabash Valley where there was a small teacher-student 
ratio compared to the lecture-hall format at SIU. 

Wabash Valley provided the perfect transition forme togetmyfeet wet in several areas 
before going to a major university. At Wabash Valley I was involved in student government 
and the Model United Nations and was a participant in a scholarship pageant held on campus 
that eventually led me to the Miss America pageant two years later as Miss Illinois. 

I would encourage anyone to use junior colleges as a transition from high school to a 
four-year institution. They give you time to get used to the independence of a college schedule 
more gradually, and for many people junior colleges provide the time for making final career 
decisions. 

A few years ago I returned to Mt Carmel, and now Wabash Valley again plays a role 
in my life, I enjoy the cultural acti vi ties and sports activities the college sponsors. My husband 
and I usually take a class each year, from computer programming to weight lifting. For me, 
Wabash Valley College has become more than an educational institution I attended for two 

years;it isan integral partof our community and offers 
many opportunities we would not otherwise have 
available. 



Jaleigh Jeffers Wliitegradmtedfrom Wabash 
Valic]/ College in 1980 with a7i associate's 
degree in accounting. She now lives in Mt. 
Camel, lL,and is a certified public accoun- 
tant in the tax dqmrtment of Kemper CPA 
Group. At WVC she was involved in stu- 
dent government, the Model United Na- 
tions, and a scholarship pageant that even- 
tually led her to the Miss America pageant 
two years later as Miss Illinois. Addition- 
allyr she is a directo'' of the Chamber of 
Commerce and a member of many civic 
organizations. 
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Brenda Williams 

Marshalltown Community College, lA 




w 



hy go back to college at my age? After all, our three 
children are at the age to go to college themselves! 
It was hard to picture myself sitting in a 
classroom surrounded by 18- and 19-year-olds, but I decided to 
give it a try — one semester at a time. 

To my delight, and with the help of Marshalltown Commu- 
nity College's faculty as well as my newly acquired college friends 
and my family, I survived that first semester. I found that there 
were students my age — and even older than I — in my classes. The 
faculty was willing to help when I had a problem. There was a wide 
variety of classes to choose from. And, most of all, there were 
academic advisers who saw a potential in me that I myself couldn't see yet. 

At the end of that first semester I had made the grade and already had set my sights on 
not only the Professional Office Institute (POI) certificate, but also the associate degree. I 
couldn't believe it was the same me who just weeks before had been so apprehensive about 
going back to college. 

Not only does MCC offer a whole spectrum of classes in arts and sciences, career option 
programs, and vocational-technical programs, but the college also has many organizations 
that provide opportunities for student leadership, socialization, support, personal growth, 
and fun. In spite of my age, I jumped right into student government groups, faculty-student 
task force groups, the POI Club, and OWLS (a support group for Older Wiser Learners). I'm 
glad I took advantage of those opportunities, because they enriched my school experience, my 
lif:' outside of school, and even my family life. In addition, I experienced leadership opportu- 
nities I never would have been exposed to elsewhere. 

To others, taking the big plunge might not have seemed like such a giant step as it did 
to me. To others, MCC might seem like small po tatoes because it's only a two-year college. To 
me, it was the first positive boost I had ever had, and even though I now have a good job, the 
yearning to continue my education is real — and it's all because of MCC. 

Not only did this 40-plus-year-old get her associate degree with honors and her two- 
year clerical certificate, but she also earned the honor 
of being named "Outstanding Student" out of a class 
of 270 in May 1989. Thanks to institutions like MCC— 
and especially to MCC — people like me can still grow 
in many ways and succeed, no matter how old we are 
or what our goals are! 



Brenda Williams graduated from 
Marshalltown Community College in 1989 
with an A A degree and Professional Office 
Instituti vo-year certificate. She now 
live<i in Gilman, lA, and is an office assis- 
tant and staff coordimtor for Shorr Paper 
Products, Inc, She has sewed as a commu- 
nity volunteer and was active in student 
government groups, faculty -student task 
force groups, the POI Club and OWLS 
(Older Wiser Learners) while at MCC. She 
also was named "Outstanding Student" 
out of a class of 270 at her graduation in 
May 1989. 
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Wendell W.Williams 

South Florida Community College, FL 



I came to South Florida Community College as a 36-year-old 
college drop-out. I wanted to finish my bachelor's degree 
and to see if I could still do college-level work. I chose the 
community college for several reasons. I knew it had limited class 
sizes; it was a safe environment; it was close to home; and I could 
continue working full-time, which I needed to do since I was 
married and had a family. 

After high school I attended Rollins College in Orlando on 
a baseball athletic scholarship. During my junior year I withdrew 
due to financial reasons. When I finally got back to college, family 
obligations made a college degree almost prohibitive, but I came to 
South Horida Community College, where I found all the instructors to be top-drawer. After I 
gained my old confidence back and received an associate's degree, I could then transfer my 
credits to Rollins. I finally obtained a bachelor's degree in social science. 

I believe in the community college system. After high school, many students cannot 
afford to go to universities. With community colleges, all students have the opportunity to earn 
an associate degree or learn vocational skills. 

Because of my commitment to comnmnity colleges, I was appointed to the Board of 
Trustees at South Florida Community College. I held this position for eight or nine years and 
resigned only to accept appointment in 1983 as a charter meniber of the State Board of 
Community Colleges. I was its third chairman and have always been first and foremost a 
champion of the increased funding for community colleges to meet the needs of Florida's rapid 
growth. This has cercainly paid off, as every year the funding has significantly increased. 

Away from the community college scene, I am president of the W A. Williams Citrus 
Nursery, Inc. It is a family-owmed and -operated business of citrus groves and citrus produc- 
tion. I have been chosen as outstanding member of the Florida Nursery and Growers 
Association; Outstanding Trustee Board Member for the Florida Association of Community 
Coilegi^s; City Commissioner of Avon Park; and I have been appointed to Ihe Highlands 
County Zoning Board as well as several other city and civic organizations. 

I am proud to say that my three children are all community college graduates. 



Wendell W. Williams graduated from South 
Florida Community College in 1976 with 
an asscciate's degree in business. He now 
livesinAvonPark,FL,whereheispresident 
of the W./\. WilliamsCitrits Nursery, Itic, 
He has served as chairman of the Stale 
Board of Comnmnily Colleges, apast board 
member of South Florida Community Col- 
lege, and mmiber of the Avon Park City 
Council, 



193 



CHAPTER NINE 

Public Service 



ERIC 



1^5- 

1.94 



PUBLIC SERVICE 



Warren Abriel, Jr. 

Schenectady County Community College, NY 

I think deep down I always wanted to carry on the family 
tradition of becoming an Albany fire fighter. When I gradu- 
ated from Albany High School in 1967, 1 enrolled in college. 
My goal was to be an architectural draftsman — something! could 
do on my days off from the fire department. After a miserable first 
semester, I decided to enlist in the navy. 

After the service, I joined the Albany Fire Department. I 
soon realized I had to re turn to college and get my degree, this time 
in fire protection technology. 

The only program close to what I was looking for was 
offered at Schenectady County Community College. At the time, 
this curriculum was a certificate in fire science. The college hoped to offer the A AS in fire 
protection technology in the near future. Through efforts of the students in the program, we 
were successful in convincing the college that the need was there. 

I finished the courses in fire science with a perfect 4.0 average, but still hadn't taken the 
required liberal arts courses. I was gun shy from my previous college experience. With the 
urging of my adviser, the f acul ty of SCCC, and my wife, I started with the dreaded English I. 

With a little hard work, attending evening classes one or two nights a week and working 
two jobs, I completed my degree. After eight years, I finally finished with straight ''A's" and 
only one "B." I had reached my goal of an AAS degree and also scored well enough to be 
promoted to lieutenant. I'm sure the score on the lieutenant's exam had something to do with 
my studies at SCCC. 

At that time. Empire State College in Saratoga, a nontraditional college, began a degree 
in fire service administration. This program allowed me the flexibility to complete my school 
work around my other responsibilities. Since I had had such an enjoyable experience at 
Schenectady and Empire State, I continued my education and earned a master's degree in 
public administration from Russell Sage College. 

I am currently assistant chief in charge of training with the Albany Fire Department. I 
am also in charge of setting up our Hazardous Materials Response Team, which was the focus 
of my master's thesis. In addition, I serve as a tutor with Empire State College. After 15 years 
of study, I think I can offer the citizens of Albany something that they might not have other\ase 
had. 

Warren W. Abriel, Jr. graduated from 

Schenectady County Community College 

in 108O with a degree in fire protection 

technology, having earned a certificate five 

years earlier in the same field. He now 

makes his home in Albany, NY, and serves 

as that city's assistant fire chief. In addi- 
tion to contributing to the public welfare 

through his work with the fire department, 

he periodically tutors students at Empire 
^tate College. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Bonnie J. Allison 

Red Rocks Community College, CO 




ow high can a 40-year-old housewife reach? My 
steps started at Red Rocks Community College at a 
brown-bag lunch sponsored by its Worn en's Center. 
I was feeling extremely sorry for myself — my husband was suc- 
cessful at a new business, and the kids were leaving home and not 
needing me. The other women at the lunch listened to my plight, 
expressed some sympathy, and thensaid, ''Get on with yourlife — 
the opportunity ishere, at Red Rocks.'' I was counseled to seek the 
associate of arts degree. I did, and I also received the Colorado 
Scholar's Award— a repeat of an honor I'd been awarded in high 
school — only then I had chosen marriage instead. This was pretty 
heady stuff for an old lady. 

And how high did I reach? I started slowly by winning an Edge water, CO, city council 
election. I was still learning at Red Rocks— discipline: finishing the assignments, on time and 
in the correct form. I was developing confidence as my assignments received good grades; I 
was learning as the doors to the world's knowledge were unlocked. 

How high? Iran for office againandbecame the first woman to complete a mayor's term 
in Edgewater and be re-elected two times, once unopposed. 

Next, during my three terms in the Colorado House of Representatives, I had the 
opportunity to attend the Harvard Universi ty JohnF. Kennedy School of Government for State 
and Local Senior Executives. Me! Bonnie Allison from Edgewater. Pretty heady. 

How high? I was honored as Woman of the Year in 1979 by the Lakewood/Wieat Ridge 
Sentmel, the area newspaper. 

How high? I was elected state senator from my district, running unopposed in an open 
seat, which I now hold. 

lam the most proudof two accomplishments. First, before going to thestatehouse, I put 
into place the mechanism for the Urban Renewal Project in Edgewater. Today, 450 new jobs 
exist in my city, my county, and my state. Second, the Colorado Convention Center exists 
because I was willing to put all my energy into the legislation that will bring 2,200 jobs to 
Coloradoans and millions of dollars into our economy. 

Irememberanoldladyoncetellingme,''Beaccountable."Ihope lam. Andanother lady 
said to me, "Be good to the old lad> you'Ubesome day." Edgewater Plaza stands today, with 
79 units of elderly housing. 

And finally, Eleanor Rooseveltmade two state- 
ments that have become my creed: 

"You must do the things you think you cannot 

do/' 

"Do not ask [of] others what you are unwilling 
to do yourself." 



Bonnie J.Allison graduated from Red Rocks 
Community College in 1977 with an AA 
degree in history. She now lives in 
Edgewater, CO, whereasa three-term state 
legislator she has been instrumental in 
making possible urban rencival projects, 
subsidized health care for indigent patietits, 
andthecreationoftheColoradoConvetition 
Center, 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Catherine May Bedell 

Yakima Valley Community College, WA 

In retrospect, my whole life ties back to the years I spent at 
Yakima Valley Community College (then called Yakima 
Valley Junior College). That small two-year college was the 
door that opened on my future and influenced my decisions, my 
interests, aud my progress for a lifetime. 

It was 1934, and we were in the depths of the Depression; 
going away to college was financially impossible, and interrupting 
my education to look for a job that probably was not there was a 
heartbreaking alternative. Then the community college in my 
hometown opened, and so did my future. 

I didn't realize it at the time^ but everything that happened 
in my junior college years was prologue to the next 50 years. A very special teacher worked 
with my mother to show me how to open a magazine agency where I sold subscriptions by 
phone and mail, which made it possible for me to earn enough money to finish my education. 
Two teachers inspired me to an interest in English and speech. A particularly gifted teacher of 
economics and political science sparked a lifetime interest in government. From those roots of 
motivation, I became a teacher, a radio broadcaster, writer, and producer, and spent over 30 
years in elected and appointed offices at the state and federal levels. 

Thank God you were there, YVCC, to give me my first chance to a full, happy, and, I 
hope, useful life. I express that gratitude on my own behalf, and also on behalf of the millions 
of men and women throughout the United States who got their first chance at becoming 
successful, contributing citizens from community colleges. 




Catherine May Bedell graduated from 
Yakima Valley Commimity College in 1934 
with a degree in liberal arts. Now a resident 
of Palm Desert, CA, she has provided dis- 
tinguished service to our nationasa member 
of Congress and as commissioner of the 
L/.S. International Trade Commission, 
Since her retirement in 1981, she has been 
a lecturer-in-residence for colleges 
throughout the United States and overseas 
and has remained activeasan international 
trade consultant. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Roger Begin 

Community College of Rhode Island, RI 



Like many of my friends, I was unsure of what I wanted 
to do with my life when I graduated from high school. 
While it was expected that I would go on to college, I 
had nc definite career plans. 

In the fall of 1972 I did two things that would change the 
course of my life: I enrolled at the Community College of Rhode 
Island (then known as Rhode Island Junior College), and I decided 
to run for elected office. 

While a student at CCRI, I was elected to the Rhode Island 
stJitelegislature.Thefirsttimelcastaballotlwasvotingformyself! 
I ended up winning that race, and for the next four years I took 
classes in the morning and tried to put into practice what T learned at the state house in the 
afternoon. It was an exciting time, and it mude my leaming experience at CCRI all the more 
meaningful. 

During my two years at CCRI, I had the chance to explore a number of fields of study. 
Thanks to the support and guidance of the faculty and staff of that fine institution, I discovered 
I had a strong interest in business. 

Uoon graduation in 1974, I continued my education at Bryant College, where I 
eventually received a bachelor's degree in business administration and began a career in 
banking. 

Much has changed since I made the decision to attend the community college. In 1984 
I decided to enter government service on a full-time basis and was elected state treasurer. In 
1988 1 was elected lieutenant governor of Rhode Island. 

In all my years in public office, the confidence and sense of direction I received during 
those formativeyears at CCRIhave helped encourage meto reach outand seeknewchallenges. 
That experience is something for which I will always be grateful. 




Roger N. Begin graduated front the Com- 
munity College of Rhode I$la*id in 1974. 
He now lives in Providence, Rl and is the 
I ieutenant governor of his state, Hisagenda 
of issues for thepeople of Rhode Island inhis 
first temt includes environmental protec- 
tion, services to families and children, and 
affordable higher education for all citizens. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Bradley Brigham 
Greenfield Community College, MA 




I enrolled at Greenfield Community College in a blur— in a 
thick fog of confusion, self-doubt, and fear. I did this 
immediately after high school and less than two years after 
becoming a paraplegic as a result of a motorcycle accident. No 
particularcareerprogram or areaofacademicdiscipline especially 

appealed to me; I knew only that higher education was beneficial 
in and of itself and that I neither wanted nor was able to perform 
manual labor. My secondary school grades and aptitude test 
scores were only mediocre, ostensibly due to a lack of personal 
initiative, proper discipline, and adequate study habits. I was 
suDDOsedlv bright— at least the majority of my teachers' reports 
over the years pointed to my potential for scholastic achievement. But without ever having 
applied rnyself in a sustained and serious fashion, the prospect of failure at GCC was a sobering 
thought as I embarked on my coursework in the fall of 74. 

The fear of failure—of being exposed ds intellectually deficient— stirred me into such a 
frenzy that I did little more than study during my first semester. Fortunately, this nervous 
diligence paid off, as my work earned high marks as well as praise and encouragement from 
my instructors. Needless to say, this was a euphoric time. As I became more assured of my 
ability subsequent semesters at GCC found me enrolling in progressively more challenging 
courses. Duririg this time I was especially flattered-and bolstered-to be asked to work m the 
Learning Skills Center as a tutor. 

The final phase in my metamorphosis came in the form of two acceptance letters: one 
from Amherst College and one from Williams College-two four-year liberal arts institutions 
with rigorous academic admissions requirements. I decided on Amherst for my bachelor s 
degree and after a hiatus of four years, Williams for my master's degree./ 

The success of my tenure at GCC was made possible in large measure by the extreme 
friendliness and ready availability of the faculty and staff. Their cominitment tocreating a 
supportive and producrive environment cannot be praised too highly. I think of GCC as an 
incubator that brought me to life and nurtured me in new and wonderful directions. 



Bradley Brigham graduated from Greenfield 
Community College in J976 with a degree 
in criminal justice. He now lives in Colrain, 
MA, and works for both the STAVROS 
Foundation and Historic Deerfield. After 
becoming a paraplegic during the prime of 
his life, he has dedicated himself to public 
service and notv participates in numerous 
community organizations. 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



William M. Burke 

Norwalk Coinmunity College, CT 




w 



ithout question, the years I spent at Norwalk Com- 
munity College provided many of the highlights of 
- - . college life. It was during these formative years 
that I received the encouragement, support, and education that 
strengthened my academic pursuits and motivated me to achieve 
At Norwalk Community College I was encouraged by the 
faculty and administration to pursue leadership positions in stu- 
fn^Tl T' P^^sident of the studentgovernment and editor- 
n-chief of the college paper, I had access to many leaders within 
he college, the city of Norwalk, and the state of Connecticut But 
Coneseg„ 

education from the University of MassaclruseHs at AmliersT Wilhlhesrd^ree^ P^^^^^^^ 
of our l^l'erp^^^aTandlri'a^,^^^^ 

leaders. This program's enrollment includes many students from community?onem 

pSo^LScr^sroSr^^^ 

principles that the community colleges throughout 
the country have inspired in them. I again applaud the 
work of our nation's community colleges and thank 
Norwalk Community College in particular for ignit- 
ing that spark that enabled me both to lead and to 
serve others. 



VfiUtam M. Burke gradua ted from Norwalk 
Cotttmunity College in 1967 with a degree 
maccounting. He nowlives in Alexandria, 
VA, where he is president and founder of 
the Washington Center for Internships and 
Academic Seminars. This center is the 
largest independent nonprofit educational 
organization enabling students to earn 
college credit for inlernshifi and academic 
scnwiars in the nation's capital. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Guy Cameron 

Laramie County Community College, WY 




In August 1976 1 started my college days a t Laramie County 
Community College, playing basketball on a scholarship 
and carrying a class load of 18 hours, majoring in business 
administration. 

I was anxious and excited to begin school. I was determined 
to make short work of the next two years a tLCCC. Little did I know 
that the classes at the college level would be more intense and 
would take morededication than I had putforth in previous years. 
Beforelonglfoundmyself falling behind in classes, with basketball 
taking up a lot of time that should have been spent studying. 

Prior to the end of the fall semester, I gave up. I just quit, 
determined to prove to mysel and anyone else that I could be successful without a degree. I 
found myself unable to find a good job andended up paying anagency to findmeemployment. 

Four months later, while I was selling shoes, my psychology instructor. Rex Karsten, 
came to visit me about going back to school. What I won't forget about that visit is that Rex 
became more than an instructor— he became a close friend who was concerned about the 
choices I had made for myself and my future. But more important and memorable. Rex did not 
try to pressure me into doing Sv lething I didn't want to do. 

I went back to school, which wasn't easy. I was going back to something I had failed 
once, letting down people who were counting on me, such as my parents, a basketball program, 
and myself. 

As for Rex Karsten and Joe Phelan, a physical education instructor, their guidance did 
not cease with my re-entry into the community college system. I can't thank them enough for 
their professionalism as instructors and the individual time they each took to help me. 

I graduated in 1981 with an associate degree in fire science and again in 1983 with an 
associate's degree in business. 

I feel strongly today that had I been at a four-year institution, I would have been just a 
statistic. The opportunity that Laramie County Community College gave me to achieve an 
education right in my hometown and the individual attention and commitment of its dedicated 
faculty are truly the marks of a quality institution. 

Representing Laramie County in the Wyoming Legislature gives me the rare opportu- 
nity to make my vote count for Wyoming's future, and I don't think that could be possible 

without remembering my roots. 



Cuy Cameron graduated from Laramie 
County Communily College in 1981 with a 
degree in fire science—and then again in 
1 983 in business administration. He lives in 
Cheyenne, WY, where he serves as a 
firefighter and member of the state legisla- 
t ure. One of his state's youngest legislators, 
he has dedicated himself to entmncing tlic 
political and economic status of families 
through education at all levels. 
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Mona Lisa Eleando 
Central Arizona College, AZ 




I 



was raised on the White Mountain ApacheNation.1 am the 
third child in my family to go to college, but the first to 
graduate from a junior college with an associate's degree. 
Leaving the Apache Nation to attend college in the small 
town of Coolidge, AZ, was one of the most difficult things I have 
encountered. Put the encouragement from my parents kept me 
from changing my mind. 

My first day at Central Arizona College was a frightening 
experience. I wanted to turn around and be among all Indian 
students, as I w?s at Phoenix Indian High School. I was very shy, 
but! knew I had to interact with students from other cultures ifl 
was to survive college life. 

My first year at CAC was a big shock, ye t challenging. Two special instructors, Dorothy 
Bray and Margaret Mizer, were all my reason to be there. Their v;ords of encouragement to stay 
and to pursue to my highest ability made all the difference. In addition, the counseling 
department was there to help me when I really needed ;hat extra boost. 

As I began to adjust to campus life, things were axuch easier. I staited to communicate 
with all the students — Black, White, or Mexican. I also learned to take initiative to findoutwhat 
the college activities were and how to become part of them. Throughout the year, I became 
involved with the Indian Organization and worked as a peer advocate for the college. 

When I graduated in 1982, 1 found that CAC had given me a desire to leam more, and 
I attended Mesa Community College and Arizona State University for one semester each. At 
that point my financial resources were exhausted. I returned to the reservation and worked as 
an outreach counselor, teacher's assistant, and camp director. Presently, I am the tribal vice 
chairman — community liaison for the tribe. 

Central Arizona College had a great impact on my life. I changed from a shy person to 
an outgoing individual. I can communicate effectively with people on many different levels. 
If CAC had not prepared me, I would not be where I am today. 

I am pleased to say thati was recognizedas an Outstanding Young Woman of America 
in 1988. This is very rewarding to me, and I attribute this to CAC, as the college has encouraged 
and motivated me to succeed. 

Believe me, college life is not easy, but giving it a try is better than not trying at all. Be 
a role model and be the best you can be. Good things will come out of your education if you 
make it a priority. Good Luck! 



Mom Lisa Elcatido graduated from Cen- 
tral Arizom College in 1982 witha degree 
hi liberal arts and now lives in Whiterivcr, 
AZ, She is a community liaison for her 
Apache tribe and ivas chosen as an Out- 
standing Young Vloman of America in 
1988, She has also contributed tohercom- 
munity as a teachers assistant, secretary, 
camp director, and counselor. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Roger L. Evans 

Clark State Community College, OH 



After graduating from the public school system,! wanted 
to attend college but did not do so for financial rea- 
sons. After graduation lenteredtheU.S. Armed Forces 
and served six years' active duty and two years' rv. serve duty from 
September 1954 through August 1962. 

Upon leaving military service, I worked in a foundry to 
support my wife and two children. Remaining at the foundry only 
nine months, I worked for the U.S. Post Office for three months 
before beginning my career in law enforcement on October 21, 
1963. 

In the fall of 1968 1 entered Clark State Community College 
and became one of the lirst of 17 students in the new law enforcement progra*.. Going back 
to school at the age of 32 and working full-time as a police officer seemed at first to be an 
impossible task, but the enthusiastic support of my family and the college's faculty and staff 
contributeci greatly to my graduating with honors in June 1971. 

My experiences at Clark State were extremely beneficial to my career and whetted my 
appetite for more knowledge. My quest for excellence in my chosen profession began there. I 
becameonly thethirdmember of theSpringfieldPoliceDepartment to be selected toattend and 
graduate from the FBI National Academy. I also attended several other schools and success- 
fully completed various courses, including Adelphi University Community Drug Awareness 
Team courses. Northwestern University Police Command School, and the Federal Bureau of 
Narcotics and Dangerous Drug Enforcement program. 

The discipli nes I was exposed to at Clark State Community College prepared me to meet 
and deal with the many challenges public service presents. I fully believe that what I learned 
at Clark State helped me overcome the hurdles I have faced in being chief of police. My 
accomplishments in the field of law enforcement and community service have permitted me 
to help others become successful in their careers and lives as well. 




Roger L Evatis graduated from Clark State 
Community College in 1971 with a degree 
in law enforcement and now lives in 
Springfield, OH. As chief of police for the 
Springfield Police Department, he is a 
community leader and role model to many 
people. He isagraduateof theFBlNadonal 
Academy and also studied in the Adelphi 
University Community Drug Awareness 
Team, Northwestern University Police 
Command School and the Federal Bureau 
of Narcotics and Dangerous Drug En- 
forcement program. 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



Charles E. Ford 
Lansing Community College, MI 




I 



was an All-Si ^ athlete at J.W. Sexton High School in 
Lansing, MI, and received the Darrel E. Rolfe Award, a 
special student athlete award. One of my goals was to play 
basketball in college, but everybody told me I was a little small. 
Lansing Community College Coach Art Frank came see me, and 
that was my beginning at Lansing Community College, where I 
was the nation's leading basketball scorer, averaging 36 points per 
game. At LCCI studied tobe a math teacher and a coach, and I will 
never forget Bill Petry, my math instructor at LCC He and I hit it 
off, and we are real friends. 

I had visions of going on to a four-year college and continu- 
ing my studies to be a math teacher. I thought much of this dream was ended when in the 
twelfth game of the season in my final year at LCC I broke my leg and could hardly walk for 
two years. Therel was at 84 credits and practically suicidal. My grades had been up and I was 
playing well, and now I didn't know what to do. 

After finally getting my cast off, I qui t LCC and worked full-time for two years. But peer 
pressure finally began to get to me: in 1976 it dawned on me that all my friends weie beginning 
to graduate from collegeand I wasn't in collegeanymore. Friendly competition isal ways good, 
and I began to realize that athletics are only a supplement to education, not the other way 
around. ^ 

I called Art Frank, and he was right there knockmg on my door. I began to see that the 
world was still turning. I finished my six credits at LCC, and with Art's help ended up with a 
full basketball scholarship to Northwood Institute. I was captain of the basketball team there 
and graduated wi th a bachelor's degree in business administration. 

From Northwood Institute I went on to Michigan State University, where I earned my 
master's degree in labor and industrial relations in December 1982. 1 entered Cooley Law 
School in 1984 and passed my bar exam in May 1989. 1 graduated in two years and seven 

months,earningthedesignationofMostDistinguishedGraduatingSenioroutof 101 students. 
This designation is awarded for academic performance and leadership characteristics. I was 
president of the Black Students Association and senator of the class. 

Serving an internship that gave me the opportunity to work 16 weeks with senior 
ci tizens fi t righ t into my posi tion wi th the Depar tmen t 
of Transportation, where I have continued to work 
since 1972. How proud I was when I earned the 
American Jurisprudence for Collective Bargaining. 

Serving my community and my state remains 
my highest priority, and I was recently elected to the 
Lansing City Council. I have a wonderful future with 
many doors of opportunity open, and this stems from 



the people who cared at Lansing Community College. 



Charles E. Ford graduated from Lansing 
Communily College in 1974 with a degree 
in general education and now lives in 
Lansing, ML He is a state executive at the 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
and a member of the Lansing City Council. 
As an all-state basketball player at LCC, he 
led the nation in scoring; meanwhile, he 
served as both a student senator and 
president of the Black Students Associtt- 
tion. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Hov/ard Godwin 

South Florida Community College, FL 



I entered South Horida Community College with the cavalier 
attitude of a high school sophomore, believing that I could 
build my race car, play semi-pro football, and continue to 
woiis. in the family groves, with my college work simply falling 
into place. After all, that's what had happened in high school. I was 
shocked when I was suspended for poor grades. My plans had 
always included a bachelor's degree in criminology, for I had 
decided when I was 12 that I wanted to be a sheriff and had held 
to that idea. Now I was totally disappointed as well as frightened. 

I immediately petitioned and was reaccepted by the school 
and, for the first time, I saw SFCC for what it really was, a family 
waiting to aid and assist me. This was an important turning point in my life. The entire staff, 
which was very small, helped me. They taught me how to study, new methods of comprehen- 
sion, and what work responsibility meant both in and outside of class. From that time on, 
everything became easier for me. I received my associate degree, went on to the University of 
South Florida for my bachelor's, and then, my greatest joy, I went to work as a deputy sheriff. 
By this time, ihanks to SFCC, I realized the true value of education and was able to properly 
align my priorities. While working as a deputy, I completed my master's degree al Rollins 
College. 

I campaigned for sheriff and was elected this pas t year. I have worked hare er and been 
happier than at any other time of my life. I hope to be a part of bringing the best sheriff's office 
in the state of Florida to Highlands County and to serve the people here for as long as they need 
me. 




Howard Godwin graduated from South 
Fhrida Community College in 1 976 with a 
uioree in kw enforcement and now lives in 
Sebring, FL After serving as a deputy 
sheriff and earnmg a masters degree, he 
recently won election to the position of 
sheriff of Highlands County, FL In this 
capacity, he has been an outstanding latv 
enforcement officer and has been extremely 
active in church and civic activities. 
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Dwight Henry 

Cleveland State Community College, TN 

Simply stated, Cleveland Sta te Community College made 
it possible for me to continue my education and helped 
me to believe in myself. Cleveland State's open-door 
policy and low tuition gave an ambitious but unfocused 18-year- 
old from ^he housing projects an opportunity. No one in my family 
had ever gone to college. Later, both my sister and mother would 
be beneficiaries of the same wonderful experience. 

Cleveland State prepared me well for the academics of a 
four-year institution. Never did I feel deprived or deficient for 
having attended a community college. My professors were gener- 
ally very caring and encouraging. 
My interest in government was sparked at Cleveland State. My involvement in the 
student government association would plant the seed for future roles as mayor of Cookeville, 
TN, and as a member of the Tennessee House of Representatives. Success at Cleveland State 
gave me a positive self-image, enhanced hope, optimism, and self-confidence. 

As the years roll by, one tends to reflect on past decisions and wonder, 'What if?'' It has 
been over 16 years since my student days at Cleveland State. Now, more than ever, I realize that 
attending a community college was a very good decision. Thunk the Lord for those two years 
of growth and inspiration. 

Cleveland State, I will be forever grateful. 




Dwight Henry gradmted from Cleveland 
State Community College in 1976 with a 
degreeitihistoryandnowlivesinCookeville, 
TN. He isa Tennessee State Representative 
and president of Manna Broadcasting Co, 
In 1985 hewas elected mayor of Cookeville 
and helped initiate "CookevilleTomorrow" 
an award'xvinning effort addressing hous- 
ing and road projects. 
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David Mathis 

Mohawk Valley Community College, NY 




As a teenager, I did not consider myself college material. 
Too often both my elementary and high school guid- 
ance counselors failed to encourage me to consider 
college. In my case I was not only an average student, but also a 
Black. 

In the '60s, Blacks and other minority high school students 
were not encouragedto go to college unless they were exceptional 
in athletics. Most of the rest were pushed toward vocational 
training. College was something I did not really think about; no 
one in my family had even graduated from high school. I was the 
first. 

After graduating from high school in 1966, 1 went to work as a mailroom clerk. After 
meeting college-educated white collar workers, I began to realize that they were not much 
different from myself. Then, the thought followed thatif Ididnot want to stay in the mailroom 
for the rest of my life, I would have to try college. Since my employer had a program that paid 
for college courses, I gave it a try. 

I took my first college course at Mohawk Valley Community College in the fall of 1966. 
My first experience at college was successful. I was convinced that I could compete, and after 
10 evening courses, I took a leave from my job (never to return) and became a full-time student 
at MVCC 

After I graduated from MVCC in 1970, with an AAS degree in retail business manage- 
ment, I enrolled at Utica College of Syracuse University and graduated cum laude in 1972 with 
a BS degree in economics. 

Today, I am director of employment and training for Oneida County, and I have been 
a trustee of Mohawk Valley Community College since 1977. In the 19 years since leaving 
MVCC, I have served my community as a member of over 25 civic and community boards of 
directors. 

Ail that I have become and will ever be, I owe to the education I received at Mohawk 
Valley Community College. MVCC showed me that a community college could be for 

everyone, including an average Black high school 
student. 



David Mathis graduated from Mohawk 
Valley Community College in 1970 with a 
degree in retail business management and 
now lives in Utica, NY. He is director of 
employment and training for Oneida 
County and has served as chairman of the 
MVCC Board of Trustees and president of 
thelltica School Board simultaneously. He 
has also been chair of the Minority Issues 
Committee of the New York State School 
Board Association and executive commit- 
tee member of the Associations of Boards of 
Trustees of SUNY Cot) nity Colleges. 



209 



£07 



PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Carmen Miranda-Jones 

Salem Community College, NJ 




I 



can recall, as far back as when I was a young student in 
Puerto Rico, always enjoying school more than anything 
else I did. I especially remember my dreams of attending 
the University of Puerto Rico on a full scholarship awarded to me 
for my high scholastic achievements. Then, in 1962, my parents 
decided to move to the U.S. mainland. I didn't want to go. I felt that 
learning a new language while adjusting to a new culture would 
affect my future educational goals. But I had no choice in the 
matter; I had to go. 

As I had predicted, I suffered a setback. I had some prob- 
lems learning the language, but I persevered and was able to get 
along quite well after a year. As I was preparing to finish high school, I sought the advice of the 
high school counselor to begin my college application plans. However, instead of advice, I 
received a devastating blow. 

The counselor advised me not to attend college. He thought I would probably not make 
it because my "accent was still too heavy." According to him, college was "a different ball- 
game," and I would find college professors to be not as tolerant as high school teachers. He 
instead advised me to enroll in business school and take clerical courses, which would 
guarantee me a "nice, steady job." Guess what? I took his advice! 

Yet, as time went on, and I kept successfully completing the clerical courses — which, by 
the way, were all in English — began to wonder about the counselor and his wise advice. In 
1980 I stopped wondering, challenged myself, and enrolled as a business administration 
student at Salem Community College. 

As a s tuden t, I did far better than I had been led to believe I would, all thanks to the SCC 
professors who I found were very tolerant, understanding, and empathetic. They took me in. 
They helped me explore and recognize abilities that I was no t even aware I had. They made me 
realize that I was indeed "college material," regardless of my accent. In fact, they encouraged 
me to keep my accent as a distinction of my language and culture. 

SCC provided the hope and the right outlet for self-expression and -actualization. Its 
professors and staff became my facilitators. They provided me with an educational vehicle of 
which I took full command of steering. That vehicle led me onto a fantastic road paved with 
learning experiences, from which I am yet to recover! I am presently pursuing a master's degree 
in student-personnel counseling services at Glassboro State College. And I know it will not end 
there! 

Learning is truly lifelong, especially when there 
are people who care about you. Thank you all for caring. 
Thanks also to my parents for their wise and timely 
decision. And to that high school counselor, wherever 
you are, thank you, too! The road has been long, but all 
learning is worthwhile! 



Camien Miranda-]ones graduated from 
Salem Community College in 1983 with a 
degree in business administration and now 
lives in Vineland,N}. Sheisnotoanassis- 
tant manager of recruitment for the United 
States Census and i$ involved on a volun- 
tary basis with developing and coordinat- 
ing a homeless prevention program. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Jimmy E Moore 

Washtenaw Com.nunity College, MI 

After completing the requirements for graduation from 
high school in 1959, I began to seek employment 
because I thought I would not be able to obtain a 
college education due to my parents' financial status. Scholarships 
were few, very competitive, and distributed in a biased fashion in 
those years. I found employment in a low-paying, unfulfilling 
position, got married, and started a family. 

In the winter of 1961, 1 was appointed a police patrol officer 
with the Ypsilanti Police Department. Up until my appointment, 
few minorities ever held such positions in thecity for any length of 
time. 

After a few years, I began to feel the need for additional education, but I feared being 
in an environment competing with younger individuals.This feeling was pushed aside, where 
it remained dormant for years. 

Socially, I found myself with people who were enrolled in community colleges. After 
many conversations with them and the untiring support of my family, I took that fearful step 
and enrolled also. 

In the fall of 1976, 1 enrolled in the criminal justice program at Washtenaw Community 
College. To my surprise, I was welcomed in the setting by both students and professors. The 
intellectual experience and the creative encouragement of the professors nurtured my ambi- 
tion to reach upwards in my profession as well as my desire for more information. 

I graduated with honors after two short years of night classes at Washtenaw Commu- 
nity College, and without hesitation I enrolled in a senior college. Soon thereafter, I received 
a bachelor of science degree in criminal justice with honors from Madonna College in Livonia, 
MI. 

My experiences at Washtenaw Community College jjrepared me for future profes- 
sional goals. I received several promotions and in the spring of 19781 became the first African- 
Americanever to be appointed to thepositionof chief of police for the city of Ypsilanti.Iretired 
from that position in the winter of 1986 after 25 years of law enforcement service. 

I am now the owner of a successful full-service private investigation agency in Ann 
Arbor, MI. 

All of this is owed to the Xollege of Hope'' for without it, where would I be? 



JimmyFMooregradmied from Washtenaw 
Commiinit}/ College in 1977 with a degree 
in criminal justice and now lives in 
Ypsilanti, ML Currently aprivate investi- 
gator, he is a former policeman and retired 
chief of police in Ypsilanti, He conceptual- 
ized a master plan for the state of Michigan 
resultingin theadoption of its Sctiool Liaison 
Program. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Mary Musgrave 
McLennan Community College, TX 



I 



I 



n the spring of 19771 decided to go to college. For many 
people thatwouldn'thavebeena momentous decision,but 
at age 25 and after having worked for the state of Texas for 
five years, it was a decision that changed everything aboutmy life. 
I was living in Austin and could have attended the University of 
Texas, but it was a world unto itself, and I'd never even setfooton 
the campus, let alone thought of attending such a massiveinstitu- 
tion. Instead, I chose to move back to my hometown of Waco, TX, 
and attend McLennan Community College in hopes of attaining 
an associate's degree. 

My mother still denies thinking that I'd lost my senses 
when she heard I was quitting a perfectly good job to go back to school. Neither of my p aren ts 
completed high school, and my older brother attended college for only a few semesters. In 
looking back on the decision to better myself, the primary reason that I am where I am today 
is due to my decision to attend a community college. I'd have been lost at a larger school and 
probably would never have received all the personal encouragement that MCC provided me. 

The night to register for my first semester coincided with an inf/equent Texas ice storm, 
and thus my first experience with college was late registration. I knew no one who was 
attending MCC at that time, so the selection of a class, "American History 1865-Present," was 
the start of my climb up the ladder to success. The instructors didn't care that I was an "older 
than average" student (which really wasn't true when "old" evening students and "young" 
day students were averaged out). They encouraged me to achieve my goal of getting an 
associate degree and then going on for higher goals, eventually receiving a master of library 
and information science degree from UT- Austin, that massiveinstitution that five years earlier 
I would have been scared to attend. Through MCC and the community college environment, 
I learned that almost anything is possible. 

I will be forever thankful to the faculty and staff at McLennan Community College for 
giving me the thance to become a librarian. They helped me to see past the self-doubts and 
gavemeanexcellentfoundationformyworkinpubliclibraries. Today, I often have the chance 
to return some of the knowledge they instilled in me as I assist library patrons who are 
beginning or resuming their climb up the educational ladder. Now, it is my turn to pass on the 
encouragement that I received, and I hope that somewhere down the road those people will 
do the same for others who follow on their own path to success. 



Mary Musgrave graduated in 1980 from 
McLennan Community CoUegezvith a de- 
gree in sociology and is now living in 
DeSoto, TX. She is a librarian at DeSolo 
PublicUbraryandxncepresidentlpresident' 
elect of the University of Texas at Austin 
School of Library and Information Science 
Ahtmni Association, 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Donn M. Peevy 

Gainesville College, GA 




In May 1990 the oldest of my children, Shannon, graduated 
from high school. She is a good student, polite, well be- 
haved, courteous, concerned, and caring for the well-being 
of her friends and fellow man. Her friends not only find her 
attractive, but also honest ai\d dependable. 

Though Shannon is a good student, a scholar she is not. 
Though she is warm and personable to her close friends and 
family, an extrovert she is not. Though she is courteous and well 
behaved, helpful and dependable, a leader she is not. And though 
she had good grades in high school, college is not in her immediate 

future plans. 

Eventhoughtodaylholdabachelor'sofsciencedegreeandjurisdoctordeeree,practice 
law, and serve m the Georgia Sta te Senate, where! chair a standing senate judiciary con^imittee, 

today^'^ ""^ ^^^"""^ '^^'^ "° differently from that of my daughter's 

Tliere are "born" scholars and "born" leaders, or so I've been told, and there are those 
exceptional people deserving of academic or athletic scholarships, and there are also those 
born to families financially capable of providing the resources for higher education at almost 
any inshtution of higher learning. I have no qualms with any of those who are so lucky or 
exceptional. ^ 

But therearesome of us who areon a different track. Some may call ita slow track, some 
may call ns late bloomers, but we march to the beat of a different drummer. Though in many 
ways we are very ordinary, I like to think of us as special. 

Westart late westrugglelonger, we workharder, we know we' re further behind. Itmay 
be for a hundred different reasons; being painfully shy like Shannon (as w as I); or being reared 
in a home where academics were not encouraged; or perhaps some physical or economic 
drawback. Whatever the reason, community colleges are special places for ordinary people 
seeking something more in life. r r y peupie 

Community colleges are special because they are just that, colleges for the community 

forpeoplewholiveinthecommunity,workinthecommunity,andwhoareandwillcontribute 
to thecommumty. Gainesville College was such aspecial place for me more than 20years ago 
I m sure, sh ould she so choose, it will be so for Shan non and all those other special people who 
— realize extraordinary achievements from ordinary 

beginnings in special community colleges. 



Donn M. Peevy graduated from Gainesville 
Collegein 1971 withadegree inliberalarts 
and now lives in hiwrencevilk, CA. A 
former police officer and assistant to Con- 
gressmanEdJenkinsin Washington, Peevy 
is now a Georgia statesemtor and member 
of the board of directors of the Gwinnett 
County Chamber of Cortimerce. He also 
assisted with the fundraising campaign for 
the Gainesville College Foundation. 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



Michael F. Propes 

Chemeketa Community College, OR 

As a high school student, I had my first contact with 
Chemeketa Community College through trade classes 
offered in high school. Upon my high school gradu- 
a tion in 1973, 1 enrolled at Oregon Sta teUniversity in construction 
engineering under a football scholarship program. Due to injuries 
and three serious surgeries, I was unable to continue my studies.^ 
I worked with my father opera ting our treefarm and heavy^"^ 
construction business. We were Polk County Tree Farmers of the 
Year for 1974. 

When the opportunity arose for me to enter the forestry 
program at Chemeketa in 1978, the practical experience I had 
gained on our tree farm and construction business complemented the excellent forestry 
program there. I served as the student representative on Chenneketa's Forest Products 
Advisory Committ£-e. Upon graduation in 1980, as the Outstanding Forestry Student, I was 
appointed to the Forest Products Advisory Committee as an industry representative. 

The continued support and encouragement of the Chemeketa staff who nominated me 
for an Outstanding Young Man of America Award in 1981 have been instrumental in my 
success. 

After graduation from Chemeketa I worked— simultaneously— as tree farm manager, 
forestry consultant, and broker of forest land. I also developed the fores t products curriculum 
at our local high school and taught there for two years. For now, servii\g on the Polk County 
Board of Commissioners is a full-time job in itself. 

Chemeketa also continued to play an important role in my family's life. In 1985 my wife, 
Pam, enrolled in the criminal justice program at Chemeketa. Upon graduation in 1987 she 
immediately went to workfor theOregonStateDepartmentofCorrections.Our children, Jason 
and Amy, have been supportive of our education. They help on thef amily Chris tmas tree farm 
and are looking forward to becoming Chemeketa students. Chemeketa Community Collegeis 
truly a family affair. 

This year as a Polk County Commissioner, I had the honor of taking part in the 
dedication of The Academy Building in Dallas, OR. This is a joint venturebetween Chemeketa 
and Polk County governments and was started when I was a memberof the board of directors 
forChemeketa. As a board member, I strongly supported this action. Thishistoricbuilding was 
saved from demolition and renovated to house the 
Chemeketa Dallas Center and offices for Polk County 
government— an example of local governments 
working together for the betterment of the commu- 
nity. 

Yes, Chemeketa certainly has made it possible 
for me to be successful and to serve the public in my 
positions as a volunteer and as an elected official. 

Thank you, Chemeketa Community CoUegel 
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Michael F. Propes graduated from 
Chemeketa Community College in 1980 
with a decree in forestry and now lives in 
Sheridan, OR. He is a Polk County com- 
missioner and an active community and 
public serviceleader on economic develop- 
ment projects. His knowledge and dedica- 
tion to his communities and schools have 
been acknowledged by several special 
awards, 



PUBLIC SERVICE 



Duane ScMelke 

Niagara County Community College, NY 




Well-intentioned high school ''guidance'' led to my 
pursuitof an engineering degree. Statistically, good 
performance in the math and science college prepa- 
ratory track and on standardized tests enables admission into 
universities of choice and provides for likely completion. Being 
what they are, however, there is always the down side of averages. 
Disenchanted with the rigors of extremely challenging and seem- 
ingly abstiact studies, I left to seek more satisfying pursuits. 

lenrolled part-timeatNiagaraCountyCommunity College, 
seeking a more meaningful outcome. However, leaving full-time 
study at the prime age of 19-and-a-half during the peak of the 
military draft meant otherwise; namely, induction into the Army. Ironically, those same math 
and science aptitudes qualified me for training in the art of gunnery and a subsequent tour of 
duty in field artillery in South Vietnam. A lifetime of worldly experience was compressed into 
a 14-month stint. 

Upon return with humanitarian interests in hand, I re-enrolled at NCCC part-time 
evenings, flipping burgers full-time to fund day-to-day requirements in the adjustments of 
returning to the world. I found a student body composed of both first- time students and those 
returning after being first engaged in raising families, unskilled employment, or, like myself, 
military service. This breadth of backgrounds provided an enriching environment, nurtured 
by a faculty who acknowledged the dual responsibilities of many evening students. 

I chose a career in human services after sampling courses along the way to an associate 
degree. Bachelor'sand master's degrees followed, again whilel was employed. From an entry- 
level position at a no nprofit social service agency, I advanced to chief executive officer and then 
associate executive of its state association, one of the largest nonprofit organizations in the 
country. NCCC not only fostered the formulation of meaningful career goals but also served 
as an essential element in the foundation required to achieve them. 

My affiliation with NCCC was rekindled along the way as I was invited to participate 
as an adviser and then as an instructor in a new rehabilitation services curriculum. While I was 
preparing graduates for community service jobs working with persons with disabilities, 

NCCC was a pioneer in the movement of community 

colleges to orient their missio ns to parallel the needs of 
their immedia te communities. 

For me, it afforded the rare opportunity to give 
back some of the benefits I once received. After seven 
years of teaching and helping the program flourish, I 
sadly departed to relocate, but with the comfort in 
knowing affairs were in good hands. 



Duane Schielke graduated from Niagara 
Count/ Community College in 1 974 with a 
degree in liberal arts and now lives in Gar- 
rison, NY, He is the associate executive 
director of the United Cerebral Palsy As- 
sociation of Neil) York State and a member 
of the National Rehabilitation Association, 
the American Association of Menial Retar- 
dation, the Association of Medical Reha- 
bilitation Directors and Coordinators, and 
the New York State Association of Com- 
munity Residence Administrators. 
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Marilyn Shuey 

Windward Community College, HI 




I 



always wanted to go to college. Instead, I went to work as 
a clerk-typist right out of high school and married the 
foUowingyear. I was following the life plan laid out for girls 
and boys in the small Missouri town where I grew up. Girls were 
expected to get married by 21. Boys should get the college educa- 
tion if a family could afford it, because they would be supporting 
their own families early-1950s style. Twenty years later, I was to 
get the chance to go to college. 

By 1970, my husband and I were settled in Hawaii after 
years of moving from one military base to another. Our son was 
born and I was content to leave a boring secretarial job for moth- 
erhood. Often during those years, I had the nagging feeling of being side-tracked, out of the 
mainstream. I was feeling the same as a lot of women my age who never had the chance to try 
our wings and learn some independence (a stage in life I believe no one should miss). 

Windward Community College opened its doors in 1972. Here was my opportunity. 
Scared I couldn't make it, I signed up for a literature class— starting with something I liked, 
at least. I remember how lagonized over writi ng the papers. But by the end of the class, I earned 
my first "A" and loved every minute of it. The second semester, I took another literature course 
and added history. I had no thought of earning a degree; I was just putting one foot in front 
of the other. 

WGC classes weredemanding and exciting. Students ranged in age from 18 to 60 and 
represented many ethnicgroups, making it all the more stimulating. Even more interesting, 
the instructors taught liberal arts with an egalitarian approach to the material, not the male- 
centered view I grew up learning. 

Those of us who started college late in life were called the DARs, damned average- 
raisers. We were so eager to learn, to discover. Open enrollment let us in the door to find out 
what we could do, when we might ha ve failed entry exams. Our patient i nstr uctors had to take 
us back to square one now and again, but we completed all requirements. 

I earned my associate's degree in 1976, a bachelor's degree in political science (Phi Beta 
Kappa) in 1977, and finished a master's degree in political science in 1985. Along the way, I 
worked with communityorganizations and women's 
groups on legislation to open up opportunities for 
girls and women and to change la wsandpractices that 
allowed for discrimination based on gender. Today 
I'm working withtheHawaiiState Commission on the 
Status of Women as a research analyst/statistician. I 
don't feel side-tracked anymore! 

Iwouldn'ttrade thoseWCC years for anything. 
Thanks to some wonderful teachers and a terrific 
program, I was able to accomplish the one thing I 
never thought I could. 



Marilyn Shuey graduated from Vfindward 
Community College in 1976 with a degree 
in liberal arts/political science. After serv- 
ing as the first public affairs coordinator for 
Planned Parenthood in the state of Hawaii, 
she has worked as a lobbyist on behalf of 
women's rights arid is now employed as a 
research statistician with the Hawaii 
Commission of the Status on Women. Her 
efforts to change laws and build awareness 
of issues thai affect women have resulted in 
many positive changes in the state. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 




MarkD. Siljander 

Triton College, IL 



At nine years old,Ideveloped a great interestand love for 
politics. John R Kennedy's charisma had a profound 
influence in &etting my life's vision. At that time, I set 
an ambitious course of goals for elected office, beginning at the 
local level and ending at the United States Congress. 

Even though I had set these lofty goals, the zeal of youth 
overcame me, and classroom performance and achievement tests 
were unimportant during my high school years. 

However, the last few months of my senior year in high 
school hit hard. If I was to succeed in my political vision, a college 
education was a must. Few alternatives were left. Triton College 
was not accredited at the time, but I felt it was my best opportunity to prove myself. 

Triton Co'lege allowed me to come into my own. Uninvolved in extracurricular 
activities in high school, I became engulfed in college activities at Triton. In fact, it was a great 
honor for me to serve as the student representative on the Triton accreditation committee. 

The emotional and intellectual support given to me by the administration and faculty 
was professional, caring, and made all the difference for an academically i,iSecure young man. 

Aftei graduating with an associate's decree, I attended a state university in Michigan, 
went on to receive bachelor's and master's degrees in political science, and worked on a 
doctorate in education — focusing on community college administration. I was so grateful to 
Triton College that if my vision for elected office was not realized, I wanted to give something 
back to the system that gave me my chance at success. 

As destiny unfolded, my vision was attained. At 21 I served four years in local 
government; at 25 1 was elected and served four years in the Michigan State Legislature; at 29 
I was elected to the United States House of Representatives and served three terms; and finally 
I served as one of the U.S. ambassadors to the United Nr tions — even exceeding the goals I had 
set in my youth. 

Looking back, Triton College unquestionably had a profound influence in allowing me 
to participate in e v^ery legislative level an American could possibly serve in. In Tact, one of my 
proudest moments occurred when I was asked to come back and share my appreciation and 
encouragement to the graduates as a Triton commencement speaVer. 

An old proverb states, "People without vision perish." I am very thankful Triton 

College was the catalyst that propelled me forth to 
achieve my life's vision. 



Mark D. Siljander graduated from Triton 
College in 1971 with a degree in political 
science and noto lives in Reston, VA. He i$ 
thepresident of a public affairs and imporlj 
export company. He has served in elected 
offices for 14years, including the Michigan 
Slate Legislature and the U.S. Congress, 
He has also served as one of the appointed 
ambassadors to the United Nations. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Samuel E Smith 

Gainesville College, GA 




ainesville College was established in part to prcide 
' an opportunity for an affordable higher education for 

_ first-generation college students in north Georgia. 

Conceived upon the notion that only several hundred students 
would avail themselves of this opportunity, the college has contin- 
ued that basic purpose, but for more than 2,300 students enrolled 
there today. lam pleased to be categorized as an alumnus based 
upon the academic and extracurricular activities that were avail- 
able to me, for not only am I a first-generation college student, but 
I am also the first of 17 grandchildren to have attended college. 
It has been 17 years since I was a student at Gainesville 
College. Since that time, I have actively contributed as a member of the board of trustees as well 
as the alumni association board of directors. During those years, I have come to appreciate the 
college's dedication to fellow north Georgians. Unlike schools that have evolved into major 
research institutions or those that have become forums for athletic events, GainesvilleCollege 
has stayed the course— growing with the emergence of our geographical area and with the 
needs of baby boomers such as myself. 

I have continued to appreciate the notion that first-generation college-bound students 
in the southern Appalachians could excel given an affordable opportunity. Even today, 
Gainesville College reaches beyond all expectations in providing financial assistance to 
virtually all students who demonstrate the need. 

Perhaps it has been through my work as the chief of staff for a U.S. Congressman that 
my appreciation for Gainesville College has flourished. One-third of our staff resources is 
dedicated to helping individuals on a personal needsbasis. Those, by and large, are theparen ts 
and grandparents of my college classmates who had no opportunity for college. They are 
individuals reaching retirement age and beyond who seek guidance in the myriad programs 
which might be available to them. They are citizens bettering themselves as we learned todo. 
My association with classmates from similar backgrounds at a time in our nation's history 
when much significance was thrust upon the South stays with me daily. 

Could my parents have afforded other schools 
for me? Perhaps so, but they were pleased with my 
selection and the results thereof. And, as they had no 
educational opportunities whatsoever, they are proud 
of me today. Instilled in my ;;^neration is the attitude 
that we must provide for the next. Although it may 
seem trite (and Lincolnesque notwithstanding), 
Gainesville College remains of, by, and for the people. 



SmtiKcl F. Smithgradmtedfrom Gainesville 
College in 1972 with a degree in political 
science and now lives in GaiACSville, CA. 
He is the chief of staff (or Congressman Ed 
Jenkins, Smith served on the Gainesville 
College Foundation Board of Trustees, 
Gainesville College Alumni Council, 
Gainesvillejaycees, Gainesville Vocational 
Rehabilitation Center, the Georgia Demo* 
craticExecutiveCommittee,andsuchcivic 
organizations as the United Way, 
Gainesville Booster Club, and the County 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 



Mark Wellman 

West Valley College, CA 



I had injured my spinal cord in a mountaineering accident 
that left me minimal use of my legs. Being a very active 
person, I was concerned about what was going to happen to 
me and whether I had any chance to have some kind of career that 
would let me live in the mountains. I 'lad heard of the park 
management progiam at West Valley College, which trained 
people for careers as park rangers and other jobs that involved the 
outdoois. I went to the office of the coordinator of the program, 
Tom Smith, and told him about my desire to have some kind of 
career that involved the outdoors. He told me that "the'"^ werelots 
of things that one can do confined to a wheelchair." 

I entered the program in the spring of 1986. That spring I had the opportunity to even 
go on a High Sierra cross-country ski trip with the mountaineering class . I used a "ski" that was 
designed for meby a friend. It was the first extended period of time that I had been out of my 
wheelchair for three years! The summer of 1986, Smitty (Smith) talked to Bob Johnson, the 
district ranger for the Mather District, Yosemite National Park, about the possibility of 
employing me as a fee collector. That summer I was able to collect fees at the entrance station 
and the campgrounds in Yosemite. 

I returned to the college progrann that fall and took classes in maintenance skills 
(including carpentry, plumbing, and trail work) and interpretation. I took a ranger skills class, 
learned how to ride a horse and pack a mule, and as a class project actually helped to design 
a whole access trail for the handicapped at Sanborn County Park. Sanborn Park is used by the 
college through a special cooperative agreement with Santa Clara County and is a 3,000-acre 
laboratory. The program at West Valley is unique and has a very well-rounded curriculum. 

The next summer I was again hired by Yosemite to give gu ided walks and to operate the 
Happy Isles Interpretive Center. Today, I am a full-time ranger in the National Park Service in 
Yosemite. My duties indude heading the handicapped access program, giving talks to visitors, 
meeting the public at the visitor center, and speaking to school groups. 

I would like to be able to someday help design parks so that handicapped access is 
planned from the beginning. 

I really think that when you go through two years with the same group of people, as I 

did at West Valley, you develop a doseness. The 
faculty and my peers were very supportive. I had a 
dream, and it has come true. I have always had the 
philosophy tha t it won' t happen unless you goout and 
doit! 



Mark Wellman graduated from West Val- 
ley College with a degree in park manage- 
mentand nowlivesinYoseniite.CA. Hcis 
a park ranger in charge of handicapped 
services for Yosemite hlatioml Park. Last 
]iily, after climbing El Capitan in Yosemite, 
he had a special audience with President 
Bush in the Oval Office. Wellman, a 
paraplegic is an inspiration to all Itandi- 
capped people in this cov.ntry. 
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CHAPTER TEN 

Education 



EDUCATION 



David Anderson 

Indian River Community College, FL 




If someone had said to me back in 1959, "David, someday 
you will be a college administrator," I would have thought 
they were joking. After graduating from high school in 195'^, 
I mowed lawns for a living and gave no thought whatsoever to 
attending coUege. Growing up the seventh of 12 children in a large, 
poor migrant family, I never considered college an option. More- 
over, successful, fulfihing careers seemed as unattainable to me as 
touchinga star. In life,it seldom happens that far-off stars drop into 
our laps; an opportunity, however, can make our dreams feasible. 
This opportunity came to me in 1961, when Leroy Flo} d, president 
of Lincoln Junior College, recruited me. 

After considerable deliberation with myself and my family abou! enrolling in college, 
I convinced myself to ' go for it," and entered Lincoln Junior College when it opened its doors 
for the first lime in 1961 . A Black college, Lincoln later merged with Indian River Community 
College. I clearly remember that first year— all the reservations, doubts, and anticipations. This 
time of setting goals, facing new challenges, experiencing successes, and growing in quantum 
leaps took some adjustment. My sense of purpose grew stronger in the caring mosphere 
created by the administration and faculty. Through their concern for my academic and social 
development, I truly felt I belonged. 

My second year was a turning point in my life. Popular with both students and faculty, 
I was elected president of the stijdent government association, thus beginning my political 
career. I completed my associate degree in two years, set my goals, and carefully mapped out 
my future. After flourishing in the community college environment, I set off with tittle 
trepidation for the university to earn a degree in political science. In 1973, 1 was awarded my 
doctorate in education by Florida Atiantic University. 

Now, 28 years after entering Lincoln Junior College, I am vice president of student 
affairs at Indian River Community College and an elected membei of a local public school 
board. Looking back with some amazement at my rewarding career as an educator, scholar, 
assistant principal, guidance counselor, associate dean of instruction, dean of students, and 

elected public official, I ha veonly praise for the oppor- 
tunities that abound in the community college system. 



David Anderson graduated from Indian 
River Community College in 1963 with a 
degree in political science. He now lives in 
Stuart, FL, and is vice president of student 
affairs at Indian River Com mu n ity College. 
In addition to his work with students and 
promoting minority education, he is active 
in the Martin County Drug Abuse Com- 
mittee, the Council on Aging Board of Di- 
rectors, the YMCA Board ofDirectors,and 
the Public Schools Advisory Comtnittee. 
His contributions to the community and 
state were recognized when Phi Beta Sigma 
named him "Florida Man of the Year." 
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Robert E. Bahruth 

Middlesex County College, NJ 




I 



n the spring of my senior year of high school I had still not 
applied to college and had no strong desire to do so. I was 
working in my father's business and earning a healthy 
salary. I didn't particularly love the hard physical labor (I was 
learning the trade of a mechanic, drove tow trucks, and changed 
and repaired thousands of flat Hres), but I really hadn't been 
encouraged to go to college by my high school teachers or guid- 
ance counselors. Looking back now, I wonder if that was because 
my father Tvas "only a mechanic." 

Despite all this, at the urging of my mother, I applied to 

. Middlesex County College just to give it a try. In August of 1968 

arrived on the MCC campus for freshman orientation. Since the college was in my hometown 
I was surprised by numerous familia- faces. Many of my high school chums had decider ^ ' 
check out college as well. We jokingly referred to it as "13th grade." 

I have to admit that I had many doubts about college, myself, and life in general. What 
I discovered at MCC was a pleasant surprise. While attending school those two years I was 
stimulated intellectually,encouraged by someof my professors to be creatwe (many more than 
ever encouraged me in high school), and my ambitions in life were nurtured into specific goals 
One professor whol will always remember andbe grateful to is Jp-r.es Gallagher, the man who 
introduced me to linguistics and sparked my love of literature. 

Looking back, I am now fully aware of the dramatic impact MCC had on my life From 
the very first semester, I was hooked on collcge-an addiction that has lasted. Upon gradu- 
ation in 1970, withan associate degreein liberal arts in hand, I was accepted to asmall teachers' 
college in the foothills of the Smoky Mountains in Tennessee. MCC had inspired me to 
continue my education, but even more, I felt prepared to succeed. Prepared to make the big 
moveaway from my hometown, my family, and friends. Prepared to pursue greater academic 
goals as well. Two years later, I graduated with a baccalaureate in English literature and 
iC-condary education. 

After 10 years of teaching, I returned to school, hungry for more. I got a master's in 1984 
from the University of Texas at San Antonio where I 
was adopted by my mentor. Curt Hayes. I am now 
finishing my doctorate in applied linguistics and bi- 
lingual education at the University ofTexas at Austin. 
I still like to work on my car now and then, changing 
the oil or tuning it up, but I realize how grateful I am 
that I don't do this for a living. Helping others to 
become successful educa tors is a much more rewarding 
endeavor for me. Thank you all at MCC. You provided 
the bridge I needed to find my calling in life. I know 
now that it was much more than thirteenth grade. I 
will always be thankful. 



Robert E. Bahruth graduated from 
Middlesex County College, N], in 1970. 
He currently is an assistant professor of 
bilingml education and teacher education 
at Boise State University, ID. He has 
attended and taught in community colleges 
and considers both experiences invaluable. 
The author of several articles and chapters 
of books 0 n applied linguistics, heis awaiting 
publication of his first book on bilingual 
education. Literacy Con Carino: A Story 
of Migrant Ciiiidrcn's Success, which 
chronicles his years as a bilingual fifth- 
grade teacher in Texas. 
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Dallas E. Barnes 
Columbia Basin College, WA 



It was shortly before high school graduation that I made the 
decision to attend Columbia Basin College. Although other 
college opportunities were available due to my athletic 
abilities, I felt a commitment to home. Limited finances and my 
own insecurities were important factors in my selection of CBC. 

Looking back, without question, my experiences at the 
community college provided me with the confidence, support, 
and recognition necessary for me to aspire to the next level of 
achievement. In those two years, I competed on championship 
basketball and track leams, was honored as a campus celebrity, 
was recognized as an honor student, and graduated from college 
with an associate's degree. 

The richest part of my community college experience, as it applies to my achievements 
in life and in my career, is not what it allowed me to do as a professional but in whom it has 
allowed me to be. Looking back, the community college experience gave me insight and an 
appreciation for the hopes, fears, and aspirations of individuals of different academic abilities, 
socioeconomic backgrounds, and religious preferences. Given these differences, as school- 
mates we shared in common the desire for self-improvement. This commonality allowed for 
cohesion and compassion to exist among us that resulted in friendships which, for me, have 
lasted to this day. 

Many teachers contributed significantly tomy education, particularly, Lenor Van Sant, 
zoologist, and James Beecroft, mathematician. Both took the initiative and made the extra effort 
to extend to me the guidance and education I needed, as opposed to just the subject matter they 
taught so well in their classrooms. From them, I learned about human potential and how it 
could be unlocked by educators who are willing to take the initiative and make the extra effort. 
For me, these teachers' initiatives and extra efforts made a difference. Today as a university 
official, I consider it not to be my professional prerogative to make the extra efforts for others 
but, having been a recipient, my duty. 

The community college experience has helped 
me to learn that there is littledifferencein the things to 
which people aspire, when all else is equal. The differ- 
ence in their attainment rests solely on the opportuni- 
ties they have to achieve their aspirations. My current 
position at Washington State University permits me to 
be a primary advocate for those students whose life 
chances made it difficult for them tohave the opportu- 
nity for a higher education. Many have returned to 
express gratitude for the extra efforts, efforts that are 
products of the values firmly rooted in my experiences 
at Columbia Basin College. 



Dallas E. Barnes graduated from Columbia 
Basin College in 1961 with a degree in 
social sciences. He now lives in Pullman, 
WAr and is director of academic develop- 
ment programs, Student Advising and 
LearningCenterat Washington State Uni- 
versity. He has organized and established 
an academic retention program for athletes 
on scholarship, developed and instituted an 
educational opportunities program for 
single teenaged parents at the university 
level, and established a graduate students ' 
internship program for training learning 
center specialists. 
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Phillip O. Barry 
Moraine Valley Community College, XL 
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n 1972, Ihad recently completed a two-year AM A-approved 
program in radiologic technology and had hopes of entering 
Chicago Medical School to earn a bachelor's degree in 
radiological sciences. The prerequisite was at least 32 hours of 
general college studies. I needed a college that was progressive 
enough to realize that my training and accomplishments as a 
''nontraditional''studentweresignificant.Multiplecolleges would 
not acceptmy trainingas collegiate-level and would notrecognize 
that I was,nationally registered. These colleges continued to em- 
phasize my high school grades. Finally, someone suggested a 
community college. After some research I learned that Moraine 
Valley Community College was one of the newest (five years old) and most progressive in the 
area. 

I drove to the college; it happened to be a registration period. I walked up to someone 
from btudent services and informed him I was interested in enrolling. I'll never forget the next 
statement. I told him, ''My high school grades were not the greatest, but Fve just graduated 
from a two-year radiologic technology program." The staff member's response was, "Don't 
worry about the past; we want to help you with your future, but we will evaluate your recent 
training." That was thefirst time someone in education showed a genuine interest inmy future. 
I enrolled that day and started the long path to lifelong learning. 

Iremember the scheduling of classes and weekend human potential classes that seemed 
to be designed for students like me, working full-time and raising a family. Not only did the 
scheduling fit my needs, but the faculty were unique — unique in the fact that they were caring, 
flexible, and excited about what they were doing. 

I knew then what I was experiencing was different from the educational institutions I 
had known or heard of before. 

Moraine Valley Community College, its staff, and faculty practiced the philosophy of 
a true community college and allowed me to develop my abilities and succeed in a college 
environment that enabled me to see the advantages of a college education. This experience 
allowed me to go on to obtain the associate's, bachelor's, master's, and doctorate degrees. 

My positive experiences at Moraine Valley 
Community College have taken me from student to 
faculty member, program director, associate dean, 
and dean. Today, as a community college president, I 
can say "I was born and raised in the community 
college." 



Phillip 0. Barry graduated front Moraine 
Valley Community Collegein 1973 with an 
associate's degree in radiologic technology. 
He now lives in Woodstown, N], and is 
president of Salem Community College. 
Hewenton toobtain his bachelo/s, master's, 
and doctorate degrees, which tookhim from 
student to faculty member, program direc- 
tor, associatedean, dean, and president. He 
has contributed a great deal to the advance- 
ment of education through his professional 
activities. 
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Yvonne P. Bergland 

San Diego Mesa College, CA 
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When I moved to the United States from Canada I 
knew thatit was supposed to be the land of oppor- 
tunity, but to my surprise Mesa College opened 
more doors and gave me more choices in life than I had ever 
imagined! 

My career path was somewhat atypical After I graduated 
from the Ed^nonton General Hospital School for Medical Record 
Librarians in 1965, 1 came to the U.S. and discovered I needed a 
bachelor's degree in order to practice my profession here. In the 
meantime, as a part-time job, I taught medical records courses in 
theevening. This preview was all I needed to realize that I wanted 
to be a full-time teacher. Since this required further education, I decided to begin at Mesa 
College — where else! I was actually more nervous about becoming a student than I was when 
I became a teacher at Mesa College. It had been 12 years since my formal education days. 
Fortunately, a counselor who worked with reentry women encouraged and guided me 
through the requirements when I transferred to a four-year institution. 

During my Mesa years, my instructors were constantly challenging me to reach beyond 
what I thought were my limits. When I graduated with honors in 1978, 1 was eager and ready 
to continue my education at San Diego State University, Motivated by a love of learning that 
was inspired by people at Mesa College, I decided to finish my master's degree as well. By the 
time I earned my master's, I was a full-time contract instructor at Mesa College and director 
of the medical record technology program there. 

Still filled with a desire for learning, I went on to earn a doctorate at Ohio State with an 
emphasis in adult and higher education administration. Shortly after I returned to my position 
at Mesa College, I was offered the position of dean of the School of Health and Natural Sciences 
with responsibility for four departments and 14 disciplines. 

Going from student to dean in 12 years is a quantum leap I never would have made 
without the initial boost and continual support I received from my friends and colleagues at 

Mesa College. It's truly the college of opportunity! 



Yvonne P. Bergland graduated from San 
Diego Mesa College in 1978 with an asso- 
ciate in science degree. She now lives in 
Saniee, CA, and is the dean of the School of 
Health and Natural Sciencesat Mesa Col- 
lege, She devotes much of her leisure time 
to helping her profession — medical record 
technology. Her colleagues have recognized 
her excellence and abilities by electing her 
to key posts locally and natiomlly. List 
year she was named the outstanding voca- 
tional instructor at Mesa College, This 
year she received the Professional 
Achievement Award from the California 
Medical Record Association, 
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Lynn C Black 

Central Community College, NE 
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hen I entered college in the 1960s my career goals 
were somewhat in limbo. As a result of working in 
a plastics injection molding company, I was driving 
a new vehicle and had money in the bank. Attending college meant 
I would have to give up the job and the car, but I decided to make 
the sacrifices because of the encouragement of my parents and 
friends. 

My first year at a four-year college was very discouraging, 
and I decided not to return. I was, however, still interested in 
pursuing some form of higher education and I was fortunate to 
discover Central Community College. Through the dedicated 
efforts of their faculty and staff I was able to determine a career goal in the field of education, 
ultimately hoping to return to a community college environment. 

After completing an associate degree in business administration, I returned to a four- 
year college to obtain a baccalaureate in business education. I taught in the public schools for 
nme years, including evening clat >s for the community college, while continuing graduate 
work. I was able to earn a maste. degree in vocational education, a specialist degree in 
educational administration, and a doctorate in adult and continuing education. 

I was able to return, not only to the community college system but to Central Commu- 
nity College, to give back to other students whathadbeen given tome— an inspiration to learn 
and succeed. My first position was as chair of the Business Department at the Hastings 
Campus, then associate dean of students on the Grand Island Campus. Currently I am dean of 
student services. 

Through my experiences in the field of education, I have become involved in a variety 
of national, state, and local organizations as well as religious, charitable, and community 
groups. Some of these organizations include: Phi Delta Kappa, Nebraska Community College 
Student Personnel Administrators, Chamber of Commerce committees. Rotary, Elks and the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Education at the community college level gave me the skills and knowledge to pursue 
a goal— a goal I would not have reached without that beginning. I cannot think of a more 
rewarding educational career than working with a 
dedicated staff whose priority is to provide the educa- 
tion necessary to assist adults in their educational 
goals, from early entry high school students to those 
well into their retirement years. The educational offer- 
ings on and off campus, service to business and in- 
dustry, and the dedication of the community college 
employee in assisting the total community is quite 
overwhelming. Without a doubt, community colleges, 
and especially Central Community College, are the 
best kept secrets in the total realm of higher education. 



Lynn C. Black graduated from Central 
Community College in 1969 with an 
associate's degree in business administra- 
tion. He now lives in Grand Island. NE, 
and is the dean of student services at CCC. 
Through his experiences in the field of 
education, he has become involved in a 
variety of national, state, and local organi- 
zations, including Phi Delta Kappa, Ne- 
braska Community College Student Per- 
sonnel Administrators, the Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Rotary Club. 
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Robert L. Brown 

Rend Lake College, IL 
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I guess I was actually inspired by my second grade teacher 
to become a teacher. She was my idol; she cared; and she 
provided a positive motivation for me to do my best. 
In my family, my grandmother and my aunt were my life- 
line to the future. My grandmother always said forme to learn to 
get along with everybody and to lookfor the "good" in others. One 
of her main thoughts was to "make something out of yourself." 

My goal of wanting to be a teacher and return to Mt. Vernon 
to teach was ever present. Due to our financial situation, Mt. 
Vernon Community College (Rend Lake College) was my only 
consideration.The tuition was $10 per semester. Looking back, we 
had to make some sacrifices to get it. r>, . ^ 

Once I entered college, Betty Ann Ward provided me with guidance. She took me under 
her wing and made me feel like I counted. Other faculty members provided the one-on-one 
type relationships thathelped mesucceed. If I started tohave problemsin English composition, 
the teacher, Todd Oliver, would take me aside; and offer suggestions for improvement. The 
caring, dedicated teachers helped tomake a difference for me. , . v. 

Thestudentswerefriendly.However,Iwasalwaystaughtthatlomakeafriendyouhad 

to be a friend. I made it a point to speak to other students and they spoke back^I was involved 
in many activities like the Student Education Associa tion withlmogene Book. The a dministra- 
tor Howard Rawlinson, had the door open to students to make us feel that we counted. 

' My years at the college made a difference in my life. My confidence m my academic 
abilities improved; my self-esteem improved greatly; and my continued willingness to make 
something out of myself was fed with a commitment to be a successful teacher. 

After completing my associate degree atRend Lake College, I graduated fromSouthern 
IllinoisUniversityinl968withabachelor'sdegreeinsocialstudies,andinl973withamasters 

degree in guidance and educational psychology. lam currently a guidance counselor at the Mt. 
Vernon Township High School in Mt. Vernon, IL. . , u u 

Since I am in the public eye as a school counselor, I have been involved m many church, 

school, and community related activities. I really like 
my job and enjoy the people I work with at school. I 
owe it to my family and to my teachers from the 
elementary level through the junior college level who 
provided the "I know you can do it" attitude. 



Robert L. B rown graduated from Rend Lake 
College in 1 966 with an A A degree. Henow 
lives inMt. Vernon, IL, and is counselor at 
ML Vernon Township High SchooL He is 
a mentber of the Jefferson County Credit 
Union Board, the NAACP, theMt. Vernon 
Education Association, the Illinois Educa- 
tion Association, and the Illinois Associa- 
tion for Counseling and DevelopmenL He 
is a former board member of the Lulheran 
Children and Family Services and former 
co-chairman of the House-to-House Cam- 
paign for the American Cancer Society. 
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James E. Bruno 

Mt. San Antonio College, CA 
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ithout a doubt, the community college experience 
was the most important educational and social in- 
- . r 1" myacademicdevelopment. I was blessed 

vvithmagniic^ntparentswhoalsohappenedtobep^^^^^^^ 
^Ar r College with my twin sister At ^ 

successtuly transferred to a four year instituHon. Mv mother 
upon attaining her high school equivalency, also attended and 

Mt. SAC m particular, have a very special place in our family 

I transferred to upon my fraduatic^^ froTuVsirf ^^"CLA-thevery institution that 
undergraduate students bdnS ' teacher Isee countless thousands of 

whoaremoreinteresteSndeJt^^^^^^^^^^^ 

alsohavepoor academic preoaration .r^ff ut . teaching. Many of these students 

The immunity colleees hav^alw^ l/n^^^^^ 

and, of course, the incredibly lew hi™ ^'^^J^l'^^" ^ass sizes, the quality teachers 

mydevelopm;m.Ou3mrcS^atMt sTZr 
and athletic prograrris-lamstiiracrvrfa,^^^^^^^ 

inteiestwasdue,inlargepart tomvoarffrfmH,,^ '^''"''^"'"''''"'^^Palional 

having to do with the Stag pTs*n ^''^ "^^^ groups 

continrruSlCed\t'fte^t.rS^^^^^^ 

future role of thecommur^toc^letewlTS^^^^^^ ''"u^^" »«''"«™» escalates, the 

will be called upon to deliver ™Z rimfj T '^"'""""ity college 

majorityof citizL. I.wlu^oS^ot^XeftZvId^^^^^^^^ 
skill areasof mathematics, language andrS^ Twf S^^^^ 

itstradmonalroleofvocanonfla^^^r'fr^el/cXrp'^^^^^^^ 
bested'uStrarCinlS"^'"^""'^^^^^^^^^^^ 



James E. Bruno graduated from ML San 
Antonio College in 1970 with a degree in 
liberal arts. He now lives in Los Angeles, 
CA, and isprofessor of education at UCLA. 
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Charlotte Campbell 

Gadsden State Community College, AL 




Thank goodness for counselors like Deborah Beverly at 
Gadsden State Community College. Every time I see 
her or send a new student to her for college advisement, 
I thank her. I can truthfully say that if it had not been for her 
encouragement, I would not have enrolled in college. Sad to 
report, she is the only person in education who even made the 
suggestion that I attend college. 

After graduating from high school, I worked as a secretary, 
a cosmetologist, and a sales representative. I earned a substantial 
income but was never totally satisfied with my employment. 
Twelve years after graduation I began college. 

I must admit that when I first enrolled as a frebhman I was scared to death. However, 
Gadsden State provided just the right challenge for me. The instructors were personable and 
eager to help. I could hardly believe it when I completed the associate in science degree. 

Next came the distant call of the four-year university. I answered the call a t Jacksonville 
StateUniversity in Jacksonville, AL, and earned abachelorofsciencedegreeinearlychildhood 
education. While at JSU, I completed a master's degree in education. 

After teaching four years in an elementary school, I was promoted to a supervisory role 
in the Central Office. Of course, this called for— you guessed it — more education. In 1989 I 
completed aneducationspecialistdegree in administration. lam currently coordinator of special 
projects in the Gadsden City Schcx)l System in Gadsden, AL. 

In addition to my role in the Gadsden City School System, I have taught as an instructor 
of early childhood education for Jacksonville State University in Jacksonville, AL. 

My involvement in professional organizations and in the community is very important 
to me. lam a member of many organizations including Delta Kappa Gamma, Phi Delta Kappa, 
and the Association for Supervision and Curriculum. I am also a member of the Chamber of 
Commerce and a volunteer for United Way. 

Recently, someone asked if I planned to continue my education. At this point in my 

career I have to really stop and think about that ques- 
tion. Who knows? Once these community colleges get 
you hooked on education, I think the priority is prob- 
ably education for a lifetime. 



Charlotte Campbell graduated from 
Gadsden State CommuyiiiyCollegein 1979 
with u degree in general studies. She noxo 
lives in Gadsden, AL, and is coordinator of 
special programs for the Gadsden City 
Schools, After accidentally discovering her 
learning style in an audio*iutorial job, she 
went on to copyright two 'systems geared to 
auditory learners. Despite her hectic work 
schedule, she is an active metnber of the 
CadsdenlEtowah Chamber of Commerce 
and the United Way. She chairs several 
committees and chaired the county-wide 
summer festival "Riverfest '90/' 
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Kathy Carlton 

J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College, VA 
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n 1964 I graduated from Richmond public schools and 
entered Longwood College, the goal for which I had pre- 
pared. But, having no career expectations, I floundered. 
Dropping out after a year, I completed a secretarial course at a 
Richmond business school and entered the work force. During the 
next 15 years my secretarial positions were varied but 
unchallenging. 

Significant events included the accidental death of my 
father, n\arriage and divorce, and the birth of my precious daugh- 
ter, Misti. An important month was July in 1982 when I decided to 
, free my life of addiction to alcohol that had plagued mv 

immediate family and my marriage. A frightening step in my recovery from the ravages of 
alcohol was finding enough self-esteem to enroll in one class ai j . Sargeant Reynolds Commu- 
ni ty College. Though concen tration was difficult and frustrating, the class brought me my first 
A m years. o 

Then I became an assistant bookkeeper, running computerized payrolls and being 
introduced to simple accounting responsibilities. 

In 1987 I re-entered JSRCC in the accounting curriculum while working full time 
Gaining confidence from another "A," I went to a counselor, changing my major to business 
administration, a transfer curriculum. c 6 J- ) 

While taking two classes in the next semester, I was confronted by a twist of fate that 
altered my life dramatically. Eleven-year-old Misti was riding with a friend's mother when 
their car was struck by a freight train. While Misti lay in a con>a, doctors told me if she lived 
she would never be the same person she had been. 

AsMistirecoveredandbeganfunctioningnormally again, Iretumed toworkMonths 
later my employer closed his firm, and I had the opportunity to attend JSRCC full time on 
scholarships for one year, spending my savings for living expenses. Eventually mv degree 
work was completed while I was again working full time. 

Everyone at the college was extremely supportive and encouraged me to set higher 
goals for my education. It was a surprise and honor to be selected a Virginia Scholar - one of 
only five community college students in the state. A 
national accounting society presented me with a 
scholarship from among 2,200 applications nation- 
wide. The University of Richmond Business School 
offered me funding to complete my tuition package 
for 1989-90, and I am thrilled to be a junior accounting 
major at that respected institution. 

Thanks to JSRCC, I now have enough self re- 
spect to believe anything is possible, if we are willing 
to work for our dreams. 



Kathy Carlton graduated from /. Sargeant 
Reynolds Community College in 1 989 with 
a degree in business administration. She 
now lives in Mechanicsville, VA, and is 
attending the University of Richmond 
Business School full-time as an accounting 
major. She has overcome drug and alcohol 
addiction and her daughter's near-fatal ac- 
cident and gone on to excel in school. In 
1 989 she urns selected a Virginia Scholar— 
0 ne of on lyfive comm unity college studen ts 
in the state named to the list ofhonorees. 
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Mary Ann Carnegie 

Washtenaw Community College, MI 
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hen I finally got serious about going to college, I was 
already earning the kind of salary most new college 
w w grads hope for. I was also a full-time wife and mother. 
Stiliri couldn't assuage the guilt I felt living in a city where two 
universities and two colleges were only minutes from my home. 
So, prompted by guilt and a deep-seated love of learning, I en- 
rolled at Washtenaw Community College. 

My husband drove me to the college and practically held 
my hand through the registration process. Soon, however, I was 
rushing home from work to play Mom before going off to class. 

I loved it! It never occurred to me that what I was doing was 
hard. It was actually relaxing to sit in class and listen to an instructor or interact with other 
students. The classes all seemed interesting to me, especially the ones that were the most 
challenging. 

Irealize now that I looked upon the instructors with something close tore\'erence. Many 
of them seaetly became my role models. I admired their self-confidence and what seemed like 
limitless knowledge. I was convinced that a college education could do the same for me. 

It has! With my associate degree completed, I immediately transferred to a nearby 
university where I completed a baccalaureate degree. 

Now, I have returned to Washtenaw Community College where I am employed as 
coordinator of community and alumni relations. Promoting the college's mission first as a 
student and now as an employee enables me to represent the college in a way that is genuine 
and truly fun. 

From time to time, students approach me in a way that reminds me of the shy student 
lonce was. I know then that I have a responsibility as a role model and I take that responsibility 
seriously. It's wonderful to give back to an institution that gave so much to me. 



Mary Ann Carnegie graduated from 
Vfashtenaw Community College in 19S0 
with a degree in general studies. She now 
lives in Ann Arbor, MI, and is the coordi- 
nator of community and alumni relations 
at Washtenaw Community College. A 
caseworker for the State of Michigan De- 
partment of Social Services, she previously 
mrkcd as a cour,selor for a private rdia- 
bilitation company teaching individuals 
how to find employment. 
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Gregory A. Carrington 

LaGuardia Community College, NY 
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hen I went to LaGuardia, I had a "street attitude." 
LaGuardia was a life-saver for me. It taught me to 

_ _ getmyselforganizedltgave me the opportunity to 
interact with many different types of people. I had many good 
professors who gave me a lot of personal attention and helped me 
to clarify my values. If I hadn't had the LaGuardia experience, I'd 
probably be on a street corner or in jail today. 

Instead, today I am married with two "wonderful sons. I 
continued my education and am now in a master's program in 
special education. I have a marvelous career. My main focus has 
been to serve the youth of my community. I am a counselor/ 
teacher in a special New York Ci ty school program. After hours, I work as a volunteer for the 
after-school center and provide tutoring and counseling to the students. I alsoam a scoutmas- 
ter for the Boy Scouts, coach two Little League teams, and serve as a youth coordinator for a 
local poverty program where I help coordinate fund raisers, community-based referral 
services, and drug prevention programs. 

T n ^^-^^^ t ""^^ ^ ^^^^ priorities and purposes are. I attribute this to 
LaGuardia which is a place that was my stepping stone. It gave me direction, a sense of 
organization, and a get-involved attitude. 

Recently, at the college's graduation ceremony, I received the Alumni Association's first 
award recognizing a "graduate who has successfully achieved his or her career goals and 
exemplifies the spirit of LaGuardia uirough demonstrated commitment to his or her career 
commumtyorschool."Iwas deeply honored,esp8ciallybecauseIfeelIoweitall to LaGuardia' 



Gregory A. Carritigton graduated from 
LaGuardia Communily College in 1976 
with a degree in human services. He now 
lives in Queens, NY, and is counselor/ 
teacher in a special New York City school 
program. Despite a chronic kidney disease 
thai requires him to have regular dialysis 
treatments, he is actively involved with the 
youth of his community. LaGuardiaCom- 
munity College honored him asa"gradualc 
who exemplifies the spirit of LaGuardia 
through demonstrated commitment to his 
career, community, and school." 
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Winslow Lee Carter 

Chowan College, NC 



Attending college had been a dream as early as I could 
remember. No one in my family had finished high 
school and there was little commitment to higher 
education. College seemed like an impossible dream. Fortunately 
a teacher in my high school encouraged me to give college a try. He 
and the school counselor said they knev/ just the college for me, 
Chowan College. 

In August of 1969 I left for Chowan, 130 miles away, the 
farthest I had ever been from home. It was a scary but exciting 
experience for me. The friendliness of the faculty and staff calmed 
my fears. I began attending classes with very little confidence in 
my academic abili ty. I gave it all I had. The first examination was in my religion dass. I felt sure 
I had done poorly. When the professor returned the test, she said the grades ranged from 40 
to 99. 1 swallowed a lump in my throa 1. 1 was absolutely stunned when my paper was handed 
to me and I had made the 99. What liiat teacher and that grade did for rae was a turning point 
in my life. For the first time in my life I began to believe in myself. 

Gradually I began to realize a potential within me that I had never seen before. For me 
college became a sheer joy. Iloved every minute of it. I was amazed atmyself. I was in two plays, 
Spanish club, men's council and made the dean's list. My mind was stretched as I grasped new 
tru th and the w^hole w^orld became an experience from which to liv e and learn. Chowan became 
the springboard to what has been, to date, an exciting and rewarding life. 

Chowan gave me excellent preparation as I transferred to a senior institution and 
receiv ed my ba chelor' s and m aster's degrees. It opened the door to ano ther dream I ha d al ways 
had when I heard a young lady speak about living in another culture. That dream came to 
fmition when I graduated with my bachelor's and went to teach school for two years in Kenya, 
Africa. 

The world Chowan opened up to me helped me realize just what a mission and 
opportunity education can be. What better way could I repay the debt I owe than to give my 
life to the vocation of education, helping others catch the spirit of learning and finding truth. 

Today as director of admissions at Chowan College it is a great opportunity to see what 
I experienced being repeated over and over again. It is wonderful to have a part and feel that 
in a small way I am paying a little on the debt of what Chowan did for me. 



Winsloiv Lee Carter graduated from 
Qiowau College in 1971 with a degree in 
liberal arts. He now lives in Roanoke Rap- 
ids, NC.atid is the director of admissions at 
Oioivan College. After graduating with 
his BA, he went to teach school in Kenya, 
Africa, for two years. He is an active 
member of the First Baptist Church in 
Roanoke Rapids and a former member of 
Rotary International 
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Carol Churchill 
Southwestern Michigan College, MI 




I 



sat beside a graceful blond, fully aware that she had prob- 
ably ppid more for her jeans than I had paid for my first car. 

I would not have been in that university classroom at all, a 

thirtysomething wife and mother, had it not been for my long ago 
experience at Southwestern Michigan College. 

Seventeen years previously, I had earned an associate 
degree at SMC. During my two years there, I thrived in an 
atmosphere characterized by the college's motto, "Excellence 
With a Personal Touch." The brand-new community college was 
staffed by eager instructors who both nurtured and challenged us. 
Under their tutelage, I developed a repertoire of academic capa- 
bilities that enabled me to graduate summa cum laude. 

After graduation, I married and began what was, in retrospect, an idyll: beautiful 
children and a bountiful life on a small farm. We didn't notice the fragility of our pleasant 
bubble until the agricultural economy actuallyburst. Prices plunged; interest rose. For the first 
time, I felt fear. I knew that I needed something apart from the farm, something that would 
remain steadfast in the whimsical winds of the weather or the political climate. Despite a brain 
that felt as dusty as my setof Shakespearean p lays,I decided to return to college for a bachelor's 
degree. 

Many times during the registration process, my shaky confidence wavered. My 
resources were very limited, but all doors seemed closed at the financial aid office until I 
mentioned that I was a somewhat belated transfer student from a community college. Within 
a week, I was the recipient of a two-year, full tuition scholarship to the university, based on my 
academic performance at SMC 17 years before! 

With one barrier overcome, I began wondering if all my credits would transfer. My 
worries were unfounded; in fact, enough requirements had changed over the years that I 
would graduate with a double major. By the end of my first month, I felt as though I had never 
been away from the academic world. Two years flew by, and I graduated with a 4.0 CPA, 
success directly attributable to the academic foundation that had been laid so many years 
before at SMC. Filled with euphoria, I eagerly began my job search. 

Ironically, my search led me home again; I am now a placement counselor at Southwest- 
ern Michigan College. For my children, the circle that led me here again testifies to the value 
of education. For others, the circle demonstrates the 
endless possibilities that can begin at the college in 
their own backyards. For myself, even though I am 
still working on my master's degree, I have been able 
to use my own experiences to help clients conquer 
their fears and begin anew in either college or the 
workplace. Onceagain, I am thriving, both personally 
and professionally, in the caring environment of a 
community college. 



Carol Churchill graduated from South- 
western Michigan College in 1968 with an 
associate degree in English. She now lives 
in Marcellus, Ml, and isaplacement coun- 
selor at Southwestern Michigan Commu- 
nity College. In addition to working on her 
master's degree, she is very involved in the 
agriculture community as the wife of a 
farmer and inschoolactiviticsas themother 
of three. 
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Duncan Coons 

Northern Oklahoma College, OK 




My first memories of Northem Oklahoma College 
were the football games that I attended with my 
father in the early sixties. The college had an enroll- 
ment of 500-600 students and was located in Tonka wa where i t still 
serves north central Oklahoma. My parents' expectations were 
that I would continue educationbeyond high school, butNorthern 
wasn't chosen until my senior year. Entering Northern, I met 
Edwin Vineyard, Northern's president. Our acquaintance would 
later represent much more than our first year student/administra- 
tor association. 

After three semesters, and patience on thepart of Nor thern's 
staff, I chose music education for a major. The influence of Bill Heilmann, fine arts chair, helped 
guide my future. My Native American stdvjs fit in well with the homogeneous population of 
1,000 on campus. I enjoyed participation in many campus activities while serving as drum 
major for the Northern band. Though not earning my associate degree, I transferred hours and 
valuable experience to a state university, earning my bachelor of music education degree in 
1971, following military service. 

Not expecting to be associated with Northern after leaving, I was able to schedule their 
famous "Roustabouts" vocal organization inio schools where I taught. The next association 
came when teaching in Northern Oklahoma during the late seventies. I again found myself on 
the Northern campus. Three of the four years I had taught in Northern Oklahoma I served as 
chairman of an honors band which the college sponsored. The renewal of friendships and 
assistance by the Northern staff was refreshing and quite welcome. 

Moving to central Oklahoma allowed me to complete the principal and superintendent 
provisional certification without commuting. A superintendent position opened at Braman, 
OK, not far from my home town and 20 miles from Northern! I confided to President Vineyard 
that I wanted to earn the associate degree from Northern that I missed some 20 years before. 
The cherished degree was received at the conclusion of the 1988 spring semester. Would I be 
on campus again? I took a course at Northern to complete administrative certification 
requirements during the fall of 1988. 

There was no reason to return toNorthern. Or was there? The North Central Oklahoma 

Administrators' Association was formed in the fall of 
1988 and I was elected president. Northern Oklahoma 
College, of course, volunteered to host meetings! I 
know that I will return often to visit the busy campus 
of Northern Oklahoma College. 



Duncan Coons graduated from Northern 
Oklahoma College in 1988 with a degree in 
mws'C. He now lives in Braman, OK, 
where he is the Superintendent of Schools. 
Mr. Coons did not complete all degree 
reqidrements before transferring in 1967. 
He returned after completing a graduate 
degree and made a special request because 
he wanted the degree from NOC. He has 
been a highly successful music director, 
winning honors for his bands. 
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Sharon J. Cotman 

Thomas Nelson Community CoJlti, 



I 



n high school I was enrolled in typing and shorthand 
classes. Due to limited financial resources, I planned to be 
a secretary when I graduated and did not have any plans 
for college. During the summer prior to my senior year, I was 
selected to participate in a pilot secretarial science cooperative 
education program with Thomas Nelson Community College, 
NASA, and local high schools. It was an excellent opportunity to 
gain valuable work experience while going to school. Upon my 
high school graduation, I continued working at NASA in the 
seaetarial field and attended college too. 

During my freshman year, the instructors stimulated me; 
the combination of work and school was very challenging, yet rewarding. It was exciting to be 
able to transfer the knowledge and concepts presented at school into practical application at 
work. Through this experience, I gained insight into various professions and was motivated 
by a counselor to pursue a dual track degree to have the option of transferring to a four-vear 
college. 

TNCC was my second home; I liked it so much that I did not v/ant to leave. After 
graduation, I worked full-time as a secretary but continued to attend night classes for the next 
year. I did eventually moveon, though. In Fall 1977, 1 was accepted at a four-year state college, 
and after two years of night classes received a baccalaureate in business administration. 

The combination of education and six year- of government secretarial experience 
proved to be assets as I changed careers to become a business applications computer 
programmer. From 1979 to 1984, 1 progressed to programmer analyst and through the years 
trained many secretaries and clerks to use computer systems that I had been involved in 
developing. In Fall 1981, 1 began night school again and two years later received my MBA. 

The following year, 1984, I was selected to be an assistant professor in the business 
division at TNCC. Now, I was on the opposite side of the desk and became a peer to the group 
of professors who taught and inspired me. After five years of teaching at TNCC, I am sure I 
made the right choice to attend there and to return as an assistant professor a decade later. 

WithoutTNCC, I doubt thati would have pursued a collegeeducation. The foundation 
was laid at that college for my future potential in terms of career and educational endeavors. 
The most rewarding aspect of teachmg at my aima 
mater, TNCC, is making an effective contribution by 
assisting and perhaps inspiring other students to be- 
come successful. I am thankful the community college 
was there when I needed it. 



bharon }. Cotman graduated from Thomas 
Nelson Community College in 1976 with 
an AAS degree in social science and is now 
living in Grafton, VA. She is an assistant 
professor of computer informdtion systems 
atTNCC. Also a faculty advisor and church 
volunteer, she conducted a senior citizen 
computer literacy workshop in fall 1989 
and helped to develop a microcomputer 
systems business certificate program now 
offered by Thomas Nelson. 
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Charles R. Crumly 
Southwestern College, CA 

Itsooften seems that momentous decisions are not perceived 
as such, while the seemingly unimportant decisions are 
those that change a person's life. So it was when I chose to 
attend Southwestern College. I had no particular plans, no special 
goals, only a few academic interests, and no money for tuition. My 
time in high school was spent with cross country and track and 
field. I was young for my age - the quintessential late bloomer - 6'3" 
and woefully thin. I was unconcerned with academics, and my 
grade point average showed a lack of self-discipline and maturity. 
My only assets were curiosity and open mindedness. The fact is, 
with my record, I probably would not have been admitted to any 
decent four-year college. 

My classwork at Southwestern was mediocre. I did well in the classes I liked (my most 
memorable class was Invertebrate Zoolo'-v). My star did not suddenly burn brightly after 
arriving at Southwestern. However, with . .rd work and a higher level of competition, my 
running was improving. For me, this was more important. 

Aside from sports, my academic interests remained unfocused. I had thought I might 
be a physical education major - teach biology and coach the cross-country and track teams. My 
first theory of P.E. class was a deadly bore. Then I thought I might go into anthropology. My 
imaginings centered on important excavations, uncovering Man's history, pith helmets, and 
intrigue. Next I thought that pottery was for me; I would be throwing pots, working with clay, 
creating form and beauty from nothingness. However, through all these side trips, I kept 
returning to biology and to running. My experiences at Southwestern were a part of this 
exploration, but certainly not all of it. Eventually, I settled on biology and zoology. I also ran 
in the New York City Marathon, finishing quite well in just over three hours. 

My memories of Southwestern are not vivid, and my timespent there did not especially 
prepare me for my eventp.al goals. Nevertheless, Southwestern and my athletic experience 
there gave me the confidence to try. Though my memories are fading, the time spent was 
valuable, for it prepared me in many intangible ways for an unanticipa tod future. I suspect that 
my experience is not unusual. Many of us stumble, as much by accident as planning, into life. 

Southwestern gave me the chance tostumble. Thanks. 

Charles R. Crumly graduated from South- 
western College in 1971 with a degree in 
biology and is now living in San Diego, 
CA. Heisazoologist,scientist,and teacher 
at both Southwestern Collegeand San Diego 
State University. He is also a research 
assistant for the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment, an Audubon correspondent for the 
American Museum of Natural History, a 
visiting curatorial associate at Harvard 
University, and a consultant to the Na- 
tional Wildlife Federation . 
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Wayne G. Deahl 

Eastern Wyoming College, WY 



1 didn't want to go to a community college, but since there 
was one in town and money was tight, thaf s where I ended 
up. And Fm glad it happened that way. 
After graduating from high school, I was convinced that I 
had no desire to attend the ''high school on the hill," since my 
grades and test scores indicated to me that I was meant for bigger 
and better things. But the reality was that my education career was 
not ready for anything else. If it had not been for understanding 
and caring instructors, for small class sizes, and for individualized 
attention, the first year of my college career would have been an 
entire waste. 

As it was, EWC provided an outlet for my energy in many ways. Admittedly, I spent 
little of it in the classroom, but rather in theater, journalism, music, and the like. Thus, I was 
able to enjoy college in a way that a university would not have allowed me. My grades satisfied 
minimal requirements, and then only because instructors were willing to challenge me and 
work with my attitude toward education. 

And what a joy it was to return to school some three years la ter and discover that I really 
enjoyed learning. Many of the same instructors were at EWC, and they had no stereotypes 
concemingmy abilities. They were willing to allow me to grow,and I can only express extreme 
gratitude for their efforts. The quality of education and the quality of the experience at a 
community college cannot be duplicated elsewhere. 

There is no departmentalization at EWC. The student is free to associate with the rest 
of the student body and not become involved v/ith the cliques of various schools that one finds 
at the university leveL 

I must say thanks to those at EWC who made my learning experience there a vital one; 
one that set me on the path to career success. If I had been able to attend the university I had 
chosen, I'm sure my life would have been much less successful and enjoyable. 




Wayne G. Deahl graduated from Eastern 
Wyoming College in 1974 with a degree in 
secondary educationltheater and is now 
livingin Torrtngton,WY. He isan instruc- 
tor of English and theater at Eastern Wyo- 
ming College and was recently appointed 
by thegovernorof Wyoming toserveon the 
Agenda 2000 Advisory Committee for the 
University of Wyoming, He was also a 
charter member of anadvisory board for the 
Laramie public schools and a board member 
of Big BrotherslBig Sisters of Soidheast 
Wyoming, 
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Linda Dickman 
Burlington County College, NJ 

John F. Kennedy encouraged Americans to serve their 
country. To be sure, Burlington County College enabled 
me to participate in the fulfillment of his dream. My 
tenure on the Maple Shade Board of Education and my academic 
career at BCC began the same year. 

Iki\ew little aboutschool districtoperations whenltookmy 
seaton the board. Responsibilities, including budget preparation, 
facility maintenance, and policy review overwhelmed me. My 
self-confidence declined after each board meeting. Obviously, I 
had to evaluate my board effectiveness. 

My ambition to serve outweighed my desire to retreat. 
Therefore, I registered for courses at Burlington County College. Oral communications 
motivateci me to accept the board's presidential position. Consequently, my colleagues have 
elected me to this office for the past six years. Accounting afforded me the necessary skills to 
decipher financial records. In fact, I served as chairperson of the boaru's first finance 
committee. Social sciences provided information on human behavior. Accordingly, I learned 
to better handle teacher negotiations, policy implementation, and public opinion. ' 

BCC allowed me to understand a school system from a student's point of view I 
witnessed the positive impact a dedicated teacher can have on a class. Hence, improving 
teachmg methods through inservice became important to me. I realized the value of extra- 
curricular activities in developing a well-rounded individual. So, sports and activity expen- 
ditures seemed less frivolous to me. I appreciated the importanceof state-of-the-artequipment 
Therefore, I comprehended that the need for computers and other high-tech machinery 
justified the purchase prices. 

Also, teachers received more compassion from me. They bear the awesome responsi- 
bility of educating our country's futureleaders. Indeed, when handlingstudent problems, they 
deserve administrative support. The importance of job satisfaction, fair wages, and work 
environment influenced my decisions as I balanced labor issues and management issues 
during contract negotiations. 

The academic foundation and positive support from BCCfacultyandstaff benefitedme 
greatly. Professionally, I transferred to and graduated from Glassboro State College with a 
bachelor's degree in communications and now work as the college relations specialist at BCC. 
P ersonally, I con tinue to strive for educational excellence as president of our board of 

education. If not for BCC,mygoal to serve my commu- 
nity would not have been realized. Truly, Burlington 
County College has enabled me to share in Kennedy's 
dream for a more caring and giving nation. 



Linda Dickman graduated from Burlington 
County College in 1987 with a degree in 
liberal arts and is now living in Maple 
Shade, NJ. She is a college relations special- 
ist at Burlington and serves on the board of 
education in Maple Shade. One of her 
contributions to her community was to 
found the Maple Shade Parents' Advisor,- 
Council. 
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Steve Doede 

North central Technical College, WI 

Male students in the graduating class of 1967, in my 
hometown of Wausau, Wisconsin, had several al- 
ternatives upon graduation: enlist in the armed 
forces and almos t surely be sen t to Vie tnam; enroll a t Nor thcentral 
Technical College to pursue a technical education; or, enroll at the 
branch campus of the University of Wisconsin, both located in 
^Wausau. 

Not wanting to be foolhardy, and believing that the techni- 
cal college was only for those who couldn't make it at a ''rear 
college, I chose to attend the university branch campus. 

A year of general studies later, with no particular career 
objective in mind, I decided that the only thing! liked to do was work on automobiles and that 
if I was going to pursue that as a career, I might as well enroll at NTC and learn how to do it 
right. 

With the "technical students are second class citizens" thought still in mind, I deter- 
mined to just attend, leam what I could, and get out of there as soon as possible. Much to my 
astonishment,! soon learned that the requirements to succeed in technical education were just 
as rigorous as those a t the university. To be successful as a service technician no t only did ! have 
to acquire good technical skills, ! also had to communicate well, be able to do mathematical 
calculations, and understand the psychology of human behavior. Surely these couldn' t be the 
same qualities that one would expect from an individual pursuing a profession via the four 
year university route — but they were. 

I also learned tha t if ! were able to do well, there was another profession besides service 
technician that ! could aspire to — that of educator. The thought initially occurred to me as ! 
watched and listened to my instructors, particularly Bob Slane and Wayne Berry. By example, 
they showed me that instructors can affect students on a level that treats them as individuals, 
that encourages them to achieve, and that lets them make decisions relative to their own 
particular circumstances. For instructors todothatrequiresextremeself-confidence, a positive 
attitude, and an administration that supports them — something that surely had to exist at 
NTC. 

Inspired by the dedication to excellence of the college, and the professionalism of the 
instructors,! continued my studies and received a baccalaureate in industrial education two 
years after graduation from NTC. 

Today, as the head of the automotive department of Oklahoma State University's 
Technical Branch in Okmulgee, OK, with responsibil- 
ity for 15 instructors and 250 students, ! strive to instill 
those ideals, those philosophies, and those expecta- 
tions that were first impressed upon me by the admin- 
istration and faculty of NTC. ! am, and will remain, 
forever indebted. 




Steve Doede gradmted from hlor thcentral 
Technical College in 1970 with a degree in 
automotive technology and now lives in 
Okmidgee, OK. As head of the automotive 
department at Oklahoma State Univer- 
sity, he assumes responsibility for super- 
vising^ 
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Ben Duran 

Merced College, CA 

While in high school, my friends and I gave little 
thought to attending college. Two things happened 
to change all of that. First, my English teacher 
continually encouraged us to consider college. Secondly, and most 
fortunate for me and students like me, Merced College was es- 
tablished in 1962. By the time I graduated from high school in 1966, 
Merced College was up and running at the local fair grounds with 
the new campus about to be completed. There were no -nore 
excuses that I could use about distance and finances for not 
attending college. 

Since neither of my farmworker parents had graduated 
from high school and no one in my family had ever attended college, I was more than a bit 
doubtful about my chances in college. My parents were supportive and encouraging but could 
offer no financial assistance. In my culture, older sons contribute to the family income while 
they live at home. Consequently, I took a part-time job that allowed me to meet my obligation 
to the family while paying my expenses at Merced College. This would not have been possible 
if Merced College had not been located near my home. 

Once enrolling and attending, I was pleasantly surprised to find that quite a few of my 
friends were also attending. Many came from the same background and had the same kinds 
of barriers to overcome. In most cases, we were the first from our families to attend college. 

Merced College provided me with the confidence base from which I was able to 
continue my education. After leaving Merced, I completed a bachelor's degree in Spanish and 
history, followed by a secondary teaching credential. After teaching for five years at my high 
school alma mater, I completed my master's and earned an administrative credential. The next 
10 years took me through a series of administrative and counseling jobs that led to my present 
position as Superintendent of the LeGrand Union High School District, the very same district 
that I graduated from in 1966. Currently, my wife and I are both finishing our doctoral studies 
at the University of Southern California. 

My district is 85 percent Hispanic students, but from our graduating class of 1988, over 
70 percent are attending college. A majority of those are at Merced College. This is due to our 
ability to articulate outreach activities with Merced College, providing a place for 

underrepresented students to attend college. I learned 
something very special in 1966 about the value of 
community colleges, and am using what I learned 
then to ensure that students from my school get a fair 
shake today. 
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Ben Duran graduated from Merced Col- 
lege in 1 969 with a degree in liberal s tudies 
and now lives in Merced , CA. Assuperiri- 
tendent/principal of Le Grand Union High 
School in Merced^ he works with adminis- 
trators, faculty, andsiudents inall areas of 
the Merced Community College District. 
In addition to his contributions in working 
with Mexican-Americans, he fe highly rec- 
ognized by his peers as a capable profes- 
sional administrator. 
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Edward M. Eissey 

Palm Beach Community College, FL 

As a teenager in 1948, 1 enrolled at Palm Beach Commu- 
nity College on an athletic scholarship. As the son of 
J Lebanese immigrants who settled in Palm Beach 
County, I strongly felt that the College and the area provided 
excellent educational and professional opportunities for anyone 
who worked hard. 

Times were tough for my folks and they sacrificed a great 
deal to help me experience the opportunities that they missed. I 
was determined to succeed and make them proud me, and I 
knew that success started with a higher education. 

As a student at a community college, I quickly realized that 
the faculty cared about thestudents. We were more than justbodies taking up spacein a lecture 
hall. We all had our own individual needs, and they were addressed by college instructors who 
were genuinely concerned about our future. 

For me, the community college experience allowed for challenge and patience. Instruc- 
tors had the time to offer one-on-one tutoring when necessary. If a student had a question or 
difficulty with a subject, there was no problem in scheduling an appointment with the 
mstructor. As time has passed, I still maintain that, while the community college system has 
grown, it nonetheless allows for a greater margin of individual attention that is not always 
available at a four-year institution. 

I have heard it said that lightning strikes twice, and I am living proof of that concept. In 
1978, 1 became president of Palm Beach Community College, and I still feel as close to the 
college as I did in 1948. Although 41 years have passed, I am still enthusiastic that the 
community college system offers the best possible education at affordable prices. In some 
instances, a community college is economically the only choice some students can make. 
However, while the college may be less finaiiCially taxing, it is nonetheless an institution of 
higher learning that mandates the highest levels of academic achievement for the successful 
completion of any degree or certificate program. 

I am very proud of the education I received at Palm Beach Community College and I am 
equally as proud to ser\'e as this great institution's president. Pride is what makes a student a 
scholar, a painter an artist, or a teacher an educator. I am proud of PBCC and I am proud that 
my children followed in my footsteps and attended 
the college as well. I look forward to seeing my grand- 
children at this college as they pursue their higher 
education. 

The community college experience ... it is with- 
out a doubt one of the best choices anyone could make 
when planning their educational future. 
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Edward M Eissey graduated from Palm 
Beach Community College in 1948 with an 
associate's degree. He is currently presi- 
dent of Palm Beach Community College 
and lives in North Palm Beach, FL He is 
director of St. Judes Hospital for Children 
in Memphis and serves on the board ^ 
directors of a Palm Beach bank. He is also 
a recipient of the City of Hope Humanities 
Award and a North Palm Beach Chamber of 
Commerce Appreciation Award, 



EDUCATION 



Geraldine A* Evans 

Rochester Community College, MN 



My family lived on a small dairy farm in Southeast- ^^^^^^^^^^^H 
ern Mimiesota. Although there was never much 

money, there was always an interes t in reading and ^^^^^^^^^^^^H 

the larger world around us. Several very admired relatives were ^^^^^^^^|^H 

teachers, and I never remembered a time when I did not plan to ^^^^^^^^H^^h 

attend college. Thinking back, I sometimes wonder why I had such ^^^^^^^^^^H 

faith in that reality when the cost was really quite beyond our ^^H^^^^^^H 

I graduated from Rochester Senior High School with a good ^^^E ^^^^'^^^^l 

academic record. The local community college was housed in the ^^^^ ^I^^H 

fourth and fifth floors of the high school building, so it seemed very 

natural to ''move upstairs to the JC when the decision came to choose a college. Many of my 
friends also attended the junior college, and my busy activity schedule and rigid academic 
pursuits just continued in a very spontaneous manner. 

. Although I know I thought I was very mature at the time I graduated from high school, 
I often look back and think of how naive I really was, and how privileged I was that my 
community had established such a fine college. My effortless decision to attend Rochester 
Community College was a very fortunate one for me. It allowed me to live at home and obtain 
a first-rate college education at a very low cost. I was able to work 20 to 25 hours a week to pay 
for my tuition and books, as well as set aside some money for the upcoming two years at the 
university. 

The superb faculty of the college was intellectually stimulating and the quality and 
reputation of the courses allowed me to actually gain credits on transfer to the University of 
Minnesota. I can truthfully say that the best teaching I ever received was provided at RCC The 
classroom learning, however, was the second most valuable aspect of my RCC experience. As 
editor of the college newspaper, as a member of the student government, and as an officer and 
member of several other clubs and organizations, I learned the skills of leadership, teamwork, 
group participation, and cooperation toward common goals that have been invaluable in 
progressing in my career. 

The same sort of natural progression of events led me back here to be president of 
Rochester Community College. It is my sincere hope each day that this college is having the 
same very positive impact on the lives of students today as it did when I was attending. 

Geraldine A. Evans graduated from Roch- 
ester Comm unity College in 1 958 with an 
A A degree and is now living in Rochester, 
MN. She is the president of Rochester 
Community College, Dr. Evans lias been 
very involved in Rochester's effort to form 
a university center and is trying to increase 
continuing education offerings, student 
services, business outreach, and programs 
for disad'oantaged students* 



PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Lacinda Drake Evans 

Genesee Community College, NY 
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A 



fter sustain ag a work-related injury a number of 
years ago, I found myself disabled. For two years I 

searched for work that my body could endure, but I 

was told by many prospective employers, "I'm sorry, but you 
don't have the education required for this position." After much 
frustration and damage to my self-esteem, I was referred to vo- 
cational rehabilitation. With the aid of that agency, I applied to 
Genesee Community College. 

The steps I took as I entered the doors of Genesee Commu- 
nity College were the most frightening of my life. I had been out of 

^"^^^ool for many years and had no idea of what direction to take 
However, the advisement s taf f at GCC were warm and supportive. Working on an individual 

basis, tl-jeyhelped me makeoutmyfirstsemester'sscheduleandaplan for othi 
te^s. Although I had arrived terrified and full of doubt, I left with some encour^^^^^^^^^^ 

I started my first semester with virtually no self-confidence. My home environment 
provided nosupportor encouragement. The transition from mother and housewife to mother 
housewife, and student had totally overwhelmed me. motner, 

V'^'^'^'V^"'^ "l^"^^"^ ^^""^ surprised me if I had failed. Because of the nurturing 
atmosphere of Genesee Community College, however, I made tremendous growth that f rsl 
emester. Lgained confidence in my ability to succeed, and I was able to set goals in a direc on 
that at one time had seem .d completely unreachable. I had regained control of my life 

n.cp T^h rT ^^T"""'*^ 8'^" ^^^^"8*^ heal the wounds of my 

past. It helped me release an inner motivation that I never knew existed. It helped me see that 
life IS full of choices and that, although I will always face some obstacles, I now have the ab Htv 

cXJiT' r 'T""''^ ' ' g^^duate of Genesee Commun ty 

College-a place that made my dreams come true! ^ 



Lacinda Drake Evans graduated from 
Genesee Cottmunity College in 1990 with 
an associate's degree. She now lives in 
Perry, NY, where she teaches arts and crafts 
in that community's simmer youth pro- 
gram. She also helped initiate an arts and 
crafts program for mentally retarded adults 
and is preparing a crafts program for senior 
citizens. 
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Michael H. Farmer 

Greenville Technical College, SC 




I am one of those fortunate peisons who make their liveli- 
hood enjoying themselves. As a high school chemistry 
teacher, I experience challenges and rewards every day, 
find fulf illmen t and satisfaction, and realise goals and accomplish- 
ments.! feel that my job is important — alinkbetween past insights 
and future discoveries, youth and maturity, problems and solu- 
tions. My work is both career and passion — which after 17 years 
shows no sign of diminishing. 

The path to contentment was not direct, smooth, or easy. 
Thirty years ago, as a misdirected high school graduate, I had no 
intention of continuing my formal education. My parents and 
peers saw no value in more schooling and believed that getting a job was the best choice for me. 
I generally agreed, applied to work at a local auto battery factory, and resolved to ''work hard 
and make good.'' 

It was a supervisor who interrupted my unambitious plans, encouraged me to enroll in 
the chemical technology program at Greenville Technical College, and set in motion a series 
of events that were to change t^ j direction of my life. The first course in chemistry led toothers; 
part-time classes became a full-time program; random study evolved into degree commitment. 
I waselected student body president and served as editor of the first yearbook. I set new goals: 
more technical expertise, a better paying job, improved social status. I graduated with honors 
from the associate degree program,became a supervisor with a synthetic fibers company, and 
settled back to reap the benefits of my accomplishments. 

My "settling" was short-lived. The classes at Tech proved to be a beginning rather than 
an end; the instruction I received was a catalyst rather than conclusion. My instructors 
encouraged me to seek higher goals, and when Clemson University opened a two-year 
extension program on the Tech campus, I enrolled in a baccalaureate degree program. When 
Ireceivedmydegreeinchemistry two years later, lagain sensed theeventwasnot a conclusion, 
but another beginning. During my years at Tech and Clemson, I became convinced of the 
importance of education and felt a desire to become a part of the profession that uniquely 

touches the future. I chose to become a teacher. 

In the 17 years since I made that decision, there 
have been no regrets, only reassurances. I've com- 
pleted a master's degree program, begun work on a 
doctorate, received numerous state and national 
awards, and influenced hundreds of young people. I 
am forever reminded of how important a teacher's 
role is in influencing others. I hope that I can perpetu- 
ate what my Tech instructors taught me — that our 
possibilities are limited only by our degree of determi- 
nation. 



Michael H. Farmer graduated from 
Greenville Technical College in 1970 with 
a degree in chemical technology and is now 
living iti Tigerville, SC. He is a high school 
chemistry teacher at RiversideHigh School 
in Greer, SC. He received the Human 
Relations Aivard from the Greenville 
Conn ty Educaiion AsoocintioK the Award 
for Excellence in Secondary Science Teach- 
ing from the South Carolina Acadmy of 
Science, and the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Science and Mathematics 
Teaching, 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



Mark J. Felsheim 
Madison Area Technical College, WI 




A 



commitment to learning. A commitment to teaching. A 
commitment to education. These are focal points of 
my life and my career so far. And, when I ask myself 
where this commitment came from, I have to answer honestly that 
much of it came from my experiences at Madison Area Technical 
College. 

I have always enjoyed reading and learning and when I was 
younger I had also enjoyed school. Somewhere along the line, 
however, I lost that feeling of joy. By the end of high school, school 
was just a place to meet friends and to pass the time. I drifted for 
a year after my graduation with the vague notion that I should go 
^n to college, because that's what you were supposed to do, but with no real desire to do so. 

I started my studies at MATC for several reasons. First, the liberal studies major gave 
me a chance to pick up basic courses while I waited for the vision to tell me what to do with 
my life. Also, their flexible schedules allowed me to continue to work full-time or nearly full- 
time while I attended school. WhatI discovered at MATC was that learning could be fun again. 

With the personal attention I received and the enthusiasm of my instructors, I was able 
to raisemy "B" averagegrades in high school to honor grades at MATC. I found theexperience 
stimulating and challenging and fun. 

When Hater transferred to theUniversity of Wisconsin, I found Inotonly could compete 
with students who had already had two years of a university, but that I could surpass many 
of them. Much to the chagrin of friends who had dismissed MATC as "Tinker Toy Tech," I was 
also an honors student at the university. 

Since my graduation I have taught high school, junior high, adultbasic skills, adult high 
school, and associate degree college level. I have been a curriculum specialist, an inservice 
director, a university extension teacher, abusiness consultant, and an administrator, but I have 
never forgotten my experiences at MATC. 

I still feel a strong link with MATC and I am still grateful for the education and the 
experience. I am a member of the alumni association executive board and I have served on 
advisory committees for the college. In my current position with Southwest Wisconsin 
Technical College I have been able to draw on my experiences at MATC and my friends there 
to make this job a more rewarding experience. 



MaikJ. Felsheim graduated front Madison 
Area Technical College in 1975 with a de- 
gree in liberal arts and now lives in 
Fenninore, W. He is dean of out reach and 
educational services at Southxvest Wiscon- 
sin Technical College. He is a ineniber of the 
ViisconsinVocational,Technicaland Adult 
Education histruclional Administrators 
and Co.Uitviing Adniinislrators Associa- 
tion and serves on the Executive Board of 
Madison Area Technical College. 
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EDUCATION 



James Ford 

Lower Columbia College, WA 



Community colleges are many things to many people. A 
myriadof successfulindividualshavegotten their starts, 
the stimulus they needed, the educational tools needed, 
the necessary encouragement, and the opportunity to fulfill their 
dreams at community colleges. In my case, all of these factors were 
important, plus the opportunity to develop socially and to partici- 
pate in college activities. 

I realized that I would need to study in a college where 
classes were small and faculty would provide individual atten- 
tion. I wanted a college where onf; could participate and excel in 
athletics, work on the college newspaper and annual, and really 
get acquainted with friends and faculty. In summary, I wanted a smaller college that had 
excellent faculty who would work closely with me, a college with a friendly atmosphere where 
close friendships could be formed, and a college that cared about me as an individual. 

All of this I found at Lower Columbia Junior College (now Lower Columbia Commu- 
nity College) in Longvie w, Washington. In 1947 1 enrolled at LCJC under the GI Bill and lived 
at home. LCJC did not have a campus at that time, and classes were held at various sites around 
the city. Headquarters were in the basement of the public library. But a well-defined campus 
was not necessary because of the type of school spirit and the caring educators who taught at 
this college. 

It was there that I received outstanding instruction and encouragement from a dedicated 
and well-credentialed faculty. For example, LCJC had two of the finest biology instructors I 
have encountered in my entire career. They held doctorates in zoology and provided the 
encouragement and self-confidence I needed to proceed in college and eventually to earn my 
doctorate in cell biology in 1962. 

I can't thank this college enough for what it did for me and my career. The faculty, 
coaches, administrative staff (president, registrar, and a dean at that time), and fellow students 
all cared about each other and provided an environment and a spirit where success was 
encouraged. 

And it was here, at LCJC, that I actually made my career choice. It was at this college 
where I had such a pleasant and rewarding experience that I determined that I wanted to work 
in a community college. I didn't realize then that I would become a community college 
president and work to provide the same environment for the next generation. But this did 

happen, and I would not change it for anything. 

Today, LCCC has a very fine, well-equipped 
campus in a beautiful part of Longvie w, but the atmo- 
sphere is still the same — a friendly, inviting, excellent, 
and caring faculty and staff providing opportunities 
for students of all ages. 



]ames Ford graduated from Lower Colum- 
bia College in 1948 with a degree in biology 
and now lives in Mount Vtrnon, WA. He 
is president of Skagit Valley Communih/ 
College, where he Im produ d many pro* 
fessioml publications, Amonghis academic 
coniributions has been serving as senior 
autrior for the textbook. Living Systems: 
Principles and Rcladonships. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Gary Fouraker 

Southeast Community CoUege-Milford Campus, NE 




H 



aving spent my childhood in a lower-middle class 
farm community with no other family members who 
attended postsecondary school, the thought of at- 
tending a traditional four-year college was the furthest thing from 
my mind. While I received excellent grades throughout high 
school in a college prep curriculum, my interests were more 
technical, primarily aimed at accounting. After considering sev- 
eral area business schools, I ciecided that SCC-Milford offered the 
best educational opportunities in my area of interest, along with 
the additional curriculum in automated data processing. 

It was during my second year at SCC that one of my 
instructors convinced me that I should pursue additional education in order to enhance my 
career possibilities. He was instrumental in my being hired as a part-time computer program- 
mer at the University of Nebraska while enrolling in the college of business adminibtration. 
That was only the beginning, since I continued to work full-time as a systems analyst and in 
other managerial positions at the university while attending classes part-time, eventually 
earning bachelor's and master's degrees. 

My education and experience at SCC were invaluable, providing me with the resources 
to continue my education, and allowing me to use my knowledge and expertise in the 
computer and data processing areas to automate a variety of systems and procedures 
throughout the university. Many of the ideas and techniques developed during this time have 
been shared with colleagues through presentationsandpapersat various national forums,and 
have hopefully resulted in improvements at other institutions. 

While computer equipment technology has changed dramatically, the basics of com- 
puterized data processing, learned almost 25 years ago at SCC, still serve me well today as I 
attempt to manage the business affairs of a major intercollegiate athletic program. 



Gary Fouraker graduated from Southeast 
Community CoUege-Milford Campus in 
1966 with a degree in electronic data pro- 
cessing and now lives in Lincoln, N£. He 
is assistant athletic director for business 
affairs at the University of Nebraska, Gary 
has been active in various civic organizrt- 
tions, including the Village of Hichnan 
Planning Commission and the College 
Athletic Business Managers Association. 
Hehnsalsosclectedandintegratedcomputer 
hardwarclsoftware in to furiciinns of his de- 
partment. 
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EDUCATION 




Martha Foxall 

Richland College, TX 

My life changed when I received a phone call from 
my son's math teacher at Berkner High School 
asking if I wanted to continue my education. M) 
answer was "Yes, I do." I was the mother of five children, rearing 
a four-year-old daughter at the time. 

I did not know what I wanted to ao. Just starting all over 
again felt good. 

I did not have the money to pay for my courses, so I was 
given a grant. I was also not sure if I could go to school on campus, 
because of my four-year-old daughter, but the college had an 
extension in my communi ty. I put my daughter in a day care center 
and enrolled. 

I was not sure about myself Ibegan a reading course. My instructor was Carl Denmon. 
He encouraged .ne to keep going. 

I wanted to stop because I felt alone. I was the oldest among the group, and it was not 
easy to sit there each day, making mistakes. But the students who were in the class said, "Do 
not stop." 

Later, I started a writing course. Writing was a course I thought would be easy, but it 
wasn't. My instructor, Tane Peterson, worked very patiently with me. She would work early 
or late to help me get my subject completed. As it turns out, I still need writing courses. 

During my college career, I was informed about the degree plan. A student could take 
60 hours and get her/his degree in whatever field she chose to work in. All the courses I needed 
to become an educational paraprofessional were taught at the college. 

The most rewarding experience for me was that my instructors, including the ones in 
the paraprofessional program, never gave up on me. They kept me informed 9bout what I 
needed to study. 

I did graduate with an associate degree in applied arts and sciences in 1980. 

In 1979 1 was hired b) Ihe Dallas Independent School District as a teacher's aide. Now 
I work with the Thomas Jefferson High School in an Alternative Education Program. I work 
with students who have behavior problems. 

Sometimes there is a need to sit and listen to students tell their side of the problems. I 
do this and give instruction. I also have clerical responsibilities. 

Thanks to the Alumni Association for giving me an opportunity to share my story. 



Martha Foxall graduated from Richland 
College in 1980 with an associate's degree 
in education and now lives in Dallas, T- :. 
She is a desegregation aide at Thomu.<i 
Jefferson High School and began classes in 
Hamilton Park— Richland's first "store- 
front" classroom. She is also active in her 
precinct and community. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Randy R. Griffin 

Treasure Valley Community College, OR 

With encouragement from my parents to pursue a 
college education, I found it challenging and excit- 
ing deciding which educational institution I wanted 
to attend. However, coming from a very small rural community, 
I also quickly found this process to be intimidacing to say the least. 
Therefore, I chose my local community college. Treasure Valley 
Community College, because of its small size, good reputation, 
availability, and because it more than met my needs. 

I soon learned that this decision was a sound one for several 
reasons. The ratio of students per faculty member v/as low in 
contrast to the university setting. For me, thir proved invaluable. 
I quickly found all faculty and staff to be humanitarians ready to assist all students in a caring 
and dedicated way. All would go the extra mile ii necessary either in academics or personal 
endeavors. The personalized attention I received during my two years at TVCC was 
unsurpassed. The support, enthusiam, and positive atmosphere quickly rubbed off on me, 
and I gained confidence from day one. Once this momentum began to build, it was like a giant 
steam roller, which was virtually unstoppable. I was encouraged, stimulated, and felt as if I 
was on top of the world. 

It was easy to become involved in campus activities where faculty and staff took part 
like one big family. This promoted a unified and caring feeling within the college that flowed 
directly into the community and into my personal life. 

Looking back, I am now fully aware of the drama tic impact TVCC had on my life. Upon 
graduation in 1975, with an AS degree inbusiness administration, I had in two years overcome 
my self-esteem problems and was able to meet all future challenges, both educational and 
personal, with enthusiam and confidence. It provided me an excellent and necessary stepping 
stone to successfully complete a BS degree inbusiness /economiCvS in 1977 as well as convincing 
me that education is truly a life-long learning commitment. 

In 1984,1 had the fortunate opportunity to join the administrativebtaff of TVCC. Filled 
with nothing but positive memories about TVCC, I actually felt again that I was the luckiest 
person in the world. Now after six years in this position, I still feel this way and have an even 
greater sense of accomplishment because I help provide educational opportunities to indi- 
viduals of all age groups and am able to contribute 
heavily to my community. 

TVCC is still a great community college pro- 
viding the same rewards I was lucky enough to obtain 
14 years ago. The day I decided to attend TVCC has 
proven to be one of the best decisions of my life. 




Randy R, Griffin graduated from Treasure 
Valley Community College in 1975 with a 
degreein bu$ines$administration. He now 
lives in Ontario, OR, and serves as the 
business manager of hisalma mater. In the 
community, he works with the local Lions 
Club in various projects, including drug 
awareness and prevention programs and 
eyesight programs. He is aba very active 
with the TVCC Foundation to provide 
scholarships for students. 
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William Alexander Hall 
Tri-Cities State Technical Institute, TN 



I feel as if Ihavebeen in education all my life, bothasa student 
and as an instructor. I was among the first group of students 
who enrolled in what was then the cool design drafting 
programatTri-CitiesState Area Vocational-Technical School (now 
Tri-Cities State Technical Institute) in 1966. Nov^ over 20 years 
later, I am on the other side, as an assistant professor at the same 
school. X 

In 1966, 1 was looking fo: a skill at which I could make a 
living and one that I would enjoy the rest of my adult life. My 
background was rich in farming, due to the fact that my ancestors 
had been farmers in Northeast Tennessee for five generations. I 
had a need for a change, one that was challenging, but still allowed me to be creative. My goal 
did not include leaving the region to find fame and fortune. To me, my fortune was right here 
with my family and friends. 

My experiences atTech taught me much more than the essentials of the drafting trade. 
I learned that pride in workmanship is not out-of-date; that an honest day's work is as 
important in the business world as it is on the farm. I learned that professionalism is the 
benchmark of any job. 

My time as a student atTech gave me tremendous respect for the teaching profession. 
The intimate atmosphere of a small school gave me the chance to work closely with my 
classmates and teachers. These instructors motivated me greatly. My instructors atTech were 
more than teachers. They were role models, advisors, counselors, and friends. I often think of 
them now as I deal with my students. I hope that as a teacher, I am able to instill some of these 
values in my students. 

I only recently discovered that one of my ancestors was Samuel Doak, founder of the 
first school in Tennessee. I'm sure he must have loved teaching as much as I do. 




Willimn Alexander Hall graduated from 
Tri'Cities SlateTechnicalltistituteinl966 
with a degree in tool design drafting and 
now lives in Bloiintville, TN. He is an 
assistant professor at Tri-Cities State, One 
of his ancestors is Samuel Doak, founder of 
the first school in the state of Tennessee, 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Barbara J. Hamilton 
Central Piedmont Community College, NC 




I 



had my first child at age 13, so I had to drop out of school. 
Having a child at that age and in those times was very hard. 
People look down on you and don' t respect you. Although 
I did get married after my child was born, it was not easy. I didn't 
wantto go back toschool, solstarted to look for a job. Withoutany 
training, the only jobs I could get during those days were factory 
or domestic. I chose domestic. 

In 1960, 1 moved to New York. Again, I found that it was 
hard to get a decent job without any training, but you could still 
find work. I lived there for 22 years and had jobs as a domestic, 
selling books, inspecting zippers, in banks, as a receptionist and 
phone operator, in department stores; my last job was with the New York State Department 
of Taxation Finance. While working at the bank, one of the requirements for keeping the job 
was to take a class to prepare for my high school equivalency. After I received that, it was easier 
to get better paying jobs. 

After living and working in New York for those years, I decided to return to North 
Carolina to raise my youngest child, who is now 12 years old. I chose Charlotte because it 
offered more job opportunities than Durham, my home town. Aga in, I faced the same problem 
of not being able to get a decent job. 

I realized, after working ata variety of jobs, that I wasn'tgoing to get anywhere unless 
I could type, use a computer, or get some kind of a degree. After checking around, I found out 
about a typing class that was being given at Double Oaks Center, one of Central Piedmont 
Community College's off campus locations. This was my first step toward my present 
position. I didn't do too well in the typing class, but it got me interested in trying to better 
myself, and that is what CPCC is all about. CPCC has all kinds of classes and seminars to 
encourage people to come back to school. Their Human Resources class was such a class. It 
shows you what you have to face in the work world today and helps you prepare yourself for 
this by teaching you how to dress, how to prepare a resume, and how to get a job interview. 
All of these factors combined gave me the incentive to try to continue my education. 

During the second quarter, I didn't know what courses to take or what kind of degree 
I wanted. After talking to other students, I found that CPCC had counselors who would help 
you. The counseling office assigned a counselor to me and with her help and suggestions I set 
out to get a degree in general office technology. The leading subject was typing. I stayed wi th 
il because I found that the instructors and everyone at 
CPCC cared about the students. 

With my degree in general office technology, 
which I received in May of 1989 at age 50, 1 received a 
position with CPCC. I would like to thank everyone at 
CPCC for all of their help and encouragement. It has 
been a great experience! 



Barbara J. Hamilton graduated from Cen- 
tral Piedmont Community College in 1989 
with a degree in general office technology 
and now lives in Charlotte, NC. She is a 
secretary at Central Piedmont and is known 
widely for her helpful service-oriented ap- 
proach to the college's students and em- 
ployees. 
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EDUCATION 



Minh-Anh Hodge 

Columbia Basin College, WA 



0^ 



I was an interpreter for the United States Air Force in Viet- 
nam before I came tc the Tri-Cities with my husband in 
1973. After the fall of South Vietnam in 1975, I began 
working for the Kennewick School District as a consultant for 
Southeast Asian refugees, and later taught classes in the area of 
English as a Second Language. Because of my desire to make 
decisions that would positively affect students, I decided to go 
back to school to earn my teaching degree. 

In 1981, 1 enrolled at Columbia Basin College and Eastern 
Washington University simultaneously. Even though I was a 
homemaker with three small children and had a full-time job, I 
graduated from CBC in 1983 with a 4.0 CPA. I obtained my bachelor's degree in education in 
1984, graduating in the top 20 from Eastern, and received the Mary Shields Wilson Medal for 
Academic Excellence. My master's and principal's credentials were obtained the following 
year. 

For the past five yeari,Ihavebeen coordinating the Kennewick School District bilingual 
programs and I truly enjoy working with the students, staff, and parents to provide a quality 
educational program for all students, especially those who are limited in speaking English- 

I am going back to college for more advanced studies. No matter what kind of academic 
achievements I reach in the future, I will maintain a deep appreciation for the excellent 
education I received from the caring staff at CBC. They provided me with the solid basics and 
support that helped enhance my future learning and opportunities. 



Minh'Anh Hodge graduated from Cvlwri' 
bia Basin College in 1983 with an A A 
degree and noiv lives in Pasco, WA, She is 
director of the bilingual program of the 
Kennewick School District and is heavily 
involved in advancing educational oppor- 
tunities for youth in the Tri-Cities, espe- 
cially those with limited English back- 
grounds. Shealso chairs theboard of trustees 
ofCohmbia Basin College. 
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PROHLES IN SUCCESS 



Cynthia Ingram 

Patrick Henry Community College, VA 

Patrick Henry Community College has provided the 
opportunity for me to continue my education and 
experience in tremendous career challenges. My initial 
experience coming to the college was that Patrick Henry Commu- 
nity College was a warm and friendly place to learn. My feeling 
about the co' ,ge has not changed one bit. Two of my favorite 
instructors, Whitey Pitts and Martha Prillaman, took special inter- 
est in assisting, advisii^g, and encouraging me to excel in my 
classes. 

When I decided to return to college, I was 32 years old, 
married, a mother of three, and a full-time shift worker at Dupont 
Company. I was really very indecisive about my future. It had been more than 10 years since 
I had been in college. I am convinced that the support I received at PRCC increased my 
confidence in my own knowledge, skills, and abilities, which has led me to really believe tha t 
I am only limited by my own imagination and sacrifices. 




Cynthia Ingram graduated from Patrick 
Henry Community College in 1981 with a 
degreein business administration. Sheacfs 
as coordinator of extended learningservices 
at Patrick Henry Community College and 
now lives in Martinsville, VA. Under her 
leadership, the college has developed exten- 
sive training programs for local employers 
and established a center for small business. 
She also serves on the board of directors and 
executive board of the local Chamber of 
Commerce and the Community Employ- 
ment Advisory Council. 
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Margaret Ingram 

Indian River Community College, FL 



My greatest contribution to society has been primarily 
in the field of education. My dedication to this 
challenging profession has been kindled by the 
satisfaction I derived from continuing my own education despite 
a most humble beginning. It was my community college experi- 
ence that gave me the boost of confidence and intellectual aspira- 
tions to fulfill my goals. The year I received my associate's degree, 
1976, was a major turning point in my life, and my memory of the 
occasion is as vivid as yesterday. 

Let's for a moment revisit an incident on campus early in 
my educational journey. It was after my two sons were bom that 
I began my studies at Indian River Community College with the support of my husband, a 
business management student. Shyness prevented me from seeking financial aid, but my 
husband had made an appointment with the dean to discuss our financial situation. Out of 
concern for my extreme shyness, my husband answered all of the questions at this meeting 
including those directed to me, prompting the dean to inquire, "Mrs. Ingram, can you speak?" 

Two years later Ireceived my associate's degree and two years after that, my bachelor's 
degree in elementary education. It was the personal interest and encouragement I received at 
Indian River that enabled me to overcome my shyness and lack of confidence. The intimate 
environment of the community college made me secure in my abilities, as did the feeling thit 
everyone was there to help and suppof t my endeavors. 

I found that obstacles tliA seem like gigantic mountains are chiseled into sand when you 
become part of the community college family. Since that humble beginning, I have never again 
underestimated my ability to achieve any goal in life. 

For example, whoever would have dreaiuud that just 12 years later, this shy and quiet 
girl would become 1988 Florida Teach of the Year and Cliribta MtAuUffe Ambassador for 
Education? Who would have thought 1 would be chosen to fill a position that allowed me the 
opportunity to travel around Florida ft promote education, to spread my ^eal across the state 

and nation to "Reach ht Iho Stars Through Educa- 
tion?" 

One year Inter, this community college gradu- 
ate was featured among the nation's finest in the 
"Disney Channel Salute to the American Teacher," 
and the same year, served as a participant in the 
Governor's Education Summit to help determine the 
direction of education in the State of Florida. 

What a wonderful opportunity to say thank 
you to a paramount institution that made my humble 
beginning a great beginning, my community college 
experience. 



Margaret Ingram graduated from Indian 
River Community College in 1976 with a 
degree in elementary education and now 
livesin VeroBeach,FL Sheisa4thand5th 
grademathand science teacher at Beachland 
Elementary School Por the past ten years 
she has served on various school advisory 
and curriculum committees, the district s 
Peer Teacher Program and Parents' In- 
volvement in Education Tutorial Program, 
and sponsors the Literary Club and Values 
Committee at her school She was selected 
as teacher of theyear by two organizations 
in 1986 and 1988 and also belongs to nu- 
merous cixnc organizations. 



257 



PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Christine Johnson 

Fresno City College, CA 



w 



hen I arrived ut Fresno City College in the Fall of 
1963, the idea of attending a community college 
was still foreign and hard forme to accept. I had just 
graduated from high school in a rural Texas com- 
munity, with great expectations and the long-held belief that I 
would attend one of the historically Black colleges along with my 
friends. 

During the summer, however, all of my plans changed. Due 
to my father's illness, instead of going to a rr.ajor four-year college, 
I was stuck at what I believed to be a second-rate junior college ?n 
a place I was convinced no one had ever heard of. 

While I understood that the family's income could not 
augment my scholarship, and everyone had to make sacrifices for the next several years, I still 
felt cheated. Nevertheless, the next two years at Fresno City College literally transformed and 
helped to shape my attitude toward life. 

For example, when I arrived at Fresno City College I knew I wan ted to go to college, but 
I was not completely focused on which career I wished to pursue. Reality soon set in, however, 
and I felt compelled to focus. I decided that due to the famil/s financial picture, I should 
concentrate on a career that would get meout of school in four years and into the labor market. 
Somehow, I was directed toward the counseling center and my transformation began. 

My experience with the counselors at Fresno City College helped me to learn the art of 
setting goals and persisting until those goals are achieved. In the process I developed, 
internally, the motivation and determination to succeed in all aspects of my life. 

My experiences in the classroom were equally motivating. The no-nonsense instructors 
provided clear and concise expectations about my performance. I was challenged to strive for 
excellence. My mind expanded by leaps and bounds as I was introduced to the different 
subjects in the liberal arts curriculum at Fresno City College. 

My positive experiences at Fresno City College from 1963-1965 enabled me to attain an 
associate degree in liberal arts and make an easy transition from a junior college to a four-year 
institution such as Fresno State. At Fresno State, I earned a bachelor's in social welfare and a 
minor in psychology. After a few years in the work force, I returned to Fresno State and earned 
a master's degree in counseling and guidance. However, the quest for knowledge implanted 
and nurtured at Fresno City College continued to grow, and I felt motivated to return to school 
at the University of Southern California to pursue a 
doctorate in higher education administration. 

The solid foundation I gained at Fresno City 
College has sustained me professionally and person- 
ally through the years in my career as a counselor, 
educator, entrepreneur, college dean, and consultant. 



Christine Johnson graduated from Fresno 
City College in 1 965 with a degree in liberal 
arts and now lives in Fresno, CA. She is an 
administrator at Fresno City College and 
belongs to numerous professional organi- 
zations. She has given many professional 
presentations and served diverse organiza- 
tions in the San Francisco Bay Area for the 
past dozen years as a grant writer and board 
member^ 
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Lynn Johnson 

Clark State Community CoUege, OH 

As my high school years came to an end, I was unsure of 
what my future held. My parents suggested I try Clark 
, State Community College so I could continue to live at 
home, work, and get an education. 

I began my first year at Clark State taking general classes 
part-time, planning to go into social work. After getting through 
my first human services class in my second year, I decided social 
work wasn't the place for me. The second quarter of that year I met 
a wonderful advisor who s tar ted me on my way to a degreein early 
childhood education. 

For the next year and a half I was unsure if I could make it. 
There were so many projects to do and so much information to learn. But my advisor kept 
encouraging me and I became determined to graduate. 

I began my first practicum in a wonderful preschool program and started a new job 
working in an infant-toddler program designed to care for the young children of teenage 
parents who were finishing high school. In addition, Iwas waitressing on the weekends. I soon 
became overloaded by the two jobs, the work on my practicum, and my classes — but I made 
it through. 

Finally I had made it to my last quarter at Clark State. This meant I was to start another 
practicum at a different center. The thought of leaving the previous preschool program broke 
my heart. I went to my advisor begging and pleading to stay. She said it was policy for each 
student to switch sites for the second practicum. She finally decided to compromise and said 
iflwrote a proposal on the advantages of remaining there Icouldstayformy second practicum. 
I wrote the proposal and spent my final quarter with the same program. 

Before I knew it, graduation came. I took a summer job, unsure of what the future held. 
My supervisor at the infant- toddler center approached me at mid-summer with a proposition. 
She was resigning and wanted me to replace her. I wasn't sure* if a new community college 
graduate was ready for a day care director's position. I thought long and hard about the offer 
and decided to take a chance. I interviewed for the job and was hired the next day. 

I could not have taken on this challenge without the help of Clark State Community 
College and my advisor. Because of them I am using my education to keep teenaged parents 
in school and help shape the lives of small children whose only hope may be the care I provide. 




Lynn Johnson graduated from Clark S ate 
Community CoUege in 1989 with a degree 
in early childhood education and now lives 
in Springfield, OH. She is now director of 
a day care center, thereby taking on the 
challenging responsibility of maintaining 
the well-being of infants and toddlers who 
often livein less than ideal home sititations. 
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Patsy Joyner 

Paul D. Camp Community College, VA 




w 



hen Paul D. Camp Community College opened in 
1971, 1 had been out of high school and married for 
10 years. I was also working full-time as a medical 
secretary and was actively involved in a number of community 
organizations. Frankly, I did not want to give up any one of these 
roles. However, I did want to pursue my education because my 
experience had shown me that having credentials is the best way 
to make a difference in your own life and the lives of others around 
you. I wanted to have an opportunity to make a difference. 

My first contact with the community college was my meet- 
ing with a counselor. She was warm, friendly, and encouraging. I 
signed up for a full load and attended classes four nights a week and during lunch hours. With 
this hectic schedule I learned to juggle many things to make each minute count. I ate lunch in 
the car, read notes and polished my nails at stoplights, and studied after my husband and 
daughter went to bed. I remember one particular time when I was studying for exams. I was 
so intensely involved in my psychology notes that I lost track of time. Suddenly I heard a bird 
chirping. I went to the Vv^indow and raised the shade. To my surprise it was the next day, and 
I was due at work in one hour! I was so motivated by my experience at the college that I happily 
went without sleep. 

At PDCCC I was challenged to become all I was capable of becoming. Each of my 
professors and advisors took personal interest in me. They bolstered my confidence and self- 
esteem. Because of their support I was able to graduate with the first graduating class at PDCCC 
(with honors). It was not an ending, but a beginning. I left with a thirst for more! 

I went on to earn bachelor's and master's degrees from Old Dominion University and 
the educational specialist certificate and doctorate of education degree from the College of 
William and Mary. I am especially proud that I accomplished this while working full-time and 
being actively involved in community and professional affairs. 

Today I am where I belong and where I can contribute the most: I am working at Paul 
D. Camp Community College! I feel fortunate to have 
the opportunity to provide the encouragement that I 
received to others. I especially like being a role model 
for other women. I want them to know that they can be 
a wife, mother, community contributor, and a student, 
and that the best place to begin is the community 
college! 



Patsy Joyner graduated from Paul D. Camp 
Community College in 1977 and is now 
livinginCourtlandfVA. Sheis thedircctor 
of community and continuing education 
and public information officer at Paul D, 
Camp Community College. She is trea- 
surer of the State Executive Commission 
for the Virginia Identification Program for 
Women in Higher Education Administra- 
tion, member of astatewide Adult Literaq/ 
Commission, Virginia representative to the 
District U Board of Directors for the Na- 
tioml Council for Marketing and Public 
Relations, and chair of the Deerfield Cor- 
rectional Center Advisory Board. 
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John Long 

Technical College of the Lowcountry, SC 

Attending college had been one of my life-long goals. 
After completing high school, working for a couple of 
, years, and spending better than two years in the mili- 
tary, I was more than ready to go to college. I had discovered that 
in order to get the type of job I wanted, I had to have a college 
education. 

Finding the right college, however, was a different story. 
The type of college that I had always envisioned was one where the 
classes were small and the instructors were caring, a place where 
I would not become just another social security number. I also had 
to be able to work full-time to support my family. 

I found everything I needed at the Technical College of the Lowcountry, a two-year 
technical college in Beaufort, SC. I found a job in the maintenance department of the college, 
which allowed me to attend classes full-time. Once I started classes, I was motivated and 
encouraged at every turn, not only by the instructors but also by everyone I ca.ne in contact 
with at the college. The type of atmosphere I found at TCL was a deciding factoi in my plan 
to continue my education after receiving an associate's degree in 1974. 

After I received a bachelor's degree in business administration in 1976, 1 .plied for a 
position as a developmental mathematics instructor at the college. I was hired. Since then I have 
seen a lot of students who are mirror images of myself when I first began my pursuit of a college 
education. These students lack confidence, motivation, and a belief that they can accomplish 
their goals. I try very hard to give to them the same encouragement and special attention that 
I received. 

I am currently enrolled in a graduate degree program. Without the encouragement and 
special treatment I received in a two-year college, I probably would not have the confidence 
or motivation to successfully complete the graduate program. My experience in the two-year 
college system has certainly helped me to better serve the students I teach and advise. 




John Long graduated from Technical Col- 
lege of the Lowcountry in 1974 with a 
degree in business and now lives in Beau- 
fort, SC. He is a developmental education 
instructor at Technical College of the 
Lowcountry and has provided support and 
encouragement to many students entering 
developmental mathematics. 
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Lori A. Manion 

Scottsdale Community College, AZ 

Scot tsdale Community College was a natural step toward 
a well-rounded college education. As a recent high 
school graduate, I was intimidated not only by univer- 
I sity life but by overcrowded classes and confusing curriculum 
I choices. I decided to enroll in a loca 1 junior college to help me adjust 
I to college life, while keeping expenses to a minimum. 
I The instructors and staff at SCC offered me a variety of 

I opportunities to become an active member of the college commu- 
I nity. I was impressed with the availability of smaller classes and 
I personalized curriculum advisement. While attending SCC, I was 
^ able to inves tiga te many academic progra ms. After enrolling in an 
introductory geology course, I realized that I had found a curriculum that was both interesting 
and exdting. I had taken the majority of available geology courses while attending SCC, and 
I had been actively involved in tutoring and the geology club. I was enjoying the earth sciences 
for the first time, and I was eager to continue my education at the university level. Upon 
graduation from SCC, and with the support of my geology professor, academic advisor, 
parents, and friends, I decided to set new goals for my education. 

I confiden tly enrolled in t he moun tain campus of Nor thern Arizona University a nd wi th 
perseverance earned a bachelor's degree in earth science education. The junior college 
experience was not only a natural educational progression for me, but also an enjoyable 
experience. It gave me a chance to grow and mature both mentally and emotionally while 
sharpening necessary skills for college survival. My SCC geology professor and academic 
advisor were the two most influential role models for my career selection. I shall always be 
grateful for their valuable assistance and encouragement. 




Lori A, Manion graduated from Scottsdale 
Community College in 1984 with a degree 
in science and now lives in Scottsdale, AZ. 
She is a teacher and a volunteer for the 
Liberty WildlifeRehabilitation Center. She 
received theOutstanding Geology Student 
Award in 1984 and served as a student 
representative to the Honors Program 
Commission. 
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Betty McKie 

Morgan Community College, CO 



AS community colleges came of age in the 1970s, so did 1. 
And I think I faced many of the samegrowing problems 
, that community colleges encountered. As a 17-year- 
old high school graduate, I went off to the university down the 
road— not because I knew wha 1 1 wan ted to d o, bu t because all my 
friends were going there. Nobody wanted to stay at home and 
attend the newly opened community college. 

I found myself drifting along that first year, homesick and 
not sure of where I should be going. After a year I gave it up and 
came home, found a job (for a little more than minimum wage), 
and settled down. All good things eventually come to an end and 
so did my job. After two-and-one-half years the company folded and moved out of town. I was 
lucky to have gotten that job and it wasn' t long before I decided i would have to acquire some 
newskills if I was going to get another. The local community college now seemed like the place 
to go. 

I walked into registrationatMorganCommunity College with theidea thati would take 
a shorthand class that would help me in the job market. An hour later, after sitting down with 
an advisor, * enrolled not only in a shorthand class but in four other classes as well. I was a full- 
time student and my real college experience had begun. 

Somewhere at Morgan Community College the quest-for-knowledgebugbit me and I 
couldn't get enough. Istudied hard,participated in student government and Phi Beta Lambda, 
served on commi ttees, and got involved in everything possible. I had truly found a place where 
I could be all that I wanted to be. MCC and I grew together and we haven't stopped. 

Ten years later, having finished two associate's degrees, a bachelor's degree, and a 
master's degree, I am back at MCC— this time as a faculty member and chair of a division. It 
is my turn to help students discover themselves and their successes by sharing my experiences 
over the years and supporting them in their endeavors. 

I believe it is true that we are a composite of our past experiences. I carry with me a part 
of all the wonderful teachers I had, the staff at the college, and even the presiden t, who always 
took the time to stop and talk about the fu ture with me. I am what I am today because Morgan 

Community College created an atmosphere for me 
and for many others to thrive in. 



Betty McKie graduated from Morgan 
Community College and earned degrees in 
business in 1978 and 1979. Slw now lives 
inFortMorgan,CO. Sheis chairperson of 
business and technical education at Mor- 
gan Community College. She isastatePhi 
Beta Lambda officer team advisor, works on 
numerous state committees for business 
education, chairs the core curriculum writ- 
ing team for the comm unity college systan 
in Colorado, and was named Faculty Per- 
son of the Year at MCC in 1987. 
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Maria Lopez Miller 

McLennan Community College, TX 



E 



ducation was very important in my growing years. I 
grew up in a bilingual home where Spanish and English 
were the languages spoken. My mother spoke very little 
English, so it was out of necessity that I, being the oldest of four 
children, learned as much as possible so I could help at home. My 
father provided as much educational material as his salary could 
afford. 

Since there was not much money in our household for toys, 
my sisters and brother and Ispentmuch time playing such games 
as school and password. This contributed a great deal to my desire 
to teach. As far back as I can remember, I wanted to be a teacher. 
Having the support of my parents, I did very well in schwol and was given a scholarship to 
attend McLennan Community College. My dream was coming true. 

I felt both nervous and excited about attending college. My fears were relieved as I 
attended my classes and met my instructors. They provided genuine warmth and interest in 
helping me grow. With my grades and marvelous help from the financial aid director a t MCC, 
I had the good fortune of receiving a Ford Foundation Scholarship. This scholarship helped 
pay for my next two years at Baylor University. 

I have been teaching for 1 6 years now and have since received my master's d egree. MCC 
will always hold aspecial place in my heart. It not o^'yprovided a good learning experience, 
but it also helped give me the financial assistance needed in fulfilling my dream ... to be a 
teacher. 



Maria Lopez Miller graduated from 
McLennan Community College in 1972 
with a degree in secondary education and 
now lives in Waco, TX. She has been a 
ninth'grade teacher of English and Spanish 
in the Waco Independent School District's 
magnet school for 1 6 years, whereshe serves 
as a role model for all students in her school 
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Charles A. Mitchell 

Wilkes Community College, NC 



Wilkes Community College kindled the latent spark 
in me that gave me a burning desire to be the best 
person I could possibly be— no matter what other 
people say or do. WCC encouraged me to dream and set high 
goals. Today I am successful because I continue to dream, to set 
goals, and to reach goals. 

For an unmotivated, underachieving high school student, 
Wilkes Community College played an integral part in developing 
me into a successful dreamer of dreams, goal setter, and mover of 
men. I am an experienced educator, human development special- 
ist, community leader, youth sports coach (Tee Ball and YMCA 
Mini-Mites Basketball), Freemason, father, and husband. After Wilkes Community College I 
received three higher degrees from Appalachian State University and pursued a doctorate 
from Virginia Tech. 

My public school experience encompasses 1st through 12th grades as a teacher, 
counselor, and presently an administrator. I am a human development specialist assisting 
individ- ils and small companies with goal setting, communications, and decision making. As 
a comr..unity leader I spearheaded the successful two-year effort that saved Elk Creek from 
sewage contamination by having it designated an Outstanding Resource Water (ORW). I hold 
offices in several organizations including the Masonic Lodge. Sports have always been 
important to me. Coaching young people gives me an opportunity tobuild stronger bodies and 
stronger minds. Family is always first. I love to have quality time with my family. 




Charles A. Mitchell isagraduate of Mikes 
Community College now living in Ferguson, 
NC. He is a human development specialist 
assisting individuals and small companies 
withgoal setting, communications, and de- 
cision making. He is a community leader, 
youth sports coach, and office-holder insev- 
eral organi2ations including the Masonic 
Lodge. 
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Alice Ann Moore 

Kankakee Community College, IL 

After graduation from high school in 1968, 1 wuS fortu- 
nate to be part of the first class to enroll at Kankakee 
Conrimunity College. I had decided to major in art, but 
an accident forced me to withdraw from college. 

Years later I married, had two beautiful children, and 
eventually divorced. My friends encouraged me to enroll in 
Kankakee Conrimunity College so I would have the proper skills 
needed to support my children. The dentist's office where I was 
employed had nofutureorbenefits. In 1985,1 took the first step and 
talked to a counselor atKCC. I worked full-time at the dental office, 
attended classes at KCC, managed a home and two children, and 
had to battle the disease multiple sclerosis. 

Kankakee Community College has given me the quality education needed to achieve 
my goals. My business classes have given me the skills needed to hold the variety of jobs 
necessary to help finance my education. The interpersonal communication classes have given 
mc the ability to be assertive, yet sensitive in a business world that is competitive and 
sometimes stone-cold to human relations. 

KCC has provided excellent educational opportunities. It has given me more than book 
knowledge; it has helped me gain self-esteem, confidence, and the ability to take risks. I have 
learned that maintaining values and principles is as important as profit and dollars. 

KCC has given me the basis for a successful education at a senior institution. I have felt 
very confident to continue with my studies at Governor's State University because of KCC. 
When I graduated from KCC in 1989, 1 was awarded the Community College Scholarship to 
GSU. I am currently enrolled in the media communications program with emphasis on 
television production. With the skills I achieved atKCC, lam working as a production assistant 
in the Instructional Communications Center, the college TV studio. I am still a member of the 
Marketing/Management Advisory Board at KCC, a founding mtmberof the Manteno Cable 
Access League , a local cable access station. I will be producing video tapes that will be aired 
on Manteno's Channel 10. 1 am also employed as advertising director of the Manteno News. 

I have taken advantageof all opportunities that 
Kankakee Community College had tooffer from their 
clubs to the educational events. My daughter Kelly is 
now a freshman at the college. 

KCC taught me a very important lesson — you 
are never too old to reach for your goals. This summer 
I decided to make a statement about my feelings for 
KCC. Wearing a KCC sweatshirt, I skydived from 
11,000 feet. My statement to all students and potential 
students is...You Can Reach New Heights atKCC! 




Alice Am Mooregraditated from Kankakee 
Communiiy College in 1989 with a degree 
in marketing/management and now lives 
in Manteno, IL She is a production assis- 
tant in the ittstructicnal communications 
center at Governors State University, She 
is also an advertising director for the 
Manteno Ncy/s and owns a media com- 
pany that helps small businesses free of 
cliarge. As a member of the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, she counsels newly di- 
agnosed patients, ^he also advises newly 
divorced women j\ J is active in both Girl 
Scouts and her church. 
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Manuela Mosley 

Community College of Denver, CO 



After I finished high school in Spain, I registered in 
college with no other motivation than to create a 
source of irritation for my mother, who was against 
females getting an education since we were destined only to 
become wives and mothers. 

A year later I met my husband and happily left school and, 
shortly after, we left Spain for the United States. My feminine 
duties were being fulfilled: I was a wife and had become the 
mother of two children. But my marriage ended after five years 
and I regretted my lack of education. By working two jobs, how- 
ever, I was able to support my family. I 

The years went by and my children left home. I was lost, my drive and ambition gone, 
and I realized how much I hated my occupation as general manager of a restaurant. I started 
workmg as a teacher's aideat a high school and became involved in community service. I loved 
It. It was highly rewarding to share my somewhat limited knowledge with those young people 
and even more so to motivate them and pique their curiosi ty. The students as well as the faculty 
at the high school encouraged me to get a BA and become a teacher. But they didn't know how 
afraid I was. 

It had been almost 30 years since I was a student; I was sure I'd forgotten everything I'd 
once learned, and I was petrified that my limited English would impede my learning. I found 
the courage to register at the Community College of Denver, telling myself that if I failed at 
least I'd tried. ' 

CCD was the best thing that ever happened to me. I registered in the fall of 1987, a couple 
of months short of my 42nd birthday. I found many other students my age who, for reasons 
of their own, were returning to school. We all found a caring faculty and staff. Meeting these 
older students encouraged me further, but the faculty made my academic success possible. 

These dedicated professionals had forgone glory, recognition, and honors as university 
scholars, and chosen instead to concentrate their efforts on teaching people like me. They built 
my confidence by bringing to my attention all the skills I'd acquired through life experiences 
and building upon them. Where there was a gap in academic knowledge, they didn't merely 
bridge it, but filled it with knowledge so I could walk on firm ground. 

I graduated with honors from CCD in the spring of 1989, and I'm presently pursuing a 

bachelor's degree and teaching certification with plans 
to continue on to graduate school for a master's degree 
and possibly a doctorate in language. Thank you, 
CCD! 



Manuela Mosley graduated in 1989 from 
the Community College of Denver with a 
degree in Spanish and now lives iti lake- 
wood, CO. She is a full-time student/ 
teacher in Lakewood and was chosen as 
CCD's 19S9 outstanding graduate. She 
participated in numerous activities in col- 
lege, including many that helped non-na- 
live English-speaking students. 
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Thomas C. Nielson 

Columbia Basin College, WA 



While Columbia Basin College was located near my 
home, I didn't seriously consider it, since I was 
caught up in the intrigue of fraternity life at Wash- 
ington State University. 

In the fall of 1960 1 eagerly left home and began studies and 
an active social life at WSU. I enjoyed friends and tolerated large 
university classes. At the conclusion of my first semester I was 
somewhat horrified to find that I had only earned a 2.8 CPA, since 
I had been accustomed throughout high school to being in the top 
portion of my class. I told myself it was only an adjustment to the 
new environment and surely during the second semester I would 
redeem myself. Unfortunately, when I returned for the second semester, the social demands 
remained high, and the large lecture classes became easier and easier to skip. 

Within the first month of my second semester, I became very ill and was forced to drop 
out of college and return humbly to my hometown. Within weeks the spring quarter ct 
Columbia Basin College was to begin, and since I was feeling better I thought I might as well 
pick up a few classes before I returned to the university in the fall. 

During my first quarter at Columbia Basin, I was very surprised to have three excellent 
instructors who really cared and who challenged me to perform my best. Having small classes 
was a real advantage, as it brought out my natural competitive spirit and fostered outside-of- 
dass study j^roups and discussions with fellow classmates. I surprised myself by actually 
enjoying learning, and my community college instructors helped me to expand upon my own 
areas of interest and curiobity. When it came time to make a decision to return to the university 
or remain at Columbia Basin College, the choice was easy. Clearly I was getting a much better 
education at the community college than I had experienced at the university. 

When I transferred after earning my associate degree, I decided that T wanted to teach 
al a community college. I approached my studies with a new sense of purpose and was able 
to complete my bachelor's and master's degree in record time. 

I then obtained a teaching position at an in-state community college, and a year later I 
was selected to an administrative position c , brand-new Mt. Hood Community College in 
Oregon. I am now in my 24th year of communi ty college work and occat .onally reflec t back on 
the significance of Columbia Basin College in influencing my chosen profession. I have never 
regretted selecting community college education/ 
administration as my profession. I am proud of the 
opportunities our system provides people from all 
walks of life while remaining true to the high standards 
of excellence in teaching. Each year at commencement 
as I congratulate our gradua tes, I feel a special surge of 
pride for the exp -.nded opportunities our community 
college has given to members of our community. 





Thomas C Nielson graduated from Co- 
lumbia Basin College in 1 963 witli a degree 
in psychology and is now living in 
Edmonds, W/4. He is the president of 
Edmonds Community College and xvas se- 
lected president of the year in 1988 by the 
Association of Community College Trust- 
ees, Pacific Region, among many other 
honors. He is active in numerous profes- 
sional and civic orgnizations. 



EDUCATION 



Patrick J. O'Connor 

College of DuPage, IL 



If you think of your formal education as a long flight that 
started in kindergarten, the end of high school marks the 
time when you have to start thinking about how you're 
going to land the airplane. In my particular case, I didn't know 
when or where I wanted to land. 

I had been accepted to the University of Illinois' architec- 
ture program (a five-year, $25,000 endeavor) and was a month 
away from going (I had even been assigned a roommate — I hope 
the guy forgave me for not showing up). The problem was that I 
had just started to develop into a pretty good tennis player that 
summer, and I wanted to keep playing, but I wasn't good enough 
for a Big Ten powerhouse like the University of Illinois. I checked out the College of DuPage 
and discovered that its associate degree would transfer just about anywhere, and its tennis 
team consistently won the state title and placed well at the national junior college tournament 
in Florida. I registered, met with the tennis coach, and proceeded to experience two of the most 
rewarding years of my life. 

I had an English composition teacher named Mr. Peranteau, who undoubtedly has no 
idea that he became the impetus for my desire to write fiction. I also took a religious studies 
class taught by a practicing Zen Buddhist (properly rotund and jovial), and two business law 
classes taught by local attorneys. Who could better teach these subjects? 

. The tennis program was, and still is, phenomenal; it compares favorably to most 
university programs. Dave Webster, our coach, taught us how to practice, how to improve, and 
how to win graciously and lose just as graciously. During my sophomore year we won the state 
title and placed in the top 14 nationally. I had scholarship offers from many four-year colleges, 
and I accepted the offer from Santa Clara University, an NCAA Division I school. 

After graduating with a bachelor's degree in English, I taught tennis at a club for three 
years while I wrote a monthly column for Inside Ternis. The coach at SCU retired that year, and 
I was hired as his replacement. I coached for one season before I decided to continue my 
education. I was accepted at the University of Arkansas' master's of fine arts programs in 
creative writing and was given a teaching assistantship. Right now I am teaching two classes 
of freshman literature and composition and working on a collection of short stories. 

Teaching college freshmen is interesting. I am convinced many of them would be better 
off in a junior college closer to home . All of them are surprised that I, their beloved teacher of 
' " English, attended a junior college. I always tell them 

that I could have gone to a four-year university right 
after high school, but I wanted to stay home, fly around 
a bit, and discover what I wanted to do. I tell them that 
junior colleges allow you to stay near home while you 
keep your plane in the sky. Do the work at the junior 
college; then you can fly and soar. You can do loop-de- 
loops. 



Patrick J. O'Connor graduated from Col- 
lege of DuPage in 1983 with a degree in 
English and now lives in Downers Grove, 
IL. He is acollege instructor. According to 
one ofhis former college instructors, hewas 
a role model, an athlete who also excelled as 
a student, and a person who represented the 
College of DuPage xvith sportsmanship and 
grace. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Charlott Allen Ostermeier 

Lincoln Land Community College, IL 



When I began my college career, I had been out of 
high school for almost 10 years. My years in high 
school were great fun. It was a great socializing 
experience for someone raised as an only child. I loved learning, 
but I never realized the importance of studying toward a perfect 
CPA. In high school Ipaid attention in class but didn't see the need 
to study. I graduated fifth in my class of 40. Never did my high 
school counselor mentioa attending college. 

The state employment service sent me on an interview at 
Lincoln Land Communi ty College in March 1971. Ibegan working 
in April and cameintoclose association with co-workers, students, 
faculty, and administrators who were very involved with higher education in a new school. It 
rubbed off. 

My first two classes were tennis and classical piano — two things I never had the 
opportunity to learn before. As I progressed through the beginning academic courses, it 
became addictive. The more I learned, the more I leamed I didn't know, the more I wanted to 
know, and the search for knowledge become even more intense. 

By coincidence, the Lincoln Land Community College Alumni Association was founded 
the year I received my first degree. As a charter member I have remained active by serving as 
secretary and as first vice president. 

I was also a charter member of Phi Theta Kappa (honor society). Although I maintained 
my interest through the years, my active involvement peaked during the 1988-89 school year, 
when I served as vice president, as a member of the scholarship committee, and as financial 
manager during the campaign to elect one of our presidents to a national office. 

I became a member of Alpha Beta Gamma (business honor society) in 1986 and served 
actively in the group from the beginning. I served on the executive board as secretary and as 
president for two years. 

After all these years of school/learning/ education/ living — whatever you want to call 
it— I have found that I am a part of a never-ending circle. I have learned because others have 
shared, and I am happiest when I am able to share what I have leamed with others. My 
volunteer activities include both structured and unstructured events. Some of these events 
bring so much pleasure that I feel I should pay for the privilege. These events i^ .ude retail 
selling for non-profit groups, facilitating workshops, televised fundraisers, and student- 
teaching assignments. I have been involved with 
LincolnFest, Capital Sertoma Club, the Ethnic Festi- 
val, Parents Without Partners, Fi ^tNightSpringfield, 
United Cerebral Palsy, the Great r Springfield Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Goodwill Industries, the Volunteer 
Connection, and others. 




Charlott Allen Ostermeier graduated from 
Lincoln Land Comynimity College and re- 
ceived degrees in 1981, 1988, and K^9. 
Her major subjects were physical educa- 
tion and business. She is a typesetter at 
Lincoln Land Community Collegeand lives 
in Springfield, IL. She is involved in many 
volunteer activities and has contributed to 
various community organizations* 
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Norman D. Randolph 

Community College of Allegheny County, PA 



In the communities surrounding the mill towns in the Mon 
Valley of Pi ttsburgh, many people were encouraged to seek 
jobs in the steel mills rather than attend college. This was 
particularly true if you grew up as I did, in a project housing 
complex. Looking back now, I wonder if I didn't value college 
because several of my older brothers weren't afforded opportuni- 
ties at college and subsequently ended up serving ir the military. 
Like myself, all are Vietnam era veterans. 

With a drive to do more and at the urging of my brothers, I 
applied to the Community College of Allegheny County, South 
Campus. In January 1971, I began commuting daily to South 
Campus as a freshman. The college was housed in hotel rooms, old buildings, and in the 
basement of a church in McKeesport, not far from my hometown. For the most part, the college 
was still in its infancy, struggling to survive as an institution of learning Some people were 
embarrassed to attend Sou th Campus because the physical surroundings on campus were not 
like the traditional college campuses. 

In spite of these things, I attended South Campus and earned an associate degree 
without missing any days of school. I knew that the physical structure of the buildings was not 
as important as the people who taught and counseled in them. The teachers, counselors, and 
administrators made the difference. That difference nourished my enthusiasm into ambitions 
and goals that compelled me to seek opportunities in public service. If I were to define the 
difference, I would call it "The CCAC Philosophy." 

AtSouth Campus I learned that teachers and counselors aresome of themost wonderful 
people in the world. The teachers taught mein a way and at a level that I understood. Through 
goal-setting, positive encouragement, and personal care, I became a motivated force on the 
road to success. The family at South Campus made me believe that I could achieve an i be 
successful. 

Thisbeliefbecamea reality afterlgraduated in 1972 withan associate degreeinbusiness 
management. Following graduation, I was awarded a Ford roundation Scholarship for being 
the top Black student academically in all of the community colleges in Allegheny County. This 
scholarship enabled me to attend the University of Pittsburgh and succeed in earning a BS, 
master's degree, and a doctorate in education. 

As a principal of a junior/senior high school, I 
realize how grateful I am to have had South Campus 
prepare me for public service. Helping young people 
to acquire an education and become responsible citi- 
zens is a very rewarding endeavor for me. Many 
thanks to all of you at South Campus. You provided 
the vehicle I needed to find my way from Vietnam to 
public education. I will be eternally thankful. 



Norman D. Randolph graduated from the 
Community College of Allegheny County 
in 1972 with a degree in business manage- 
ment. He now lives in West Mifflin, PA, 
and is a high school principal. He has 
written successful proposal programs for 
At Risk, Sex Equity, and Adolescent 
Pa renting programs with thepublic schools 
in the Pittsburgh area. 
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Audrey Ray 

Housatonic Community College, CT 




I 



re-entered college after a 22-year absence; I was separated, 
facing a divorce, and had to make myself marketable so I 
could support myself and my three children. 
After calling the colleges close to my home, I chose 
Housatonic Community College because it was less expensive 
than theothers and ithad a secretarial program. My goal at the time 
was to gain the skills to get a job as a secretary. On the day I 
registered for college, I drove up and down the street in front ^f the 
college to find the courage to enter; it had been a long time since I 
had stepped inside a classroom as a student. 

But once inside, I found I could do it. I learned to set 
priorities. I learned how to take no tes, to study for exams, and to write term papers. One of my 
first professors inspired me because she was blind; that she had succeeded made me more 
determined to succeed. The faculty and the Women's Center provided support and encourage- 
ment. At the center, talking to other women students, I learned how to manage time and how 
to cope with being a mother, a student, and a head of the family. I learned to adjust, change, 
and adapt. 

As I gained confidence in my ability to achieve, I took a work-study job as a peer 
counselor in the Women's Center. Seeing other women gain confidence as they succeeded was 
especially rewarding. 

One of Housa tonic's strengths is its ability to achieve a blend in the student body. There 
is constant interaction between peoples from diverse backgrounds and generations. I learned 
about my own children by studying alongside young adults of their age. While at the beginning 
I had been nervous about being in class with teenagers, I soon found them helpful and friendly. 
We learned from each other. 

In 1984 1 earned an associate degree with honors. By then I had changed my goals, and 
decided to transfer to Western Connecticut State University, where I earned a bachelor's 
degree in business administration — human resources management. Since then, Tve received 
a master's degree in teaching from Sacred Heart University and started a new career — I am 
teaching high school students in a special program at Piatt Regional Vocational High School. 

Looking back at where I was six years ago, I know that I have come a long way. I also 
realize I have farther to go. There are opportunities of which I have yet to take advantage; 
experiences that I have yet to know; areas of knowledge that I would like to pursue. Housatonic 
helped me start my new life and provided me with a 
great education and a supportive atmosphere. 



Audrey Ray graduated from Housatonic 
Community College in 1984 with a degree 
in business administration and now lives 
in Huntington, CT. She is a high school 
teacher who has built on earlier experience 
as a peer tutor to provide high school and 
college students with a mode^ of growth, 
achievement, success, and cartn(i. 
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EDUCATION 



James R. Regan 

Massachusetts Bay Community College, MA 




Because I attended a small parochial high school in a 
college preparatory program, it was assumed I would 
attend college directly after high school. However, 
during my senior year Idecided to work for a year before attending 
college. My decision was based upon my uncertainties about what 
college program to pursue and my career goal. In May I changed 
niy mind and applied to various colleges. Since my late decision 
did not grant me admission to a four-year institution, lam thankful 
now that I was advised to apply to Massachusetts Bay Community 
College. 

My experience at MBCC was a pleasant, rewarding one. I 

had applied and was accepted to the business management program. My reasons for applying 
to busmess were not clear, for I had never taken a business course in high school. The initial 
weeks m my first semester were difficult, sinceaccounting and economics introduced new and 
different concepts that were more than challenging and not comparable to any courses I had 
completed in high school. However, I decided to try a semester in the business program and 
mid-semester found I was doing quite well. Having missed the dean's list by one grade, I 
decided to strive to attain it in ensuing semesters, which I did. 

Perhaps defining my career goal and redefining my value system were the two most 
important things gained from my experience at the community college. First, I could see that 
there was something gained from every class I completed— if not in the course content itself 
perhaps in the instructor's philosophy of life. I realized I could not develop my abilities and 
attain knowledge just from studying the courses I enjoyed and contending with the remaining 
courses as I had done in high school. I also decided that some day I would like to support 
students who were as lost as I was, giving them the same encouragement I received from the 
faculty, administration, and staff at MBCC. What I wanted to do most with my career was to 
help others feel and realize the same success that I had at the community college. 

Having worked a few years in business, I never expected that the oppc. tunity would 
anse so eariy in my career to work in community college administration. I am very thankful 
to the community college staff, for they gave me the inspiration to set my goals and to achieve 
my ambitions as well as the motivation to pursue and succeed at anything I wished to attempt. 



ERIC 



James R, Regan graduated from Massa- 
chu$ett$ Bay Community College in 1969 
with a degree in accounting and now lives 
in Canton, MA. He i$ an associate dean for 
admissions and enrollment development 
and has provided opportunities for the non- 
traditional student to enter higher educa- 
tion by reaching into the culturally diverse 
communities of Greater Boston. 
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PROFILES IN SUCCESS 



Elizabeth B. Rhodes 

Virginia Western Community College, VA 




w 



hen I was a junior in high school, my parents 
offered to send me to the college of my choice. Not 
having any idea what I wanted to do, I went to my 
high school counselor for advice. His advice was to forget college 
(in his opinion, I was not ''college material'') and maybe attend a 
secretarial school. At the time, I was taking both college prep and 
business classes and was not thrilled with the idea of becoming a 
secretary. Not knowing what to do, I put my career decision on 
hold. 

During my senior year, I made two major decisions. First, I 
decided I could succeed in college; and second, due to my new 
feelings of independence, I would pay my own way through college. This second decision 
limited my choice of colleges to our local community college, Virginia Western Community 
College. My twoyears a t VWCC were not only a time of educa tional enrichment, but also a time 
of confidence-building. After all, I was advised by a professional to not even attend college! 
The majority of my instructors were interested not only in teaching their subject matter, but 
also in each student as an individual. Never before had I experienced such compassion from 
instructors and so much willingness to help. 

After iwo years, I transferred to Virginia Commonwealth University and experienced 
what I now know was an extreme case of "transfer shock." I expected an environment like 
VWCC, and that was definitely not the case. However, I was graduated with honors after two 
years with a degree in business education. Prior to graduation, I received the National Business 
Education Association's Award of Merit for the Outstanding Student Teacher in business 
education. I taught high school in Richmond for one year before returning to VWCC as an 
instructor. In 1981, 1 received my master's degree from Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State 
University in community college education. 

This is my 14th year of teaching at VWCC. As each year passes, I see how much more 
we are fulfilling the mission of the community college. Our goal is to help our students become 
achievers— from the high school graduate who is a first-generation college student, to the 
mother who has raised her children and is now seeking education to better her employment 
opportunities, .o the father who nc v^er had a chance to go to college due to family obligations, 
and to the retirees who simply want to learn. Although the difference in characteristics of the 
people provides a greatdiversity in the classroomand 
thus a challenge to the instructor, the students all have 
one thing in common: the need for encouragement 
and understanding — the same kind of help that I 
received many years ago. Ibelieve we give just that at 
VWCC, and I am proud to be one of the educators in 
the community college system. 



Elizabeth B. Rhodes graduated from Vir- 
ginia Western Community College in 1972 
with a degree in data processing and now 
lives in Roanoke, VA. She is an assistant 
professor at Virginia Western Community 
College, thereby serving as a positive role 
model for many men and women* She has 
performed volunteer work with children's 
programs at the YMCAand is also a member 
ofVCCA. 
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EDUCATION 



Raymond L. Rickman 
Okaloosa-Walton Community College, FL 



I graduated from high school in 1975. Feeling pressure to 
obtain employment,! chose to forgo college and enlisted in 
the Air Force. 

Upon being assigned to a duty station, my intentions were 
to further my education while in the Air Force. To my disillusion- 
ment, every avenue along which I tried to pursue my education 
closed at some point. 

Near the end of my four-year enlistment, I decided that I 
would not re-enlist, but rather I would leave the Air Force and 
attend Okaloosa-Walton Community College, FL. I chose OWCC 

because I had been able to take some college-prep courses there 

and because academically it was one of the highest-rated colleges in Florida. 

I entered OWCC in June 1979 and completed my associate of science degree in drafting 
m 1981. The semester prior to graduation, David L. Goetsch, my drafting instructor, lived up 
to his promise of placing me in a job. He also persuaded me to further my education by 
promismg to help me find a teaching job when I received my BS. Being the man that he is he 
again lived up to his promise. As a result, I am presently lead instructor for drafting at OWCC 

As I reflect back on my days at OWCC, I realize that my community college experience 
has been extremely beneficial. It has enabled me to acquire the skills needed in preparation for 
employment. It has taught me life-long learning skills that I use on a daily basis. But the thing 
I remember most about college is the instructors, especially my drafting instructor. He showed 
a sincere desire in helping me achieve my goals. His help extended beyond the normal 
academic instruction; he paid personal attention to my needs, and we developed a friendship 
that is still perpetuated today. 

The vocational education I received at OWCC was an outstanding bargain for theprice 
The extra attention I received has been instrumental in molding my attitude and feelings 
toward teaching. I, like my mentor, seek to develop an instructor/student relationship of 
mutual respect, one of sincere concern for students' well-being. I feel very fortunate to have 
received my initial education from OWCC and hope that the thousands of students who enter 
the community college environment find it just as rewarding. 



Raymond L Rickman graduated from 
Okaloosa- Walton Community College in 
1981 with a degree in drafting and design 
and now lives in Shalimar, FL. He is a 
drafting instructor at Okaloosa-Walton 
Community College and Iws written books 
in his field. He has set an example of 
dedication and perseverance for all to fol- 
low. He was honored as an outstanding 
alumnus at the college's 25th anniversary 
ihisyearand haspresented numerouspro- 
fessional workshops on drafting. 
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Robert J. Romine 

Independence Community College, KS 




When I entered the Independence Community Col- 
lege freshman class in the fall of 1965, 1 became the 
first member of my family to attend college. Unlike 
many of my high school classmates, I had to hold a full-time job. 
Balancing the roles of full-time student and full-time employee 
was not easy, but with the help and encouragement of my family 
and my instructors, I managed. The accessibility of the community 
college, the flexibility of the institution in meeting student needs, 
and its sheer user-friendliness provided me an opportunity to 
launch a successful academic career. 

High academic standards were enforced during my com- 
munity college experience. Rigorous testing and recitation were the rule. Communications 
skills were taught in all courses, and proper grammar, spelling, and punctuation were 
expected in all classes. Yet, caring instructors were always available for assistance, and 
personal and academic counseling were commonplace. With these structural advantages, my 
community college instructors began to work that special brand of magic that only gifted 
teachers can perform. The wonder of learning new things, of gaining fresh insights, and of 
mastering new skills began to germinate. Soon it grew into a fully developed excitement and 
enthusiasm for learning that would serve me well throughout my academic career. 

I would be remiss in failing to note one other characteristic of my community college 
experience that was and still is invaluable to me. My exposure to higher education at 
Independence Community College emphasized similarities among disciplines and skills 
rather than dissimilarities. This resulted in an impression of the interconnectedness of human 
experience and the sense that all disciplines dealt with different aspects of the same greater 
subject. It left with me the distinct sense that the connections between and among bits of 
information, facts, ox events were often far more significant than the bits themselves. My 
community college experience emphasized integration and synthesis of knowledge. 

During my undergraduate university years, community college education became my 
career choice. My decision was a conscious one, derived directly from my own community 
college experience. Having been an honor graduate 
and a teaching fellow, and after completing two 
graduate degrees, I secured a community college 
teaching position and have been involved in commu- 
nity coUegeeducation ever since. I was honored by my 
colleagues as a master teacher and served as a division 
chair, assistant dean of instruction, and a community 
college specialist with the Kansas State Department of 
Education. Today, I ensure students the unique ben- 
efits and special learning environment characteristic 
of the communi ty college, while ser vin g as the dean of 
instruction of my alma mater. 



Robert L Romine graduated from Indepen- 
dence Community College in 1 967 witk an 
associate's degree and now lives in Inde- 
pendence, KS. He is the dean of instruction 
at Independence CC and has been active in 
the Kansas educational system for many 
years. He was chosen as Outstanding 
Educator of America in 1973, 1974, and 
1975. He assisted in the design, editing, 
and review of various programs adopted by 
the Kansas State Board of Education and 
has participated in activities of the Kansas 
Committee for the Humanities. 
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Jo Ruta 

Chattanooga State Technical Community College, TN 




My education began in a one-room schoolhouse in a 
rural farming community in Milo, TN. My one- 
room country school had only one teacher, did not 
possess state accreditation, and did not award grades. At the age 
of 10, when my family moved to the dty, I was assigned to the 
second grade. During my next school year, I completed the third 
and fourth grades, and the followingyear grades five and six. After 
high schcol graduation, I enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and was 
assigned duty in Europe. 

After serving my tour of duty, the urge to see more of the 
country sent me to New York. Six years la ter I returned to Chatta- 
nooga after a marriage, thebirthof two beautiful children, and a divorce. My employment had 
continued tobe in business-related applications, and I knew! would need a job in Chattanooga 
that would allow me time with my children as well as an income that would support our basic 
needs. I mustered all my courage and at the age of 33 enrolled at Chattanooga State. That day 
was the first day of the rest of my life. 

I majored in accounting and data processing, continued my education at the local four- 
year university, and received my undergraduate degree in business education in 1972. 1 began 
my teaching career at a local high school, continued to pursue my education, and received a 
master's degree in administration and supervision in 1975; withinanother year I completed the 
requirement for a master's degree in accounting and data processing in education. While 
teaching at the high school, I was a part-time faculty member at my two alma maters, 
Chattanooga State and the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga. 

A high point in my career occurred in 1979 when I returned to Chattanooga State as a 
full-time instructor in the computer science department. Some of my former professors, who 
had given me so much needed encouragement, were still teaching at Chattanooga State. 
During my college years, I was faced with many difficult decisions, financial worries, and my 
daughter's major medical problem. The faculty at Chattanooga State gave me the encourage- 
ment and support that I needed to continue my education. I try every day to return to my 
students the thoughtfulness and consideration ^iven to me when I so desperately needed it. 

During the past 10 years, I have continued with 
my education. I will always be a student — I love 
learning and teaching. My profession has g'ven me 
many opportunities to grow. 



JoRutagradualed from Chattanooga Stale 
Tech nical Comnmn ity College in 1970 with 
a degree in accounting and data processing 
and now lives in Chattanooga, TN. She is 
an associate professor of infornmtion sys- 
tems and has been appoin ted by the governor 
to serve as the Tennessee chairperson for 
ilie Developmental Disabilities Planning 
Council. She was also selected as a volun- 
teer consultant in a national project de- 
signed toassist elementary and high schoob 
with the installation of computers. 
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Elaine Ryan 

Rockland Community College, NV 

As an entering freshman at Rockland Community Col- 
lege in 1974, I did not realize that my aspirations 
would be fulfilled for many years to come Nor could 
I have perceived that 13 years later I would return to Rockland 
Community College as an assistant professor in the business 
department. 

During my first undergraduate year, my English professor 
suggested that I participate in the college's London Honors Pro- 
gram Abroad. I anxiously accepted the honor to study for a 
semester in London since I had always been intrigued by the 
prospect of living in a cultural environment similiar yet very 
different from the one I knew. Visits to Stratford-on-Avon, Canterbury, and Stonehenge 
brought to life the literature I had studied. The depth of my understanding was greatly 
enhanced by being able to compare and contrast American and English norms. My positive 
experience in England increased my desire to discover other cultures, and leventually traveled 
to France, Italy, Greece, the Greek Islands, and Israel. 

As an RCC professor, I try to expand my professional and teaching role to encompass 
global issues, which will enable me to offer the same encouragement and enrichment to RCC 
students that I received. My accomplishments as an RCC professor havebeen most rewarding. 
In April 1989 1 was selected as an awardee under the U.S. Department of Education's Fulbright- 
Hays Seminars Abroad: China's Economic Development. It is the first program devoted 
specifically to economics and economic reform in the People's Republic of China. During the 
spring of 1989, 1 was actively involved in the coordination of a professional development 
seminar in Belgium regarding EEC 1992. The seminar participants included small business 
entrepreneurs and faculty members from State University of New York and City University 
of New York community colleges. 

In anticipation of continuing my international learning experiences, I am presently a 
committee member for the administration of a Matsushita Grant for Development of Faculty 
Awareness of Japanese Culture at Rockland Community College. 

I am looking forward to pursuing a doctorate in international business. Thank you, 
RCC, for fulfilling my aspirations for many years to come! 




Elaine Ryan graduated front Rockland 
Community College in 1977 with a degree 
in liberal arts/English and now lives in 
Cornwall, NY. She is art assistan t profes- 
sor at Rockland Community College and 
serves as an ed imtioml plan tier there for a 
variety of stiidenis. She won a Fulbright 
Seminars Abroad Fellowship in 1989, 
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L. Diane Ryan 

:uesta College, CA 




Cuesta College ha ^ ^red prominently in my life, from 
the beginning of my association there as a floundering 
student in 1968 to ihe present day, as we in higher 
education are preparing to move into the '90s with an eye to the 
ever-important role played by the community college. 

In some ways, my educational resume reads like the blue- 
print for the California Master Plan for Higher Eduction, inas- 
much as I obtained the associatedegreefrom a community college, 
transferred to a state university, where I completed a bachelor's 
degree, and later went on to the University of California, where I 
am currently a doctoral candidate. However, Cuesta College was 
my second stop in the postsecondary experience and an all-important one for me. 

Ibegan cc'lege life as a Regents Scholar at the University of California but soon rejected 
the "establishment offer and very nearly rejected college altogether. The turbulent events of 
the '60s took their toll on all of us in different ways. Cuesta College provided me with a second 
chance rather than a forced dietof scholarship— and I was permitted to come to the educational 
table as a hungry participant. 

Through interaction with dedicated faculty and administrators, I learned about the 
academic community. In working v^ith community members to crea tea permanent campus for 
Cuesta, and in the tremendous variety of other community services sponsored by the college, 
I learned about community in the larger sense. 

Community colleges have greatly expanded the opportunities for access for thousands 
of students. Making the transition to a four-year institution is often difficult and made more 
so due to financial difficulties. My career has been chiefly devoted to the many aspects of 
financing postsecondary education for students and families. As a financial aid administrator 
in a public university, and through my work with several non-profi t corpora tions tliat promote 
higher education, I see the all-important role community colleges play in expanding opportu- 
nity 

Despite the enormous challenges facing higher 
education, I know that the community colleges are 
where a real difference can be made in the lives of those 
served. I am proud to have obtained an associate 
degree from Cuesta College and know that my experi- 
ence there had a profound impact on my personal and 
professional life. Cuesta College gave me a chance at 
life, and I am grateful to be a part of the higher 
education community that makes similar chances 
available to thousands of students. 



L Diane Ryan graduated from Cuesta Col- 
lege in 1969 with a degree in social science 
and now lives in San Luis Obispo, CA. She 
is associate director of financial aid at Cali- 
fornia Polytechnic State University and a 
member of the Board of Regents of Cathe- 
dral High School in Los Angeles. She has 
also served as consultant to Sigma Sys- 
tems, Inc., a financial aid software com- 
pany in Los Angeles. Her professional 
volunteerism includes extensiveworkwith 
the California Association of Student Fi- 
nancial Aid Administrators, and she has 
also <^.rved as a member of the Board of 
Directors of the California Higher Educa- 
tion Loan Authority. 
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Mioko Saito 

Rose State College, OK 




I 



tallstarted as revengeon the Japanese higher education that 
rejected me. I was rejected for a legitimate reason; I did 
, poorly in calculus, ^ >metry, algebra, trigonometry, phys- 
ics, biology, chemistry, geology, world history, Japanese history, 
political science, geography, modem Japanese, classical Japanese, 
classical Chinese, and modem English, to name a few. As a 
consequence, I gave up college; instead, I w^^-it to abusiness school 
for two years and worked at Mitsubishi Heavy Industries for three 
years, which together prepared me for going to an American 
college. 

However, because of my poor high school grades, I was 
rejected by the University of Oklahoma, although my TOEFL score was high enough. 

I was very frustrated with my ability and with the educational system as a whole when 
I started going to Rose State College in 1981. But surprisingly, I became a hard-working 
student. Regardless of my background, my teacherr always believed in me and encouraged 
me. I not only finished the minimum requirements for acquiring my associate degree in 
business, but also I found more potential in myself. I learned how to learn and improve myself. 
I learned the joy of making good grades. 

It was only a year and a half after my arrival when I received the acceptance letter from 
theUniversityofOklahoma.Iactuallybreezed through my undergraduateyears.WhenI went 
through the graduation ceremony with honors in 1985, 1 was already a graduate student 
pursuing a master's degree in education. 

Now I am at the dissertation stage of my doctoral degree in educational technology, 
planning to finish in May 1990. My motivation and goals have changed from revenge to a new 
hope for education in general. If I can makei t, anybody can. Rose State College taught me a very 
valuable lesson: It is not too late to start if you are willing to learn. Ros^ State College gave me 
the second chance tha 1 1 would not have had otherwise. When I go back \o Japan wi th my Ph.D., 
I would like to let Japanese high school students fighting college examitiations know that it is 
not the end of the world. I would like to encourage them just as my teachers at Rose State 
College encouraged me. 



Mioko Saito graduated from Rose State 
College in 1982 with a degree in business 
and now lives in Norman, OK. Sheisat the 
dissertation stage of a doctoral program. 
She has inspired her fellow classmates with 
the high standards she has set and attained 
as she pursued a college education in a 
language other than her native tongue. 
Evidence of herablities is exemplified by the 
fact that the United Nations has offered her 
a position as an educational consultant for 
Third World countries. 
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Cecilia Elaine Salisbury 
Thomas Nelson Community College, VA 




Being a winner is an attitude that you carry deep inside 
your heart, but finding a place that encourages you to 
strive for your best is an opportunity that all too many 
people fail to recognize. The Virginia Community College System 
is set up for those /ho need a place to get started, and Thomas 
Nelson Community College should pride itself on its accomplish- 
ments in this area. Istarted my first full year atTNCC notonly with 
some rather severe physical limitations, but also after having been 
outof school for 20 years. Yet, I graduated in May 1989 with highest 
honors and was chosen thatyear as one of ir national finalists for 
the title of Distinguished Student Scholar by the AACJC and Phi 
Theta Kappa. 

Now I am an undergrad^.ate in the Honors Program at Virginia Commonwealth 
University. I received one of the first full Presidential Scholarships to be offered by VCU My 
experiences at TNCC prepared me for successful entrance into this university. My classes at 
TNCC gave me the kind of background necessary to feel at home in all of my present classes, 
and being editor of the student newspaper was a priceless, irreplaceable experience. 

There is nothing second-rate about the education offered at community colleges The 
opportunities I had for service to my fellow students with the newspaper and as a tutor gave 
me confidence, but I was also given the chance to build strong and meaningful relationships 
not only with other students, but also with the faculty, staff, and administrators. My own 
actions made things happen, but it was the encouragement and assistance of the faculty staff 
and administrators of Thomas Nelson that kept me going. Their belief in me and my abilities 
and their willingness to provide me with the opportunities to prove myself allowed me lo 
achieve a level of excellence I had only dreamed about before coming to Thomas Nelson. 

You might say that this is all well and good for someone who is self-motivated, but how 
about someone who doesn't really know what he or she wants lo do or where to go? I would 
highly recommend the community college for this situation. There is an opportunity toexplore 
and a dedication to the individual student that you will not usually find in a larger institution. 
Age and gender are not barriers. You don't have to be just a number,and you are as important 

as you make yourself. You can get involved in activi- 
ties or you can watch from the sidelines. You have the 
freedom to be yourself, and the options are limited 
only by your own dreams. At a community college, it 
is all up to you. You make it happen, and you have the 
full support of a college that wants you to succeed. 



Cecilia E. Salisbury graduated from Tho- 
mas Nelson Community College in 1989 
with a degree in humanities and social 
scienceand nowlives inSandston, VA. She 
is currently an undergruduate student in 
the Honors Program at Virginia Common- 
wealth University. Shewaseditor-i'.-chief 
of Thomas Nelson's student newspaper, 
chair of various PTK committees, and an 
outreach speaker promoting education and 
stay-in-school programs in local public 
schools. 
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Napoleon N. Sanchez 

Berkshire Community College, MA 




Berkshire Community College played a significant role 
in my academic pursuits — and in my entire life. I had 
come to the United Sta tes from a village in the Ecuador- 
ian Andes to attend a private school in Massachusetts where I had 
received a scholarship. When faced with the choice of returning 
home or continuing at an American college, I decided on BCC. It 
was a difficult time— I was still learning English, I had to support 
myself, and I was homesick. And then my apartment and all of my 
belongings were lost in a fire. But one of my BCC teachers, Arthur 
Phinney, took me in to live in his family's home so that I could 
continue my studies at BCC. I graduated with a degree in liberal 
arts and then went on to receive my BA from the University of Massachusetts. 

While pursuing my graduate studies at U-Mass, I began to teach Spanish at Westfield 
State. In 1977 1 earned a doctorate in Latin American literatureand was elected to the National 
Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi. 

I am now a full professor in the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures at 
Westfield. I'm also active in such professional organizations as theModern Language Associa- 
tion, the American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese, the New Council of 
Latin American Studies, and^the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. 

I'm also a community and global volunteer: I assist with the reading program in the 
Springfield Public School system; I monitor volunteers teaching Spanish to local children; I 
translate letters for Amnesty International; and I'm an activist with the Springfield Area 
Central American Project. 

I owe my success to BCC and its faculty for introdudng me to the world of higher 
learning. I owe special thanks to Professor Art Phinney and his family for lendingme a helping 
hand at a crucial lime in my life. And I owe my family happiness to BCC as well— I married 
my BCC ^weetheart! 



Napoleon N. Sanchez graduated from 
Berksh ireComm u nity College in 1 966 with 
a degree in liberal arts and is now living in 
Westfield, MA. He is a professor at 
Westfield State College and has wade a 
differencein thelivesofhis many students. 
Hereceived a Distinguished Service Award 
from WestfieldStateCollegeandaNational 
Endowment for the Humanities fellowship 
at Yale Uriversity. His commitment to 
L nan rights throughout the world has 
involved him in Amnesty International 
and the Springfield Area Central American 
Project. 
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Sandra L* Scott 

University of Maine-Orono-University College, ME 




It was 1973. 1 was 29 years old and a single parent of two 
small children. I was on Aid for Families with Dependent 
Children and had spent the previous two years beginning 
my recovery from alcoholism. One day in the early spring I saw a 
brochurefrom Bangor Community College (presently. University 
College), which described an associate's degree Mental Health 
Technology Program. In spite of my lack of confidence and self- 
doubts, I applied to the college. 

I was accepted as a full-time degree candidate, and in 
September I began classes. Although I was in a Mental Health 
Program,Mary Lou Cormier, chair of the Human Services Depart- 
ment, knew of my interest in alcoholism and coordinated field placements for me in local 
alcoholism treatment agencies. 

Near the end of the two-year program, Dartmouth Medical School was accepting 
applications for a training program to prepare alcoholism counselors. Dr. Cormier contacted 
Dartmouth and asked if they would consider me. I was interviewed and accepted into the 
Dartmouth program. In June 1975 1 received an associate's degree in mental health technology, 
and in December of 1975 I received a certificate in alcoholism counseling from Dartmouth 
Medical School. 

While at Dartmouth, I applied for and received an appointment as a teaching associate 
at Bangor Community College. As a teaching associate, I assisted in the coordination and 
supervising of field placement students in the newly developed program in chemical ad dic- 
tion. In 1976 1 was appointed as a special instructor and began teaching the courses in the 
Chemical Addiction Program. In 19771 was appointed instructor with the commitment that I 
would pursue a master's degree. In 1981 1 received a BA in psychology and was promoted to 
an assistant professor, and in 1983 1 received a MS in human development and was promoted 
to an associate professor with tenure. 

The academic and career successes that I have just described happened because of my 
beginning at the community college. It was there that I was provided with an excellent 
educational foundation, and it was there that I was encouraged and supported and told that 
I had the potential to be successful. It was at that college that I began to believe in myself. 
As part of my role as a faculty member I am active in community service as the 

coordinator of the Motheis Against Drunk Driving 
Program. Now I have the opportunity to serve as a 
role model for other women who enter the college. 
Some of these women are recovering from alcoholism; 
many are single parents of small children and have 
little means of support. Now I am in a position to give 
to them what was given to me. I am in a position to help 
them believe in themselves. 



Sandra L Scott graduated from University 
ofMaine-Orono-University College in 1 975 
with a degree in mental health technology 
and now lives in Bangor, ME. She is an 
associate professor of human services at 
University Collegeand is the coordinator of 
a Mothers Against Drunk Drivers pro- 
gram. Shealsoservesonboards of directors 
of substance abuseprograms andprograms 
for senior c itizens. 
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Gary O. Seabaugh 

Johnson County Community College, KS 

Success did no t come easily for me. After an unsuccessful 
semester at a local junior college, I joined the U.S. Navy 
in 1966 and eventually served in combat with the U.S. 
Marine Corps in 1968. When I returned from Vietnam, I enrolled 
at Johnson County Community College. 

I have a special fondness for jCCC; it was a wonderful place 
to be. The faculty members were compassionate and very inter- 
ested in our learning. They taught relevant and interesting courses 
and were a major influence in my academic life. I experienced an 
academic revelation at Johnson County Community College. When 
I achieved my first "A" on a test I thought, "This is easy; this is fun!" 
I did not take this revelation lightly because one of my high school counselors had told my 
mother that I was learning-disabled. 

I was a 23-year-old combat veteran. Times were not good for Vietnam veterans then,but 
JCCC students, faculty, and administrators were enormously supportive. One day I wove my 
Marine Corps uniform jacket to school — ready for a fight — but the faculty mei.ibers were 
supportive of my military service and influenced their students to also be understanding. That 
compassion was important to the mental and emotional well-being of the returning soldiers 
and other students. 

I was a member of JCCC s f i rs t graduating class in 1 971 . Folio wi ng gradua ti on I received 
a BA in philosophy and a B A in counseling psychology from the University of Missouri-Kansas 
City. I earned a doctorate in developmental and child psychology from the University of 
Kansas. 

In 1978 I developed an alternative high school for drop-outs and students who were 
expelled from traditional high schools. Today, the Plaza Academy is an accredited high school 
that t^pecializes in college preparation and special education services through an individual- 
ized academic and counseling curriculum. The Plaza Academy provides a junior college 
environment at the high school level to give students maximum freedom, which encourages 
responsibility and the acquisition of academic^ social, and emotional skills. Seventy percent of 
our graduates continue their education in community 
colleges and universities. All of our students are pre- 
pared for success once they leave the Plaza Academy. 

Justasimportantas academic accomplishments, 
the Academy has produced hundreds of students who 
have gained self-confidence and a positive self-image. 
We crea te an envi ronmen t tha t gi ves ki ds the oppor tu- 
nity and skills to '^ucceed; we teach them to manage 
their own behaviors. Tm a surrogate father to my 
students. I want them to feel love and respect from 
their teachers and parents alike. 




CaryO. Seabaugh graduated from Johnson 
County Community College in 1971 with 
a degree in sociology arid now lives in 
Leawood, KA. As director of the Plaza 
Academy, he has contributed to the edu- 
cationof hundreds of youngpeople. Hewas 
awarded a Purple Heart medal with two 
Cold Stars and the Silver Star medal for his 
combat service in the Vietnam War. He 
has presented his research and model for 
educational rmtiotml conventions and was 
presented the Award of Merit by the Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Behaznor 
Therapy. 
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Fab Snage 

Schoolcraft College, MI 




I am what they call a nontraditional student, which is a polite 
way of describing anolder student. I attended school in the 
Middle East while I was growing up. I was a very average 
student, mostly "B's'' with a few "Cs" sprinkled in here and there. 
I had potential, but I was never pushed to achieve. I was a girl, after 
all! 

My husband is American-born. He has been tl iriving 
force behind my returning to school. When our daughter turned 
eight, we decided it would be a good time for mom to start school. 
I attended a seminar at Schoolcraft College for returning students. 
The speakers were mostly women, three of whom had already 
graduated from Schoolcraft. I was very impressed and made an appointment to see the 
counselor. 

In the fall of 1984, 13 years after I left school, I became an official studentof Schoolcraft 
College. I have to admJt I was scared to death! To my great relief I discovered that Schoolcraft 
had a great support system, the Learning Assistance Center. It offered tutorial services as well 
as classes in note- and test-taking, and I took full advantage of this great service. The instructors 
wereanother part of the support system; they were willir.g to help when needed. My counselor 
also paved the way for me by recommending fairly simple classes to start out with. She knew 
I had potential, but she wanted me to like my new experience first; the hard work would come 
later. I did not disappoint her or myself; I graduated from Schoolaaf t with a 3.9 grade point 
average and an associate's degree. 

Schoolcraft had a great impact on my self-worth as well as on my self-confidence. It 
made me feel that I can do anything. I took four years to achieve a two-year degree because I 
wanted to go on with my roles as a wife and mother. I also did not want to give up my volun teer 
activities, and I had to back-track and take some remedial classes. While going to Schoolcraft, 
I applied for and received a merit scholarship, which not only helped financially, but also was 
a great morale-booster. I was accepted in the fall of 1989 to the School of Business at the 
University of Michigan-Dearborn. I also received the Community College Transfer Scholar- 
ship from the University of Michigan. 

Two to three years down the road, I will receive my bachelor's degree inbusiness from 
the University of Michigan. I am very confident that I will go on to receive my master's degree. 
Schoolcraft has turned me on to education, and I am very grateful. 



¥ah Smge graduated from Schoolcraft Col- 
lege in 1989 with a degree in science and 
now lives in Plymouth, ML She is pursu- 
ing a bachelor's degree and has excelled 
academically while still active in the Ghl 
Scout Council her church, the Plymouth 
Symphony Orchestra,and PhiThcta Kappa, 
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Debra Sprague 

North Idaho College, ID 

When I was in the ninth grade, I had an English 
teacher who seated students according to their 
grades. The smart people sat in the back and the not- 
so-bright students sat up front I had a particularly bad week 

soon after the class started and I was moved up to the second row. 
The teacher s tarted using me and my papers as an example of how 
not to write a composition. . . .1 just gave up completely." 

I cringe when I read these painful words in the essay of one 
of my composition students atNorth Idaho College. But the writer 
goes on to say that she gradually overcame her fear and dread of 
' writing because of the encouragement she received from her 
instructors at our community college. 

Another of my students relates in an essay that she dropped out of high school in the 
tenth grade. Now, 10 years later, she is back, working on a nursing degree. These two students 
will succeed. Others may not. But these students and others like them would not have the 
chance to go to college and make up for earlier educational deficiencies and failures, if it were 
not for community colleges like NIC. It is for this reason that I chose to return to teach at the 
community college where I spent my first two years of college. 

I continued that education at Eastern Washington University and the University of 
Washington and taught undergraduates at both institutions as a graduate teachii g assistant — 
but I strongly believe that I received no better instruction at these universities than at NIC and 
that I have taught no more challenging, gratifying, and talented students than those I 
encountered at this two-year college. 

TenyearsagomyEnglishinstructorsatNICencouragedmetowriteandintroducedi \2 
to new literary vistas: T.S. Eliot, William Faulkner, Flannery O'Conner, and the multitude of 
contemporary women writers who are the mainstay of my reading today. And today, NIC 
students make me feel that I make a difference in their lives. Most middle-class, traditional 
students at a four-year university will sacceed;oneinstructor won't make that much difference 
to them. Here at NIC, the older returning students and those students who weren't "college 
materiar for the four-year schools struggle and are grateful for the concern of a caring 
instructor. NuL all of them will make it, but every day that I see them continue that struggle 
against theodds — families to care for, fuU-timejobs, sick children,sickparents, lack of financial 

support — I am encouraged and proud that I can help 

them succeed. One more skill acquired, one more DebraSprnguegradimtedfromNorthldaho 
p.perwrietenoncmoreclasscompteled,moveslhem fff4S£r°/SS 
closer to their lifetime goals. an English instructor at North Idaho 

College, thereby affecting hundreds of 
students who might not otherwise be 
reached by such a sensitive, caring, and 
adept teacher. She empathizes with stu- 
dents who must sunnount many obstacles 
in order to realize Iheir dreams. 
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Morris O. Thomas 

Northwestern Michigan College, MI 




In 1961 1 was a senior ata small rural high school (fewer than 
200 students) in Michigan. Several of my teachers encour- 
aged me to apply to college, but due to a lack of initiative 
and some fear on my part, I never got around to sending off the 
application. When fall term , tar ted, I was working on temporary 
contract with the Forest Service, planting pine tree seedlings for 
minimum wage. The rest of my time was spent finding part-time 
jobs, playing basketball, working on the farm, and avoiding higher 
education. 

After one very frustrating day at work, I decided that 
college might be for me after all. The next day I drove my precious 
car the two-hour drive to the campus of Northwestern Michigan College. I choseNMC because 
the basketball coach had sent me some literature and said "hello" the previous year. No 
scholarship was mentioned, however. I don't remember the subsequent orientation, but 
everyone was friendly and helpful. I was impressed because there were three or four Black 
students in the student body. 

The English, biology, math, and agriculture classes v^re very different from high 
school; the level of expectation was much higher. I survived the first term and earned a small 
scholarship (I tell my sons now it was a full-ride). I made a lot of new friends and started to see 
a larger world around me. Several of the faculty recognized my economic plight and helped 
me get part-time jobs, such as modeling for the life drawing class, coaching elementary school 
basketball, and washing dishes in the cafeteria (free food!). 

During my second year at NMC, I became increasingly involved in classes because they 
seemed interesting, not just because they were scheduled between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. The 
thought of actually continuing for a bachelor's degree became real and I transferred to 
Michigan State University. After completing an undergraduate ciegree in soil science, I 
returned to MSU for a master's degree in geography. 

Since then, I've been teaching geography at Lansing Community College, where I see 
many students who are star ting out like I did: searching! Northwestern Michigan College was 
the right place at the right time for me. 



Morris 0. Thomas graduated from North- 
western Michigan College in 1964 with a 
degree in geography and now lives in Lan- 
sing, ML He is an instructor at Lansing 
Community College. He not only teaches 
world geography, but also has co-authored 
a handbook, The World at Your Finger- 
tips, and has prepared maps for two other 
books. He has internationalized his cur- 
yiculutn by taking student groups on trips 
to Belize, Honduras, Guatemala, Brazil, 
and Argentina. 
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Diane Thorpe 

Richland College, TX 



I 



'm sitting in my office and reflecting that this has been a 
usual day for me — which means if s been unusual. One of 
the things I love most about my job as a community college 
counselor is that each day brings new facts, new challenges, and 
new opportunities. Today I taught my class on interpersonal 
relationships and listened to my students tell me how they had 
benefited from doing their required special project. I was gratified, 
as I am every semester, that each student had gained an under- 
standing of what I consider to be the central focus of my class: the 
ability to alter their behavior for the better. I have taught them a 
skill that they can use the rest of their lives. 
Students are of ten frightened and confused, but also eager and excited at the same time, 
just as I was 15 years ago when I started at Richland College. Ill never forget the day I finally 
got up my courage to call Richland's Admissions Office. I remember asking, "Is it too late to 
register for this semester?" The person answering assured me it wasn't, and encouraged me 
to come in right away. I've often reflected that I probably wouldn't be sitting here right now 
in my role as counselor if the person answerin^ the phone that day ^ad been rude or even 
indifferent. 

I went to late registration, and many classes were filled. Someone suggested a human 
development course that was still available, and I also discovered a RE. class that was open- 
bowling. 

I had many fears that first semester. I imagined I would waP Into my classes, and 
everyone would burs tout laughing and say, ''What are you doing going to college? You're too 
old!" Or, I'd take the first test and fail, and the teacher would say, 'Tm sorry, Diane, but you 
just don't have what it takes." Or I would try to study and find out that while I had been so busy 
being the perfect wife and mother, my brain had turned to grey fluff. Thankfully, none of those 
catastrophic fantasies occurred. 

I spent a wonderful three years at Richland, getting to know everyone from the 
president to the main tenance staff. Each person seemed imbued with the same spirit of warm 
helpfulness. I learned French, grew fruit flies in biology class, developed my athletic ability, 
improved my voice and diction, delved into anthiopology, sociology, and psychology, and ' i 
general, behaved like a kid in a candy shop. 

Finally, I had to leave the nest, having received 
my associate degree. I transferred to North Texas State 
University, where I collected two more degrees, and 
later reached my goal of being able to sign my name: 
Diane Thorpe, Counselor. 



Diane Thorpe graduated from Richland 
College in 1975 and now lives in Dallas, 
TX. She i$ a community college counselor 
and professor at North Lake College with 
expertise in interpersonal relationships, 
communication skills, stress management, 
assertiveness, the Mycrs-Briggs Instru- 
ment, and cognitive therapy. She is a 
member of the Association of Psychological 
Type and the American Association for 
Counseling and Development. 
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Ron Towery 
Spartanburg Technical College, SC 



After graduating from high school, I started my freshman 
year at a local liberal arts college. Having received a 
, scholarship, this seemed to be the right choice for me. 
I had not committed to a major course of study because I was 
unsure what I wanted to do for the rest of my life. During my first 
semester, the company that employed my parents had to reduce 
their work force and my family was affected by the reduction. I 
decided to quit college and take a job working in a textile plant to 
assist my parents financially. During the winter months, I worked 
the evening shift and also worked a part-time job in the morning. 
Itwasnotuntilthespringthatlrealizedthatattending Spartanburg 
Technical College was what I really wanted to do. I would be able to keep my evening job and 
earn an associate degree in electronics dui'ng the day. 

^ While attending STC, I was surrounded by faculty and staff members who were willing 
to assist me not only academically, but with career placement as well. By attending a small 
technical college, I received the attention I needed to improve my self-confidence and I had the 
opportunity to be instructed by role models of the career field that I had chosen. The faculty 
members provided a positive atmosphere and encouraged me to explore new ideas. At the 
same time, they told of experiences while working in the field that prepared me for the 
challenges ahead. My career choice after graduation was in biomedical technology. STC had 
prepared me for this position by providing me with a solid background in electronics. 

One of my goals while at STC was to give back to the college a part of what they had 
given me— support. After working for five years inelectronics, I returned to STC as a part-time 
faculty member in the electronics area. The position later became full-time. The college still had 
the same philosphy— to provide a positive atmosphere for learning and to provide support to 
its students. The support of fellow faculty members provided me with the strength to con tinue 
my education and later receive my BS. 

Now, as department head of the electronics program, I will continue the tradition of 
providmg support to students in a way that only a technical college can. I realize now how 

grateful I am for the education that I received at STC. 
It is much more than a technical college, it is a part of 
my life. 



Ron Towery gradimted from Spartanburg 
Technical College in 1977 with a degree in 
industrial electronics and now lives in 
Duncan, SCwherehe is an instructor and 
department head at Spartanburg Techni- 
cal College. He is active in church, the fire 
dcparhnen t,and civic clubs. He has served 
on a statewide technical education task 
force in integrated manufacturing. His 
work was cited as an exemplary program 
by Title III, and he served as interim Title 
III coordinator for quality assurance at 
Spartanburg Tech. 
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Cherylynn F. Tsikewa 

Community College of Denver, CO 



w 




hen I enrolled at the Community College of Denver 
during the spring 1982 semester, I had only one 
thing in mind — to brush up on the seaetarial skills I 
already had so I could find a job to support my two children. As a 
single parent, I had to do something right away to avoid going on 
welfare, which was my absolute last resort. 

During my first semester, i was able to challenge the be- 
ginning secretarial courses with the skills I already had, which 
enabled me to get through the secretarial program at a faster pace. 
After I completed the first semester, I felt confident enough to 
continue in the fall. The faculty in the secretarial program were all 
very understanding and encouraged me to finish the program and get my associate degree. 

As I was doing some coursework in the secretarial lab one day, one of the deans came 
iu and asked the instructor if she could recommend a student to work in his office as a typist. 
She looked around the room and pointed to me. That was how I landed my first job at CCD. 
After I started working, I found that the staff were just as caring as the faculty. My new boss 
encouraged me to finish the degree program and even gave me some time off during my work 
hours to take courses. Without the support and encouragement of my boss and my co-workers, 
I would have never been able to finish the degree program. 

To earn extra money, I tutored residents of an apartment complex for single parents in 
a new word processing program developed by CCD. I was able to share my experiences with 
bume uf the young mou.ors and encouraged them not to give up on their education. I showed 
them that it was not impossible to get an education, work a full-time job, and be a full-time 
mother. 

It took only a Louple of years tofmish school and find a job, but without the support and 
encouragement from the caring CCD faculty and staff, I would never have been able to achie\ e 
as much as I did. I am always very proud to tell people how I came tc CCD. I have been here 
al CCD for more than eight years as a student and an employee and I am still learning new 
things. 



Cherylynn F. Tsikewa graduated from ihe 
Community College of Denver in 1983 
with a legal secretarial degrte and now 
lives in Denver, CO. She is a senior secre- 
tary and valuable member of the college 
staff al Ihe Community College of Denver. 
Cherylynn isalsonctive in Indian affairsln 
the Denver area. 
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Jerry L. Turnquist 

Elgin Community College, IL 




For many college students of the 1960s, education meant 
demonstrations, protests, and general campus unrest 
This environment, coupled with burgeoning enroll- 
ments at many of the nation's colleges and universities, created a 
situation in which even the most serious of students had difficulty 
in achieving a quality education. There were institutions where a 
different type of atmosphere prevailed, however, and at which 
students received an education that truly impacted their lives. One 
of these schools was Elgin Community College, and I am proud to 
say that the two years I spent there truly changed my life. 

To understand the effect that ECC had on me, it is necessary 
to consider the type of person I was as an incoming freshman. Marginal high school grades and 
a low ACT score had combined to erode my self-confidence and give me »-he feeling that my 
college career would be a short one. When I was required to enroll in a remedial English class 
while most of my high school classmates took the traditional English 101, 1 was convinced that 
I did not have the skills necessary for success. Little did I realize that this was a very fortunate 
occurrence. 

It was in this class that I met Irma Davis, who was undoubtedly the finest instructor I 
have ever known. She taught me techniques of composition that made me view writing as a 
pleasure and not a chore. Together with the interest sparked in me by my American history 
teacher, Karl Lehr, I developed such an interest in local histon^ that I would later be involved 
in several publications about Elgin history. My involvement on the boards of various local 
organizations and several community service awards I have received are all a direct result of 
experience I had during my community college years. 

Some might say that I was at a point in my life when any college would have made an 
impression on me and that it was my maturation, not the teachers, that made the difference. 
This is most certainly not the case, however. My community college teachers were dedicated 
individuals who took the time to care about me, and their influence made a dramatic effect on 
my life. I will always remember them. 



Jerry L Turnquist graduated from Elgin 
Community College in 1969 with a degree 
inscienceand now lives in Elgin, IL Hei$ 
a public school teacher and has been in- 
volved in producing several publications 
related to Elgin's history. He is currently 
president of the ECC Alumni Association 
a nd meived the "fayccz of the Year" award 
in mi. In 1985 he established a $500 
annual scholarship in his mother's honor. 
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Julie A. Vanderheyden 

Highland Community College, IL 
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eing one of the top students in my high school gradu- 
ating class was an honor, but it also carried the burden 
of living up to expectations. Students, teachers, and 
community members would ask me where I planned to go to 
college and what my intended major would be. Of course they 
expected me to attend a major universi ty and enroll in a course of 
study such as engineering. 

When considering a career, I realized thatmylifewouldnot 
be fulfilled unless I pursued my first love — the performing arts of 
musicand theater. The more colleges and universi ties I visited, the 
more I realized that nearby Highland Community College would 
give me more opportunities to perform than would a large school. I could get valuable stage 
experience while freshmen at other colleges would dream of performing with the jazz 
ensemble or landing a role in a theater production someday. Highland's top-notch theater 
department and facility were comparable or superior to many of the four-year colleges that I 
visited. 

When I announced Highland Community College as my college of intent, I surprised 
a lotof people. Someof my classmates teased me. One friend wroteinmy yearbook, "Good luck 
at your next high school college!" ButI knew that I would have the last laugh in theend when 
I graduated with my bachelor's degree in four years, debt free. 

I double-majored :n math and music education, but I also had the opportunity to take 
some theater courses and perform in many productions at HCC. I also performed with the jazz 
ensemble and pep band. My job at Highland as box office manager and musical accompanist 
not only gave me money to get through college, but also the skill and experience to get a job 
at Illinois State University. 

The small class sizes and individual attention from caring instructors at Highland gave 
me an excellent educational foundation. I transferred to Illinois State University, wherein tvo 
years I completed my bachelor's degree. 

lam now in my seventh year as the instrumental music instructor for the East Dubuque 
Public Schools. I teach private piano lessons and direct a church choir. My theater experience 
at HCC has allowed me to direct the musicals for East Dubuque High School. I am in demand 
as an accompanist for local community and semi-professional theater productions. 

Highland Community College gave me an ex- 
cellent education while providing me with valuable 
performing experience. I made friendships and devel- 
oped skills that will last a lifetime! 



Julie A, ^/anderhcyden graduated from 
Highland Commuriity College in 1 9S0 xvith 
a degree in mxisiclmaihetnatics and now 
lives in East Dubuque, IL She is a music 
instructor and continues todei/ote her tal- 
ents to those in her community. She is 
constantly striving to keej) abreast of Ihe 
latest techniques in music education, a$ 
evidenced by her pursuit of a master's 
degree from Western Illinois University, 
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William Virchis 

Southwestern College, CA 

I was born in Mexico on Mother's Day, 1944. On that day 
when I saw the ^vorld for the first time, the bright lights of 
the operating room became a metaphor for the light I was 
to follow. I was born with my feet completely backwards. I took 
my first steps on my sixth birthday, after 72 operations on each 
foot. 

I can't remember when I learned to speak English, but I can 
remember that special second-grade teacher who took time to 
tutor and take care of a new immigrant. Mrs. Attaway will always 
be with me: she was a great teacher. 

At Chula Vista Junior High School another light went on. ..a 
light that was to influence my future. My eighth-grade homeroom teacher thought I had the 
talent and potential to be in show business. 

At Chula Vista High School I was cast in a successful senior play. Then my drama 
teacher encouraged me to audition at the Old Globe Theater in San Diego. Thanks to a teacher 
another part of the light was bright. Thank you, Mrs. Lowe. 

My art teacher, who was also my wrestling coach in high school, became a teacher the 
first year of Southwestern College's existetice. He encouraged me to enroll at Southwestern 
College and talked me into staying in school. (I had been on my way to Los Angeles to become 
''a star'O. He put it quite plainly: "Do you want to be an ignorant actor or a smart one? Stay in 
school.'' My Southwestern College history teacher, a Lebanese man with gi'eat vision and 
intellect, was also a great influence He is now Sen. Wadie Deddah in the California Stute 
legislature. 

I took a break from school— I worked in Los Angeles and traveled and worked withmy 
father in LaPaz, Mexico. Then I came back toSouthwesternCollegeattheageof25.Igraduated 
from Southwestern College with my associate degree and then wenl to San Diego State 
University, where I majored in drama, Spanish, and psychology. The foundation of my 
community college experience paid off. 

Later, I decided to go to New York to become an 
actor /director. But fate stepped in. Instead, I v/as 
offered a job at my old high school as a drama teacher, 
a real "Welcome Back Kotter" experience. I was then 
offered a job teaching at Southwestern College. The 
circle had been completed. When I stepped onto the 
stage in Mayan Hall at Southwestern College as a 
teacher, I thought back to the time when I was the first 
student on that stage. 

Now, 16 years later, Ibelievethatevery student 
whopasses tbroughourdoors creates thesameenergy 
that first turned on the light for me. 




WilliamVirchis graduated from South- 
western College in 1968 with a degree in 
theater arts and now lives in Chuh Vista, 
CA. He is an instrncior and director of 
theater arts at Southwestern and has di- 
rected numerous productions at his college 
and for the San Diego Civic Light Opera, 
Lyric Dinner Theater, San Diego Gilbert 
and Sullivan Repertory, Californu Pacific 
CommunityTheatre,TeatroMeta,andThe 
Bowery Theatre. He staged the re-enact- 
ment of the Landing of Cabrillo for the U.S. 
Department of Interior and received an 
Atlas Award for his portrayal of Pancho in 
"The Night of the Iguana.'' 
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Patricia S. Wager 

College of DuPage, IL 




T 



he fact that I am writing 20 years after graduation 
about the positive and exciting experience 1 had at 
College of DuPage as a student is tangible evidence 
that I am a believer in this institution. My transition from high 
school was an easy one. The registration process, my instructors, 
and theatmospherewerenot intimidating to me. I was inspired by 
my teachers to excel. They were helpful, concerned, and always 
willing to go the extra mile to assist. This attention and quality of 
education translated into a better GPA at College of DuPage than 
in high school. 

In addition to the outstanding academic experience, I was 
able to get involved in student organizations while I was a student-at College of DuPage. For 
two years I actively participated on the student program board, planning social events and 
promoting student activities. I believe this experience helped to shape the direction of my 
career. I discovered that I enjoyed working with people and all of the details associated with 
program planning. 

A year and a half after I graduated from CoDege of DuPage, I had the opportunity to 
participate in organizing the College's first alum.ni association. I was pleased to give back in 
small measure what the College of DuPage had so generously provided to me while I was a 
student. The College of DuPage had touched my life in several important ways. Personally, I 
met my husband while attending College of DuPage; academically, I received an associate's 
degree and was given the base to continue my education and receive a bachelor's degree, cum 
laude; socially, I met and have maintained the friendship of many classmates and instructors; 
and professionally, I w^as givt.n the inspiration to achieve my prescribed career goals. My 17 
years of career experience have all been in higher education, and my positive experience at 
College of DuPage helped influence this career path. 

I spent nine and a half years as a coordinator of alumni affairs at College of DuPage. I 
became director of development for the Loyola University School of Dentistry and even tually 
development officer for the Department of Ophthalmology at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago. Life-long learning is what the College of DuPage has meant to me. 

The excitement continues as I watch my daughter study the College of DuPage class 
schedule and select the classes she will takeduring the 
summer of 1990. 



Patricia S. Wager graduated from the Col- 
lege of DuPage in 1970 with a degree in 
general studies and now lives in V/heaton, 
IL She is a development officer for the 
University of Illinois at Chicago's Depart- 
ment of Ophthalmology. She was instru- 
mental in organizing and developing the 
college's alumni association in 2972 and 
has volunteered her timeand special talents 
toher peers in numerous professional orga- 
nizations. 
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Carl S. Warren 
Clinton Community College, lA 
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Since I was the second child in a family of five, my parents 
were not in a financial position to send me or my older 
brother to college at one of Iowa's four-year colleges or 
universities. Fortunately, I was awarded a scholarship to Clinton 
Community College. By working several part-time jobs during the 
academic year and working tw j full-time jobs during the sum- 
mers, I was able to save enough to pay my way through my junior 
and senior years at the University of Iowa. 

After completing my bachelor's degree, I was awarded a 
teaching assistantship at theUniversityoflowa, which allowed me 
to complete my master's degree. I was then awarded a graduate 
assistantship at Michigan State University and earned my doctorate. Without the opportunity 
that Clinton Community College provided me to continue my education directly out of high 
school, my college education would have been delayed, perhaps indefinitely. Community 
colleges provide a valuable service to society by giving students opportunities to continue thei r 
educations. 

I have never regretted attending Clinton Community College. My first accounting 
instructor. Jack Whipple, provided me with a solid foundation in my first two accounting 
courses. After transferring to the University of Iowa in my junior year, I was surprised to find 
that I had a better foundation in the basics of accounting than many of their students. In fact, 
I often tutored their students in the basics. This solid foundation enabled me to earn "As" in 
all my accounting classes both at the undergraduate and graduate levels. It has been my 
pleasure to contribute to a scholarship in memory of Mr. Whipple at Clinton Community 
College. 

Clinton Community College also nourished my quest for knowledge and built confi- 
dence in my abilities. I still remember the positive encouragement that my English instructor, 
Mel Erickson, provided during my freshman English classes. He made writing an easy and 
enjoyable experience. As a consequence, I have become co-author of the fourteenth edition of 
the introductory accounting textbook I initially used as a student at Clinton Community 
College. This textbook. Accounting Principles by South-Western Publishing Company, is the 

best-selling accounting textbook in the world. com- 
ing a co-author of the accounting text I used as a 
student is a satisfying experience that can be directly 
attributed to my educational training a t Clinton Com- 
munity College. 

The small campus environmert at Clinton 
Community College encouraged interactio i among 
the students and faculty. This interaction enabled me 
to develop confidence in working with others, which 
helped me adapt socially throughout my career. 



Carl S. Warren graduated from Clinton 
Community College in 1967 with a degree 
in accounting and now lives in Athens, 
CA. He is a professor of accounting at the 
University of Georgia. He is the author of 
more than 40 articles and 10 textbooks and 
teco-flufftored Accounting Principles,^ 
best'Selling accounting textbooL As an 
accounting professor, he is passing on to 
hundreds of students the accounting prin- 
ciples he began to learn at Clinton Commu - 
nity College. 
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James L. Wattenbarger 

Palm Beach Community College, FL 



Palm Beach Junior College, now Palm Beach Commu- 
nity College, provided me v/ith opportunity beyond 
high school that I could not have had otherwise. The 
three barriers that interfere with education beyond high school 
graduation— the financial barrier, the geographical barrier, and 
the educational program barrier — ^were all very much present in 
my life at the age of 18. However, the low cost of community 
colleges, the ready accessibility of Palm Beach Junior College, and 
the solid academic program I studied there, were the factors that 
made a difference and enabled me to d?velcp a professional career 
that is most rewarding, both in terms of an opportunity for service 
to the communities of Florida and in terms of my own personal development. 

The sensitivity of those great faculty members at Palm Beach Junior College who 
provided me with theopportuni ty to prepare for the profession of education was a major factor 
in my following this goal. The local business and professional men who contributed to the 
Rotary Club scholarship that I received to assist me in continuing beyond community college 
graduation were also important influences. Finally, the financial support I received by driving 
a school bus (local assistance) and working as an NYA assistant to the Dean of Palm Beach High 
School (federal assistance) were most important factors. 

The encouragement from the people in my own home community has been the major 
factor in the develop men tof my career — one that has concentrated on securing similar support 
for others from people i n their home communi ties, the faculty in the education profession, and 
various financial resources. An expression of thanks to those who made it possible for me to 
assist in the continuing development of community colleges is a major purpose of this 
statement— those at Palm Beach Communi ty College as well as many friends in the American 
Association of Community and Junior Colleges. 




James L VJattctibarger graduated in 1942 
from Palm Beach Communily College and 
now lives in Gainesville, FL He is a profes- 
sor and director of ihe Institute of Higher 
Education at the University of Florida. His 
doctoral dissertation served as the blueprint 
for the Florida System of Community Col- 
leges, xuhich now includes 28 institutions, 
IS active in church affairs and has served 
as Boy Scout group committee chairtnan. 
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Abriel, Warren W. Jr. 
Aldridge Wilbur T. 
Alexander, Marie F. 
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Brown, Robert L. 
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Bryant, Mary 
Burke, William M. 
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Byrd, Lynne B. 
Callis, Chris 
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Campbell, Richard H. 
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Eslolano, Carlos 
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Evans, Lacinda Drake 
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Fanner, Michael H. 
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Ford, Charles E. 
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Gade, Barbara J. 
Garcia, Reyna 
Gardner, James 
Garmon, Frances 
Gierhart, Brenda Sue 
Gioia, Carmen P. 
Godwin, Howard 
Goo gins, Marta M. 
Grant; Ann 
Graves, James M. Jr. 
Greely, M. Gasby 
Griffin, Randy R. 
Grimm, Becky 
Glynn, Janet Anderson 
Hall, Ted B. 

Hall, William Alexander 
Hamilton, Barbara J. 
Hamilton, H. Clayton 
Harlan, David 
Harper, Allen 
Heist, Sharon R. M. 
Henry, D wight 
Herndon, Lance H. 
Hill, Bonnie 
Hill, Kenneth 
Hodge, Minh-Anh 
Hoggard, Brenda White 
Huddy, Melina 
Hurley, Patricia M. 
Ingram, Cynthia 
Ingram, Margaret 
Ippolito, Russell J. 
Jacobs, Barry 
Jenstead, Joan 
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Johnson, Willie Clenzo 
Jones, Alan Bomar 
Jones, Marshall G. 
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Keegin, Marie 
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Ke£:ner, Charles D. 
Killion, Maurice Ulric 
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Palmeri, James J. 
Pantaleo, Gerald 
Peevy, Donn M. 
Propes, Michael F. 
Quiles, Marissa 
Radin, RuthY. 
Rainey, Ford 
Randolph, Norman D. 
Ray, Audrey 
Regan, James R. 
Regenhardt, Linda D. 
Rhodes, Elizabeth B. 
Riccitelli, Anne Marie 
Rickman, Raymond L. 
Rivas, Francisco 
Rodriguez, Jay 
Romine, Robert J. 
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Rosado, Nytza 1. 
Rossitto, Jo-Ann 
Rui2, Liada M. 
Rushing, Lane 
Ruta, Jo 
Ryan, Elaine 
Ryan, L. Diane 
Saito, Mioko 
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Sanchez, Napoleon N. 
Sanders, Deborah F. 
Schielke, Duane 
Schilling, Connie 
Scoda, Susan 
Scott, Jeffrey L. 
Scott, Sandra L. 
Seabaugh, Gary O. 
Sebastian, Eugene 
Shearn, Steve 
Shimada, Linda 
Shuey, Marilyn 
Siljander, Mark D. 
Skaaren, Warren 
Skenandore, Patricia 
Slovik, Nancy E. 
Smith, Samuel F. 
Snage, Fab 
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278 Vasquez, Rose 35 

279 Vaughn, Mary Anne 129 

280 Virchis, William 293 

281 Wager, Patricia S. 294 

282 Wallis, Renee 151 

30 Walters, John C. 94 

215 Warren, Carls. 295 

148 Wattenbarger, James L. 296 

149 Webster, Dennis C. 95 

92 V/ellman, Mark 219 

283 Westerdale, Mildred Crowder 63 

284 White, Berta Lee 190 

61 White, Jaleigh Jeffers 191 

181 Wilkins, Pamela A. 64 

182 Williams, Brenda 192 

216 Williams, David V. 37 

217 Williams, Wendell W. 193 

93 Wilson, Michael 65 

183 Winston, Gail Winfrey 130 

31 Word, Mabel 152 

218 Young, JoAnn % 

285 Zabielski,KenSr. 66 
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Alabama 

Gadsden State Community College 231 
Arizona 

Central Arizona College 125, 204 

Scottsdale Community College 262 

Yavapai College 179 

California 

Cosumnes River College 1 14 

Cuesta College 108,279 

Fresno City College 181,258 

Kings River Community College 82 

Los Angeles Pierce College 69, 73 

Los Angeles Southwest College 157 

Merced College 243 

Mt. San Antonio College 91, 230 

Ohlone College 46, 170 

Rancho Santiago College 70 

San Diego City College 124 

San Diego Mesa College 144, 227 
Southwestern College 102, 239, 293 

West Los Angeles College 83, 182 

West Valley College 219 

Colorado 

Community College of Denver 105, 267, 290 

Front Range Community College 127 

Morgan Community College 263 

Red Rocks Communi ty College 198 

Connecticut 

Greater Hartford Community College 103 

Hartford College For Women 88 

Housatonic Community College 272 

Norwalk Communi ty College 1 42, 202 
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Florida 

Indian River Community College 223 o^i 

Miami-Dade Community College or m 1 70' Tol 



Okaloosa-Walton Community College oyc 
Palm Beach Community College 044 oqa 

South Florida Community College ' ' 



Palm Beach Community College 

South Florida Community College -,00 
Valencia Community College 59 

Georgia 

DeKalb College 

Gainesville College ,,, j^0,162 

Hawaii 

Windward Community College 
Idaho 

North Idaho College 

286 

Illinois 

Biack Hawk College-Quad Cities Campus 
College of DuPage 

Elgin Community College ' 
Highland Community College 

John Wood Community College ' !rJ: 

Kankakee Community College no J?? 

Kaskaskia College 52,266 

Lmcoln Land Community College ' ^yn 

McHenry County College 
Moraine Valley Community College 
Oakton Comrr'unity College / 
Olney Central College ' J? 

Rend Lake College 
Triton College 
Wabash Valley College 
Waubonsee Community College 



35, 66 
226 



229 
217 
191 
87 



Indiana 

Indiana Vocational Technical College 
Iowa 

Clinton Community College 
Marshalltown Community College 



57 



295 
192 



Kansas 

Allen County Community College 
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Garden City Community College ;[28 

Independence Community College 250 276 

Johnson County Community College ' 284 

Kansas College of Technology 43 

Kentucky 

Jefferson Communi ty College ^l^j 

Lees College ^2 

Lexington Communi ty College 204 

Maine 

Eastern Maine Technical College 264 

University of Maine-Orono-University College 283 

Maryland 

Catonsville Community College 246 

Frederick Community College 238 

Harford Community College 263 

Massachusetts 

Aquinasjunior College at Milton 239 171 
Berkshire Community College 240 Hs' 282 

Greenfield Community College '220' 201 

Massachusetts Bay Community College ' 273 
Massasoit Community College 

Michigan 

Kalamazoo Valley Community College 26 

Lansing Community College 206 

Mid Michigan Community College 215 119 

Muskegon Community College ' 20 

Northwestern Michigan College 54 237 

Schoolcraft College ' 235 

Southwestern Michigan College 236 
Washtenaw Community College 44 721 233 
Wayne County Community College ' ^77' 259 

Minnesota 

Fergus Falls Community College 276 

Rochester Community College 93 245 

University of Minnesota Technical College-Crookston ' 42 



Mississippi 

Meridian Community College 290 
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Missouri 

Southwest Missouri State University-West Plains Campus 129 
Nebraska 

Central Community College 22, 51, 228 

Metropolitan Technical Community College 143 

Southeast Community College-Milford Campus 250 

New Jersey 

Brookdale Community College 106 

Burlington County College 211 

County College of Morris 96, 113 

Middlesex County College 224 

Ocean County College 32 

Salem Community College 33, 210 

New York 

Genesee Community College 246 

Jamestown Community College 95 

LaCuardia Community College 173, 234 
Mohawk Valley Community College 52, 158, 209 

Niagara County Community College 25, 215 

Rockland Community College 133, 278 

Schenectady County Community College 197 

Suffolk Communi ty College 166 

Tompkins-Cortland Community College 64, 168 

Trocaire College 101 

Westchester Community College 21 

North Carolina 

Central Piedmont Community College 254 

Chowan College 235 

Coastal Carolina Community College 31 

Isothermal Community College 78 

Johnston Community College 122 

Roanoke-Chowan Community College 112 

Rowan-Cabarrus Community College 111 

Southeastern Community College * 120 

Stanly Community College 60 

Wake Technical Community College 45 

Wilkes Community College 265 

Ohio 

Clark State Community College 205, 259 

304 ^. . , 
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Columbus State Community College 30 

Hocking Technical College 5q 

Sinclair Community College 7'^ 7^ 

The Ohio State University Agricultural Technical Institute ' 43 

University of Cincinnati-Clermont College 94 

Oklahoma 

Northern Oklahoma College 237 

Rose State College oon 

-r 1 T • iT 280 

Tulsa Junior College ^24 
Oregon 

Chemeketa Community College 214 

Portland Community College en. 

Treasure Valley Community College 252 

Pennsylvania 

BucksCounty Community College 55 

Community College of Allegheny County-South Campus IO7, 271 

Delaware County Community College ' 
Lehigh County Community College 

Northampton County Area Community College ;i7g 

Reading Area Communi ty College ;igO 

Rhode Island 

Community College of Rhode Island 90^ 200 
South Carolina 

Florence-Darlington Technical College 72 
Greenville Technical College 55 74 247 
Spartanburg Technical College ^ ' '239 

Technical College of the Lowcoun try 47 251 

Tri-County Technical College ' ^ 

Trident Technical College ^3 -174 

Williamsburg Technical College ' 

Tennessee 

Chattanooga State Technical Community College 277 

Cleveland Stf>te Community College 208 

Columbia State Community College ;I37 

Pellissippi State Technical Community College 62 

Roane State Community College 99 ^j^jg 

Tri-Cities State Technical Institute ' 253 
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Texas 

Austin Communi ty College 147 

Brookhaven College 149 

Del Mar College 34 

Eastfield College 27, 58 

El Centro College 19 

L(?e College J37 
Mcl ennan Community College 189, 212, 264 

Nortli Lake College 185 

Ricbhnd College 251,288 

Tarrant County Junior College 141 

Temple Junior College 76 

Texarkana College 70 



Vermont 

Communi ty College of Vermont 75 



Virginia 

J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College 232 
Northern Virginia Community College 29, 159, 169 

Patrick Henry Community College 37, 256 

Paul D. Camp Community College 260 

Piedmont Virginia Community College 117 

Rappahannock Community College 156 

Southside Virginia Community College 152 

Southwest Virginia Community College 100 

Thomas Nelson Community College 238, 281 

Virginia Western Community College 274 

Wytheville Community College 23 



Washington 

Central^a College 89 
Columbia Basin College 135, 225, 255, 268 

Lower Columbia College 249 

Pierce College 151 

South Seattle Community College 167 

Yakima Valley Commurity College 199 



West Virginia 

Cou?ge of Technology and Applied Science 188 
West Virginia State College-Community CoUege Division 186 



Wisconsin 

Madison Area Technical College 24. 
Northcentral Technical College 242 
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Northeast Wisconsin Technical College ^33 

Waukesha County Technical College ^75 

Wyoming 

Central Wyoming College «c 

Eastern Wyoming College 240 

Laramie County Community College 203 
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About the Editors 




RobertE.Bahruth received his AA degree in 1970 from Middlesex 
County College, NJ, and his teaching degree from Tusculum 
College, TN, in 1972. HecompletedauMAinbilingualeducation 
and English as a Second Language at the University of Texas at 
San Antonio. At the end of that program he began his doctoral 
studies in curriculum and instruction, minoring in linguistics at 
the University of Texas at Austin. He has taught high school 
English, and he has taught ESL stateside and overseas in Latin 
America. He also taught in a fifth grade bilingual classroom in 
Pean^.an,TX. Whilein Austin, he taught ESL with Phil Venditti 
at Austin Community College. They began sharing ideas, 
writing articles, and presenting at professional conferences 
together. Bahruth is an assistant professor of bilingual educa- 
tion at Boise State University, ID. 




Phillip N. Venditti received a BA degree in 1971 from the 
University of Colorado. Three years later, after studying and 
working in Norway, Germany, and the Netherlands, he began 
graduate study at the University of Tennessee, which culmi- 
nated inanMSin English education. As aPeace Corps volunteer 
from 1976 to 1978, he worked as an English teacher, teacher- 
trainer, and researcher in the Republic of Korea. After fulfilling 
requirements for a master's in international administration 
from the School forlnternational Training, he worked five years 
as a student services administrator in four-year colleges and 
universities. He joined "The Block of 1985" in the Community 
College Leadership Program at the University of Texas at 
Austin and completed his doctorate there w^hile teaching ESL at 
Austin Community College. He has worked as a community 
college teacher and administrator ever since and is currently 
associate dean for humanities and social sciences at Genesee 
Community College, NY. 
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• WHAT AUMNI SAY IN THE BOOK- 

**T)icJcj!chcTi; I ]im\y sit Pkrce (^oflcuC wei'c in every \vuy ii{\m\ to thcir^ntiiversity ikxts. tn 

^ {IikI less involvetf in fjioithy ix>Ht ics» my Fivrcc teucliefs tnvOMcd tlK'ir tme where it lieK Mi^ied.^iu 
students." ^ . . * 

. ; • I)cnms Amlcrson, ifoveljst and nijiht ecliti)r tV • ' . 

, ' ^ Ass()Omteil Press ' . , 1 ' - 

^ Aluninns, L()S Aiuieles I^eree (^)lle^e/(^nl^f<^^l^^^ . • 

**(3)eVQlnikl Statels (>|XJii-d(x>r iK>liey and Ic tuitic yi} i^ivc an aiubitnnis Init unf(*>eujied 18- ycar- 
(iltl tnmi tfc houshni projcets nn o|>|X)rtunity. ("levelniul State preparecl ni<; well in tenns of 
aeiKletniei^ for a f<nir^yeiir insttiutuMi. Xe\ c:r did I feel deprived or defieienf for having jUtended 
^ a efmnnunity eolleiie." * . * . ! 

])wtillit I knry/rLMitiessee state representative smd ... , - .^-^1, 

preskient of Nhinua Hr()adeastinii'Cu. / ^ 

Alnnnnis» (^iJ^land Stak* t-'Hinmnnty i . 

" 1 lie elinical cxixirieiiee that I aaincd as n niirsinii stiideni at Br<>okdaIe init inc yeiirs jiliead or ' 
iny fellow medical stmlents^.^Wheh l:was itrL(MKl(Mi>ttKlyiiiji cardi<>U>i^ re.\i>l(>red thc^city 
prcnKHy VyeariniS my t-shirts fr<>ni ^ / , 

Ikenda SVk; Gicrlmrt, pUystiJiait, i^^^^^ ' ^t' ' 

ayneculoiiy > '\ . ' 

Alnnnjiusltkoukdale <>)ininuhi^y ( ^ 

' Aniericmt AssfKMUtiim of (^mtnnniity^m^^^^ - 
:()ncl)tu)^>nt (iirele, N^\V., Smtc 4I^ ' ' . * , 

\A\kslunatonJXO. 2(m^^ / . v . ^ . , / 

• • \< ' ^ ^ ' ' 




AiiVchVai't Ass(^cisitirivi of C^onnuunity («id ♦hnnorOilleiie^, 
()iie l)ui>^)Ut (iirolerXAV.v Suite 410 ' 
\\\ishiumonjV(;/2()()3f) ^ ' . . 
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